Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



,ll 



JOURNAL. 



■ / 



NEW ORLEANS. 



*• 






r 






Christ Church, New-Orleans, January 16, 1839. 

The Annual Convention of the Diocese of Louisiana met 
this day, at 11 o'clock. After prayer, the meeting was 
called to order by the President of the primary Convention. 
Certiiieates of election were then presented by the lay de- 
legates ; and on calliiig the roll, the following persons, enti- 
tled to seats in the Convention, answered to their names : 

Clergy — Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Eector of Christ Church, 
New-Orleans ; and the Rev. Roderick H. Ranney, Rector 
of Grace Church, St. Francisville. 

liay Deltgates — ^from Christ Church, New-Orleans, Lu- ( 

cius C. Duncan and James Hopkins ; from St. Paul's Church, 
New-Orleans, Thomas Sloo, jr. and William F. Brand. 

The Convention then organized, by the election of tihe ! 

Rev. N. S. Wheaton, President ]rro tempore^ and William 
F. Brand, Secretary. 

The following gentlemen were then elected a Standing 
Committee for the ensuing year, viz : Rev. N. S. Wheaton, 
Rev. R. H. Ranney, L. C. Duncan, Thomas Butler, and 
Richard Relf. 




4 Journal of the Convention 

Mr. Duncan, on the part of the Standing Committee for 
the last year, who had been charged with the duty of pre- 
paring suitable Canons for the government of the Church in 
Louisiana, reported the following ; which, on motion, were 
separately adopted without dissent. 
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Christ Church, New-Orleans, January 16, 1839, 

The Annual Convention of the Diocese of Louisiana met 
this day, at 11 o'clock. After prayer, the meeting was 
called to order by the President of the primary Convention. 
Certificates of election were then presented by the lay de- 
legates ; and on calling the roll, the following persons, enti- 
tled to seats in the Convention, answered to their names : 

Clergy — Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Eector of Christ Church, 
New-Orleans ; and the Rev. Roderick H. Ranney, Rector 
of Grace Church, St. Francisville. 

liCy Delegates — ^from Christ Church, New-Orleans, Lu- 
cius C. Duncan and James Hopkins ; from St. Paul's Church, 
New-Orleans, Thomas Sloo, jr. and William F. Brand. 

The Convention then organized, by the election of tihe 
Rev. N. S. Wheaton, President ;pro tempore^ and William 
F. Brand, Secretary. 

The following gentlemen were then elected a Standing 
Committee for the ensuing year, viz : Rev. N. S. Wheaton, 
Rev. R. H. Ranney, L. C. Duncan, Thomas Butler, and 
Richard Relf. 
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4 Journal of the Convention 

Mr. Duncan, on the part of the Standing Committee fur 
the last year, who had been charged with the duty of pre- 
paring suitable Canons for the goremment of the Church in 
Louisiana, reported the following ; which, on motion, were 
separately adopted without dissent. 




nfthe Diocese of Louisiana, 



CANONS. 




CANON L 

Of the Organizatiofi rfNew Parishes. 

The mode of organizing a new Parish, shall be as follows t 
The friends of the Church, being duly convened, shall choose 
two Wardens, and not less than five Vestrymen, and also a 
Parish Clerk. To entitle such new Parish to be admitted 
into union with this Convention, they shall pass a resolution 
declaring their adhesion to the Constitution and Canons of 
the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America ; and also of the Diocese 
of Louisiana ; a copy of which resolutions, with the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting, certified by the Clerk, shall be laid 
before the Convention. 

CANON II. 

Of Parish Meetings. 

The election of the Wardens, Vestrymen, and Parish 
Clerk, shall be made at the annual parish meeting, to be 
held on Easter Monday ; which officers shall continue in 
office till the next annual meeting, or till a new election 
take? place. In case of manifest expediency, a special 
meeting may be held for this purpose. All persons who 
own or hire a pew, or who contribute annually to the sup- 
port of the^ministry, shall be entitled to vote. 
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C Journal of the Convention 

CANON III. 

OfthA ConvcTUion Fund. 

It shall be the duty of every Parish to send annually to 
the Treasurer of the Convention, a sum equal to one per 
centum on the salary of its minister ; or, if there be no minis- 
ter, at least ten dollars annually; and the sum so raised 
shall be appropriated by the Standing Committee to pay for 
pubUshing the Journals, and other contingent expenses of 
the Convention. Each parish shall be entitled to at least 
twenty copies of the Journals. The Treasurer's annual 
report to the Convention shall contain a statement of the 
sums received, the parishes from which they were received, 
and the purposes for which they were expended. 

CANON IV. 
Of Parish Registers and Parochial Reports. 

Every Minister shall keep a Register of Baptisms, Con- 
firmations, Communicants, Marriages and Funerals, within 
his cure, agreeably to the £9th Canon of the General Con- 
vention of 1832. The Record shall specify the name and 
time of birth, of the child baptized, with the names of the 
parents and sponsors ; the name of the adult baptized ; the 
names of the parties man'ied, and of the persons buried ; 
and also the time when each rite was performed. The 
Register shall be kept by the Minister, in a book belonging 
to the Vestry ; and in case of a vacancy, by the Senior 
Warden. 

It shall be the duty of the Minister to present to the An- 
nual Convention a statement of the number of Baptisms, 
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Confirmations, Marriages and Funerals within his core^ 



together with the number of Conmiunicants ; distinguishing jand 

the additions, removals, and deaths, since the last Report. 
He may also include in the statement any other matters 
tending to throw light on the condition of the parish. 
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CANON V. • 

Of the Standing Committee. 

The Standing Committee shall organize on the day of their 
election, by choosing a President and Secretary ; the latter 

of whom shall keep a Record of all its transactions, and pre- 
sent an abstract of the same to each annual Convention. r 
The meetings of the Standing Committee may be called at .1 
the discretion of the President ; and it shall be his duty to jj 

call a meeting when requested thereto by any two of its i] 

I, 

members. !' 

I: 
CANON VI. || 

I 

I, 

Of the Convention, \ 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a ser- j! 

men, and the administration of the Lord^s Supper; and tho 
preacher shall be nominated by the Bishop, or in case of the 
vacancy of that office, by the Standing Committee. There 
shall also be prayers every morning during the session of \ 

the Convention. 




# Journal of the Conneniian 

On motion by Mr. Duncan, it was unanimouBly Resdoed, 
That the Diocese of Louisiana be, and hereby is, placed un- 
der ihe foil Epiacopa.1 charge and authority of the Kt. Kev. 
Leonidas Folk, D. D., Missionary Bishop of ArkansaB, 
agreeably to the provisions of the 3il Canon of the General 
Contention of 183S ; and that he be respectfully requested 
to accept the same. 

Reiolved, That the Standing Committee be requested to 
transmit the foregoing Resolution to the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Polk ; and to express the earnest hope of tliis Convention, 
that he will take the Episcopal oversight of this Diocese. 

Dr. Wheaton, on the part of the Delegates to the last 
CJensral Convention, reported, that agreeably to the inatruc- 
lions they had received, they presented ihe claims of the 
churches in Louisiana to be admitted into union with the 
Church i and that by a resolution of the General Convention, 
Louisiana had been constituted an independent Diocese, 
in union with the Genera! Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 



PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

The Rector of Christ Church, NeiB-Ortean^, reported thefaliow- 
mg ecclesiaitical rites in his parish, fines he assumed Ihe chargt 
thereof ia November, 1838; viz. 

ItDptiams, (infanta, 54 : adulu, 5;) 59: — ConfirmatioDa, 9: — MurriageH, 
30:— FunenilB, IS:— Comuiiinicanla, between 130 anil 150. But odb 
CommaaicsDl has been remoTed bj ilcalh. 

The candiUon of lite parish ia cDCDUiaging ; all the pews are dispoieJ 
af, with the oicepiion of u few reserved for strangera; and the aaaent- 
bliu for public worship ore generally full. 
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of the Diocese of Louisiana, 9 

The Rector of Grace Church, St, Francisville, presented a re- 
port, of which the following is an abstract : 

His first visit to St Francisville was in Maj, 1837, when he consented 
to remain as Pastor of the parish till November. On the 15th of Feb- 
ruary, 1838, the church was consecrated, and six persons were confirmed 
by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Kemper. On the 4th of March, he accepted tbe 
Rectorship of the parish. 

Since his first connection with the Church at St. Francisville, the fol- 
lowing ecclesiastical rites have been performed, viz. 

Baptisms, (infants, 14 white, and 31 colored ; adults, 7 white, and 25 
colored,) 77: — ^Marriages, 3: — Funerals, 14: — Communicants, added S^ 
total (12 white and 2 colored,) 14; besides 15 Communicants belonging 
to other denominations. 



The Treasurer reported unpaid a bill for publishing the 
Journal of the Primary Convention, which Mr. Duncan 
promised to lay before the Vestry of Christ Church. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to furnish each 
of the parishes in the Diocese with a manuscript copy of the 
proceedings of tlus Convention. 

After prayer by the Rev- Mr. Ranney, the Convention 
sdj^umedy to meet in Christ Church, New-Orleans, on ih% 
third Wednesday in January, 1840. 

Attest, 

Wi\L F. BRAND, Secretary. 
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Christ Church, Nkw-Oiileans, Jan. 15^ 1840. 

This being the day appointed for the meeting of the 
Annual Convention, several members assembled ; but a 
quorum not being present, they adjourned to meet on the 
following day at 12 o'clock. 

CniiisT Church, Jan. 16, 12 o'clock. 

The members met agreeably to adjournment ; and after 
prayers by the Kt. Rev. Bishop Chase, of Illinnis, ihe C< n- 
vention organized by the appointment of ihe Rev. N. S. 
Wheaton, D. D., President pro tcwporey and Thomas N. 
Morgan, Secretary. At the request of the President, the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase presided in the Convention. 

The Rev. Dr. Wheaton, and John Whitehead, Esq., were 
appointed a Committee to receive and examine the certifi- 
cates of the Lay Delegates ; who reported the following 
pei*sons as entitled to seats in the Convention : — 

From Chiist Church, New-Orleans, Richard Rclf, James 
Hopkins, Ambrose Lanfear, Lucius C. Duncan, and John 
Whitehead : 

From St. PauVs Church, New-Orleans, Richard Swain, 
Thomas Sloo, Jan., and Thomas N. Morgan. 

696028 A 
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i Journal of the CimvetUion 

Present — Hev. N. S. Wheaton, Rev, Charles Goodrich ; 
James Hopkins, An:broee Linfeor, John Whitehead, Ri- 
chard Swain, Tbomae Sloo, Jun., and Thomas N. Morgan. 

On motion by Dr. Wheaton, a Committee was appointed 
hj the chair to nominate a Standing Committee for the en- 
suing year; whereupon the following persons were nomi- 
nated, and confirmed by a vote of the Convention : — 

Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Rev. Charles Goodrich; Richard 
Relf, and L. C. Duncan. 

The Preaident of the Standing Committee reported, that 
agreeably to the instructions they had received from the last 
Convention, they transmitted to the Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk, 
Miiisionary Bishop of Arkanaaa, the resolutions of said Con- 
vention, placing the Diocese of Louisiana under his Epis- 
copal charge ; and that they had received the follovring 
reply ; which, on motion, was directed to be placed on the 
Jouraa], 

Columbia. FesBitART 14, 1839. 
Tf &e An. N. S. Whcalon, Preiideitt of the Standing Comtmttet of the 
Dioctaeiif Lomtiami. 

RiT. iim Dear Sih, — Yonr fa^or of the leih Jtmuaiy, coverinf 

certain reBolutions of (he Conventioti of Ihe Diocese of Louisiana, 

~ placing that Diocese under raj "foil Episcopal charfe and anthoiity, 

according to the proviiioiu of the 3d CanOD of the General CoDventioa 

of 1838, and requesting my acceptance of the same," is received. 

For the kind manner in which the Commillee has chosen to diBcberge 
Ihe da^ imposed on it bj the Conrendon, jon will please accept my 
cordial thanks ; with nBaurancea that I accede lo the wishes of the Coit- 
voDtion with much pleasure, and that I will eontribnte whatever service* 
I can, connatentJy with other angagements, to the fartherance of lbs 
interesta of oar beloved Church in joor Diocese. 
With Bentiments of great respect, 
Afiectiouately, 

Yonr frieod and brother, 

LEONIDAS POLK. 



of th% ZHocesa of Louisiana. 5 

The President of the Standing Coramittee read a dis* 
missory letter from the Bishop of Pennsylvania, transferring 
the Rev. William B. Lacey, D. D., from that Diocese to the 
Diocese of Louisiana. 

On motion, by the Rev. Mr. Goodrich, RescHtedj That 
the Parochial Reports be now received and read. 

PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

The Rector of Christ Churchy New-Orleans, reports for the last 
year, the following ecclesiastical transactions in his parish, viz. 

Baptisms, (infants, 45; adults, 2;) 47: — Marriages, 13: — Interments, 
46: — Communicants, about 150. There are about 70 pupils in the 
Sunday school, principally the children of members of the parish. $700 
have been contributed to the Missionary Society; $500 towards erecting 
a church at Matagorda ; and $170 for a similar purpose at Key West. 

N. S. WHEATON, Rector. 

Report of St, PauVs Parish, New-Orleans, 

Baptisms, (infants, 6; adults, 2;) 8: — Marriages, 2: — Funerals, 2: — 
Communicants, (2 died and 4 removed,) 31. 

Since the meeting of the last Convention, a neat edifice has been 
erected for the congregation to worship in — a flourishing Sunday school 
is connected with the parish, and the ladies of the society have formed 
a sewing circle for missionary and other benevolent objects. 

C. GOODRICH, Rector of St. Paul's. 

The Treasurer of the last Convention reported, that the 
bill for publishing the Journal of the Primary Convention 
had been paid by the Vestry of Christ Church. 

On motion, by Dr. Wheaton, Resolved, That the Secre- 
tary be instructed to publish the Journals of this, and the 
preceding Convention ; and to call upon the different pa- 
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6 Journal of the Convention of the Diocese of Louisiana. 

rishes for the assessments specified in the 3d Canon, to 
defi-ay the expenses thereof. 

On motion, by the Rev. Mr. Goodrich, Resolvcfit That the 
Convention adjourn to meet in Christ Church, New-Orleans, 
at 11 o'clock, on the third Wednesday in January, 1841. 

No more business having been presented, after prayers 
by the Bishop, the Convention a-Jjourned. 

Attest, 

THOS. N. MORGAN, Secretary. 



List of the Clergy residing in the Diocese. 

Rev, N. S. WHEATON, D.D., Rector of Christ Church, New-Orleans. 

Rev. CHARLES GOODRICH, Rector of St. Paul's Church, New- 
Orleans. 

Rev. DANIEL S. LEWIS, Reclor of Grace Church, St. Francisvlllc. 

A 

Rev. WM. B. LACEY, D.D.y President of College at Baton Rouge. 

Rev. RODERICK H. RANNEY, Professor in the College at Baton 
Rouge. 
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At a Convention of the Clergy and Churches of the state of Lou- 
biana, held in Christ Church, in the city of New-Orieans, on the 28th 
day of April, 1838, for the purpose of organizing the said Churches 
into an independent Diocese ; afler appropriate divine service per- 
formed by the Rev. Dr. Wheaton ; 

The Rev. N. S. Wheaton D. D. was called to the chair, and W. 
F. Brand was appointed Secretary : 

Whereupon were offered by the gentlemen present, certified copies 
of Resolutions passed by the Vestries of the several Parishes in Lou- 
isiana, appointing Delegates to represent their respective Churches in 
a Covention to be held in New Orleans, for the purpose of organizing 
said Churches into an Independent Diocese ; with powers to adopt a 
Constitution for the government pf the said Diocese, and to take all 
such measures as may be necessary to procure its admission to, and 
union with, the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America: viz : 

By the Vestry of Grace Church, St. Francisville, were appointed 
Thomas Butler, James Turner, and William D. Boyle. 

By the Vestry of Christ Church, New-Orleans, Richard Relf, and 
Lucius C. Duncan. 

By the Vestry of St. Paul's Church, New Orleans, William F. 
Brand. 

The Delegates being all present, with the exception of James 
Turner, of Grace Church, St. Francisville ; the meeting was duly 
organized as a Convention, the following members being present: 



Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D. 
Rev. Roderick H. Ranney, 
Thomas Butler, , 

William F. Brand..* 
On motion of Mr. Relf, it was 



William D. Boyle, 
Richard Relf, 
Lucius C. Duncan, 



Resolved, That the Rev. R. H. Ranney and the Hon. Thomas Butler be a Com- 
iniuee to draft, and report to this Convention, a Constitution for the government 
of the Diocese of Louisiana. 

The following is the Constitution reported by the Committee : 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 
The Church in Louisiana hereby accedes to the Constitution of the Protestant 
Ep^pal Church in the United States of America, and acknowledges its T 
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ARTICLE n. ^* 

The Annual Convention 6f thei^hurch in this State shall be held on the third 
Wednesday in January, at such place ai^ shall have been determined by the pre- 
ceding Convention. The Bishop shall be, ex officio^ President of the Conven- 
tion ; or in case of his absence, or of a vacancy in tb^ Episcopate, a lyesident 
pro tempore shall be elected by ballot fVom among the Clerical members present. 
A Secretary, who shall also be, ex qffieio. Treasurer of the Convention, shall be 
chosen at the opening of each Convention, and continue in office till the next 
annual Convention. Special meetings of the Convention may be called by the 
Bishop, when, in his judgment, the good of the Church shall require it; and when 
there is no Bishop, by the Standing Committee. 

ARTICLE III. 
The Convention shall be composed of both Clergymen and Lajrmen. All Min- 
isters of this Church in regular standing, who shall have officiated six months in 
some Parish in the State ; Clerical instructors of youth, and Chaplains in the Array 
and Navy, who have been resident in the State six months, shall be members of 
the Convention. Each Parish in the State, in union with this Convention, shall 
be entitled to a representation by three Lay Delegates ; and if it consist of more 
than ftfty families, by five; to be chosen by the Vestry; a certificate of whose ap- 
pointment, signed by the Wardens, shall, before they are admitted to a seat, be laid 
before the Convention. A representation, whether Clerical or Lay, from two- 
thirds of the Parishes in union with this Convention, sbaU constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business; but a smaller liumber may adjourn. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The Clergy and Laity shall deliberate in one body, in all cases not hereinafter 
provided for -, and on every question, a majority of votes of those present shall 
decide, the Bishop or President being entitled to a casting vote. 

ARTICLE V. 

A Standing Committee, to consist of not more than three Clergymen and three 
Laymen, shall be appointed at each annual meeting of the Convention ; any three 
of whom, always including one clerical member, shall be a quorum for the trans- 
action of business ; except for such purposes as, by the Canon of the General 
Convention, shall require a larger number. 

ARTICLE VL 
The election of a Bishop shall be in the following manner : At least four weeks 
before the Convention to be held for the purpose of such election, the Standing 
Committee shall send a notice to the Wardens and Vestry of each Parish, specify- 
ing the business to be laid before the Convention. In the election of a Bishop, 
th^ Clergy and Laity shall vote separately ; the Clergy choosing by ballot some fit 
and qualified person for that office : Whereupon such choice shall be communi- 
cated to the Lay Delegates ; and if, on ballot, the person so chosen is approved by 
the Lay order, he shall be declared to be duly elected. 

ARTICLE vn. 
Delegates to the General Convention shall be appointed, and shall continue in 
office during the time that may intervene between the stated meetings of the Gen- 
eral Convention j but in case of vacancy by death or resignation, a substitute or 
substitutes may be appointed by the Bishop, or if there be no Bishop, by the Pre- 
sident of the Standing Committee. 

ARiiCLE vni. 
This Constitution shall not be subject to alteration except at the annual meeting 
of the Convention ; nor unless such alteration shall have been proposed at a pre- 
vious annual meeting. 



OF LOUISIANA. 

On motion of ifiL Duncan, 

Remflvedj That the Report just read be received ; and that the Constitution 
therein proposed be adopted as the Constitution of the Diocese of Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. Relf, 

Reived, That the Rev. Dr. Wheaton. and the Rev. R. H. Ranney, together 
with Messrs. Thomas Butler, Lucius C. Duncan, Joseph Lovell, and George Law- 
rie, be, and hereby are, appointed Delegates to represent the Church in Louisiana 
at the next General Convention.- And in case or th^ absence of one or more of 
the Lay Delegates, that Mr. William F. Brand, or Mr. James Colles, or both, be, 
and hereby are, appointed in their stead, with the same powers. 

On motion of Mr Duncan, . 

Resolvedj That the Delegates be, and hereby are, instructed to lay the proceed- 
mgs of this Convention before the next General Convention, and to solicit the 
a&iission of the Churches in Louisiana into union with the same. 

On motion, ^ 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be composed of Rev. Dr. Wheaton. 
Rev. R. H. Ranney, and Messrs. L. C. Duncan, Thomas BuUer, and Ridiard Relf, 

On motion, 

Re9olvedj That the Standing Committee be, and hereby are, requested to pre- 
pire suitable Canons for the government of the Church m Louisiana, to be laid 
wfore a future meeting of the Convention : and that the President of the said 
Committee have power to call meeting of the same at his discretion, until such 
time as the mode of calling such meetings shall have been fixed by Canon. 

On motion of Mr. Boyle, 

Ruolved, That the proceedings of this Convention be printed under the super- 
intendence of the President andSecretary. 

The Convention then adjourned, sine die. 

N. S. WHEATON, President 
W. F. Brand, Secretary, 
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Christ Church, New-Orleans, Januart 16, 1839. 

The Annual Couventioa of the Diocese of Louisiana met this 
day, at 11 o'clock. After prayer, the. meeting was called to order by 
the President of the primary Convention. Certificates of election 
were then presented by the lay delegates ; and on calling the roll, the 
following persons, entitled to seats in in the Convention, answered 
to their names : 

Clergy — Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Rector of Christ Church, New- 
Orleans; and the Rev. Roderick H. Ranney, Rector of Grace Church, 
St. Francisville. 

Lay Delegates — from Christ Church, New-Orleans, Lucius C. 
Duncan and James Hopkins; from St. Paul's Church, New-Orleans^ 
Thomas Sloo, jr: and William F. Brand. 

The Convention then organized, by the election of the Rev. N. S. 
Wheaton, President pro tempore^ and William F. Brand, Secretary. 

The following gentlemen were then elected a Standing Committee 
for the ensuing year, viz : Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Rev. R. H. Ranney, 
L. C. Duncan, Thomas Butler, and Richard Relf. 

Mr. Duncan, on the part of the Standing Committee for the last 
year, who had been charged with the duty of preparing suitable Can- 
ons for the government of the Church in Louisiana, reported the fol- 
lowing ; which, on motion, were separately adopted without dissent. 

CANON I. 

OF THE ORGANIZATION OF NEW PARISHES. 

The mode of organizing a new parish shall be as follows : — The friends of the 
Church, being duly convened, shall choose two Wardens, and not less than five 
Vestrymen, and also a Parish Clerk. To entitle such new Parish to be admitted 
into union with this Convention, they shall pass a resolution declaring their adhe- 
sion to the Constitution and Canons of the General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and also of the Diocese of 
Louisiana ; a copy of which resolutions, with the proceedings of the meeting, certi- 
fied by the Clerk, shall be laid before the Convention. 

CANON II. 
OF PARISH MEETINGS. 
The election of the Wardens, Vestrymen, and Parish Clerk, shall be made at the 
annual parish meeting^ to beheld on Easter Monday; which officers shall continue 
in office till the next annual meeting, or till a new election takes place. In case of 
manifiBst expediency, a apecial meeting may be held for this purpose. All persons 
who own or hire a pew, or who contribute annually to the rapport of the ministry, 
iImD bo ontittod to vote. 
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CANON III. 
OP THE COIfyBNTION PUND. 

It ihall be the duty of every Pimf to send annually to the Treasurer of the 
Convention, a sum equal to one per centum on the salary of its minister ; at least 
ten dollars annually ; and the sum so raised shall be appropriated by the Standing 
Committee to pay for publishin^|jh6 Journals, and other contingent expenses of 
the Convention. £ach parish Wt^^ entitled to at least twenty copies of the 
Journals. The Treasurer's amjURbport to the Convention shall contain a state- 
ment of the sums received, th«.|plilies ftom which they were received, and the 
purposes for which they were expen'ded. 

CANON IV. 
OP PARISH REGISTERS AND PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

Every Minister shall keep a Register of Baptisms, Confirmations, Communicants, 
Marriages and Funerals, within his cure, agreeably to the 29th Canon of the Gen- 
eral Convention of 1832. The Record shall specify the name and time of birth of 
the child baptized, with the names of the parents and sponsors ; the name of the 
adult baptized ; the names of the parties married, and of the persons buried ; and 
also the time when each rite was performed. The Register shall be kept by the 
Minister, in a book belonging to the Vestry ; and in case of a vacancy, by the 
Senior Warden. 

It shall be the duty of the Minister to present to the Annual Convention a state- 
ment of the number of Baptisms, Confirmations, Marriages and Funerals within 
his cure ; together with the number of Communicants ; distinguishing the additions, 
removals, and deaths, since the last Report He may also include in the statement 
any other matters tending to throw light on the condition of the parish. 

CANON V. 
OP THE STANDING COMMITTEE. 

The Standing Committee shall organize on the day of their election, by choosing 
a President and Secretary ; the latter of whom shall keep a' Record of all its transac- 
tions, and present an abstract of the same to each annual Convention. The meet- 
ings of the standing Committee may be called at the discretion of the President ; 
and it shall be his duty to call a meeting when requested the^^to by any two of 
its members. 

CANON VI. 
OP THE CONVENTION. 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a sermon, and the adminis- 
tration of the Lord's Supper ; and the preacher shall be nominated by the Bishop, 
or in case of the vacancy of that ofiUce. by the Standing Committee. There shall 
also be prayers every morning during the session of the Convention. 



On motion by Mr. Duncan, it was unanimously. 

Reaolvedf That the Diocese of Louisiana be, and hereby is, placed under the 
ftiU Episcopal charge and authority of the R . Rev. Leonidas Polk. D. D., Mis- 
sionary Bisnop of Arkansas, agreeably to the provisions of the 3d Canon of the 
General Convention of 1838 ; and that he be respectflilly requested to accept the 
same. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be requested to transmit the foregoing 
resolution to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Polk ; and to express the earnest hope of this 
Convention, that he will take the Episcopal oversight of this Diocese. ^ 

Dr. Wheaton, on the part of the Delegates to the last General 
Convention, reported that, agreeably to the instructions they had re- 
ceived, they presented the claims of the churches in Louisiana to be 
admitted into union with the Church; and that by a resolution of the 
General Convention^ Louisiana had been constituted an independent 
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Diocese, in union with the General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United Stales of America. 

PAROCHIAL Sports. 

The RectOT of Christ Charcb, New-Orleans, reported the following ecclesiastical rites in his parish, 

since he assumed the charge thereof ill November, 1838, viz. : 

Bapiismsy (infants 64, adults 6,) 59; — C onnipt ions, 9; — Marriag;es, 20; — Fu- 
nerals, l8:--Communicants, between 130 >IHMP* But one communicant has 
been removed by death. JHV^ 

The condition of the parish is encouragin2p9|^the pews are disposed* of, with 
the exception of a few reserved for strangerspi^ the assemblies for public wor- 
ship are generally full. 

The Rector of Grace Church, St. Francisville. presented a Report, of which the following is an 

abstract : 

His first visit to St. Francisville was in May, 1837. when he consented to re- 
main as Pastor of the parish till November. On the 15th of February, 1838. the 
Church was consecrated, and six persons were confirmed by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Kemper. On the 4th of March, he accepted the Rectorship of the parish. 

Since his first connexion with the Church at St. Francisville, the following 
ecclesiastical rites have been performed, vrz. : 

Baptisms, (infants, 14 white, an«l 31 colored — adults, 7 white, and 25 colored,) 
77; — Marriages, 3; — Funerals, 14; — Communicants, added 2 — total (12 white and 
2 colored] 14; besides 15 Communicants belonging to other denominations. 

The Treasurer reported unpaid a bill for publishing the Journal of 
the Primary Convention, which Mr. Duncan promised to lay before 
the Vestry of Christ Church. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to furnish each of the parishes in the 
Diocese with a manuscript copy of the proceedings of this Convention. 

After prayer by the Rev. Mr. Ranney, the Convention adjourned, 
to meet in Christ Church, New-Orleans, on the third Wednesday in 
January, 1840. 

Attest, 

WM. F. BRAND, Secretary. 
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Rev. DANIEL S. LEWIS, Rector of Grace Church, St Francisville. 
Rev. WILLIAM B. LACEY, D. D., President of College at Baton Rouge. 
Rev. RODERICK H. RANNEY, Professor in the College at Baton Rduge. 
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Christ Church, New Orleans, Jaik 15, 184(X 

This being the day appointed for the meeting of the Aanual Con- 
Tention, several members assembled ; but a quorum not being pre- 
sent, they adjourned to meet the following day at 12 o'clock. 

CiiRisT Chvrch, Jan. 16, 12 o'clock. 

The members met agreeable to adjournment ; and after prayers by 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase, of Illinois, the Convention organized by 
the appointment of the Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D., President pro 
tempore^ and Thomas N. Morgan, Secretary. At the request of the 
President, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Chase presided in the Convention. 

The Rev. Dr. Wheaton, and John Whitehead, Esq., were appoint- 
ed a Committee to receive and examine the certificates of the Lay 
Delegates ; who reported the following persons as entitled to seats in 
the Convention : 

From Christ Church, New Orleans, Richard Relf, James Hop- 
kins, Ambrose Lanfear, Lucius C. Duncan, and John Whitehead ; 

From St. Paul's Church, New Orleans, Richard Swain, Thomas 
Sloo, Jun., and Thomas N. Morgan. 

Present — Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Rev. Charles Goodrich ; James 
Hopkins, Ambrose Lanfear, John Whitehead, Richard Swain, Thos. 
Sloo, Jun., and Thomas N. Morgan. 

On motion by Dr. Wheaton, a Committee was appointed by the 
chair to nominate a Standing Committee for the ensuing year; where- 
upon the following persons were nominated, and confirmed by a vote 
of the Convention; — ' 

Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Rev. Charles Goodrich, Richard Relf, and 
L. C. Duncan. 

The President of the Standing Committee reported, that agreeably 
to the instructions they had received from the last Convention, they 
transmitted to the Rev. Leon idas Polk, Missionary Bishop of Arkan- 
sas, the resolutions of said Convention, placing the Diocese of Lou- 
isiana under his Episcopal charge ; and that they had received the 
following reply ; which, on motion, was directed to be placed on the 
Journal. 

Columbia, Februarjf 14, 1839. 

To the Rev. N. 8. Wfieatan, Preetdent otf the Standing Committee qf tfie Dioeet§ of Louisiana. 

Rev. and Dear Sir, — ^Your favor of the 16th January, covering certain reso- 
hitions of the Convention of the Diocese of Louisiana, placing that Diocese under 
my *' full Episcopal charge and authority, according to the provisions of the 3d 
Canon of the General Convention of 1838, and requesting my acceptance of the 
Hune." is received. 
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For the kind manner in which the Committee has chosen to discharge the duty 
imposed on it by the Convention, you will please accept my cordial thanks ; with 
assurances that I accede to the wishes of the Convention with much pleasure, and 
that I will contribute whatever services I can, consistently with other engage- 
ments, to the furtherance of the interests of our beloved Church in your Diocese. 
With sentiments of great respect, 

Affectionatdy, your friend and brother, 

LE0NIDA8 POLK. 

The President of the Standing Committee read a dismi.ssory letter 
from the Bishop of Pennsylvania, transferring the Rev. William B. 
Lacey^ D. D., from that Diocese to the Diocese of Louisiana. 

On motion, by the Rev. Mr. ^roodrich, 

Resolved, That the Parochial Reports be now received and need. 

PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

The Rector of Chriit Chareb, New*0rleaiu, reporU, for the last year, the following eccleaiaatical 

transsfctioiia in his parish, m.: 

Baptisms, (inftnts 45, adults 2.) 47; — ^Marriages, 13; — Interments, 46; — Com- 
municants, about 150. Tliere are about 70 pupils in the Sunday-school, princi- 
pally the children of members of the parish. $700 have been contributed to 
the Missionary Society; $500 towards erecting a Church at Matagorda; and $170 
for a similar purpose at Key West 

N. S. WHEATON, Rector. 

Report of St. Paul't Parish, New-Orleans. 

Baptisms, (infunts 6. adults 2,) 8 ; — ^Marriages, 2 ; — ^Funerals, 2 ; — Communi- 
cants. (2 died and 4 removed.) 31. 

Since the meeting of the last Convention, a neat edifice has been erected for 
the congregation to worship in ; a flourishing Sunday-school is connected with 
the parish, and the ladies of the society have formed a sewing circle for missiona- 
ary and other benevolent objects. 

C. GOODRICH, Rector of St Paul's. 

The Treasurer of the last Convention reported, that the bill for 
publishing the Journal of the Primary Convention had been paid by 
the Vestry of Christ Church. 

On motion, by Dr. Wheaton, 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to publish the Journals of this and 
the preceding Convention, and to call upon the diflferent parishes for the assess- 
ments specified in the 3d Canon, to defray the expenses thereof. 

On motion, by the Rev. Mr. Goodrich, 

Rfsolved, That the Convention adjourn to meet in Christ Church, New-Orleans, 
at 11 o*clock' on the third Wednesday in January, 1841. 

No more business having been presented, after prayers by the 

Bishop, the Convention adjourned. 

Attest* 

THOMAS N. MORGAN, Secretarg. 
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Christ Church, New-Orleans, January 20, 1841. 

Several Delegates to the Annual Convention of the Diocese of 
Louisiana assembled in Christ Church this day ; but a quorum not 
being present, they adjourned, to meet on the following day, at the 
same place, at 5 P. M. 

Christ Church, January 21, 1841. — 6 P. M. 

The Delegates met, agreeably to adjournment ; and after prayers 
by the Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D., the Ci)nvention was called to 
order* by the same reverend gentleman, and was organized by the 
appointment of the Rev. Dr. Wheaton President, and John 
Whitehead Secretary. 

The Rev. Charles Goodrich, Lucius C. Duncan, and Charles 
Harrod, were appointed by the President a Committee to receive and 
examine the certificates of the Lay Delegates ; who reported the fol- 
lowing persons as entitled to seats in the Convention, viz. : 

From Christ Church, New- Orleans — James Hopkins, Charles 
Harrod, Lucius C. Duncan, and John Whitehead. 

From St Paul's Church, New-Orleans — Richard Swain, J. W» 
Andrews, and F. R. South may d. 

The following members were found to be present, on a call of their 
names by the Secretary, viz.: 

Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Rev. Charles Goodrich, James Hopkins, 
Charles Harrod, Lucius C. Duncan, Richard Swain, J. W. An- 
drews, ^F. R. Southmayd, and John Whitehead. 

On motion by Mr. Harrod, 

The Conv^tion proceeded to the election of a Standing Commit- 
tee for the ensuing year ; whereupon the following persons were 
elected, viz.: 

Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Rev. Charles Goodrich, Richard Relf, and 
Lucius C. Duncan. , 

The following persons were nominated and appointed Delegates 
to the General Convention, to be held the present year, viz.: 

Rev. N. S. Wheaton, Rev. Charles Goodrich, Rev. D. S. Lewis, 
Rev. William B. Lacy, Lucius C. Duncan, James CoUes, J. W. 
Andrews, and John Whitehead. 

On motion by Mr. Duncan, 

Resolved, That the Parochial Reports be now reoelTed and read. 

PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

The Rector of Christ ChiliDh, New-Orleans, presents the following Report of Ecclesiastical transac- 
tions in his Parish since the last Convention, viz.: 

Baptisms, (infants 38» adults 1,) 39; — ^Marriages, 16; — Interments, 15. 

Tm Sunday-school is still almost exclusively composed of the children of the 
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parish, — the zealous efforts of the teachers to bring in those who spend the Lord's 
day in the streets having proved ineffectual. The school is well taught by a com- 
petent number of instructors, every way qualified for their duties, and is attended 
by 70 or 80 pupils. 

It is impossible to state the precise number of Communicants, on account of the 
fluctuating character of the population. It may be estimated, however, at about 
160. 

Five hundred dollars have been remitted to the Church Missionary Society for 
domestic purposes. 

N. S. WHEATON, Rector. 

ReptMrt of 8t. Pwil't Parish, New-Orieana. 

Baptisms, finfiints 9, adults 1,) 10; — ^Marriages, 5 i — Funerals, 3; — Communi- 
cants, (added 20. removed I, died 3.) 47. 

The Church edifice was consecrated by the Rt Rev. Bishop Pdk on ;the 34th 
March, 1840. The number of children attending the SundayHM^ool has been 
considerably enlarged, amounting at this time to 140 pupils. 

Contributipns to the Missionary Society, $275. 

CHARLES GOODRICH, Rector. 

The following Report was not received till afler the session of the 
Convention ; 

Report of Grace Gfanrch, St FraneisviDe. 

Baptisms, (infants, 27 white, and 30 colored — adults, 4 white,) 61; — Confirma- 
tions, 1 1 ;— Marriages, 4j — Funerals, 19;'-Communicant8— -added 13, removed 2*- 
total (21 white, and 4 colored) 25. Sundav scholars 50 — ^teachers 8. 

The Rector would add, that the spiritual prospects of this Church are encour- 
aging. The attendance on public worship is oonstantiy increasing, and its happy 
influence marked and £9lt among this community. Our Church has been greatly 
improved in the past year, and a beauti^l organ presented l^ a communicant, 
whose name will long be identified with the interests of the Church in this place. 

D. S. LEWIS, Rector. 

Dr. Wheaton read a letter from the Rt Rev. Bishop Polk, an- 
nouncing his intention to visit the churches in this city early in 
March ensuing. 

Mr. Duncan, of the Standing Committee, made a verbal report of 
the proceedings of that Committee during the past year. 

No more business having been presented, 

On motion by Mr. Harrod, 

Resolved, That after prayers, this Convention adjourn, to meet in St Paul's 
Church, New-Orleans, at 2 oVlock, on the third Wednesday of January, 1842. 

After prayers by Rev. Mr. Goodrich, the Convention adjourned. 

N. S. WHEATON, President. 
Attest 
J. Whitehead, Secretary, 
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Christ Church, New-Orleans, May 20, 1841. 

A Special Convention of the Diocese of Louisiana was held this 
day, at 5 P. M., in Christ Church, New-Orleans, agreeably to a no- 
tice issued by the Standing Committee, under the 2d article of the 
Constitution, to the following effect, viz.: 

Ist Resolvedj That a special Convention be held in this Diocese, for the pur- 
pose of requesting; the General Convention to elect a Bishop for the same. 

2d. Rtmlvei^ That said Convention be held in Christ Church, New-Orleans, on 
the 20th of May instant, at 5 o*clock P. M.; ani that the Secretary of the Stand- 
in; Comrnittee be instructed to communicate these resolutions to each Clergyman 
in this Diocese. 

After prayers by the 'Rev. Mr. Lewis, the Convention was organ- 
ized by the appointment of the Rev. Dr. Wheaton, President, and 
John Whitehead, Secretaiy. 

The Rev. Mr. Lewis and Lucius C. Duncan were nominated a 
committee to examine the testimonials of the Lay Delegates ; who 
reported the following persons, as entitled to seats in the Conven- 
tion, viz.: 

From Christ Church, New-Orleans — Leonard Matthews, L. C 
Duncan, Charles Harrod, George E. Payne, and John Whitehead. 

From St. Paul's Church, New-Orleans — Thomas Sloo, Jr., Thos. 
N. Morgan, and William Goodrich. 

From Grace Church, St. Francisville — Albert G. Howell, John 
Collins, and R. £. Butler. 

The roll being called, the following persons were found to be 
present, viz. : 

Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D., Rev. Charles Goodrich, Rev. D. S. 
Lewis, and Rev.^ Roderick H. Ranney ; L. Matthews, L. C* Dj^n- 
can, Charles Harrod, G. E. Payne, J. Whitehead, T. Sloo, Jr., T. 
N. Morgan, J. Collins, and R. E. Butler. 

The object of the Convention was then stated by the President ; 
and after some remarks by Mr. Duncan, the following preamble andf 
resolutions, seconded by Mr. Lewis, were submitted by him to the 
Convention, and adopted unanimously : 

To ttu Oerurat Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America;. 

Whereas, the Diocese of Louisiana, with its numerous and rapidly increasing 
population, presents an inviting field for the establishment of new parishes in 
connexion with the Protestant Episcopal Church ; and, 

WkereaSt the slow progress it has hitherto made may, in a great measure, be 
flrttributed to the want of an Episcopal Overseer, who could give his undivided 
attention to the spiritual concerns of the Diocese; and 

Whereas, while, the Convention b^rs grateful testimony to the piety, fidelity, 
■Bd arduous laboum of the Missionary Bishop of Arkansas, of which the Church 

4 



2g JOURNAL OF THE CONyENTION OP LOUISIANA, IStt. 

in Loaisiana has enjoyed tbe benefi^fmoe it was placed under his charge, and 
poses unabated confidence in his zeil in its behalf, and readiness to do all in his> 
power to promote its interest, consistently with his duty to tbe Church in other 
portions of the wide region which now owns his spiritual jurisdiction, it cannot 
be insensible to the fact, that the self-devotion of no one man can be adequate to 
meet the spiritual wants of a population so large, and so destitute of the ordi> 
nances of Christianity : therefore, 

Resolvefl, That the General Convention be, and hereby are, requested to elect a 
Bi«tiop over tbe Diocese of Louisiana, aapreeably to the provisions of Canon I., 
Section 1, of the General Convention of 1838. 

Resolved, That the Delegates to the next General Convention be, and hereby 
are, instructed to present the aforesaid preamble and resolutions to that body, at 
its session in the City of New- York, on the first Wednesday in October, 1841. 

No other business having been presented, afler prayers by the 
President, the Convention adjourned, sine die. 

N. S. WHEATON, PrendtnL 
Attest ; 
J. Whitehead, Secretary. 
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St. Paul's Church, Nbw Orlbams, Jan. 18, 1842. 

This being the day appointed for the Annual Meeting of the Con- 
vention, several members assembled in St. Paul's Chinch; but a 
quorum not being present, they adjourned till to-morrow at 11 o'clocki 
to meet in the same place. 

January 20th. 

The members met agreeably to adjournment. 

Divine service was performed by the Rev. Mr, Burke, of Natchi- 
toches, and the sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Wheaton ; 
after which, the Communion was administered by the Rt Rev. the 
Bishop of the Diocese. 

The Convention was then called to order by the Bishop ; and on 
motion^ Lucius C. Ddncan was appointed Secretary of the Conven- 
tion. 

On motion, the Rev. Dr. Wheaton, the Rev. D. S. Lewis, and 
the Hon. Thomas Butler, were appointed a Committee to receive and 
examine the certificates of the Lay Delegates. 

On calling the roll, the foUowiog Clerical members answered to 
their names, viz. : 

Rev. J. Burke, Rev. C. Goodrich, Rev. D. S. Lewis, and Rev. 
N. S. Wheaton. 

The Committee on the Certificates of the Lay Delegates reported 
the following gentlemen as duly elected, viz. : 

From Christ Church, New-Orleans — Richard Relf, Charles Harrod, 
Leonard Matthews, B. F. Lowndes, and L. C. Duncan. < 

From St. Paul's Church, New-Orleans — Thos. N. Morgan, John 
W. Andrews, and F. R. South mayd. 

From Grace Church, St. Francisville — ^Thomas Butler, John L. 
Lobdell, and James Flower, Jun. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen answered to their 
names, and took their seats, viz. ; 

Messrs. Harrod, Matthews, Lowndes, Duncan, Andrews, South- 
mayd, and Butler. 

The Journal of the last Annual Convention, and also the Journal 
of the Special Convention held in May last, were then read by the 
Secretary. 

I n behalf of the Delegates to the late General Convention, Mr. 
Duncan reported, that they had complied with the instructions of the 
Special Convention, and presented the memorial praying the Gene- 
ral Convention to elect a Bishop ov^ this Diocese ; and that the 
Rt Rev. Leonidas Polk, D. D., Missionary Bishop of Arkansas, 
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had been unanimously elected to that office. The evidence of this 
election was also presented by Mr. Duncan, and directed to be in- 
serted in the Journals of this Convention. 



[EXTRACT.] 

"House or Bishops, Nev6-York, October 16th, 1841. 
On motion of Bishop Brownell, seconded by Bishop Otey, 

Resolved, That the House do now proceed to nominate a Bishop for Louisiana. 

The House aoconUngly proceeded to ballot,' when it appeared that the Rt Rev. 
Leonidas Polk» D. D., was unanimously elected, to be nominated to the House of 
Clerical and Lay Deputies. 

On the same day, at the evening session, the following Message was received : 

The Hoiise of Clerical and Lay Deputies inform the House of Bishops that they 
have concurred in the nomination, made by the House of Bishops, of the Rt Rev. 
Leonidas Polk, D. D., to be the Bishop of Louisiana. 

Thereupon, Bishop Polk, in person, resigned the office of Missionary Bishop ; 
and it was, on motion, 

Resohedf That the resignation of Bishop Polk be accepted. 

Bishop Polk then declared his acceptance of the office of Bishop of Louisiana. 

A true copy. 

[attest] 

JONA. M. WAINWRIGHT, 

Secretary of the Howe qf Btttwpa. 

Bishop Polk then rose and delivered the following 

ADDRESS: 

BELOVED BRETHREN, 

I appear before you for the first time, in obedience to an invi- 
tation you have felt moved, under God^ to extend me, to assume the 
office of chief pastor among you. 

The confidence you have manifested towards me, during the period 
in which I have been your Provisional Bishop, encourages roe to 
hope, that our future intercourse, in the more intimate relation we now 
sustain to each other, may be characterized by a like spirit of brotherly 
kindness. 

Knit together as we are, we form one body ; and are, in Christ, to 
be co-workers with God, for the promotion of His glory, and the salva- 
tion of men. How well then does it become us to be of one mind 
and of one heart, that we may the more effectually <^ strive together 
for the faith once delivered to the saints." 

Let us therefore, in the threshold of our existence as an organized 
diocese, lift our hearts in devout prayer to Him, from whom all holy 
desires and good counsels come, that He would evermore preside in 
the midst of us ; repress our tendencies to error ; encourage and prompt 
us to the pursuit and love of ^^ the truth ;" and make us as ^^ an house 
tet unity in itself." 

The work we have to perform in the field assigned us, and which is 
intrusted chiefly to the clergy, has been plainly indicated. 

We have had the Bible, as the written word of God, placed in our 
kvidfl by those from whom we have received our commissions, and 
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whom we recogDize as Christ's ambassadors ; and been charged to 
<^ dispense it faithfully." In doing this, we shall of course be com- 
pelled to obey the further injunction laid upon us at our ordination, to 
dispense with equal faithfulness those holy sacraments, revealed by 
that word as of divine institution, and of binding obligation on all 
the followers of Christ. * 

That branch of the Church Catholic to which we belong, has given 
us in her creeds, articles, homilies, and services, a brief, but compre- 
hensive exposition of her views of the doctrines, she has commis- 
sioned us to teach. With these for our guides, referring us, as they all 
do, for their truth and authority, to " most certain warrant of holy 
Scripture," we cannot greatly err. 

As ambassadors of Christ, we have been called by His spirit, and 
appointed to discharge a particular trust; — ^to be co-workers with the 
Holy Ghost, in the extension and establishment of His kingdom upon 
earth. 

Our business is to preach the "word of reconciliation;" — to en- 
deavour to establish in the minds and hearts of our hearers a sense 
of their ruin ; and point them to their remedy. 

In accomplishing this, we cannot do better than to take for our 
guides, those first heralds of the cross, who, being the immediate sub- 
jects of the teaching of the founder of our faith, must be presumed to 
have incurred least risk of error ; and of whose preaching and teach- 
ing we have such abundant memorials in the pages of holy writ. 

By referring to these, we cannot but observe in the writings of them 
all, especially in those of him who was the chief preacher among 
them, the importance attached to a few leading doctrines as cardinal 
points in the system. " Christ crucified " was the ever-recurring theme 
of (heir ministry. The expanding and following up of that one single 
principle, in all its legitimate details, comprised the burden of the 
ministry of the Apostle to the Gentiles. It was to Christ he referred 
perpetually, as the source and end of all his teaching ; as the author 
and finisher of the faith he preached ; the great sacrifice for sin ; the 
" end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth;" — and 
to whom he commended the trembling penitent, as to a friend, a refuge^ 
and a Saviour. 

We have then, in pursuance of the example of the Apostles, as the 
chief work of our ministry, to pursuade men "to be found in Christ;" 
to be united to Him as the members to the body, as the branches to 
the vine; to be grafted into Him by faith; such faith as, being found- 
ed on a conviction of his ruin, compels the sinner to entertain hum- 
bling views of himself on the one hand, and elevates and magnifies 
Christ, in all his offices, on the other ; as leads the spirit of the 
penitent captive, and subjects it, in its will and affections, to a sub- 
missive obedience to the law of Christ 

A faith, thus issuing in a devout desire to be conformed to the will 
of Christ, renders the believer teachable, and prompts him to a sin- 
cere and earnest diligence in seeking for the outward ordinances and 
appointments of his Lord's kingdom. This devolves upon us, the 
ministers of that kingdom, the responsibility and duty of guiding them 
in their inquiriea : we have to point them to the door of admission 
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into the visible fold ; and it is our offlce, also, to admit them to • 
participation of its privileges ; having taught them, it is our dutj to 
baptize them, and to seal thereby unto them, the promises of forgive- 
ness of sin, and adoption to be die sons of God bj the Holy Ghost. 

Becoming thus the children of God by faith in Christ, through the 
operation of the Holy Ghost, they are intrusted to our care to be 
nourished and brought up for Christ As pastors of His flock, we are 
to warn them against the ^^ rudiments of the world," and feed them 
with <^ the sincere milk of the word ;" << daily reading and weighing 
the Scriptures, that we may wax riper and stronger in our ministry,'' 
and <* become faithful and wise stewards, able to give them their por- 
tion in due season." 

fiy taking heed to ourselves, beloved brethren, and to the ministry 
which requires us thus to watch for the souls of those committed to 
our care, dispensing to them diligently the comfortable sacrament of 
the body and blood of Christ, — that precious pledge of His love, and 
memorial of his death, we may hope to promote *<an agreement in the 
faith," to fulfil the work we have been commissioned to perform, and 
to save ourselves and those who hear us. 

From this brief view of the work before us, many particulars sug- 
gest themselves as necessary to its accomplishment. Besides the 
preparation of our own minds and hearts, by diligent study, and 
earnest calling upon God for the enlightening and sanctifying influ- 
ences, of His Holy Spirit; parishes are to be organized, and compe- 
tent men sought for, whose attainments, zeal, and piety, shall fit them 
for aiding us in the work of the ministry. 

Such men, we may scarcely hope to find willing to come among 
us from abroad, in suflicient numbers to supply our immediate wants ; 
we must, therefore, mainly rely on raising them up from among our- 
selves. God has given us a work to perform ; and doubtless, if we be 
faithful, He will supply the instruments necessary for its accom- 
plishment. 

With regard to enactments for the regulattoa of our eeclesiactical 
aflair/^ it may be unnecessary to observe that, for a diocese so recent- 
ly organized, our wants of necessity are few and simple. Such as 
may be required, I doubt not your wisdom and prudence, under the 
guidance of the great Head of the Church, will adequately supply. 

Commending you to His Grace, 

I am, faithfully, 

Your Brother in Christ. 

LEONID AS POLK. 

JVeio Orleansy January 20th, 1842. 

Mr. Duncan, the Secretary of the Standing Committee, reported, that 
the action of that Committee, during the past year, had been limited: 
to the call of the Special Convention. 

On motion. 

The Rev. Mr. Lewis, and the Hon. Thomas Butler, were appoint- 
ed a nominating committee, to nominate members of the Standing 
Committee for die following year.*^The Committee having retired, 
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shortlj retunied, and reported the names of the following gentlemen, 
who were unanimously elected : 

Rev. Dr. Wheaton, Mr. L. Matthews, 
Rev. Mr. Goodrich, Mr. C. Harrod, 
Rev. Mr. Burke, IM^. L. C. Duncan. 

The President then called upon the Rectors of the several Churches 
for their parochial reports ;r— whereupon the following reports were 
presented, read, and ordered to be placed on the Journal : 

PAROCHIAL REPORTS, 
from Christ Cfanrch, New Orleans :— The Rector of Christ Church. New Orleans, reports as follows:- 

Bmptisms, (adults 2, inflints 44,) 46 ; — Marriages, 21 }— Fvinerals, 75 ; — Commu- 
nicants, about 150 i — Sunday Scholars, about 70. 

In regard to the number of Communicants, the Rector is still unable to present 
iny other than a vague report ; and repeated endeavours to make out an accurate 
Hat. have satisfied him of the inutility of the attempt, in a population so fluctuating 
and uncertain. The above is given simply as an approximation towards the 
truth. 

The increase in the number of interments over those of the preceding year — an 
increase of from 15 to 75 — ^would alone be sufficient to mark the past season as 
one of visitation by the pestilence. 

The benefits of the Sunday School are still confined principally to the children 
of the parish ; the zealous endeavours of the teachers to brin^ within their sphere 
the children most needing religious instruction having met with little success. 

Large contributions have been required of our citizens to alleviate the distress 
occasioned by the epidemic. Of this burthen, the members of the parish, it is be- 
lieved, have taken their full share, as well as in the contributions for other benevo- 
knt purposes. 

N. S. WHEATON, Rector. 

From St Paul's Church, New-Oileans. 

The Rector of the parish of St Paul's has to report to the Convention the con- 
tinued and increasing prosperity of the church and congregation committed to his 
spiritual oversight 

The following ecclesiastical services have been rendered since the last meeting 
of the Convention, viz. : 

Baptisms, (adults 1, infants 21,) 22; — Funerals, 3; — Marriages. 4; — ^Present 
number of Communicants, 46 ;—J[ removed 9, died 4, added 14 ;)— Number of 
Scholars connected with the Sunday School, 124 ; — Teachers, 19. ^ 

The following contributions have been made by the congregation during the 
put year: 

To Bible, Tract, and Missionary Societies, .... $365 00 

To other Benevolent objects, 229 00 

Towards the payment of the Church Debt, .... 400 00 

Total, ... $994 00 

A Female Benevolent Society for the Relief of the Destitute Poor of the City, 
wm organized in the spring of the year, and has been ever since in a course of suc- 
cessful operation. 

The Rector would not fail to notice at this time the liberality of the Consistonr 
of the French Kvangelical Church of New Orleans, who, at the instance of L. C. 
Duncan, Ksq., have nobly released the parish from a debt of ^500, contracted two 
or three years ago, by the purchase of the organ, formerly used in the worship of the 
French Church. 

C. GOODRICH, Rector of St Paul'^. 

From Grace Church, St Francisville. 

Baptisms, (infants 24, aZdults 3.) 27 ; — ^Marriages. 5 ; — ^Interments, 8 ; — Commu- 
nicants, (added 5, removed 1,) 30 ; — Sunday Scholars, about 50; — ^Teachers 9 ; — 
Collections for Missionary Society, and other obiects, $175. 

In reviewing the period of his connexion with this parish, the Rector feels that 
be has luuch to encourage him. and much to be thankful for. The attendance 
upon public worship has steadily increased ; and the forms and doctrines of the 
Church are evidently becoming better understood and appreciated. Through the 
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zeal and acttvity of a few individuala, the Sundtev School has been sastained with 
great interest, and he cannot but feel that ^ood has resulted and will continue to 
result from this branch of religious instruction, and that both teachers and scholars 
will reap an abundant reward for their constant attendance and untiring efforts in 
this work. 

D. S. LEWIS, Rector. 

The following Reports were not received till after the Convention 
had adjourned : 

From the Rer. Mt. Raimey, Freiident of the College at Baton Roage. 

During the first half of the past year. Dr. Laoe^ and myself offidated conjointly 
every Sunday, with one or two exceptions, at Baton Rouge, in a room politely 
tendered by the officers of the garrison. Since his departure. I have difK;har»;ea 
the whole duty myself. The congregation is gradually increasing. At present, 
from forty to seventy usually attend, four only of whom belong to the garrison. 
The parish has not yet been organized, as there is at present no business for a 
Vestry, and the Church is dependant on the continuance of the College of Baton 
Rouge. My official services in the Church have been rendered without anj^ com- 
pensation. 

Baptisms, (adult 1, infknts 6,) 6; — ^Marriages, Ij — ^Funerals, 2; — Communi- 
cants, 5. ' > 

R. H. RANNEY. 

From the Church at Natcfaitochet. 

This church was organized on the 23d day of May, 1841, since which time, the 
Minister reports the following ecclesiastical services : 

Baptisms, (infants,) 4 ;— ^Iarriages, 3; — Interments, 2} — Communicants, 7 ; — 
Families, 48 ; — Sunday Scholars, 60 ; — Teachers. 8. 

Contributed, towards the Spirit of Missions. $20; — for the purchase of an Or- 
gan, $131,50 ; — for Sunday School Books. $20. 

Since the organization of the Parish, public services have been held twice on 
each Sunday till December; since which time, the evening servipe has been inter- 
rupted by the occupation of the Court House by the Methodists. 

A liberal supply of Prayer Books has enabled me to distribute them at Green- 
wood, Shreveport, Alexandria, and Donaldson ville, and to place two or three 
copies in each steamboi&t on Red River. 

JOHN BURKE, 

Mitaiooary at Natchitoches. 

On motion by the Rev. Mr. Lewis, 

Resolved, That when this Convention adjourn, it do adjourn to meet in Grace 
€hurcb, St Francisville, on the third Wednesday of January, 1843. 

The following Resolution, presented by the Rev. Mr. Lewis, and 
seconded by the Hon. Thomas Butler, was laid on the table, for con- 
sideration at the next annual meeting : 

Resolved, That the second article of the Constitution of' this Diocese be so 
amended, ao to allow and require every Annual Convention to fix the time and 
place of meeting of each succeeding Annual Convention. 

On motion by the Rev. Mr. Goodrich, seconded by the Rev. Dr. 

Wheaton, 

Resolved, That the Secretary cause to be published the Journals of the two 
Conventions of this Church held during the last year, as also the Journal of this 
Convention : and inasmuch as the preceding Journals are nearly out of print, and 
contain matters of interest to the Church at large in this Diocese : that he cause 
the same to be reprinted, together with a brief history of the Episcopal Church in 
Louisiana ; and that he call upon the several churches tor their assessments in 
defraying the expenses of the publication. 

After prayers by the Bishop, the Convention adjourned, sine die. 

Attest, 

LUCIUS C. DUNCAN, Secretary. 
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In compliance 'with a resolution of the Convention erf 1842, the 
Secretary has collected and embodied in the following brief narrative 
the most important ^facts, connected with the early history of the 
Church in Louisiana : 

By treaty with France, in April, 18C3, Louisiana was ceded to the 
United States, and possession was given in the following December. 
Among the American residents at that period were a number of 
Protestants, who early associated themselves for the puipose of estab- 
lishing a church in the city of New Orleans. The earliest record of 
their proceedings, is found in the Minutes of Christ Church, New 
Orleans ; from which it appears that, on the 2nd day of June, 1815, 
a number of gentlemen assembled for the purpose <<of obtaining as 
speedily as possible a Protestant Clergyman to come and reside in 
New Orleans to preach the Gospel." A second meeting was held on 
the 9th of June in the same year ; when it was resolved to hold a 
general meeting on the 15th of the same month, << to determine the 
Religious Denomination of the Clergyman to be invited ;" and at that 
general meeting, it was found that, out of the 53 votes given, 45 were 
in favour of an £piscopal clergyman, 7 of a Presbyterian, and 1 of a 
Methodist. It was at the same meeting resolved, that the new church 
be known by the name of Christ Church. 

A Committee of Correspondence was immediately appointed to 
confer with the Bishops of the Church in the Noilhern States, which 
resulted in the appointment of the Rev. Philander Chase, then a 
Presbyter in the Diocese of New-York, who entered upon his duties 
in November in the same year ; and continued to hold the oflbe of 
Rector of the parish till March, 1811, when he removed t6 A^on- 
necticut. 

On the 3d of July, 1805, the first Protestant Church in Louisiana 
was incorporated by the Territorial Government, under the title of 
" The Church Wardens and Vestrymen of Christ Church, in the 
County of Orleans." On the 2nd of May in the following year, the 
title was changed to that of " The Rector, Church Wardens, and 
Vestrymen of Christ Church, in the County of Orleans, in communion 
with the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of Ameri- 
ca :" — which charter still continues in force. 

From the period of the departure of Mr. Chase till 1814, the Church 
was without a Rector. During that year, the Rev. James F. Hull was 
invited to that office, which he continued to fill till his death, which 
occurred in the spring of 1833. 

In the autumn of 1834, the Rt Rev. Bishop Brownell, of the Diocese 
of Connecticut, visited New Orleans on the invitation of the W^ardens 
and Vestry of Christ Church, and remained through the winter dis- 
the duties of Rector of the parish. In the month of March, 
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1835, a Convention of the Dioceses of Mississippi and Alabama, anjd 
of the Churches of Louisiana, was held in New Orleans, under the 
authority of a Canon of the General Convention, allowing said 
Dioceses and Churches to unite in the election of a Bishop. Thia 
Convention adopted a Constitution, and assumed the title of ^' The 
South Western Diocese ;" and proceeded to die election of the Rev. 
Francis L. Hawkes as their Bishop ; who declined the appointment 

During parts of the years 1835, and 1836, the Church was favoured 
with only occasional ministrations ; and in the autumn of 1836, 
Bishop Brownell again acceded to the inv^'tation of the Yestry to pay 
them a visit ; and continued with the Parish through the winter. 

In the spring of 1837 he consecrated the new church edifice, 
Christ Church, Canal Street The following appropriate hymn form- 
ed a part of that interesting ceremony : 



FOR THE CONSECRATION OF CHRIST CHURCH. 

By Mri. Sigrourney. 

# 
I. 

Behold the Temple ! God of grace ! 

From each unhallowed purpose Ave, 
Which, trusting in our Saviour's name, 

We gladly consecrate to Thee. 

II. 
Here bid our prayers accepted rise ; 

Bend to our praise Tl}y listening ear. 
And smile upon the vows that break 

From fervent lips and hearts sincere. 

III. 
The pure baptismal water bless, 

Which here our infant race shall seal, 
And with Thy presence cheer the flock 
i That daily round this altar kneel. 

IV. 
Lift up your heads, ye holy gates, , 

And hail the Gospel's peaceful sway, 
Tea, lift your heads exulting high, 

And give the King of glory way. 

V. 
So may the gates of Heaven unfold, 

With music's everlasting strain. 
To many a qouI who 'neath this dome 

Salvation's priceless pearl shall gain. 

On the 16th of February, 1837, the Wardens and Vestry unani- 
mously elected the Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D., then President of 
Washington College in Connecticut, as their Rector; who entered 
on the duties of his office in November, and was instituted early in 
the following year. 

On the 28th of April, 1838, a Convention of the Clergy and Churches 
of Louisiana was held in Christ Church, for the purpose of organiz- 
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ing said churches into an independent Diocese. A Constitution was 
adopted, and delegates were appointed to attend the General Conven- 
tion, to be held iu Philadelphia, in September of the same year ; at 
which time, Louisiana was admitted as a Diocese in connexion 
with the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America. 

The first Annual Convention was held on the 16th of January, 
1839; when, by a unanimous vote, the Diocese was placed under the 
full Episcopal charge and authority of the Kt. Rev. Leonidas Polk, 
D. D., then Missionary Bishop of Arkansas. The charge was ac- 
cepted, and Bishop Polk continued to officiate as Bishop of the 
Diocese till the General Convention of 1841. 

To that Convention, a memorial was presented, from a Special 
Convention of the Diocese, held in May of the same year, soliciting 
the election of a Bishop of Louisiana; which resulted in the appoint- 
ment, by an unanimous vote of both houses, of the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Polk to the office. 

As the history of Christ Church is, in fact, the history of the Church 
in Louisiana, during the early period of its existence, the narrative 
has not been interrupted by a reference to ecclesiastical proceedings 
in other parts of the State. 

On the 16th of March, 1820, a church was incorporated under the 
title of " The Episcopal Congregation of Baton Rouge." The mem- 
bers of this congregation have been few in numbers, and are held 
together by the voluntary ministrations of the President of the College. 
The Church has never been regularly organized. 

On the 7th of February, 1829, Grace Church, St. Francisville, was 
incorporated, a congregation having been previously gathered by the 
labours of the Rev. Mr. Bowman, who came to St Francisville as a 
Missionary in 1826, and remained there till his death, which hap- 
pened in August, 1835. The Church was supplied, with occasional 
interruptions, by the Rev. Messrs. Monroe and Ranney, till 18^39 ; 
when the present Rector, the Rev. D. S. Lewis, was called to the 
charge of the Parish. 

St Paul's Church, in the City of New Orleans, was incorporated 
on the 14th of February, 1840, under the pastoral care of the present 
Kector, the Rev. Charles Goodrich, who commenced his labours in 
the autumn of the year 1838. The church was consecrated in March, 
1840, and is a very neat and convenient edifice. 
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Grace Church, St. Francisvillc, Jan. 18, 1843. 

This being the day designated by the Constitution for the annual 
meetings of the Convention, several of the Clergy and Laity assembled 
in Grace Church, St. Francisville, at 1 1 o'clock, A. M., when morn- 
ing prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. Litton of Tennessee, assisted by 
the Rev. Mr. Renouf, of Massachusetts, and a sermon delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Wheaton of New-Orleans. After the administration of the 
Holy Communion, the Convention was called to order by Dr. Whea- 
ton, President pro tempore, in the absence of the Bishop. George E. 
Payne was chosen Secretary. 

On motion, the Rev. Dr. Lacey and the Hon. Thomas Butler were 
appointed a Committee, to receive and examine the certificates of the 
Lay Delegates, and report to the Convention. 

The Convention then adjourned till to-morrow after divine service. 

January 19. 
The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. Divine service 
was performed by the Rev. Messrs. Goodrich and Burke, and a ser- 
mon preached by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of the Diocese. 

The Convention was then called to order — ^the Bishop in the Chair. 
On calling the roll, the following Clerical members answered to 
their names ; viz. 

Rev. John Burke, Rev. C. Goodrich, Rev. W. B. Lacey, D. D., 
Bcv. D. S. Lewis, and Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D. 

The Committee on certificates of the Lay Delegates reported the 
fcllowing gentlemen as duly chosen, viz. 

From Christ Church, New-Orleans, — Joseph N. Chambers, Benja- 
min Lowndes, Greorge E. Payne, J. M. Norman, and J. B. Grayson. 
From St Paul's Church, New-Orleans, — ^J. W. Andrews. 
From Grace Church, St. Francisville, — Thomas Butler, Ira Smith, 
and J. J. Weems. 

. From Trinity Church, Natchitoches, — J. G. Campbell, A. Sompey- 
im^ E. O. Blanchard, G. S. Walmsley, and W. B. Young. 

The roll being called, the following gentlemen appeared and took 
their seats; viz. 
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Messrs. Chambers, Payne, Andrews, Butler, Smith, Weems, nxL 
Young. 

On motion, Resolved, that the Clergy of other Dioceses, who ma- 
happen to be present, be admitted to honorary seats in this Conventioa 
Whereupon, the following Clergymen took their seats as honorar 
members ; the Bev. Messrs. Crane and Boyd from Mississippi ; tt 
Rev. Mr. Litton from Tennessee ; the Rev. Mr. Renouf from Massi 
chusetts; and the Rev. Mr. Eaton from Texas. 

The minutes of the session yesterday were then read and approved 
after which the Bishop delivered the following 
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Brethren of the Clergy and Laity. 

We are again permitted, by the good providence of God, to assemU 
in Convention, to deliberate on the affairs of that portion of the Churc 
of Christ committed to our care ; and I would invoke you to join ir 
in offering up to our heavenly Father sincere and devout thanks, fi 
the many mercies he has vouchsafed us, as members of his kingdom c 
earth, during the last ecclesiastical year. 

Our number, though small, has not been made less by the hand 
death ; and God has been very merciful in abating the violence 
the pestilence, to which a certain portion of our population, more « 
less intimately associated with all the rest, is annually exposed. P 
these mercies of his Providence, and the greater mercies of his Grac 
let us feel ourselves constrained to be devoted for the future more ii. 
reservedly to his service. 

Before proceeding to the business of the Convention, I shall lay t 
fore you, in obedience to the requisition of the canons, the records 
my official acts since the last Convention ; with such other inform 
tion and suggestions, as the state of the Diocese and of the Church 
large seems to me to demand. 

I have during the last year given my official approbation to the cc 
secration of the Rev. John Johns, D. D., and the Rev. Manton Ea^ 
burn, D. D. to the office of the Episcopate, the former as Assists 
Bishop of Virginia ; the latter as Assistant Bishop of Massachusetts.- 
The consecration of both these gentlemen you have seen announced 
the public prints ; and herein do we find cause for deep gratitude 
Almighty God, who continues thus to watch over and guard the ini 
rests of his Church, extending its benefits through the instrumental! 



of tbe apostolical office, and by the labors of well tried and faithful 
men. 

My exertions for the welfare of our own Diocese have been, for sev- 
eral reasons, less during the year past, than during any similar period 
since my official connexion with it. The want of health in the early 
Jart of the year, and the necessity of being absent with a view to the 
removal of my family hither, have prevented my seeing certain portions 
of the Diocese, which I had confidently hoped to embrace in my yearly 
Tiaitation. 

On the Sunday immediately following the adjournment of the last 
Convention, I preached in Christ Church, New-Orleans, in the morn- 
ing, and in St. Pauls, in the same City, in the afternoon. 

During the six weeks next ensuing, I was disqualified for the per- 
formance of any official duty, by an attack of inflammation of the lungs. 
On my recovery, I held service on La Fourche, and preached on the 
13th of March, tp a devout congregation of colored persons. 

The Sunday following, March 20th, I passed in the City of New- 
Orleans, where by appointment I preached and held confirmation, in 
the morning in Christ Church, where I confirmed nine persons, and in 
the afternoon in St. Pauls, where I confirmed four others. 

On Easter Sunday, I officiated in St. Pauls Church, New-Orleans, 
in the morning, and in Christ Church at night. 

On the Sunday after, 3d April, I read the service and preached at 
Donaldsonville. This was the second occasion on which the services 
of the Church had ever been held there. And I could not but remark 
on the familiarity manifested by a highly respectable congregation with 
our formularies, indicating very plainly, that it was a point at which, at 
no distant day, we might see a congregation organized, and a Church 
edifice erected. 

The two following Sundays were passed on La Fourche, and devoted 
to the colored race. 

The next Sunday, April 24th, I devoted to St. Pauls Church, New- 
Orleans, reading service and preaching morning and afternoon. 

On Sunday the 8th May, I read the service and preached at Thibo- 
(leaux to a congregation assembled in the Court House. 

On Thursday the 12th, I met such of the citizens of Donaldsonville 
and vicinity as were favorable to the establishment of the Church in that 
place ; and a parish was organized to be connected with the Church 
in this Diocese, and to be called the parish of the Ascension. Mea- 
sures have been taken to provide for and invite a minister to take 
charge of it. 

I look upon this parish as one of a good deal of importance, not 
only in itself, but in regard to the country connected with it, both by 
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the Mississippi and La Foiirche. May the Gieat Head of the Church 
give such wisdom and zeal to his people, that this and every enterprise 
among us, having for its end the glory of his name and the good of 
men, be speedily accomplished. 

Immediately after the formation of the Congregation at Donaldson- 
ville, I left the Diocese for the purpose of removing my family from 
east of the mountains, to Tennessee, my former residence, ahd thence to 
my new home. And although it does not come precisely within the 
range of such a narrative as this to notice acts performed^, without the 
Diocese, yet I take the liberty of mentioning them here, as no record 
is likely to be made of them elsewhere. 

The first and second Sundays after Trinity, I passed in St. Johns 
parish, Maury County, Tennessee, where I had service and preached 
for the colored people of the parish. 

On the sixth Sunday after Trinity, I preached in the parish of 
Christ Church, Raleigh, N. C; as also on the eighth and ninth Sun- 
days after Trinity. , 

In the same parish, during my visit, I celebrated one marriage, bap- 
tized an infant, and performed the funeral service once. 

The tenth Sunday after Trinity, I passed in the parish of the Rev. 
Mr. Forbes, Missionary for Lincolnton, N. C. and parts adjacent, for 
whom I preached. 

On the thirteenth and fourteenth Sundays after Trinity, I read 
service and preached in St. Johns parish, Maury County, Tennessee. 

On the fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, I assisted the Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Otey, Bishop of Tennessee, in the consecration of the Church recently 
erected in the same parish ; and at his request confirmed two persons. 

From that period, to the 24th Sunday after Trmity inclusive, I offi- 
ciated regularly in St. Johns Church every Sunday. During that 
time, I baptized two adults, one white and one colored, and two chil- 
dren, confirmed two persons, and celebrated the holy communion twice. 

On Advent Sunday, I preached in the morning and at night in Cal- 
vary parish, Memphis. 

On the second Sunday in Advent, I read service and preached on 
board the steamer Edwin Hickman, on the Mississippi river. 

On the third Sunday in Advent, I read service and preached to a 
congregation of colored people in La Fourche. 

On the fourth Sunday in advent, I preached to the same people in the 
morning, and in the afternoon, read service for the Rev. Mr. Renouf, 
who preached. 

On Christmas day, I had service and preached in the Court-house 
at Thibodeaux : Also on the Sunday following. 

On the 8th January, first Sunday after Epiphany, I preached in 



Christ Church, New-Orleans, and in the afternoon of the same day at 
St Pauls. 

Besides the above acts, I have celebrated three marriages, and per- 
formed the ftmeral service twice. 
Of changes among the Clergy there have been none. 
Mr. William F. Brand, a candidate for orders in this Diocese, has 
been transferred at his own request to the Diocese of New York; and 
I am happy to inform you that we have now the prospect of having 
two others added to the list. 

While upon the subject of candidates for orders, let me urge upon 
my brethren of the Clergy especially, the duty of bringing the press- 
ing wants of the Church in this particular before the young of their 
flocks, and exhorting them to take seriously to heart the enquiry, how 
fer their obligations to God demand their giving themselves up to this 
work. We must for many reasons raise up Clergy from among our- 
selves, either from those who have come to make their homes among 
us, or from natives of the soil. The duty of seeking out such persons 
devolves most naturally upon those who are charged with the spiritual 
oversight of the people ; and who, from experience of the difficulties of 
their work, are most likely to be impressed with the importance of mul- 
tiplying laborers for its performance. I trust, therefore, my brethren- of 
the Clergy will regard it as matter of most serious importance for the 
welfere of the Diocese, and the perishing souls who are in the midst of 
us; and that they will make it a matter, not only of watchfulness, but of 
prayer, that the Chief Shepherd may incline the hearts of many among 
the young to count it their high privilege, and their chief joy ta serve 
Urn in the sanctuary. 

During the last year I have received official notice from the Bishop 
of North Carolina of the degradation of John A. Backhouse from the 
ministry: 

Also from the Bishop of New- York, notice of the degradation of 
John Knill, and of the displacement of James Roosevelt Bayley ; in 
the case of the latter, for causes not affecting his moral character. 

There is a subject, my brethren, which most intimately concerns us 
S8 Christians and Christian ministers, in our peculiar field of labor ; I 
mean, provision for the religious instruction of the colored race. 
These people commend themselves very strongly to our charities in 
this, respect, for many reasons. It is one of the chiefest charms of the 
Gospel of Christ, that it seeks to equalize the human condition ; and to 
compensate, by the richness of its spiritual provisions, for the dispari- 
ties existing in the worldly circimistances of our race. It is eminently 
therefore the property of the poor. Our divine Master proclaimed him- 
self as their messenger, and pointed to his care for their spiritual wel- 



fare as one of the evidences of his messiahship. If we would be his 
followers, we must tread in his steps, and be animated by his spirit 
The poor are found among the laboring classes in all communities ; and 
their claim to our attention and Christian offices here, is greatly 
strengthened by their peculiar condition of dependence. It is moreo- 
ver true, that this condition, while it often affords great advantages for 
the communication of religious instruction, prc-disposes the mind to a 
teachable disposition, and a readiness to receive and obey the truth. — 
Encouragements are therefore found for the performance of this duty, 
not only from its addressing itself to our natural sympathies and Chris- 
tian affections, but also from its presenting a promising field, from 
which we may reasonably expect to reap the fruits of our labor. 

In order however to ensure any great degree of success in this en- 
terprise, we must have the countenance and hearty co-operation of our 
brethren of the laity. It is for them to open the door of access to this 
field. It is under the protection of their influence, that this work must 
be done. And, upon this point, as far as my acquaintance goes, it 
gives me great pleasure to state, that I have in no instance found them 
backward, or indifferent to the furtherance of this object. It being dis- 
tinctly understood and seen, that our purpose is to teach all orders and 
degrees of men, in the language of one of our formularies, "to do their 
duty in that stale of life, in which it has pleased Grod to call them :" 
that we are not political crusaders, but simple and guileless teachers of 
that Gospel which was preached by our Saviour and his Apostles, in a 
region whose social condition was altogether similar to our own ; that 
as they did not condescend, in the execution of their high errand, to 
dogmatize on the civil relations or rights of individuals, but rather to 
bind the consciences and the affections to the faithful discharge of the 
duties of those relations ; and by the inculcation of right principles, to 
leave those relations themselves to be regulated by the intelligent con- 
sciences of the parties ; so we, who have " part of the same ministry 
and apostleship," are chiefly concerned with the hearts and consciences 
of those to whom we go. This being perceived, I say no difficulty 
need be apprehended in obtaining access to all minds. In this connex- 
ion too, I may be permitted to express the hope, that the day is not dis- 
tant, when the Church, by wise and temperate legislation, will open 
the way for our obtaining the services of a class of men suited to the 
instruction of this description of persons ; and when she may, with less 
jealousy for her intellectual reputation, and more concern for the sal- 
vation of the perishing multitudes around her, adopt measures by which 
she may challenge for herself, with some propriety, the character of 
preaching the Gospel to the poor. 

You have doubtless not failed to observe the great diversity of sen- 



timent which prevails in the Church on the subject of its general 
Misrionary organization. And as our Diocese lies in that part of our 
country .which is properly embraced in the Missionary field; the ar- 
langements for the conduct of Missions cannot but be deeply interestr 
ing to u& I shall not feel it out of place, therefore, to advert to that 
subject here. 

I have been hitherto numbered among those who, though thinking 
the present organization not without its defects, yet saw nothing in the 
proposed modifications likely to meet with more general fovor ; and 
have therefore been disposed to sustain it as it is : But from the con- 
tinued manifestation of discontent in many quarters, and the lamentable 
decline of the society's funds, I am inclined to believe it is not likely 
longer to retain the confidence of the Church, and that some modifica- 
tion has become necessary. It is scarcely to be presumed that any one 
plan of alterations, among the many which have been suggested, will 
meet with very general &vor ; and though this is not the place to go 
as folly as might be desired into an examination of this subject, yet I 
cuinot forbear submitting a few suggestions which have commended 
themselves with great force to my own mind, and seem not to have 
been without their efiect upon others. 

For the conduct of the Missionary work, it is known, that almost all 
the Dioceses have organizations of their own ; either in the sbapc of 
Societies or Committees. To say nothing of the confusion likely to 
arise from presenting to our people the claims of two associations, hav- 
ing in view the same objects, a practical difficulty presents itself in the 
working of these Societies or Committees, and the Domestic Com- 
mittee of the Greneral Missionary Board. 

We all feel that the power of appointing the Missionaries in our 
own Diocese, and directing and controlling their movements, belongs, 
under our system, of necessity and with propriety, to the Bishops. — 
As to the Missionaries, imbued as they are, with the spirit characteriz- 
ing and animating the Church, they feel that their alliance is naturally, 
and of course, with their respective Diocesans, to whom they owe 
whatever of spiritual obedience and responsibility is due from them to 
any other on earth. The Missionaries ought then to be appointed di- 
rectly by the Bishops of the respective Dioceses, to whom they should 
be as directly responsible. 

Elach Bishop, in the conduct of Missions in his own Diocese, it is 
presumed, would desire a Council of Advice, which, under the charac- 
ter of a Missionary Committee, should be charged, as the Domestic 
Committee of the General Missionary Board now is, with receiving 
from abroad, collecting and appropriatinpr, funds for the support of the 
Missionaries. 
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These Missionary ComniiUees, appointed by the Diocesan CouveH' 
tion in each of the organized Dioceses, and by the Board of Missioiiff 
in each unorganized Missionary District or Territory, with their sec- 
retaries and treasurers, being charged with the duty of voting sahrles 
to the Missionaries, would relieve the Bishops from that unpleasant daty, 
on the one hand, and the Missionaries from a feeling of dependence on 
their Bishops, on the other. And if some general plan were adopted in 
all the Dioceses, by which a certain portion of all sums contriboled, 
not specially appropriated, should go, say in equal portions, to Diocesan, 
Domestic, and Foreign Missions ; the portion for Domestic Missions to 
be. transmitted to a Treasurer, to be appointed for that purpose by the 
Board of Missions, and to be distributed under the direction of the Board 
among such of the Domestic Committees as the Board from time to time 
shall direct ; and the portion for Foreign Missions, by a Foreign Com- 
mittee, composed as now, with its Treasurer and Secretary, and Gkn- 
eral Agent; we should be relieved of the Domestic Secretary, with the 
expense incident to his appointment. This, too, would enable us to dis- 
pense with the Domestic Committee of the Board, and to be rid of if^ 
alleged incompetency to act in the distant West ; as well as of what is 
thought to be its anomalous and odious exorcise of Episcopal powers. 

The Officers of the Board wbuld then be, a Secr^ary, as now, 
and Treasurer, both of whom, as the former now does, would per^ 
form their offices gratuitously. 

The salaried officers would be the Secretary and General Agent 
of the Foreign Committee, and his Clerk or Clerks ; we say Clerks, 
because, as the Secretary would be charged with the duty of editing the 
Spirit of Missions, two might be necessary. 

This organization, while it secures the independence of Dioceses, 
also ensures a greater degree of responsibility and economy in the dis- 
bursement of the Missionary funds ; and by leaving each Diocese free 
to dispose of the appropriations made it, in such way as its Committee 
shall judge expedient ; the way is opened for discarding the invidious 
distinction observed in the appropriations of the Missionary funds 
among the different orders of the Ministry; and the Bishops, who in 
the new and weaker Dioceses are the chief Missionaries, may receive 
that aid which hitherto has been unnaturally denied them. By this 
means, furtheicinore, we might hope with reason to increase the number 
of Bishops for the Home Missionary field. 

If Bishops are necessary to supervise, sustain, and render efficient, 
not to say authoritative. Missionary operations at home^ they are 
clearly so abroad. It follows then, that we need the services of one or 
more Foreign Missionary Bishops, who shall reside either at home or 
abroad, as the case may require, and be charged with the oversight of 
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the Churches^ foreign operations. Upon this point, as &r as I am in- 
Ibrmed, there seems happily no division among us. 

When the Church sends her funds abroad for the spread of the Gos- 
pel, she has a right to know how they have been applied, and what 
amount of good her bene&ctions are accomplishing. 

It 18 legitimate, therefore, that she should require of the Bishops, 
whether Foreign or Domestic, in whose jurisdiction expenditures are 
made, periodical reports of the associations under their charge. — These 
would be published of course, through the Spirit of Missions ; and 
would place the Church in possession of the desired information.*- 
Nor need these reports be considered as superseding communications 
from the Missionaries themselves, who might be as free as at pres- 
ent to state the condition of their respective fields of labor, furnish such 
iBtelligence as might be deemed edifying, or make appeals for pecuni- 
ary aid, additional labor, or an interest in the prayers of God's faithful 
peopla 

There are other points touching the principles on which the Society 
18 organized, which have been brought into discussion, and about which 
there is a very wide difference of opinion. I have preferred confining 
myself to those which do not warrant any very radical change, and on 
which there is some hope of obtaining a Mt amount of unity of senti- 
ment And although these views may find but little sympathy in the 
minds of others ; still as they have commended themselves very strongly 
to my own, I have felt it a duty to spread them before the Church. 

I will detain you no longer from the duties immediately before you, 
than to recommend you to appoint a Etiocesan Missionary Committee ; 
and commend you in all your deliberations to the guidance and bles- 
sing of the Chief Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 

LEONIDAS POLK. 



On motion, the following gentlemen were appointed a Missionary 
Committee for the ensuing year ; viz.— »Rev. N. S. Whealon, Rev. D. 
8. Lewis, Messrs. Thomas Sioo, and Benjamin Lowndes. 

On motion, the Rev. Dr. Lacey and the Hon. J. J. Weems were ap- 
pointed a Committee to nominate a Standing Committee for the fol- 
lowing year ; who reported the Rev. Messrs. Wbeaton, Goodrich, and 
Lewis, of the Clergy ; and Thomas Butler, Charles Harrod, and J. W. 
Andrews, of the Laity ; whereupon, it was 

Resolved, that the aforesaid nomination bo, and hereby is, confirmed. 
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The Parochial Reports being called iur by the President, the fol- 
lowing were presented. 

PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

Christ Church, New-Orleans ; Rev. N. S. Whkaton, D. D. Rector. 

Baptisms, (in&nts, 26 ; adults, 2,) 28 : — ^Marriages 18 ; Funerals 25 
Confirmed 9; Communicants about 160. 

The Sunday School, though not numerous, is taught in a very effi- 
cient manner; and to the usual branches of instruction have .been 
added the theory and practice of Sacred Music, under the inde&tigable 
care of the Organist, Mr. Mailer. Great changes have taken plaee in 
the parish during the last year, arising from the general commercial 
embarrassment ; but it is hoped the effect will be only temporary. — 
The Rector is enabled to report only that silent, gradual advancement 
in spiritual things, which is the usual result of regular ministratioDB 
and constant parochial supervision. 



Grace Church, St. Francisvilla 

Baptisms 30; Marriages 7; Interments 20; Communicants 5i6; 
Removed 7; EHed 2; Added 4; Sunday Scholars 45; Teachers 8; 
S. S. Library 300 vols. Contributions for benevolent purposes $300. 

The spiritual prospects of the Church continue encouraging. The 
Rector would here add that, through the liberality of an individual of 
the Parish, a service of plate for the celebration of the communion has 
been presented to the Church. D. S. LEWIS, Rector, 



The Rector of St. Pauls Church, New-Orleans, reports as follows: 
Baptisms (adults 2, infants 22,) 24 ; Communicants, (added 15, re- 
moved 2,) 59 ; Funerals 19; Marriages 5. The Sunday School con- 
tinues in a very prosperous condition. Number of Children 104; 
Teachers 17. The following sums have been contributed by the con- 
gregation for Missionary and other purposes, 8509 00 

Christmas offering by the Sunday School, 23 00 

By the Ladies' Sewing Circle — ^proceeds of a Fair, 2200 00 

Total, $2732 00 

The general interests of the parish are prosperous. 

C. GOODRICHi Rector, 
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Trinity Church, Natchitoches, Rev. John Burke, Missionary, 

Baptisms, (infants 34, adults 2,) 36; Marriage, 1 ; Interments, 16; 
Conuhunicants, (removed 6, added 10,) 13; Families, 60; Collected 
at Ladies' Fair, $415; Weekly Collections at divine service, from 
91 50 to $2 50 ; Sunday Scholars, about 50 ; Teachers, 4. 

The attendance on the Sunday School has been of late irregular, 
owing partly to the want of books, (for a supply of which we appeal 
to the benevolence of the friends of Christian education in the older 
States of the Union.) partly to the absence and illness of Teachers; 
and partly to general laxity in domeitic discipline, and the indifference 
^of parents and children to religious instruction. 

A great change for the better has, in the opinion of your Missionary, 
taken place .within the last twelve months, in the moral condition of 
the community in the town of Natchitoches. The attendance on pub- 
lic worship varies much in point of numbers. Our late congregations, 
however, abundantly manifest a still increasing interest in the services 
of the ChurcL We fearlessly predict that, in the open and undisguis- 
ed struggle between religion and irreligion yet going on, the former 
must speedily triumph. 

Could we once succeed in bringing about a better observance of the 
Sabbath — as we hope, with God's blessing, we shall — ^the utter extir- 
pation of traffic on that day, and in the erection of a Protestant Church, 
80 promotive of these ends ; (and for which we now most earnestly so- 
licit, through our Bishop and others, the contributions of the benevo- 
lent,) we might soon have reason to congratulate the parish and town 
aa being second to none in quietness, prosperity, and the piety of the 
citizens. 



The Rev. Dr. Lacey, President of the College of Louisiana, Jack- 
•on, reported that, having no cure, he has officiated during the last 
year nearly every Sunday, either in Jackson, Clinton, or St. Francis- 
ville ; having in that period baptised one in&nt, and celebrated two 
marriages. 



The Besolotion of the last Convention so to amend the second article 
of the Constitution ** as to allow and require every annual Convention 
to fix the lime and place of meeting of each succeeding annual Con- 
vention," was then called up and passed. 

[The first sentence of the Article, thus amended, Mrill stand as fol- 
lows : — ** The Annual Convention of the Church in this State shall be 
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held at such time and place as shall have hetn determined hy the pre- 
ceding Convention^] 

On motion, Resolved, that when this Convention adjourn, it adjourn 
to meet in Trinity Church, Natchitoches, on the Third Thursday in 
April, 1844. 

Resolved, that a Committee of three be appointed to draw up some 
rules of order to be observed during the session of the Conventions, and 
to report to the next Annual Convention. 

The President appointed the Rev. Dr. Lacey, Rev. D. S. Lewis, 
and the Hon. Thomas Butler on the Committee. 

Resolved, that a Committee be appointed to nominate Clerical and 
Lay Delegates to attend the next General Convention. 

On motion, the Convention then adjourned till to-morrow immedi- 
ately after divine service. 



January 20. 

After divine service by the Rev. Mr. Boyd of Vicksburg, and the 
Rev. Mr. Crane of Woodville, Miss., the Convention was called to 
order by the Bishop. 

Present — of the Clergy, the Rev. Messrs. Burke, Gk)odrich, Lacey,. 
Lewis, and Wheaton — of the Laity, Me^rs. Butler, Smith, Andrews, 
Chambers, Pajrne, and Young. 

The minutes of yesterday's proceedings were then read, amended, 
and approved. 

The Committee to nominate Clerical and Lay Delegates to the next 
General Convention reported the following gentlemen, who were 
unanimously elected ; — Of the Clergy, the Rev. Drs. Wheaton and 
Lacey, and the Rev. Messrs. Lewis and Goodrich; Of the Laity. 
Thomas Butler, Ira Smith, J. W. Andrews, and Geo. E. Pftyna 

Resolved, that it is hereby made the duty of the. Missionary Conunil- 
tee to receive, and take care of, the contributions which may be made 
towards the support of Missionaries in this Diocese ; and to disbuzae 
the same in concurrence with the Bishop. 

Resolved, that it be recommended to the Ministers of this Diocese to 
make an annual collection for Missionary purposes within the Dioceae, 
on the first Sunday after the Epiphany; to be placed at the disposal of 
the Missionary Committee. 

Resolved, unanimously, that the thanks of this Convention be pre- 
sented to the Rector and members of the congregation of Grace Church, 
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St. Francisville, for their christian hospitality to the Clergy and Laity 
of other parishes who have attended the Convention. 

Resolved, that a Committee be appointed to report to the next Con- 
vention any measures they may deem necessary and proper for the sup- 
port of superannuated and infirm members of the Clergy of this Dio- 
cese i and for the relief of the widows and orphans of deceased Clergy- 
men of the same. 

Thomas Butler, Thomas Sloo,jr. and Greo. E. Payne were appointed 
the Ck)mmittee. 

Resolved, that the Secretary be authorized to append to the journals 
a notice of the Missionary meeting held this day in Grace Church, St. 
Fiancisville; together with the Resolutions o:flrered at the same. 

The minutes of the session this morning were then read, amended, 
and approved, 

After prayers and the benediction by the Bishop, the Convention ad- 
journed sine die. 

Attest— GEO. E. PAYNE, Secretary. 



NOTICE 

f)f a meeting held in behalf of Missions^ in Grace Church, St. Fran 
ciamlle, during the session of the Convention. 

Pr^ously to opening the Convention on Friday, January 20, alter 
Morning Prayers, a meeting was held in the Church, of the friends of 
Missions, comprehending the Clergy present at the Convention, with 
the Lay Delegates, and a highly lespectable congregation gathered 
from the parish and neighborhood. 

The meeting was opened by the Bishop with appropriate remarks, 
t^TMJi^g to show the importance of enlisting more effectually the co- 
operation of the Church in spreading abroad a knowledge of its insti- 
tutions; and especially here in the South-west, where there is so great 
a destitution of Christian ordinances in any form. 

The following Resolution was submitted by the Rev. Mr. Good- 
rich, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Litton; both of whom addressed 
the meeting: 

Resolved, that in view of the present deficiency in the funds of the 
Missionary Society, Domestic and Foreign, and the suffering condi- 
tion of the Missionaries at home and abroad, the children of the 
Church should feel themselves called upon, by their duty to God and 
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man, to re8ix)nd, liberally and immediately, to the late urgent appeal 
the Committees of the Church. 

The following Resolution was introduced, with a few remarks; by 
Dr. Wheaton, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Burke, who also made 
an address : — 

Resolved, that while it is the duty and privilege of members of the 
Church to extend its blessings wherever God in his providence dull' 
open the way ; there results, from its organization ii^to Dioceeei, pecih 
liar &cilities for the accomplishment of this object, of which thia Dio- 
cese ought especially to avail itself. 

A spirit of great unanimity appeared to prevail in regard to the ne- 
cessity of more vigorous exertions to sustain the cause of Missions; and 
it is hoped that the interest manifested on the occasion will be perpetn* 
ated and increased, till the ministrations of the Church shall be known 
in every town and hamlet in the Diocese ; and liberal contribntiokis 
made to sustain those who are laboring in the cause in foreign landa 
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Trinity Church, ) 

Natchitoches, dpril 18, 1844. ) 

This being the time and place appointed for the 
meeting of the annual Convention, several delegates 
assembled ; but a quorum not being present, they 
adjourned to meet on the 22d inst. 

Monday, dpril 22d. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment ; the 
Bishop in the chair. 

J. Taylor was appointed Secretary. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen were 
found to be present: 

Of the Clergy — The Rev. John Burke. 

Of the Laity—S. M. Tibbats, P. A. Morse, Amb. 
Sompeyrac, Sen. , W. B. Young, and John Taylor. 

On motion by the Rev. John Burke, it was 

Resolved, That tliis Convention stand adjourned, 
to meet in New-Orleans, on Friday, the 14th of 
June next. 

J. Taylor, Scc'ry. 



Christ Church, 
New-Orleans, June 14, 1844. 

The Bishop, and several of the clergy and lay dele- 
gates, assembled in Christ Church, agreeably to ad- 
journment, at 11 o'clock, A. M. Morning Prayer 
was read by the Rev. Dr. Lacey, and a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Lamon, of West Baton 
Rouge. After the administration of the Holy Com- 
munion, the Convention was called to order by the 
Bishop, and the roll having been called by the Secre- 
tary of the preceding Convention, the following clergy 
answered to their names : Charles Goodrich, Wm. 
B. Lacey, D. D., Roderick H. Ranney, and N. S. 
Wheaton, D. D. 

The Rev. Charles Goodrich was chosen Secretary 
pro tern. 

Dr. Wheaton and J. W. Andrews, Esq. were 
appointed a committee to receive and examine certi- 
ficates of the lay delegates, and report to the Con- 
vention. 

The Convention then adjourned until to-morrow, 
at 9 o'clock, A. M.* 

Saturday^ June 15. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, and 
after morning prayer by the Rev. C. Goodrich, the 
Convention was called to order by the Bishop. 

The minutes of the session yesterday were read 
and approved. 

At the calling of the roll, the following clerical 
members were found to be present : 

Rev. Charles Goodrich, Wm. B. Lacey, D. D,, 
Roderick H. Ranney, and N. S. Wheaton, D. D. 



The Committee, appointed to receive and examine 
certificates of lay delegates, reported the following 
persons as entitled to seats in this Convention : 

St. Paul's Churchy New-Orleans. — J. W. An- 
drews, Sheldon S. Clark, L. Dupuy, Thomas M. 
Logan. 

Christ Churchy JVew- Orleans, — Richard Relf, A. 
Lanfear, C. Harrod, J. Minturn, J. Nicholson. 

Grace Churchy St. Francisville. — Ira Smith, P. B. 
McKelvy, J. J. Weems, Thos. Butler. 

The Rev. Chas. Goodrich was chosen Secretary 
of the Convention. 

The Rev. Dr. Lacey, Rev. R. H. Raimey, and 
the Hon. Thos. Butler, were appointed a committee 
to examine the documents and certificates of churches 
applying for admission into union with this Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved y That the clergy present, who are not en- 
titled to seats in the Convention, be admitted as hon- 
orary members thereof. 

Dr. Wheaton and Mr. Minturn were appointed a 
committee to nominate a Standing Committee for the 
ensuing year ; who reported the following names, 
which were approved by the Convention. 

Rev. Wm. B. Lacey, D. D., Rev. C. Goodrich, 
Rev. D. S. Lewis, Hon. Thos. Butler, Ira Smith, 
L. Dupuy • 

The committee, to whom was referred the applica- 
tions of churches for admission into union with the 
Convention,'^reported as follows : 

That they have examined the documents accom- 
panpng the application of St. James' Church, East 
Baton Rouge, and find that said church has been in- 
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corporated by an Act of the Legislature of Louisiana, 
approved March 25, 1844, and that said Act is satis- 
factory; but the application was not accompanied by 
all the documents required by the first canon of this 
diocese, adopted 16th Jan., 1839. Whether this in- 
formality should prevent the admission of St. James's 
into union with the Convention, is submitted by the 
Committee. 

The Committee also examined the documents of 
the organization of St, John's Church, West Baton 
Rouge, and find them satisfactory, they being in strict 
compliance with the canon. They therrfore recom- 
mend the admission of St. John's Church into union 
with the Convention. 

The application of St. Mary's Church, Bayou 
Goula, in the parish of Iberville, was accompanied 
with the necessary documents, and we recommend it» 
admission into union with the Convention. 

The application of St. James's Church, Alexan- 
dria, in the parish of Rapides, was attended with the 
proper documents. 

The application of St. John's Church, Thibodeaux, 
was attended with informal papers, but the Bishop 
verbally vouches for the correctness of its organiza- 
tion. 

On motion. Resolved^ That all the Churches 
ported by the Committee, to wit: 

St. James' Church, East Baton Rouge, 
St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge, 
St. Mary's Church, Bayou Goula. 
St. James' Church, Alexandria. 
St. John's Church, Tliibodeaux. 

bf admitted into union with this Convention. 



Whereupon, the Committee on the certificates of 
lay delegates reported the following persons as enti- 
tled to seats in this Convention: 

St. Mary's Church, Bayou Goula. — John R. 
Thompson, T. H. Randolph. 

St. James's Church, East Baton Rouge. — F. D. 
Newcomb, Alfred Gates, Geo. S. Lacey, Wm. Mark- 
ham. 

St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge. — John. P. 
Lobdell, J.'Hereford, D. Duvall. 

The following Annual Address was then delivered 
by the Right Rev. Leonidas Polk, Bishop of the 
Diocese: 



Brethren of thb Clergy and Laitt, 

Ws are again permitted, by the good providence of our divine 

Lord and Master, to assemble as the Council of his Church, in that 

portion of '' the field" committed to our charge. May His spirit 

preside over pur deliberations, and direct us in all our doings, with 

his most gracious favor. 

According to the requisition of the Canon, my first duty is to 
present you with a record of my ofiicial acts. 

On the Monday following the adjournment of our last Convention. 
January 23, 1843, I proceeded, in company with the Rev. Mr. 
X^wis, of St. Francisville, to the house of a venerable member of 
•bis flock, residing in the country; to whom, afler an address to a 
^^rge number of servants, assembled for the occasion, I adminis- 
tered tilt rite of confirmation. I proceeded the same afternoon to 
m, where, after evening prayers by the Rev. Mr. Lewis, I 




lUisdaj, 24. — Evening prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. Lewis, 

I preached at Clinton. 
Thonday, 26. — Under an arrangement with the Rt. Rev. Dr. 

I proiYiaional Bishop of the diocese of Mississippi, and at the 
toeat of the Rector, I proceeded to St. Paurs Parish, Wood- 
Oi in that diocese; where 1 baptised one adult. 
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Friday, 27. — In the same parish, after morning prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Boyd, of Vicksburg, I preached, and confirmed two 
persons. In the afternooon of the same day, I confirmed one other 
person in the same parish. 

Sunday, 29. — ^After morning prayer by the Rev. Mr. Ranney, 
I preached at Baton Rouge, and confirmed five persons. I also 
administered the holy communion, assisted by Mr. Ranney. 

Sunday, February 5. — Read prayers and preached to the con- 
gregation, in Thibodeaux. 

Thursday, 9.— Organized in that village, St. John's parish. 

Sunday, 12. Read prayers and preached to a colored congre- 
gation in Lafourche Interior. 

For the next month, I was engaged in making a visitation of 
the diocese of Alabama; during which I preached ten sermons, 
administered the holy communion four times, held five confirma- 
tions, at which I administered that rite to seventy-seven persons, 
and consecrated three churches. 

Sunday, 19. — Read prayers and preached to a colored congre- 
gation on Lafourche. 

Sunday, 26. — Read prayers and preached in St. John's parish, 
Thibodeaux. 

Sunday, April 2. — I preached in Christ^s Church, New-Orleans, 
in the morning, and in St. PauKs in the afternoon. 

Sunday 9th. — Read prayers and preached for the colored people 
on Lafourche. 

Easter Sunday, 16. — Read prayers and preached in St. John^s 
parish, Thibodeaux, and baptised eight children. 

Sunday, 23. — Held confirmation in New-Orleans, and admitted 
to that rite thirteen persons in the parish of Christ's Church, and 
twelve in that of St. Paul's. In the afternoon, I preached in St. 
Paul's. 

Sunday, 30. — After morning prayer by the Rev. Mr. Stamer, I 
preached in Ascension parish, Donaldsonville. 

From May 7th to June 18th, I ofiiciated regularly in Lafourche, 
alternately serving the white and colored congregations of the 
parish. During that period, I administered the sacrament of Bap- 
tism to two children. 

Sunday, June 25. — I read prayers and preached at Napoleon* 
ville. 
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On the following day, I baptized a family of two adults aod two 
children. 

Sunday, July 2. — Read prayers and preached in St. Johns' 
parish, Thibodeaux. 

From that time until the 1st November, was spent in the diocese 
of Tennessee; during which period I administered the sacrament 
of baptism four times, the holy communion four times, the rite of 
confirmation to two persons, and preached seventeen sermons. 

Sunday, November 5. — I read prayer and preached to a congre- 
gation on board the steamer West^sood, while descending the 
Mississippi River. 

From the 12th November to the 17th December, I served the 
congregations of St. John's parish, I^fourche Interior. 

Sunday, December 24th, I held an ordination in St. Paul's 
church. New Orleans, and admitted Mr. John L. Gay, of the dio- 
cese of Alabama, to the order of Deacons; on which occasion I 
preached and administered the holy communion. 

Christmas day. — I preached in Christ's Church, New Orleans, 
and administered the holy communion. 

Sunday, 3 1st. — Read prayers and preached in St. John's parish, 
Thibodeaux. I also baptised five children. 

January 1. — ^I laid, with the usual solemnities, the corner stone 
of a remarkably neat church in the village of Thibodeaux, for the 
use of the congregation of St. John's parish. It is built of brick 
and covered with slate, and is nearly ready for consecration. The 
promptitude with which the friends of the enterprise have acted 
is worthy of the highest praise. They will, within the period of 
a few months of its inception, have carried out their plan of erect- 
ing an exceedingly neat and commodious temple to the honor of 
God; have furnished it with the usual accompany ments, and pre- 
sented it to His church for consecration, free of debt. It is a part 
of their plan to erect also a parsonage, for the accommodation of 
the clergyman, contiguous to the church. May the Lord abun- 
dantly reward them for the honor they have shown to his name. 

On Sundays, 7th and 14th, I read prayers and preached in St. 
John's parish. 

Sunday, 21. — I read prayers and preached in St. John's parish, 
West Baton Rouge, on which occasion I baptized one adult and 
one child. This parish has been organized within the present 

2 
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ecclesiastical year, and under such circumstances as bid fair to 
make it one of our most important and promising country parishes. 
Efficient measures, I am informed, have been taken for building 
a church and securing a parsonage; and I am truly happy to know 
that they have secured the services of the Rev. Mr. Lamon, late of 
the diocese of Indiana, as their pastor. 

Sundays, 28th January and 4th February, were given to St. 
John's parish, Thibodeaux; on the former of which I read pray- 
ers for the Rev. Mr. Lewis, of St. Francisville, who preached ; 
on the latter, I lead prayers and preached. 

On the 11th of February, in obedience to a request of our late 
venerable presiding Bishop, Dr. Griswold, I embarked for Gal- 
veston, in the Republic of Texas, with the view of making an of- 
ficial visitation of the missionary stations the church has estab- 
lished in that country. I was absent about a month. During my 
absence, I visited all the stations; I catechized the children; 
preached on eleven occasions; baptized eight children and six 
adults, and held three confirmations, at which I confirmed fifly- 
three persons; administered the holy communion three times, and 
consecrated two churches and one burial-ground. I arrived in 
New Orleans, on my return, on the morning of Sunday, 10th of 
March. On that day, I preached in St. Paul's Church, both 
morning and afternoon. 

March 13. — Baptized three children in Chrisfs Church, New 
Orleans. 

On Sundays, 17th, 24th and 31st March, I officiated alternately 
to the white and colored congregations of St. John^s parish, in 
Lafourche, reading prayers and preaching on each occasion. 

On Good Friday, I preached in Christ's Church, New Orleans. 

On Easter Even, I administered the sacrament of Baptism to 
five children in Christ's Church. 

On Easter day, I preached in the morning, and administered 
the holy communion in St. Paul's, New Orleans. 

On Sunday, the 14th of April, I held a confirmation in New Or- 
leans, and confirmed seven persons in Christ's Church and six- 
teen in St. Paul's. In the afternoon of the same day, 1 preached 
in St. Paul's Church, and at night in Christ's Church. 

Sunday, 21. — I preached in Trinity Church, Natchitoches^ in 
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the morning, and confirmed five persons. I preached also at 
night. 

The following day, Monday, 22d, I met the Convention, which, 
in consequence of the small number of delegates in attendance, 
adjourned to meet in New-Orleans, June 14th. 

On Thursday, 25th, I preached in Fort Jessup, and confirmed 
one person. 

On Saturday, 27th, I preached in Trinity parish, Natchitoches. 

On Sunday, 28th, I preached three times in Trinity parish, bap- 
tized three adults, confirmed seven persons, consecrated the 
church of the parish, and administered the holy comimunion. 

Wednesday, 1st May, I preached at night in Trinity Church, 
Natchitoches. I cannot omit recording, as a testimony of the zeal 
and self devotion of the estimable clergyman in charge of this pa- 
rish, that the church in the diocese is indebted imder God to his 
persevering labors for the erection of this edifice. His assiduous 
devotion to this object, in the face of difficulties that would have 
appalled one of less courage, has won for him, as it should, the 
esteem and confidence of his flock. We had the happiness to see 
(his work of his hands, though not a very large building, yet suf- 
ficiently so to accommodate his people^ ofiered to the church as a 
temple of the living God, free from debt. The funds for its erec- 
tion were obtained entirely within the diocese. The vestry are 
preparing to erect a parsonage on the same lot on which the church 
stands. Such evidence of God's goodness and mercy to us call 
for our warmest thanks and praise. 

Thursday, 2d May, I baptized two children on board tlie steamer 
Cote Joyeuse, while descending Bed Riven 

Friday, 3d. — Preached at Alexandria. 

Sunday, 5th. — After morning prayer by the Rev. Mr. Burke, Rec- 
tor of Trinity Church, Natchitoches, I preached in Alexandria, bap- 
tized one adult, confirmed eight persons, and administered the holy 
communion . I preached also at night. 

On Monday, 6th, I baptised three adults in the parish of Rapides. 

Wednesday, 8th, I baptized one adult and six children on Bayou 

Bosufif. 

In the town of Alexandria, a congregation has been organized, 
embracing many of the families of the parish of Rapides, which bids 
fair to be an inviting field of labor, and one of importance in the dio- 
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cc«e. During my visit, there was a meeting of the vestry and friends 
of the church, and measures were taken for the erection, at an early 
day, of a suitable church edifice. 

Saturday 9 11 . — I read prayers and preached in the evening, in Ope- 
loujas. 

Sunday, 12. — I read prayers and preached in the morning in the 
same place, and baptized eight adults andjhree children. In the af^ 
temoon, I baptized one child. 

On the following day, I met the friends of the caase, when it was 
resolved to organize a congregation, and take steps for the building 
of a church. Here too our prospects of usefulness are very inviting. 
In and around Opelousas, there are many families of wealth and influ- 
ence attached to our church, either from having been reared within 
her pale, or for other reasons, wtjo are not likely to connect tliemselves 
very readily with any other. These need only the aid of a clergyman 
of the proper qualifications, to be united in a congregation, in which 
I doubt not tliere would be speedily found many humble and faithful 
followers of Christ. 

In the afternoon of Monday, May 13th, I administered the ordi- 
nance of baptism to three adults and four children. 

On the morning of the 14th, I administered the same rite to three 
children, one white and two colored. 

On the evening of the 15th, I read prayers and preached in the 
Court-House at St. Martinsville. 

On the morning of the 16th, after a few preliminary remarks, I 
administered, in the same town, the ordinance of baptism to five 
adulsand twenty-seven children,seven of whom were colored. Here 
too there are families enough attached to the church to form quite 
a respectable congregation. A parish has probably before this 
been organized, in which I have appointed two gentlemen to act as 
lay readers. In this place and Newtown, a village about nine miles 
further down the Teche, which I next visited, there is full employ- 
ment for a clergyman; and I know of no field in the diocese, of 
the same extent, where a clergyman, particularly if he spoke the 
French language, could do more good. In Newtown, on the 
morning of the 17th, I administered the ordinance of baptism to 
three adults and three children. 

Sunday, 19th. — I read prayers and preached in Franklin. 

Tuesday, Slst. — ^Baptised two infants in that neighborhood. 
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In Franklin and its vicinity there aVe many persons who prefer 
the services of our church to those of any other, and who have 
resolved to take measures to erect a church edifice, and provide 
means for the support of a clergyman. This town is in the 
midst of one of the most fertile districts in the diocese; and 
the character of the population warrants the expectation, that the 
day is not distant when a flourishing congregation may, under the 
Lord's blessing, be established there. 

Sanday, 26. — Read prayers and preached for the colored people 
in Lafourche. 

Trinity Sunday, 2d May.— Read prayers and preached in St. 
John's parish, Lafourche Interior, in the morning for the white 
congregation, and in the afternoon, for the colored people. I also 
at the same time administered the ordinance of baptism to seventy 
children. 

On the last Sunday, May 9th, I read prayers and preached for 
the colored people in Lafourche, and administered the ordinance 
of baptism to six adults. 

I closed my labors for the conventional year by administering 
the holy communion in Christ's Church, New Orleans, on yester- 
day morning. 

The following is a summary of my labors since the last Conven- 
tion: 

I have preached on 102 different occasions. I have baptised 43 
adults and 159 children, in all 202; ordained one clergyman; con- 
secrated seven new church edifices, and laid the corner-stone of 
•one other; admitted one candidate for orders; received two cler- 
gymen by letters of dismission from other dioceses ; transferred 
one; administered the holy communion 17 limes, and confirmed 
210 persons. 

The clergyman ordained was the Rev. John L. Gay, of the 
diocese of Alabama. He was, for the sake of convenience, trans- 
ferred to this diocese for the purpose of ordination, and has since 
been re-transferred. 

The clergymen received into the diocese are the Rev. A. H. 
Lamon and the Rev. Charles Fay. The former was transferred 
by Bishop Kemper from the diocese of Indiana, and is officiating 
in a newly organized parish in West Baton Rouge. The htter 
was received from the diocese of Georgia, on letters of dismission 



11. 

from Bishop Elliot, and is officiating at Bayou Goula. They are 
both rendering highly acceptable services to their parishes. 

The Hev. Mr. Renouf, of the diocese of Massachusetts, officiated 
M'ith much satisfaction in Franklin, St. Mary's parish, for 
about six months during the past year, and we are. not without hope 
that his yaluable services may be again secured. 

The Rev. Mr. Stamer, of the Church of England, has officiated 
also for nearly twelve months in the parish of Ascension. He has 
recently left for the diocese of Ohio. 

The Rev. Mr. Steele, of the diocese of Tennessee, is officiating 
in the parish of Caddo, at Greenwood. 

The Rev. Mr. Wall, of the diocese of Mississippi, is employed 
in the instruction of youth in the College of Louisiana. 

The candidate for orders is Mr. David Kerr. 

The whole number of clergy laboring in the diocese is eleven, 
of whom, nine are canonically resident. 

Four new parishes have been organized during the ecclesiasti- 
cal year, viz: St. John's, Lafourche Interior; St. James's, Alex- 
andria; St. John's, West Baton Rouge; and St. James's, East 
Baton Rouge; in all of which, church edifices are in a course of 
erection, or soon will be. 

In regard to the action of the Missionary Committee, and the 
Committee on the subject of relief for superanuated and infirm 
clergymen, reports will be made to the Convention. 

In reviewing the operations of the year, and the general condi- 
tion of the diocese, we have great reason to be grateful to Almighty 
God for his blessing. Instances of his favor towards us as ^ 
church, have been constantly multiplying, and it cannot be doubted 
that yet greater blessings are in store for us, if we be faithful to 
the trust committed to our care. Our chief want is an increase of 
laborers; the people are not only willing, but desirous to receive 
them ; and the difficulty of securing such as are willing to cast in their 
lot among us from abroad^ suggests to me the duty of again pressing 
on the clergy the importance of seeking out suitable young persons 
from among ourselves, who may be trained up for the church. 

As the past year has been one of more or less agitation in the 
church and world at large, upon the subject of the faith and order 
of the gospel, it may be perhaps expected I should at least advert 
to the topics in discussion. My own views were well known to 
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jou before I was invited to take charge of your diocese, and have 
been explicitely recorded in the address delivered in 1842, on the 
occasioa of our first meeting after my election. In those views, 
J have great pleasnre in knowing the clergy of the diocese, as a 
body, unite most cordially. They steadily adhere to the truth and 
appointments of the Gospel, as set forth and embodied in our lit- 
urgy, articles and homilies. Their conviction is that our blessed 
Lord organized, ordained and commissioned a church, to which he 
entrusted the work of the conversion of sinners, and the confirma- 
tion of the faithful. To this church he has committed his written 
word, to be faithfully dispensed by it, as that sure warrant of Holy 
Scripture, so containing all things necessary to salvation, that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
to be required of any man to bo believed as an article of faith, 
or be thought requisite to salvation. In the execution of this duty, 
they feel it incumbent upon them to teach the people, that the con- 
dition of man after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn 
and prepare himself, by his own natural strength and good works, 
to faith and calling upon God ; that they heve no power to do good 
works (pleasant and acceptable to God) without the grace of God 
by Christ preventing them; that, if they are ever accounted 
righteous before God, it must be only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our own merits or de- 
servings ; albeit that good works, which are the fruits of faith, and 
follow afler justification, cannot put away our sins, yet are they 
pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, and do spring out neces- 
sarily of a true faith, as good fruit from its appropriate tree; that 
among these fruits are to be numbered, not only charity towards 
our neighbor, and purity in ourselves, but that piety towards God, 
which shall constrain us cheerfully to submit to, and paitakc of, 
those sacraments ordained of Christ, not only as badges of christian 
profession, but as certain sure witnesses and efiTectual signs of 
grace and God's good will towards us, by the which he doth work 
invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and 
confirm^ our faith in him. In a word, the clergy of the diocese, 
adhering as they do to the plain and understood sense of our writ- 
ten standards, are not likely to expose themselves, with any degree 
of justice, to the charge of either extreme of opinion, against which, 
as a church, we have so firmly protested. Our confidence is, that 
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Almighty God will still continue to vouchsafe the grace which has 
hitherto protected us, so that as a diocese we may be ever found 
in the old paths of the Reformation and the early church. Better 
information on the part of rnany of those without, would at once 
disarm the opposition which they have not unfrequently felt bouad 
in conscience to exert against the extension of the doctrines of the 
gospel, as we understand them. May we have grace, ray breth- 
ren, while we all seek to maintain the truth, and are striving for the 
faith once delivered to the saints, to exhibit a spirit of kindo^aa to- 
wards those with whom we differ, whether within our fold or with- 
out; so that it may be seen that our purpose is not so much the 
establishment of the dogmas of a sect or faction, as to settle and 
make permanent those great truths, indispensible to the perfiM^tioa 
of the plan of the common salvation. 

Among events exterior to the diocese* and of general interest, 
since our last convention, is the electioa and consecration of Dr. 
Henshaw to the office of the episcopate in the diocese of Rhode 
Island, The church has reason to be grateful for the elevation of 
such a man. 

I have thus presented you with a statement of the condiltoa and 
prospects of the diocese, with my proceedings during the year, 
and such other statements as seemed expedient. For the mercies 
we have experienced, let us cherish a spirit of thaskfuloeM, and 
rely, with humble and increasing faith, on the promised bleasingof 
our Lord and Master, to those who are faithful even unto tlie end* 

LEON IDAS POJLK. 

New-Orleans, June 15, 1844. 



The Rev. D. S. Lewis, Rev. Mr. Lamon, Hon. 
Thomas Butler, and Mr. J. W. Andrews, were ap- 
pointed a Missionary Committee, for receiving and 
disbursing, in connection with the Bishop, all con- 
tributions for missionary purposes within the dio- 
cese. 
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The Committee appointed at the last annual Con- 
vention, to report Rules of Order for the government 
of the Convention, presented the following, which 
were unanimously adopted: 

RULES OF ORDER. 

I. At the opening of any session of the Convention, the Presi- 
dent shall take the chair, and shall continue to preside during thQ 
sitting. He shall possess the usual powers of presiding officers in 
deliberative assemblies, to preserve order and decorum, and shall 
decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the House. 
He shall have the right to name any clerical member to perform 
the duties of the Chair; but such substitution shall not extend be- 
yond an adjournment, unless directed by the house. The person 
so named shall possess all the powers of the President, but shall 
not lose the right of voting while so presiding. 

II. If the Secretary of the preceding Convention be in attend- 
ance, he ^hall officiate as such until another be chosen. If he bo 
not present, a temporary Secretary may be appointed, on motion, 
by a viva voce vote. 

III. After the chair being taken by the President, the Secretary 
shall call over the names of the clergy entitled to seats in the Con- 
vention, and shall enter in the journals those who are present. 
Notice shall then be given to the lay deputies to place their cer- 
tificates on the table. They shall be examined by the Secretary 
and a committee of two members, to be appointed by the President. 
Any irregular or defective certificate shall be suspended until a 
quorum shall have appeared. The names of the lay deputies duly 
appointed shall then be called, and those who are present shall be 
entered on the journal. The irregular and defective certificates 
shall then be reported to the Convention, who shall decide on the 
admission of the deputies named in them. 

IV. A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the 
President shall declare the Convention duly organized. 

V. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention. He 
may appoint an assistant, who shall perform all the duties of the 
office in the absence of the Secretary. 

3 
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TI. Afler the daily morning prayer, the order of business shall 
be as follows: 

1. The reading, correcting, and approvmg, of^the minutes of the preceding day. 

2. Calling the names of absent members, and entering on the journal those who 
appear. 

8. Reports from the various committees. 

4. Motions, Resolutions and Miscellaneous Business. 

VII. The Bishop's address shall bo in order at any time. 

VIII. Every member who shall be present when a question is 
stated from the Chair, shall vote thereon unless excused by the 
house. 

IX. No motion shall be put or debated, until it is seconded; and 
when seconded, it shall be stated by the President before debate; 
and every motion shall be reduced to writing, when required by 
the President or any meml)er. 

X. If the question in debate contain several distinct proposi- 
tions, any member may have the same divided. 

XI. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be re- 
ceived unless to postpone it indefinately; to postpone it to a cer- 
tain time; to lay it on the table; to commit it, or amend it; and 
motions for either of these purposes shall have precedence in the 
order herein named. But a motion to adjourn shall always be in 
order when no member is speaking, and shall be decided without 
debate; and if it be negatived, it shall not be renewed until some 
other business has intervened. 

XII. A motion to lay on the table shall be decided without de- 
bate. 

XIII. On a question being put by the President, it shall be de- 
termined by the sound of the voices for or against it; but any 
member may require a count of the votes, and tellers for that pur- 
pose shall be appointed by the Chair; or any three votes may, pre- 
vious to a decision by count, require the ayes and noes to be 
taken, which shall be done by calling the names of the clerical 
members and the churches represented, and the vote shall be en- 
tered on the journal. 

XIV. Any five votes may require the ayes and noes, to be taken 
by orders, and when so taken they shall be entered on the minutes. 

XV. No member may speak more than twice on the same ques- 
tion, without leave of the house. 

XVI. A question being decided, shall not be reconsidered dur- 
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iDg the same session, without the consent of two-thirds of the 
votes of the convention, nor without the motion for that purpose 
being made by one of the majority on the prior decision; nor shall 
any question be re- considered more than once. 

XVII. Al! special committees shall be appointed by the Chair, 
unless otherwise specially directed by the house, in which case, 
they shall be appointed by ballots 

XVIII. No standing rule or order shall be suspended, changed, 
or rescinded, without one day's previous notice of amotion to that 
effect, unless by the votes of two-thirds of the persons psesent en- 
titled to vote. 

XIX. Before the final adjournment of any session of the Con- 
vention, the minutes of the last day*s proceedings shall be read, 
corrected and approved. 



The Committee, appointed at the last annual Con- 
vention, upon the means of raising a fund for the sup- 
port of superannuated clergyman, and the widows 
and orphans of deceased clergymen, presented their 
report, which, after some conversation, was with- 
drawn, and on motion, the same Committee ap- 
pointed, to report at the next annual convention. 

The following resolution was then offered, and 
unanimously approved: 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of two cler- 
gymen and two lay delegates, be appointed to report 
to the next annual Convention upon the propriety of 
establishing a fund for the support of the Episcopate, 
and also as to what measure they may deem most 
expedient for that purpose. 

The following gentlemen were appointed as the 
Committee: Rev. Wm. B. Lacey, D.D., Rev. A. H. 
Lamon, Hon. Thos. Butler, Mr. F. D. Newcomb. 

On motion. Resolved, That a committee of five be 
appointed to consider the expediency of instituting one 
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seminary of learning, or more, in the diocese, to be 
placed under the auspices and superintendance of the 
Convention; and that said Committee report before 
the adjournment of the Convention. 

Rev. Wm. B. Lacey, D. D., Rev. Mr. Fay,* Hon. 
Thos. Butler, John S. Lobdell and J. Mintum, Esqrs. 
were appointed the Committee. 

On motion, Resolved^ That it be recommended to 
the ministers of the diocese, to take such collections 
from time to time as they may deem necessary, for the 
creation of a Missionary Fund, to be devoted to the 
cause of the church in Louisiana. 



PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 



ST. JAMES' CHURCH, EAST BATON ROUGE. 

March 1, 1844. 

Rev. R. H. Ranney, of St. James' Chnrch, East Baton Rouge, 
would respectful report to the Convention, that since his last report, 
two years ago, he has officiated once in Natchez, once in Grand 
Gulf, Miss., once at St. Francis ville, once at Montpelier, and 
baptized a colored child; twice at the Amite Church (Presbyte- 
rian), once at Plaquemine, once at Christ Church, New Orleans, 
seven times at Clinton, and baptized five children. With these 
exceptions, he has officiated, to the present date, regularly at 
Baton Rouge, either at the Garrison, the Court-House, or at this 
Presbyterian Church. Since the present date, (there having been 
no provision made for his support,) he has confined his official 
services to his private residence, and to such few of his neighbors 
as felt disposed to assemble there. 

Baptisms — Infants 10, Adults 1 II 

IVIarriages • *•••. 1 

Funerals — Adults 4, Infants 2 Q 

Communicants — Added 21 ; died 1 ; removed 6; 19 

Confirmed 5 

The church was organized Jan. 24, 1843, and chartered during 
the last session of the Legislature, under the name and title of St. 
Jameses Church, Baton Rouge, About $1,200 have been sub- 
scribed towards the erection of a church edifice, and about $825 
have been raised by Fairs, during the present year, for the same 
purpose. 
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ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

The Rector of St. Paul's Church, New Orleans, submits the 
following report, from the Parish Record: 

Baptisms — Adult, 7 white, 1 colored — 8 
Infants, 71 white, 5 colored — 76 

Total 84 

Funerals 22 

Marriages '.IS 

Communicants — Added , 27 white, 2 colored — 29 

Removed 8, Suspended 2 — 10 

Present number 78 

Confirmations 28 

Sunday School — Teachers 22, Scholars, 125. 

The following sums have been contributed by the congregation, 

viz: 

For Missionary and other benevolent objects ^762 

Sunday School offering, for the education of an Afri- 
can child, to be named Leonidas Polk 20 

For Parochial purposes • 520 

$1,302 

The Rector takes pleasure in reporting, that during the 
past year ** tho Ladies' Sewing Circle," have con- 
tributed, towards the payment of the church debt 800 

Making the sum total contributed by the parish, since the 

meeting of the last Convention $2,102 

The general interests of the parish continue in a prosperous con- 
dition. CHAS. GOODRICH, Rector, 



Rev. Wm. B. Lacey, D. D., President of the College of Louis- 
iana, rcpoits: That, during the last year, he has performed divine 
service nearly every Sunday in the village of Jackson, and occa- 
sionally in other places. 



ST. JOHN'S CHRUCH, WEST BATON ROUGE. 

A. H. Lamon, Rector of St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge, 
reports: That he has had the charge of this newly organized parish 
for the last three months, and feels much encouraged by the pros- 
pect before him. The congregation is gradually increasing, num- 
bering at present about SO persons. Services are held for the 
colored people every Sabbath afternoon, at two different places, at 
^'ach of which 100, or upwards attend, and seem much interested. 
The Sunday School numbers 25 pupils, with 6 efficient teachers. 
A neat and sufficiently commodious church has been contracted 
for, and will probably be finished in 6 or 8 months. The number 
of communicants has increased from 4 to 7. One funeral has been 
Attended. 
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TRINITY CHURCH, NATCHITOCHES. 

Baptisms— 40 Infants, 17 Adults 57 

Confirmations, in Natchitoches and Alexandria, 20 

Communicants 42 

b'unday School — Teachers 6; Scholars, 29. 

Marriages 4 

Burials 21 

Morning and evening public service^ and preaching, 67 tiroes; 
at Alexandria, Fort Jessup, Baton Rouge, Bayou SSara, Donald- 
son ville, Franklin and New-Orleans, in all about 30 times; since 
the completion of the church at Natchitoches, three times each 
Sabbath; Administered the holy communion 10 times; Catechised 
openly in the church 18 timos; Number of miles traveled in the 
performance of missionary duty, about 1000; Number of families 
attending the services of the church within my missionary district 
76; Number of individuals attending the services of the church, 
80 to 120; amount of funds for building a church collected at the 
station, since it was first occupied, $b05; Amount of funds col- 
lected for the same purpose, out of the station and within the 
diocese, $1,600. JOHN BURKE, Bector. 



GRACE CHURCH, ST, FRANCISVILLE. 

Baptisms — Adults 6, Infants 26 32 

Confirmations 5 

Marriages 13 

Funerals 27 

Communicants — Added 8; Removed 7; 25 

Sunday School — Teachers 10; {Scholars, 60. 

[Our Sunday School Library has been increased, by a liberal 
donation from Mrs. Seargant, of Philadelphia, and otherwise, to 
the number of 500 volumes.] 

Collections for Domestic Missions $90 

'' Diocesan Missions 30 

About $1,000 have been received from a Ladies* Fair in our 
parish, and applied towaids discharging the debt of the Church. 

D. S. LEWIS, Rector, 

CHRIST CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

The Rector of Christ Church reports, since the last Convention: 

Baptisms— Infants 100, Adults 20 120 

Marriages 24 

Funerals -^ 42 

Confirmed 20 

Communicants — Added 45; Total, about 160 

The Sunday School continues to flourish, under the care of 
several highly efficient and devoted teachers, and numbers about 
170 pupils. N. S. Wheaton, D. D. Rector. 
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On motion, Resolved, That when this Convention 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet in the parish of St. John, 
West Baton Rouge, on the 2d Thursday after Eas- 
ter, 1845. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expe- 
diency of instituting in tlie diocese of Louisiana one 
seminary ol learning, or more, under the auspices of 
the Convention, having attended to their duty, unani- 
mously report: That the institution of seminaries of 
learning, under the superintendence of the Conven- 
tion, is highly expedient, andrecommend that a Com- 
mittee of Education, consisting of five members, of 
whom the Bishop shall be Chairman, be appointed to 
consider, mature and report a plan for the establish- 
ment and protection of such seminaries to the Con- 
vention. 

The report was unanimously adopted, and the Rev. 
Dr. Lacey, the Rev. Mr. Fay, the Hon. T Butler. 
John S. Lobdell, and J. Minturn, Esqs., were ap- 
pointed a Committee, in accordance with the report. 

On motion. Resolved, That a Committee of two 
be appointed, who shall assess the parishes, for the 
purpose of raising a fund to defray the necessary ex- 
pences of the Convention, and the expences connect- 
ed with the Episcopate. 

Mr. L. Dupuy and Mr. D. Duvall, were appointed 
the Committee. 

The minutes of the day were then read and appro- 
ved, and after prayer and benediction by the Bishop, 
the Convention adjourned. 

Rt. Rev. LEONIDAS POLK, 

President of the Convention. 
C. GMX)DRICH, Sec. 
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LIST OF DELEGATES WHO COMPOSED THE CONVEN- 
TION. 

• 

St, James^ Church, East Baton Rouge. 
F. D. Ncwcomb, Wm. Markham. 

j6i/. John's Church, TFest Baton Rouge. 
John P. Lobdell, D. Duvall. 

St. Paul's Church, New Orleans. 
J. W. Andrews, Shelden S. Clark, L. Dupuy, T.M. Logan. 

Christ Church, New Orleans. 
R. Relf, A. Lanfear, C. Harrod, J. Minturn, J. Nicholson. 

Grace Church, St. Franrisville. 
Thos. Butler. 



STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Rev. Wm. B. Lacey, D. D., Hon. Thos. Butler, 
Rev. Chas. Goodrich, Ira Smith, 

Rev. D. S. Lewis, L. Dupuy. 



MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 
Rev. D. S. Lewis, Hon. Thos Butler, 

Rev. A. H. Lamon, J. W. Andrews. 



SECRETARY OF THE CONTENTION. 
Rev. Charles Goodrich, New-Orleans. 
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LIST OF THE CliEBGT. 

Rt Rev. LEONIDAS POLK, D. D., Bishop of the DbeeM, and rending at 

Thibodeanxrille. 

Rev. JOHN BURKE, President of the Franklin College, Opolonsaa, 

Rev. JOHN FAY, residing at Bayou Goola, Parish of Iberville. 

Rev. CHARLES GOODRICH, Rector of St. Paul's Church, New-^leans. 

Rev. £. GUION, Rector of Trinity Church, Natchitoches. 

Rev. F. L. HAWKS, D. D., Rector of Christ Church, New-Orleans. 

Rev. DAVID KERR, Rector of St John's Church, Thibodeaux. 

Rev. A. H. LAMON, Rector of St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge. 

Rev. WM. B. LACEY, D. D., Rector of the Southern Institute for Young Ladiet. 

Rev. D. S. LEWIS, Rector of Grace Church, St. Francisville. 

Rev. N. O. PRESTON, Rector of the Church of the Annunciation, New-Orleans. 

Rev. L. M. PURDY, Minister in St. Martinsville. 

Rev. RODERICK RANNEY, residing in New-Orleans. 

Rev. N. S. WHEATON, D. D., residing in New-Orleans. 



RULES OF ORDER. 

I. At the opening of any session of the Convention, the President shall take the 
Chair, and shall continue to preside during the sitting. He shall possess the usual 
powers of presiding officers in deliberative assemblies, to preserve order and deco- 
rum, and shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the House. 
He shall have the right to name any clerical member to perform the duties of the 
Chair ; but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment, unless 
directed by the House. The person so named shall possess all the powers of the 
President, but shall not lose the right of voting while so presiding. 

U. K the Secretary of the presiding Convention be in attendance, he shall offi- 
ciate as such until another be chosen. If he be not present, a temporary Secretary 
may be appointed, on motion, by a viva voce vote. 

HI. After the Chair being taken by the President, the Secretary shall call over 
the names of the clergy entitled to seats in the Convention, and shall enter in the 
journals those who are present. Notice Bhall then be given to the lay deputies to 
place their certificates on the table. They shall be examined by the Secretary and 
a Committee of two members, to be appointed by Ihe President. Any irregular 
or defective certificate shall be suspended until a quorum shall have appeared. 
The names of the lay deputies duly appointed shall then be called, and those who 
are present shall be entered on the journal. The irregular and defective certificat&s 
shall then he reported to the Convention, who shall decide on the admission of the 
deputies named in them. 

rV. A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the President shall 
declare the Convention duly organized. 

y. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention. He may appoint an 
assistant, who shall perform all the duties of the office in the absence of the Sec- 
retary. 

VL After the daily morning prayer, the order of business shall be as follows : 

L TIms reading, correcting, and approving, of the minutes of the preceding day. 
2» Calling the names of u»ent members, and entering on the journal those whe 
appear. 

3. Reports from the various Committees. 

4. Motions, Resolutions and Miscellaneous Business. 

Vn. The Bishop's address shall be in order at any time. 



VIII.' Every member who shall be present when a question is stated from the 
Chair, shall vote thereon unless excused by the Hoase. 

IX. No motion shall be* put or debated, until it is seconded ; and when seconded, 
it shall be stated by the President before debate ; and every motion shall be re- 
duced to writing, when required by the President or any member. 

X. If the question in debate contain several distinct propositions, any member 
may have the same divided. 

XI. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received unless to 
postpone it indefinitely ; to postpone it to a certain time ; to lay it on the table ; 
to commit it, or amend it ; and motions for either of these purposes shall have 
precedence ia the order herein named. But a motion to adjourn shall always be 
in order when no member is speaking, and shall be decided without debate ; and 
if it 1)6 negatived, it shall not be renewed until some other business has intervened. 

XII. A motion to lay on the table shall be decided withmit debate. 

XIII. On a question being put by the President, it shall be determined by the 
sound of tlie voices for or against it ; but any member may require a count of the 
votes, and tellers for that purpose shall be appointed by the Chair ; or any three 
votes may, previous to a decison by counts require the ayes and noea to be taken » 
which shall be done by calling the names of the clerical members and the churches 
reprcpented, and the vote shall be entered on the journal. 

XIV. Any five votes may require the ayes and noes, to be taken by orders, and 
when so taken they shall be entered on the minutes. 

XV. No member may speak more than twice on the same "question, without 
leave of the House. 

XVI. A question being decided, shall not be reconsidered during the same ses- 
sion, without the consent of two-thirds of the votes of the Convention, nor without 
the motion for that purpose being made by one of the majority on the prior deci- 
sion ; nor shall any question be re-considered more than once. 

XVII. All special committees shall be appointed by the Chair, imless otherwise 
specially directed by the House, in which case, they shall be appointed by ballot 

XVIII. No standing rule or order shall be suspended, changed, or rescinded, 
without one day's previous notice of a motion to that effect, unless by the votes of 
two-thirds of the persons present entitled to vote. 

XIX. Before the final adjournment of any session of the Convention, the min- 
ules of the last day's proceedings shall be read, corrected and approved. 
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St. John's Church, ) 

West Baton Rouge, Jlpril 3d, 1845. J 

This being the time and place appointed for the 
meeting of the annual Convention, after morning 
service by the Rev. N. O. Preston, and a sermon by 
the Rev. F. L. Hawks, D. D., of Christ Church, 
N. Orleans, the Bishop and several of the Clergy and 
lay delegates assembled and proceeded to business. 

The Bishop having taken the Chair, a list of the 
Clergy entitled to seats^ was called by the Secretary, 
when the following answered to their names. 

Rev. C. Goodrich — Rector of St. PauVs Church, 
JYeW' Orleans. 

Rev. William B. Lacey, D. D. — Rector of the 
Southern Institute for young ladies. 

Rev. D. P. Lewis — Rector of Grace Church, St. 
Francisville. 

Rev. A. H. Lamon — Minister of St. John's 
Church, West Baton Rouge. 

The Rev'ds. Wm. B. Lacey, D. D. and A. H. 
Lamon were appointed a committee to examine 



certificates of th« lay delegates and report to the 
Convention. 

The Committee then reported the following per- 
sons, as entitled to seats in this Convention, viz : 

St. John's Churchy West Baton Rouge. — David 
Deval, M. D., Wm. Jones Lyle, M. D., John L. 
Lobdell. 

St. James* Churchy East Baton Rouge. — Alfred 
Gates, Wm. Markham, G. S. Lacey. 

St. John's Churchy Thibodeauxville. — Andrew 
Collins, Richard E. Butler, Joseph N. Tanner, Jas. 
A. Scudday. 

Grace Churchy St. Francisville. — Hon. Thomas 
Butler, Ira Smith, M. D., S. H. Surly, E, B. 
Collins. 

Christ Churchy J\ew- Orleans. — John Nicholson, 
G. B. Duncan, John Minturn, L. Matthews. 

The following delegates then answered to their 
names : 

Wm. Jones Lyle, David Deval, John L. Lobdell, 
Thomas Butler, Ira Smith, John Nicholson, Wm. 
Markham, Alfred Gates, G. S. Lacey. 

On motion, 

Resolved y That the Reverend Clergy of other 
Dioceses, and those of this Diocese who have not 
yet obtained canonical residence be admitted as 
honorary members of this Convention. 

Whereupon, the Rev. F. L. Hawks, D. D., of 
Christ Church, New-Orleans — Rev. N. O, Preston, 
of the church of the Annunciation, New-Orleans — 
Rev. David Kerr, of St. John's Church, Thibo* 



deauxville, and the Rev. Mr. Wall, of the Diocese 
of Mississippi ; took their seats as honorary mem- 
bers of the Convention.. 

The Rev. D. S. Lewis and G. S. Lacey, Esq., 
were appointed by the Chair, a committee to exam- 
ine the documents of Churches, applying for admis- 
sion into union with the Convention, who reported in 
favor of the Church of the Annunciation, New- 
Orleans. 

Whereupon : 

Resolved, That the Church of the Annunciation, 
be admitted into union with this Convention. 

The reports of the several committees appointed 
at the last Convention, then being called for, were 
read as follows : 

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE. 

The Standing Committee organized by the election of the Rev. 
Dr. Lacbt, President, and the Rev. D. S. Leioia, Secretary. The 
Canonical papers being presented, the Committee recommended 
David Kerr to the Bishop of the Diocese for Deacons Order. The 
above is all the business that has come before the Committee. 

D. S, LEWIS, Sec'y. 



REPORT OF THE MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 

The Committee on Diocesan Missions, respectfully report that 
they have received during the past year $20« from Grace Church, 
St. Francisville, which, together with the sum in the hands of the 
Committee amount to |^ 16 1,75. 

On the recommendation of the Convention in 1843, that a spe- 
cial collection be taken up on the first Sunday after Epiphany, two 
churches only have complied, viz : Christ Church, New- Orleans, 
and Grace Church, St. Francisville. 
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The importance of this measure must be obvious to every friend 
of the church. The infancy of this Diocese ; the feebleness of 
most of our Parishes ; and the consideration that this collection is 
to be expended exclusively for the church within our own limitflt 
urgently call upon all to contribute to this object. The Committer 
recommend that a collection be taken up by every clergymao in 
this Diocese, on the third Sunday after Epiphany, or at some othei: 
convenient time. 

The Committee for Superanuated and infirm Cler- 
gymen, not being prepared to report, 

On Motion, 

Resolvedy That the Committee be discharged from 
any further consideration of the subject, and a new 
Committee be appointed, with directions to report 
to-morrow morning. 

The Chair appointed the following persons to serve 
on this Committee, viz : Thos. Butler, John Nich- 
olson, John L. Lobdell. 

The report of the Treasurer of the Convention 
was then read and accepted as follows : 

The Convention of the Diocese of Louisiana, in account witb 
C. Goodrich, Treasurer. 

1844. Dr. To Cash paid for printing 500 copies of 
July 2.5th. the Journal of 1844 $60 OO 

Incidental Expenses, Postage, &c. 2 50 



$62 50 
1844. Cr. By Cash, Received from tha for- 
mer Treasurer 2 00 
July 9th. " *• ** St. Paul's Church N. O. 20 00 
July 12th. " " " GraceCh.,StFrancisvilleI5 00 

15th. " *' '' Christ Church, N. O. 25 00 62 Oa 



Leaving balance due ^ 50= 
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REPORT OF THK COMAIll^EE ON COiNTINGENT EXPENSES. 

Hie Committee appointed at the last Annual Convention of the 
Clitirehy *' to assess the Parishes for the purpose of raising a fund 
to defray the expenses of the Convention, and the expenses con- 
tlibcted with the Episcopate." Respectfully report: 

That whatever basis they may adopt as the rates in assessing the 
sereral Parishes, only an approximation to equity can be arrived 
at, and believe that an assessment should be made in proportion to 
the salaries of the Ministers, and therefore offer the following 
Resolutions : 

Resolved, That the sum of be raised in this Diocese 

annually, for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Conven- 
tion, and the expenses connected with the Episcopate — that said 
amount be raised by collection in the several Parishes at such time 
or times in the course of the year, as the Rector of each Parish 
may thiak proper — in the following ratio. 

DAVID DEVA^, 
L. DUPUY, 

The above report was on motion laid on the table. 

The Committee on Education, asked leave to pre- 
sent their report at the meeting of the Convention 
to-morrow morning. 

The Convention adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 



Friday Morning, 9 o'clock A. M. 

Conventi<m met pursuant to adjournment. Afler 
the calling of the roll, the following address was de- 
livered by the Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk« Bishop of the 
Diocese. 

BISHOP'S ADDRESS. 

BRXTHBav or the Clergy and Laitt : 

In pursnance of the requisition of the Canon I submit the fol' 
lowing as a report of my proceedings during the eclesiastical year. 

2 
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ii Will ue remembereu by the Convention, that, in consequence 
of the adjournment of the last Convention from April to Junej an 
interval of two months was afforded me, which was ^occupied in a 
visitation of the Western Parishes. 

The details of that visitation, which properly belonged to the 
present eclesiastical year, I submitted in the report of my proceed- 
ings during the last. Since the close of that visitation, in conse- 
quence of my engagements at the North, during the months usuallj 
devoted to such labors, I have been able to render, comparatively, 
but a small amount of Episcopal service. 

The months of July and August, and part of September, I spent 
in Tennessee, officiating regularly in one or other of the services 
of the Church in the Parish of St. John's, Maury County. On the 
I5th of the latter month, I left for Philadelphia, to attend the meet- 
ing of the General Convention. In which duty and in a yisitation 
of the General Theological Seminary, I was occupied until near 
the closQ of October. Early in the following month I received a 
citation from the Presiding Bishop — the Rt. Rev. Philander Chase, 
requiring my attendance as a member of an Ecclesiastical Court, 
for the trial of the Rt. Rev. B. T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Dio- 
cese of New- York. 

This Court commenced its session on the 16th of December, and 
adjourned on the 3d of January. As the proceedings of the Con- 
vention, and the facts connected with the visitation of the Seminary, 
as well as the particulars of the trial of the Bishop of New-York, 
have all been spread, in published documents, before the Church, 
it may be unnecessary further to advert to . them, than to refer you 
to those publications. 

The journal of the Convention presents gratifying evidence of 
the growth of the Church in numbers, and as we trusty also^ in 
soundness in the faith. 

Six Bishops have been consecrated to the Episcopal Office, three 
as heads of Dioceses, and three as Overseers of the Missions of 
the Church in the Foreign and Domestic fields of her operations. 

In thus lengthening her cords and strengthening her stakes the 
Church is beginning to realize the promise of her Divine Head, 
that *' From the rising of the Sun even to the going dovm of the 
samCy my Name shall be great among the Gentiles, and in every 



11 

place incense shall be offered unto mjj JSTame mid a pure offering. 
For my Name shall be great among the heathen saith the Lord oj 
Hosts.'' These greater movements of the Church, my brethren, 
while they excite within us, emotions of gratitude and admiration, 
ought to inspire us also with a more deeply seated purpose of stir- 
ring up continually the gift of God that is within us and prompt us 
to take fresh courage in our exertions to set forward in all its 
power and purity the kingdom of God in the particular field of 
labor allotted to our care. 

In reading the acts of the Convention, yoti will find the passage of 
a Canon for the ordination of an order of Deacons, with qualifica- 
tions inferior to those, demanded by our Canons hitherto, of per- 
sons aspiring to that ofilice. And you will readily perceive the 
great importance of this provision — not only for the benefit of the 
slave population — but also for that of a large number of others in 
our cities and rural districts of moderate intelligence, and for 
whose instruction a very high degree of cultivation can in no wise 
be deemed necessary. I commend to the notice of this Conven- 
tion that portion of the Canon in which, certain action on their 
part is made necessary, before its provisions can be made available 
for the service of the Diocese. 

On the first Sunday in Lent, 9th February — I read the service 
and preached on board the steamer Gov. Jones. 

On the 2d and 3d Sunday's in Lent — I read service and preached 
in St. John's Parish, Thibodeaux. 

On the 4th Sunday in Lent — I preached in St. Paul's, in New- 
Orleans, and admitted Mr. David Kerr to the order of Deacons in 
the morning. In the afternoon of the same day, I preached in the 
Parish of the Annunciation, in the same city. 

On Friday the 7th — I baptised a child in Christ Church, New- 
Orleans, and on the 5th Sunday in Lent, preached in the same 
church, in the morning. 

On Palm Sunday — I consecrated St. John's Church, Thibodeaux 
and preached in the morning ; and in the afternoon, preached to 
the colored people of the Parish. 

On Easter Day — I had service in St. John's Church, Lafourche 
Interior and admin i^te^**'' *'"'^ ' "'*"* '^^ *^'* ^^nrd's Sun»"'"" 
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Oil the 1st Sunday after Easter, last Sunday — 1 had service in 
the same Parish. 

The changes are as follows : — 

Since the last Convention of the Diocese, the Rev. William B. 
Lacey, D. D., has resigned the Presidency of the College of Lou- 
siana, at Jackson, and become the Principal of the Southern Insti- 
tute, for the education of young Ladies, in the same town. 

The Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D., has resigned the charge of 
Christ Church, New-Orleans ; and the Rev.JF. L. Hawks, D. D., 
who has been duly transferred to this Diocese from that of Misfiis- 
sippi, has been elected to supply the vacancy. 

The Rev. N. O. Preston, has been transferred to this Diocese 
from the Diocese of Vermont, and has^ been elected Rector of the 
** Church of the Annunciation " a Parish recently organized in 
the City of New-Orleans. 

1 he liev. John Burke, having been elected to the Presidency of 
Franklin College, Opolousas, has resigned his charge of Trinity 
Church, Natchitoches; and^has accepted jhat appointment. 

The vacancy thus created has been supplied by the election of 
Rev. E. Guion; who, upon letters dismissary from the Diocese of 
New-York, has been received into this Diocese. 

The Rev. David Kerr, has]^been elected to the Rectorship of St. 

John^s Church, Lafourche Interior; and has accepted the appoint- 
ment. 

The Kev. L. M. Purdy, of the Diocese of New-York, has been 
ofBciating since December, in a Parish secontly organized^t St. 
Martinsville, and called Zion's Parish. 

It is earnestly hoped that the Convention will, at its present ses- 
sion, adopt some general plan of education for that portion of the 
youth of our Diocese, whom God, in his Providence, may place 
under our care. The mission of the Church is that of a teacher. 
She is to train the heart for the love and service of her Lord and 
Master; and the mind, also, in order that she may thereby the more 
surely and efficiently control the heart. 

The intellectual as well as the moral cultivation of her children 
is therefore, embraced in her commission ; and this she can never 
execute with any degree of efficiency or success, unless there Is 
un intelligent and hearty co-operation among all the members of 
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her Household, Clericul and Lay, in devising and adopting some 
plan, which, from its feasible character, shall promise such results 
as to command confidence and concentrate our energies. 

The education of our children should be in our own hands. 

Others may do it well. We ought not to allow that they can do it 
better. And we cannot — with safety to ourselves — in view of our 
spiritual engagements, to teach them all things, that, as Christians 
" they ought to know and believe to their souls' health" — divest 
ourselves of this high duty. From the moment the Church receives 
them into her bosom, and consecrates them to the service of the 
Lord at his altar — through all the period of their intellectual and 
moral training — they should not cease to feel her maternal hand 
upqn them; employed- ever in giving shape and proportion to their 
intellectual and social being. 

As I am aware that this subject is in the hands of a Committee, 
charged with maturing a plan to meet our wants, I will not advert 
to details further than to suggest that the rule should be to have a 
School or Schools connected with each Parochial Cure, and placed 
under the general supervision of the several Parish Clergy. 

The exception to be determined by such facts as shall warrant it 
in the judgment of a sound discretion. 

Humbly supplicating a continuance of the blessing of God — 
whose favor we have already so largely experienced, and com- 
mending you anew to His grace, we commit this and such other of 
the matters of the Diocese as claim your attention, to your wis- 
dom and experience. 

LEONIDAS POLK. 



On motion, 

Resolved, That the Bishop of the Diocese is 
hereby requested to admit to Deacons Orders under 
Canon VI., of the General Convention of 1844, 
such persons as may apply for the same, and shall, to 
his satisfaction, and to that of the Standing Com- 
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mittce of the Diocese, comply with the requirements 
of said VI, Canon. 

The Rev. Dr. Lacey, from the Committee on Ed- 
ucation, appointed at the last Convention, reported 
sundry resolutions, which after discussion and amend- 
ment were adopted as follows, viz : 

Whereas, It is the solemn duty of the Church to provide for the 
intellectual and religious training of the young within her pale, 
therefore, resolved by the Diocese of Louisiana, in Convention, 
that for the accomplishment of this end there shall be established a 
Board of Education to consist of five persons, to be annually cho- 
sen by the Convention, of which Board, the Bishop of the Dioctf»e 
shall always be ex officio Chairman, and to this Board shall be 
confided^ the supervision of the work of Education in the Church. 

Resolved, That this board shall meet at least once a year, at 
the time and place of holding the Diocesan Convention, for the 
purpose of deliberating on the interests of Education, and shall 
present, to the .Convention a report of the state of the Schools con- 
nected with the Church in this Diocese. At every such annual 
meeting, the Bo^rd shall cause a sermon, or address to be deliv- 
ered on the subject of Education, the preacher or speaker having 
been appointed by the Bishop at least three months previously. 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty ^of the board to proceed 
immediately to the accomplishment of two objects, with the view of 
being prepared to report thereon, at the next Convention. First, 
by communication with the several Parochial Clergymen and other 
gentlemen throughout the Diocese, to procure statistics as to the 
number of children therein, the ability and willingness of the Pa- 
rishioners to sustain, in whole or in part, a Parochial School; the 
most advantageous locality for such a school with reference to the 
convenience of parents and pupils; the character of the school re- 
quired as to the course of studies most necessary in the Parish, t. e. 
whether Classical or English, merely; and in short, to procure 
such information as may enable the Convention to act judiciously 
in their future course on this most important subject. Secondly, to 
desire the several Parochial Clergymen to open books of snbscrip- 
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tibn among their respective Parishoners, to procure subscriptions 
in money, or donations in land, or otherwise, for the formation of 
an Education Fund. Such subscriptions or donations to be paid 
in instalments ai the convenience of the donors, but not to be 
called for until after the next Convention ; the object at present 
being to ascertain on what grounds the church may rely for aid in 
this great work. 

Resolved^ That any of the Parochial Clergy may proceed at 
once to the formation of Parochial or other Schools if they deem it 
expedient, reporting however, their proceedings therein, to the 
Board of Education, to be laid before the next Convention, and 
subject to the controlling action of that body. 

Resolved, That all the teachers that may hereafler be appointed 
to Parochial Schools, shall be chosen by the Board of Education 
upon the nomination of the Bishop ; and shall be removeable by 
said board with the approbation of the Bishop. In case of a va- 
cancy in the Episcopate, the board shall have power to act alone 
in appointments and removals. 

Resolved, That the Bishop shall be ex officio visitor of all 
Schools in the Diocese that are connected with the Church. He 
shall also prescribe the religious services to be used in such 
Schools, and together with the board designate the books to be 
studied on all matters appertaining to the doctrine ritual and gov- 
ernment of the Church. 

Resolved, That whenever an individual is desirous of estab- 
lishing a private Literary Institution in this Diocese under the juris- 
^ction of the Church, he shall make his desire known to the 
Sishop, who on being satisfied with his or her qualifications, and 
'^ith the locality of tho proposed School, shall license him or her 
«» a teacher of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this Diocese ; 
^nd shall appoint forthwith three discreet Episcopalians, as visitors 
%}£ the establishment. It shall be the duty of such visitors, to visit 
the School assigned to them at least once a quarter, and examine 
the pupils and government thereof. They shall report to the Board 
of Education at each annual Convention, and to the Bishop oftener 
if necessary the true condition of the School, and endeavor gener- 
ally to promote its true interests and efficiency. 



Resolved, That this Convention does hereby pledge itself to 
carry out this system of education in the Church to the extent of 
its means, till every part of this Diocese shall, as far as practicable, 
become a participator in its benefits. 

Resolved, That the Bishop and Board of Education* addrtss 
a circular to the Church at large, explanatary of the plan of opera- 
tions on which it is proposed the Church in Louisiana, shall enter 
on the work of educating her own children, and earnestly soliciting 
the co-operation of all in a common and spirited effort in thb great 
cause. 

Rev. Dr. Lacey and Hon. T. Butler, were ap- 
pointed by the Chair to nominate a Committee on 
Education, for the ensuing year. 

The following persons were then reported and ap- 
proved by the Convention, viz : 

Rev. F. L. Hawks, D. D., Rev. D. S. Lewis, 
Rev. A. H. Lamon, Messers. J. P. Lobdell, and 
W. N. Mercer. 

On Motion, The Rev. Dr. Lacey and Hon. Thoa. 
Butler, were added to that Committee. 

Mr. Lobdell, from the Committee on Education, 
then presented in behalf of himself and others, the 
following additional Report : 



The undersigned members of the Committee appointeil to 
sider the expediencj of instituting one or more SemiaavM of i 
ing in this Diocese, to be placed under the aue^ces and Mi^ria- 
tendattce of the Convention ; in addition to the report siads hf 
their Chairman beg leave to state to the Cimvention; tluvt iSke L^^ 
islature of this State, have recently passed an aet, direetiag the 
sale of the Louisiana College, with its Lands, BaiUingSy Kxtnre^f 
Library, Philosophical, and Ch^asical ApparatHS, FuoMtiire, ctei 
etc., to some Assoeiatioii or Religions Seeie^, whe miU oUigarke 
themselves to keep up tbe College us a Literary lastitiiiioii, maA for 
a sum not less than Ten ThousMid Dollars, paysMe in three eqval 



annual instalments. Your Committee would beg leave furlla^r t^ 
state — that the buildings, fixtures, apparatus, etc. are of great 
value, and well adapted to the purposes of a Seminary and Col- 
lege ; That the College is situated in a healthy part of the coun- 
try, and near the centre of the State. Your committee believe, 
that it would be a great benefit to the Episcopal Church of this* 
State, to become the owners of this property, for the purposes of 
establishing an Episcopal Seminary; and other branches of educa- 
tion. And they believe that a fund could be obtained from Epis- 
copalians of this State, to accomplish the desired object : first, to- 
rn ake the purchase of the college property, and aflerward, from 
time to time, to establish Scholarships and Professorships. They 
would therefore suggest to the Convention, that a subscription be 
opened under the superintendance of a Committee of this Conven- 
tion, requesting Episcopalians, who may feel willing to aid in the 
purchase of the college property, &c., the sum of Ten Dollar^ 
each, and that each and every Rector itt this Diocese, be requested 
to make annual collections in aid of the establishment of Scholar*^ 
ships and Professorships in the college. Your committee would 
therefore conclude by recommending the following resolutions : 

1st. Resolved, That a committee of five persons be appointed to 
solicit a subscription of Ten Dollars each, from Episcopalians,^ 
who are willing to aid in raising funds to purchase the College of 
Louisiana; its Fixtures, Library, Labratory, etc. 

2d. Resolved, That each and every Rector in this Diocese, bo 
requested to make annual collections in aid of the establishment of 
Scholarships and Professorships in said college. 

All of which is Respectfully Submitted. 

On motion, the report was laid on the table . 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUPERANUATED CLERGYMEN. 

The committee to which was referred the resolution of the Con- 
yention, relative to the support of superanuated and infirm mem- 
bers of the Clergy of this Diocese; and the widows and orphans of 
deceased clergymen of the same, beg leave to report : 

The expectation of your committee* is that a fund may be raised, 
either by voluntary contribution of the members of the church, *>t 

3 
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by collections to be taken up for that object, or by both means, 
which though small at first, on being properly invested in stocks, 
or mortgages, may produce a sufficient one by the time it is called 
for by the necessities of the Clergy. Your committee have selected 
a day for the collections in the churches on which the hearts of all 
true christians overflow with gratitude for the appearance in the 
flesh of the Son of God, when, it is hoped the members of the 
church may not be unmindful of those who have devoted the prime 
and vigor of their lives to Hia service. They report the following 
resoulution. 

Reaolvedf That the Rectors of the several Parishes in this Dio- 
cese, be directed to have collections taken up in their several 
Churches, on each Christmas Day, for the above mentioned ob- 
ject; and that they report the amount of the same to each Con- 
vention of the Church. 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet after the 
celebration of divine service. 



Friday, 2 o'clock P. M. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
On motion, 

Resolved, That when this Convention adjourn, it 

adjourn to meet in the Parish of St. James, East 

Baton Rouge, on the second Wednesday after 
Easter, 1846. 

The Committee on the Episcopal Fund, reported 
as follows : 

The committee appointed at the last Convention, to mature a 
plan for the support of the Episcopate of this Diocese ; respect- 
fully recommend the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That 'each Minister in this Diocese, having a 
church in charge, endeavor to procure annually a contribution to 
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fhe Episcopal Fund, either by making a collection^ or otherwise, 
as he may deem best. 

2. Resolved, That the Wardens in each Parish, be desired by 
their respective Clergymen, to open a book for the subscription of 
money to be paid in hand, or in annual instalments at the option 
of the subscribers ; and also, for obtaining donations in land, or 
any other species of property ; and that such books be laid before 
the Convention, by the respective clergymen, at the next annual 
meeting of the Convention. 

•3. Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed on behalf 
of the Convention, to apply to the Legislature, should they deem 
it expedient, for such acts of incorporation as may be necessary for 
the permanent and safe appropriation of funds given for any church 
objects. 

The foregoing resolutions were adopted, and the 
Hon. Judge Butler, John L. Lobdell and Geo. S. 
Liacey, Esqrs., were appointed a Committee under 
the third resolution. 



PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 



FROM GRACE CHURCH, ST. FRANCISVILLE. 

Baptisms, (Adults 5 — infants 15) 20 

Marriages, - - - - - 6 

Funerals, ----- 10 

Communicants, . . - . - 26 

Collections for Domestic Missions, - - $70 00 

Diocesan Missions, - - - - - 20 00 

Other Benevolent Objects, aboat - - - 100 00 

The Sunday School continues prosperous. Services for the colored people of 
tbe Parish are held nearly every Sunday evening. 

The religious prospects of this Parish are encouraging.. 

D. S.; LEWIS, Sector. 



so 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, NEW4)RLEANS. 

The Rector of St. Paul's Church, reports since the last Convention: — 

Baptisms, (Infants,) ..... 34 

Interments, -.-.___ ig 

Marriages, -_-_.-.- 4 
Communicants, — ^Added, - 18 

Died, - - 2 

Removed, - 10 Total, 84 

Collections' for Missions, - - $846 00 

For Parochial purposes, - - 250 00 

The Rector is happj to state, that the Sunday School connected with the Parish, 
» in a very flourishing condition. 

Numher of Teachers, 23.— Scholars, 178. 

A large School-house is nearly completed, which will accommodate about two 
hundred and fifty scholars, and the children and their friends have contributed 
$155 towards its erection. 

C. GOODRICH, Rector. 



Rev. A. H. LAMON, Rector of St. John's Church, West Baton Roiige, 
respectfully reports : That since the last Convention, he has 

Baptbed — ^Adults, (white 6, colored 87,) and 8 children — ^Total 51 
Communicants; added 6 ..... Total 18 
♦Confirmed, -.. - - - - - . -47 

Marriages, --.-...-- 1 

Funerals, -....-.. -»i 

Sunday School, (Teachers 5 — Scholars 20,) - - - 25 

Contributed by the Sunday School, to Missions $ 6 00 

Contributed by the Congregation, to Missions 42 00 

♦Those who were confirmed will come forward to the Conmiunion. 

A neat Church Edifice has been erected at a cost of about $1800; towards which 
object $50 were contributed by St. Paul's Church, New-Orleans; $20 by the 
Church of the Annunciation, New.Orleans, and $10 by the Rev. Dr. Wheaton. 

Although this Church has been organized but little more than a year, yet Bfin- 
ister and people have abundant cause to be thankful for the success which has 
attended their efforts. 



Since the last Convention, I have preached once in Chrbt Church, and once in 
St. Paul's Church, New-Orleans; five times in Grace Church, St. Francisville; 
once at Rtitb's Point, on the Mississippi; once at Harrisonburgh, Catahoula; once 
in Thibodeaux, on the Lafourch; and the residue of the Sunday's and other festi- 
vals in Jackson, East Feliciana. 

WM. BrLACEY, Rector of the Southern Institute for X'ouns Ladiet, 
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CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION, NEW-ORLEANS. 

Public services were commenced in the Parish, on the first Sunday in Advent, 
X>ecember 1st, 1844. At which time a Sunday School was ojganized, embracing 
Two teachers and two children. 

In this school, thus feeble in its beginnings, there have already been gathered 
153 children ; but owing to the difficulty of securing a competent number of effi- 
cient teachers, and also, to the organization, subsequent to our own, of two other 
Sunday Schools in our immediate vicinity ; the actual number in attendance has 
ranged between 50 and 75. 

A Library, consisting of one'hundred and ten volumes, has been procured for the 
use of the school. 

Our public services have been usually well attended, and so soon as the Church 
Edifice is built, which we expect to have ready for consecration by the 1st of No- 
vember next, we have good hope that a large and respectable congregation will be 
easily assembled. 

There have been 5 children baptised . 

On Easter Sunday, at which time was our first communion, there were 17 who 
partook of the sacrament. The Rector has ascertainecT that there are 16 commu- 
nicants belonging to the Parish. 

The contributions of the Church have been : 

For Foreign Missions, $40' 50 

For Domestic Missions , 25' 00 

For Bible, Tract, and Seaman Friend's' Society, 80 00 

For Parish purposes, ' 36 95 



Making for the first four months of its existence, a total of $132 45 
These encouraging beginnmgs we record with devout thankfulness to Almighty 
God, through whose grace alone it is, we have been enabled, both *to will and to do. * 

N. O. PRESTON, Rector. 



ST. MARY'S CHURCH, IBERVILLE. 

Baptisms, 7 Children: (3 white; 4 black.) 

Baptisms, 3 Adults; (1 white; 2 black.) 

Marriages, 1 (Black.) 

Burials, 1 Member of my Congregation — a child. 

Burials, 2 Adults of the neighborhood. * 

Communicants, 12 (8 white; 4 black.) 

Contributions to the General Missions of the Church, $32 00 

A lot for the site of a Church has been given, and the funds for its erection have 

been subscribed. Nothing now is wanting, but action on these preliminary steps, 

to provide us with a suitable place for public worship. The Ladies, with their 

usual zeal, have, by the labor of the needle, collected nearly money enough to 

jpurchase a Silver Service for the Holy Communion. 

CHARLES FAY, Rector. 
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The undersigned woald respectfully report, that since his last report to the Con^ 
vention, in June, 1844, he has officiated in West Baton Rouge, Clinton and New- 
Orleans. 

In West Baton Rouge, he has officiated three times, and in Clinton once. 

In St. Paul's Church, New-Orleans, between the 17th of August, and the 12th 
of November, durmg which time he had a temporary charge of the Parish, he has 
read the serrices of the church 18 times; preached 12 sermons, and administered 
the holy communion once. 

In Christ Church, New-Orleans, between the 17th of August, and the j^esent 
date ; during which, he has had charge of the Parish ; he has read the services of 
the church 58 tunes ; preached 86 sermons ; administered the holy oommnnion 7 
times ; baptized (2 adults and 18 children) 20 : celebrated one marriage, and 
attended 10 funerals. 

Other marriages 8. Baptisms 6. Funerals 1. 

Durmg the same period, he has read the service and preached at the Work- 
House 18 times, and in other places 5 times. 

Total. — ^Read the church service 91 times ; preached 70 sermons ; baptisms 
26 ; funerals 11 ; marriages 4. 

All which is Respectfully Submitted, by 

R. H. RANNEY, Rector pro tern of Christ Church. 
JSTew-Orleans, March 14/A, 1845. 



The Rev. LUCIUS M. PURDY, {of J^ewmVork,) officiating m Attakapas, 
reports to the Bishop of the Diocese : 

That he reached his field of labor in November last ; and that he has officiated 
as frequently, and in such places as circumstances allowed. The larger share of 
services have been at St. Martinsville, and ordinarily in English, as requested by 
the Congregation. 

December 4th. — A Parish was duly organized by the name of Zion Church, St. 
Martinsville. Efforts are making to erect a chujrch, and a considerable sum has 
been subsciibed. 

In Easter week, a Parish was organized in Lafayette, by the name of St. Lake's 
Church, Vermillionville ; where the prospects seem encouraging. 

Baptisms at St Martinsville, Adults 1 — infants 3 — 04 
Communicants, added, 12 

Baptisms in Lafayette, Adults, 3 — infants 12 — 15 

Irreligion and vice are sadly prevalent in this long neglected field. More laborers 
are needed in the good work, such as will persevere in the face of every discour- 
agement. It is hoped that some provision for their support will be made. A 
supply of Prayer Books, both in English and French, are desired. 
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TRINITV CHURCH, NATCHITOCHES. 

The undersigned took charge of this Parish, on the 9th of December last, since 
which time he has been constantly engaged in the discharge of his daties in this 
place and its vicinity. Serrices are held twice or thrice on Sunday's, and occa- 
sionally during the week. The attendance is good and increasing. The present 
nnmber of communicants as nearly as can be ascertained are 40, including some 
belongii^ to other denominations. Six have been added to our number since the 
undersigned took charge of the Parish, viz : new 3, by removal 3. Six have been 
lost by removal. Owing to the depressed condition of business in this place, many 
families connected with the Parish have left, and others contemplate leaving 
shortly. Two visits have been made to the neighboring Parish of Alexandria, and 
occasional services are held at the United States Military encampment, three miles 
from town. 

Baptisms, ..... 2 

Funerals, - - - - - - 6 

Sunday Schools — about .... 30 

Teachers, - - - - - - .4 

E. GUION, Jr. 



ST. JOHN'3 PARISH, THIBODEAUX. 

The undersigned respectfully states, that from the newness of this Parish, and 

the recent date of his connection therewith, his report is consequently brief. The 

Church was consecrated on Palm Sunday. On the following Sunday, being 

Easter Day, I entered upon my duties as Rector, by an unanimous invitation of 

the Vestry. 

Baptisms, - - - . - 14 

Marriages, ...... i 

Communicants, (10 white; 14 coined.) 24 

Having charge of the Parish in which the Right Rev. the Bishop of the Diocese 
resides, the annual Diocesan Report renders it unnecessary to mention here the 
general circumstances connected with this portion of the Lord's vint)yard. With 
the blessing of God on the means provided by the Church, we may here reap an 
abundant harvest May the Lord in his gracious Providence hasten the time ! 

DAVID KERR, Rector 

Thibodeaux, April 2d. 



The Committee appointed by the Chair, to nomi- 
nate a Standing Committee, reported the following 
gentlemen as their nominees : 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Hon. THOS. BUTLER, 

Rev. Dr. LACEY, L. DUPUY, 

Rev, Mr. GOODRICH, JOHN NICHOLSON. 
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Whereupon : 

Resolvedy That the gentlemen nominated, be ap- 
pointed the Standing Committee of the Diocese for 
the ensuing year. 

The Convention then took a recess until after the 
evening service, when having again assembled for 
business, the IIon.Thos. Butler, submitted a proposi- 
tion for the alteration of the third article of the Con- 
stitution, so as to read " one-half" instead of " two- 
thirds'' ; thereby allowing a representation from one 
half of the Parishes to constitute a quorum. 

The proposition according to the requirements of 
the Constitution, lies over, for the action of the next 
Convention. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention, be 
presented to the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. 
John's Church, West Baton Rouge, for the use of 
the Church, for the purposes of the Convention; and 
to the inhabitants of West Baton Rouge, for their 
hospitality to the members of the Convention during 
their stay. 

On motion, after prayers by the Bishop, the Con- 
vention adjourned. 

LEONIDAS POLK, 
C, GOODRICH, Secretary. Bishop of the Dioceee. 



APPENDIX. 



CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

OF LOUISIANA. 

ARTICLE I. 

The Church in Louisiana hereby accedes to the Constitution of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and acknowledges its au- 
thority. 

ARTICLE II. 

Hie Annual Convention of the Church in this State shall be held at such time 
and place as shall have been determined by the preceding Convention. The 
Bishop shall be, ex officio^ President of the Convention ; or in case of his absence, 
or of a vacancy in the Episcopate, a President pro tempore shall be elected by 
ballot from among the Clerical members present. A Secretary, who shall also be, 
ex officio. Treasurer of the Convention, shall be chosen at the opening of each 
Convention, and continue in office till the next annual Convention. Special meet- 
ings of the Convention may be called by the Bishop, when, in his judgment, the 
good of the Church shall require it ; and when there is no Bishop, by the Standing 
Committee. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Convention shall be composed of both Clergymen and Laymen. All Minis- 
ters of this Church in regular standing, who shall have officiated six months in 
some Parish in the State; Clerical instructors of youth, and Chaplains in the Army 
and Navy, who have been resident in the State six months, shall be members of 
the Convention. Each Parish in the State, in union with this Convention, shall be 
entitled to a representation by three Lay Delegates : and if it consist of more than 
fifty families, by five, to be chosen by the Vestry, a certificate of whose appoint- 
ment, signed by the Wardens, shall, before they are admitted to a seat, be laid be- 
fore th« Convention. A representation, whether Clerical or Lay, from two-thirds 
of the Parishes in union with this Convention, shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business ; but a smaller number may adjourn. 
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CANON IV. 

OF PARISH REGISTERS AND PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 
Every Minister shall keep a Register of Baptisms, Confirmatioiu, Commmii- 
cants, Marriages and Funerals, within his cnre, agreeably to the 29th Canon of the 
General Convention of IS32. The Record shall specify the name and time of 
birth of the child baptized, with the names of the parents and sponsoiB ; the name 
of tlie adalt baptized ; the names of the parties married, and of the peraons 
buried ; and also the time when each rite was performed. The Regiiter shall be 
kept by the Minister, in a book belonging to the Vestry ; and in case of a VBcancj, 

by the Senior Warden. 

It shall be the duty of the Minister to present to the Annual Convention a state- 
ment of the number of Baptisais, Confirmations, Marriages and FnnenUs within 
his cure ; together with the number of Communicants ; diitingaiihing the addi- 
tions, removals, and deaths, since the last Report He may also include in the 
statement any other matters tending to throw light on the condition of the parish. 

CANON V. 

OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE. 
The Standing Committee ^shall organize on the day of their election, by choos- 
ing a President and Secretary ; the latter of whom shall keep a Record of all its 
transactions, and present an abstract of the same to each annual Convention. The 
meetings of the standing Committee may be called at the discretion of the Presi- 
dent ; and it shall be his duty to call a meeting when requested thereto by anj 
two of its members. 

CANON VI. 

OF THE CONYENTIOlf. 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a sermon, and the adminis-' 
tration of the Lord's Supper ; and the preacher shall be nominated by the Bishop^ 
or in case of the vacancy of that office, by the Standing Committee. There dball 
also be prayers every morning during the session of the Convention. 
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LIST OF THX CLERGY OF THE DIOGBSB OF LOUISIANA. 
•^^^^^ 4fpiSr 22, 1846. 



Rt. Rev. LEONIDAS POLK, D. D. 
Bnhop of the Diocese, and residing near Thibodeaux. 

Rev. JOHN BURKE, 

Rector of St. James' Church, Baton Rouge. 

Rev. CHARLES FAY, 

Missionary in New Orleans. 

Rev. CHARLES GOODRICH, 

Rector of St. Paul's Church, New Oileans. 

Rev. E. GUION, 

Rector of Trinity Church, Natchitoches. 

Rev. WM. B. LACEY, D. D. 

Rector of the Southern Institution for Young Ladies, Jackson, E. Feliciana. 

Rev. a. H. LAMON, 

Rector of St John's Church, West Baton Rouge. 

Rev. F. L. HAWKS, D. D. 

Rector of Christ's Church, New Orleans. 

Rbv. DAVID KERR, 
Rector of St John's Church, Thibodeaux. 

Rev. D. S. LEWIS, 
Rector of Grace Church, St Francisville. 

Rev. SAMUEL G. LITTON, 

Residing at Franklm, Parish of St. Mary. 

Rev. ALEXANDER McLEOD, 

Minister and Missionary, stationed at Shreveport. 

Rev. N. O. PRESTON, 

Rector of the Church of the Aiinunciation» New Orleans. 

Rbv. L. 11 PURDY. 

Missionary in the Parish of Attakapas. 

Rev. WM. STEELE, 

Missionary in the Parish (tf Caddo. 

Rev. spencer WALL, 

Missionary in the Parish of West Feliciana. 

Rev. N. S. WHEATON, D. D. 

Lately residing in New Orioaos^now in Europe. 

Rev. JAMES A. FOX, 

OfficiatUig on "TJie Coast" 



LUT OF PABItHBi AND CONOSBGATIONI IN THE DIOCSKU 

OP LOVIBlAiy^ v.\^V« 
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ASCENSION PARISH— 

ABcenaon Church, Donaldson. 

EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH— 

St. James' Church, Baton Rouge. 

WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH— 

St. John's Church, Smithfield. 

CADDO PARISH— 

Church, Shreveport. 

WEST FELICIANA PARISH— " 

Grace Church, St Francisville^ 

EAST FELICIANA PARISH— 

Church, Jackson. 

LA FOURCHE INTERIOR PARISH— 

St John's Church, Thibodeaox. 

IBERVILLE PARISH— 

St. Mary's Church, Bayou Groula. 

LA FAYETTE PARISH— 

St. Luke's Church, VermilUonville. 

. ST. MARTIN'S PARISH— 

2<ion Church, St Martinsville. 

ST. MARY'S PARISH— 

Church, Franklin. 

CITY AND PARISH OF NEW ORLEANS— 

« 

The Chnrch of the Annunciation, Annnnoiation Square. 
Christ's Church, Canal street. 
St Paul's Church, Camp street 
Missionary Station, Carondelet street 
Bethel, Old Levee street. 

NATCHITOCHES PARISH— 

Trinity Church, Natchitoches. 

RAPIDES PARISH^ 

St James* Church, Alexandria. 

DE SOTO PARISH— 

— Church. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION. 



STATE OF LOUISMJiTJt, PARISH OF EAST BATOJV ROUGE: 

Thb Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of the 
State of Louisiana, having been convened (in conformity with the last 
adjournment) at St. James' Church, in the Parish of East Baton Rouge, 
in the city of Baton Rouge, at four o'clock, in the afternoon of Wednes- 
day, the twenty-second day of April, in the jekr of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six, when the Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk, D. D., 
Bishop of the Diocese, took the Chair as President, and the Rev. 
Charles Goodrich, Rector of St. Paul's Church, New Orleans, the 
Secretary of the Convention of last year, called over the list of Clergy 
residing in this State, and who were entitled to seats in the last Con- 
vention, when it appeared that the following were present, who 
answered to their names, and took their seats in Convention, to-wit : 

Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk, D. D., Bishop of the Diocese. 

Rev. John Burke, Rector of St« James' Church, Baton Rouge. 

Rev. Chas. Goodrich, Rector of St Paul's Church, New Orleans. 

Rev. E. Guion, Rector of Trinity Church, Natchitoehes. 

Rev. F. L. Hawks, D. D., Rector of Christ's Church, New Orleans. 

Rev. David Kerr, Rector of St« John's Church, Thibodeaux. 

Rev. a. H. Laxon, Rector of St. John's Church, W. Baton Rouge. 

Rev. Williak B. Lacet, D. D., Rectinr of the Southern Institute 
fi)r Young Ladies, Jackson. 

Rev. D* S. Lewis, Rector of Grace Church, St Fiancisville. 

Rev. N. O. Preston, Rector of the Church of the Annunciation, 
New Orleans. 

The President then appointed the Rev. Dr. Hawks and the Rev. 
A. H. Laxon a Committee to assist the Secretary in examining the 
oeitificates of the lay delegates. Tlie lay delegates placed their cer- 
tifteates on ike table, after due notke, when said Committee and the 
Secretary reported that after due examination it was found that the fol- 
lowing lay delegates were entitled to tiieir seats in the Convention, viz : 
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Parish of East Baton Rouge — Sl James^ Churehj Bitton Rouge, 
Geo. S. Lacy, Alfred Gates and Dr. Timothy Fay. 

Parish of West Baton Rouoe — St^ JohrCs Churchy Smitl^idd, 
Dr. David Deval, Hiram J. Grover and John L. Lobdbll. 

Parish of West Feliciana — Ghrace Churchy SL FrancismUe. 
Hon. Thomas Butler, Dr. Ira Smith, John D. Powell, and 

Dr. P. B. McKelvey. 

Parish of La Fourche Interior — St, Jo7m*s Churchy Thibadeaux. 
Hon. Geo. Guion, Richard E. Butler and C. F. Hawlby. 

City and Parish of New Orleans — Christ Churchy Canal street. 
John Nicholson, Lucius C. Duncan, George E. Payne, 

AND Aaron C. Clbyeland. 
Church of the Annundationy Annunciation Square* 

J. F. BODLEY, J. p. McMlLLEN AND J. O. PlESION. 

St PavVs Churchy Camp street. 
L. DupuY, Greenbury Dorsey, S. Woodall, sl Wm. M. Goodrich. 

Parish of Natchitoches — Trinity Churchy NatcMtoehes. 
Ambrose Sompayrac, Sr., Victor Sompayrac, & Ths. J. Stimfbon. 

The names of the laj delegates having been called, the followiiig 
appeared to be present, answered to their names, and took their seats 
in Convention, to- wit : 

Hon. Thomas Butler. John L. Lobdbll. 

J. F. BoDLEY. Georgb S. Lacy. 

Lucius C. Duncan. P. B. McKjblvby. 

L. DuPUY. J. P. McMlLLBH. 

Greenbury Dorsey. John D. Powell. 

Hon. Gborge S. Guion. J. O. Pibrson. 

Alfred Gates. Thomas J. Stimpson* 

A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the President 
declared the Convention duly organised. 

The Rt. Rev. B. B. Smith, D. D., Bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church of the State of Kentucky, being present, on motion, it was 

Resolvedy That die Rt Rev. Bishop Smttb be requested to take * 
seat in Convention at the left of the President : 

When, on motion, it was jfiirther 
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Resolvedy That the Rev. Dr. McLeod, Minister and Missionary, 
stationed at Shrevepoit, in the Parish of Caddo, now here present, 
who has not yet obtained a canonical residence in this State, be 
admitted as an honorary member of this Convention. 

Whereupon the Rt. Rev. Bishop Smith and the Rev. Dr. McLeod 
took their seats in Convention accordingly. 

The Convention then, in conformity with the fifth rule of order, 
proceeded to choose a Secretary for the Convention : when John L. 
LoBDEix, of the Parish of West Baton Rouge, one of the lay delegates, 
was duly chosen. It was then ^ 

Resolved^ That the Convention adjourn until to-morrow morning 
at 10 o'clock, to attend divine service in the church. 



•/^ 



Thursday Mobnino, 10 o'clock; 4i£icy 23, 1846. 

The Convention re-assembled at 10 o'clock, this morning, when 
the morning service was read by the Rev. D. S. Lewis, and a sermon 
preached by the Rev. Dr. Lacey, to a large and attentive congregation ; 
after which the Holy Eucharist was administered to the clergy, and 
many of the laity and congregation. The Convention then came to 
order, the Minutes of the preceding day were read, corrected and 
approved; when, on motion, it was 

Besoibjedf utumknously^ That the thanks of the Convention be given 
to the ReT. Chables Goodbich, the Secretary of the Convention of 
last year, for his services as Secretary. 

After which the following Address was read by the Rt. Rev. 
Leonidas Polk, Bishop of the Diocese, to-wit : 



"TiVintBB of ti)t BiB^op. 



BBETHBEJf OF THE CLERGY A^fD UUTT : 

Our devout acknowledgemento are doe to Almigfaftj God, our 
heavenly Father, for having preserred us through the revohilioiis of 
another year, and for having permitted us to assemble onoe more §oft 
the discharge of the responsible du^ of legislating fi>r hk Cfanrcii* 

May we be duly impressed by his mercy and goodness to us, and 
may his holy spirit preside over and direct us in our present woik. 

It is believed, that the interests of the Church in this Diocese, 
under the blessing of God, have been steadily advancing^ since the 
occasion of oyr 1^ conventional meeting. Additums have been made 
to the list o^uf^JMddies and consecrated buildings, and to the number 
of our clergy ajaiLoandidates for orders* We have ieas<m to beUeve, 
also, that the provisions of the Gospel for the edification of the people, 
in the parishes generally, have been fitithfiilly administf>Ted» 

The routine of my own personal service during the year past, has 

been as follows : 

On the Saturday morning followiiig the adjounmient of the Con* 

vention, I assisted in the services held in St« John's Chnidi, West 

Baton Rouge. In the afternoon of the same day I catechifled the 

children of that church. 

On Sunday, 6th April, I confirmed nine white persons, in the same 
Parish, in the forenoon. In the aftemocm, I [weached and adBihris- 
teredthe same rite to thirty-seven persons of cdor. The intorest 
manifested by this latter portion of the congregation la te e^liwnn 
services of the Church, as well as the zeal in their behalf on the part 
of their masters, who have devolved up<m them the reqponfl&ility of 
their spiritual instruction, was of the most gratifying character. 

On Monday, 7th of April, I proceeded to St James' Parish, East 
Baton Rouge, where I assisted in the services of the morning and 
addressed the congregation at night. 

On the 8th, I preached, and confirmed ten persons in the same 
parish, and also celebrated the holy communion. 

On the 9th, after prayers, by the Rev. Mr. Lswis, I preached al 
Jackson. During my stay at this place, I made a visitati<m of Uie 
'' Southern Institute for Young Ladies," under the charge of the Rer. 
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William B. Lacey, D. D. This, as is already known to the 
Diocese, is a school established for the education of the daughters of 
the Church, and such others as may be disposed to avail themselves of 
its benefit. It proposes to offer to parents and guardians a seminary 
in which their children or wards may obtain a thorough education in 
all those branches usually embraced in the most liberal course of 
female education. The arrangements for the accommodation of the 
pupils appear to have been judiciously made, and the routine of their 
daily life that which becomes a christian family. The situation of the 
school is in one of the most healthy districts of the State, and on that 
account particularly attractive to such persons as are without confi- 
dence in the healthiness of our alluvial lands, and are not disposed to 
send their children to a great distance from their homes. These are 
considerations which make it an object of common interest to the 
Diocese, and I earnestly commend it to the confidence of the Church 
and the public. 

On Friday, 11th, afler prayers by the Rev. Mr. Lewis, I preached 
in Grac^ Church, St. Francisville. 

On Saturday, 12th, I assisted in the celebration of divine service in 
the same Parish, in the morning, and in the afternoon performed the 
funeral service. 

On Sunday, April 1 3th, I preached and confirmed seventeen persons, 
in the morning, in the same Parish, and in the afternoon preached to 
the colored people, on the estate of Dr. Iba Smith. 

On Thursday, 17th, I visited St. Mary's, Bayou Goula, and after 
divine service by the Rev. Mr. Fat, I^ preached and confirmed six 
persons. In the &mily of the Rector of this Parbh there was also a 
school fiyr die education of young ladies ; which, although it embraced 
a limited number of pupils, was nevertheless conducted upon a plan 
fo enliurged and comprehensive as to make its subsequent discontin- 
uance a sabject of regret 

On Sundays, 20th and 27th, I officiated in St John's Church, 

Thibodeaux. 

On Sunday, 4th May, I preached and confirmed thirteen persons, in 
Christ Church, New Orleans, in the morning, and assisted in the cele- 
bration of the holy communion. In the afternoon I preached and con- 
finned three persons in the Parish of the Annunciation, in the same city. 
'On Sunday, 11th, I preached and confirmed ten persons in St 
Paul's Church, New Orleans, in the morning. In the aftemocm X)f the 
same day, I preached and confirmed finur persons in the Parish of the 

Annunciation. 

2 
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Sunday, 18th, I officiated in St John's Church, Thibodeaux. 

Sunday, 25th, I preached in St James' Parish, Alexandria, in the 
afternoon. I preached, also, at night, in the same Parish, and con- 
finned seven persons. 

Monday, 26th, I baptized in the same Parish two adults and one child. 

Thursday, 29th, I preached in the steamer Yazoo, on my way to 
Shreveport 

.Saturday, 31st, I baptized two children, in the Parish of Caddo. 
At night, of the same day, I read the service and preached at Summer 
Grove. 

Sunday, June let, T preached in the court-house, at Shreveport, in 
the morning. In the afternoon of the same day I read service for the 
Rev. Mr. Steel, who preached. At night, after service, by the Rev. 
Mr. Steel, I preached. 

Monday, 2d, after Morning Prayer, I preached in the same place. 
In the afternoon I met the friends of the Church, and oiganized a con- 
gregation to be called St Paul's. The interest manifested on this 
occasion to secure the regular ministration of the Church, was of the 
most gratifying character. Measures were- immediately taken to 
erect a suitable church building, and to provide the means fiur the. 
support of a minister. This point has always been with me one of 
great interest, as connected with the extension of the Church. It is 
at the head of unobstructed navigation for the largest class of steam- 
boats employed on the Red River, and the point at which, consequently, 
merchandise destined for the region ferther up the river most be re- 
shipped. It is the point also on Red River through which emigrants 
for Northern Texas must pass, and from which a large part of that 
State must procure its supplies and ship its products. It is beindes 
surrounded by one of the most fertile districts in our State, inhabited 
by an intelligent and enterprising population. Since the period of my 
visit they have been supplied with the services of a clergymaik 
Thursday, 5th June, I baptized three childrent at Grand £«0Qfe. 
Friday, 6th, I assited in the services of the morning, at Trinity 
Church, Natchitoches, and at night I preached. 

On Saturday, 7th, I confirmed five persons in the same Pariah, in 
the morning, and in the afternoon I catechised the children. 

Sunday, 8th, I preached in the same Parish in the morning .and 
celebrated the holy communion. In the aflemoon I preached to the 
colored people, and confirmed one of them. 

Monday, I met the Vestry of Trinity Church, to c<«ifer as to the 
interests of the Parish. 



ADDRESS OF THK BISHOP. 11 

Wednesday, 11th, I reached Alexandria, where I had an appoint 
ment, which I was too unwell to fill — my lack of service being sup- 
plied by my Rev. Brother Lacey, who kindly accompanied me on this 
laborious tour, and to whom I found myself frequently indebted for 
support under its fatigues. 

Thursday, 12th, I proceeded to Bayou Boeu^ and passed the night 
with one of several families residing about twenty miles from Alex- 
andria, who are desirous of forming themselves into a congregation 
and to employ a minister. The prospects of the Church in that 
vicinity are decidedly good, and the day is not distant when we may 
confidently expect to witness the erection of a church and the esta- 
blishment of a congregation. Afler visiting several fitmilies, who 
were of our household, residing between Alexandria and Opelousas, 
we arrived at the latter place on Saturday, 14th. 

Sunday, June 15th, I preached in the morning in Opelousas. In 
the aflemoon I confirmed two persons, and received into the congre- 
gation of Christ's flock, according to the provisions of the service set 
forth for that purpose, an infant child, who had received private baptism. 
Monday, 16th, I baptized an adult. 

Tuesday, 17th, assisted in the service of the morning, in St 
Luke's Parish, Vermillionville. 

Wednesday, 18th, I preached and confirmed three persons in the 
same Parish in the morning, and in the aflemoon read the service, 
and held a conference with the Vestry. 

Satoiday, 21st, I celebrated divine service in the court-house, in 
St Martinsville. 

Sunday, 22d, I preached in the same place in the morning, and 
coafirined nine white persons. In the aflemoon of the same day, I 
preached and baptized five colored persons, and confirmed eighteen. 
Service was held at night of the same day. 

Mcmday, 2dd, I baptized one in&nt and three colored adults. 
Tuesday, 24th, I met the Vestry of Zion's Church, St Martinsville, 
to confer with them as to the interests of the Parish. 

Wednesday, 25th, I was at New Town, where in consequence of 
indisposition I was unable to fill my appointment Rev. Dr. Lacby 
preached and baptized certain adults and children. In the aflemoon, 
I met the friends of the Church, who appeared to be very desirous of 
jnrocuring the services of a minister, and who gave me to understand 
that they would not be backward in exerting themselves for the sup- 
poit of a clergyman, could one to meet their wants be had. I have 
been for some time past in treaty with a clergyman for this station, 
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who, I have reason to think, will go to it, «o eoon as he can be released 
from bb present engagement^ 

Sunday, 29th, I preached in Franklin on the Teche, in the morning, 
and assisted in the services in the evening. 

Saturday, 19th, I celebrated three marriages in the Parish of St. 
John,» Thibodeaux. 

Sunday, 20th, celebrated divine service in the same Parish. 

Sunday, 27th, read prayers and preached in the same Parish. 

Sunday, 3d August, read prayers and preached on the steamer 
Clarksviile, on the Mississippi River. 

Sundays, the 17th and 24th August, preached in St. JfAa?B Church, 
Ashwood, Tennessee. 

Sunday, 31st, read prayers on the steamer Missouri, in the Missis- 
sippi river. 

Sunday, September 7th, held service and preached in St. John's 
Church. Thibodeaux. 

From that period until the month of IMarch, I was in St. John's 
Parish, officiating as occasion offered in the various services of the 
Church. In this interval I baptized one child, confirmed three persons, 
and celebrated four marriages. 

On Wednesday, 11th March, I assisted in the celebratioii of divine 
service in Christ's Church, New Orleans. 

On Sunday, 15th, I preached in the Mission Church, under the 
charge of the Rev. Mr. Fay, in the city of New Orieans, in the morn- 
ing ; in the Parish of the Annunciation in the aftenuxm, and in St. 
Paul's at night 

On Sunday, 22d, I preached in Christ Church. In the afternoon of 
the same day, I consecrated the Church of the Annunciation, and 
preached in the same. I cannot omit here testifying my gratitude to 
Almighty God for the consummation of the enterprise which has 
resulted in the consecration of this building. It is less than eighteen 
months since the missionary under whose care this work has been con- 
ducted, came into the diocese. 

During that period — ^in which he was sustained in his work by an 
appropriation from the Domestic Conmiittee of the Board of Missions, 
aided by a contribution from the efficient City Mission, of New 
Orleans — a congregation has been organized, and the beautifiil buiU« 
ing which now adorns Annunciaticm Square, has been erected; ft 
large portion of the pews have been taken, and we are warranted in 
entertaining the gratifying expectation, that, in less than a year, few, 
if any, of its six hundred and fifty sittings will be unoccupied. Let ua 
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entertain the hope and make it the subject of our prayers, that this 
may be but the beginning of a series of like efforts which may termi- 
nate only with furnishing an adequate supply of church acconmiodation 
to the perishing multitudes of the metropolis of our Diocese. 

On Wednesday, 25th March, I baptized two adults, in Christ's 
Church, New Orleans, and one infant in the Parish of Annunciation* 

On Sunday, 29th, I assisted in the celebration of divine service in 
the Chui'ch of the Annunciation. 

Thursday, 2d April, 1 celebrated a marriage in Christ Church, 
New Orleans. 

On Good Friday, celebrated divine service in St John's Church, 
Thibodeaux. 

On Easter Day, celebrated the holy communion in St. John's Church, 
Thibodeaux. 

On. Sunday, 19th, I confirmed, in the morning, fourteen persons, in 
Christ Church, New Orleans, and ten in St. Paul's, in the morning ; 
and in the afternoon preached and confirmed twelve persons, in the 
Church of the Annunciation. 

These acts close my annual labors. 

I have during the year consecrated one church, attended one funeral, 
baptized twenty-three persons, nine children and fourteen adults ; held 
nineteen confirmations, at which I have confirmed one hundred and 
eighty-four persons. I have officiated also, more or less frequently, as 
occasion allowed and my health permitted, during all the Sundays of 
the year, either in preaching or the celebration of the holy communion, 
or in other offices of devotion, as also on very many occasions during 
the week. The candidates for holy orders admitted during the last 
year are three, viz : Mr. C. W. Whitehall, and Mr. Fked'k. Dean, 
making with Mr. W. C. Stout, our present number in all, three. 
Of these, Mr. Dean, has been received by transfer from the Bishop of 
Missouri, and is at present residing in Galveston, Texas. Mr. Stout 
is a member of the Theological Seminary of Virginia, and Mr. 
Whttbhall, who was late a minister of the Methodist communion, has 
been licensed as a lay reader, and is officiating for seamen and others, 
in the lower part of the city of New Orleans. 

I have received into this Diocese the Rev. Williak Steel, and 
Rev. Samuel G. Litton, on letters demissoiy from the Bishop of 
Tennessee. The former is laboring acceptably in the Parish of 
Caddoy as a missionaiy, serving two or three stations. The latter has 
been stationed at Franklin, on the Teche, where he has been success- 
ful in the organization of a congregation under very &vorab]e auspices, 
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and where he is now at work. The requisite amount of funds and 
materials for building a church has been obtained, and I am infimned 
it is the purpose of the congregation to proceed at once to its erectiim. 

The Rev. Dr. McLeod, of the Diocese of Ohio, is at present oocu- 
pying the Parish of St. Paul's, Shreveport, and the Rev. Mr. Fox, of 
the Diocese of Mississippi, is serving a congregation on the Missis- 
sippi River, between New Orleans and the Balize. 

The only change in the fields of labor of the clergy are those of the 
Rev. Mr. Burke, who has resigned the charge of Franklin College, 
Opelousas, and accepted the rectorship of St. James' Church, East 
Baton Rouge, and of the Rev. Mr. Fay, who has resigned BL Mary's, 
Bayou Goula, and become a missionary in New Orleans. 

In surveying the field of our operations during the year, we have 
reason, while wc take shame to ourselves that so many things have 
been left undone that ought to have been d6ne, nevertheless to thank 
God and take courage. While the interests of the Diocese generally 
have been steadily advancing, it gives us peculiar pleasure to note 
the increasing strength and vigor of our beloved Zion in the chief city 
of the Diocese. The developements of last year have been especially 
encouraging. Besides the consecration of the Church of the Annun- 
ciation, and the establishment of that congregation already noticed, a 
missionary society, composed of the members of the Church m the 
city, generally, has been formed, the object of which is to make special 
effort for the supply of the spiritual destitution immediately around 
them ; and which from the energy with which it has given itself to its 
work, bids fair to be eminently useful in the spread of the Grospel. 
Adequate funds having been raised fi)r the support of one mission 
exclusively, and to give liberal aid towards the support of another, 
appropriations were made to assist the Church of the Annunciation 
in obtaining a firm footing for its minister, while it was employed in 
the construction of a church edifice. This object having been accom- 
plished, there will, it is believed, be no farther necessi^ for appro- 
priation to that object afler the present year ; and the funds hitherto 
employed in aid of that church may be dedicated to the support d 
another missionary in a difiTerent part of the city. The society has, 
besides, taken on itself the entire support of another mission, at present 
under the charge of the Rev. Mr. Fat. A suitable building having 
been provided in an eligible situation, a congregation very respectable 
in its character and numbers, has been collected, and is now receiviiig 
his regular ministrations. It is believed that during the ensuing 
year a lot will be obtained and the funds secured for the com- 
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mencement of the building of a church for their accommodation. 
It gives me pleasure also to bring to the notice of the Convention 
an effort which is now making, under the direction of the city clergy, 
apd to be carried out by the young men of their congregations, to 
supply the means of spiritual edification for the seamen of the port of 
New Orleans. When it is understood that the seamen belonging to 
two-thirds of the whole of the commercial marine of the United States, 
find their way every year to New Orleans, it will be seen at once that 
the duty of attempting something on the part of the church to provide 
for their spiritual wants, is both obvious and pressing. 

To meet this duty an association of young men has been formed, 
who have fitted up very neatly a building arranged with the usual 
appurtenances for public worship, and have also provided a fund quite 
adequate for the support of a clergymen, to be employed for their ben- 
efit. To di6cha];ge the duties appertaining to this office, I have granted 
a license as lay-reader to Mr. 0. W. Whitehall, one of the candidates 
for orders, who will attend to such duties as will be authorized by his 
appointment, and be assisted in the discharge of those that are spe- 
cialJy clerical, by the pastors of the city churches. Mr. Whitehall 
has been very successfully engaged for several years in preaching to 
the seamen of the port of New Orleans, as a minister in the Methodist 
communion, and is believed to be well fitted for that service. It is 
designed at an early day to build a Bethel for their accommodation. 

Of the contemplated plan for extending the accommodations of 
the congregation of Christ Church, you will be informed, I presume, 
in the Parochial Report from that Parish. 

On the subject of Education, I beg leave to refer you to the Report 
firom the Committee specially charged with its interests ; from which 
you will perceive that although less has been done than we could have 
desired, still the interest in its behalf in the Diocese is sustained, and 
there is reasonable ground for believing we may accomplish ultimately 
the objects proposed in the resolutions of the last Convention* 

I desire to bring to the notice of the Convention the expediency of 
taldng some measiure for rendering our Diocesan Missionary Society 
more efficient. Every year is opening new fields of labor for the 
Chinch in the Diocese, and nothuig is wanting to enable us to occupy 
them with great advantage but the means of supporting our mission- 
aries. It is thus that at certain points hi the Diocese within the 
hst year or two, congregations have been organhsed and fimds 
snffieient to build churches and support their ministers have been 
Tused by the people themselves, without calling for any foreign aid. 
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This, however, maj not be generally expected, although it is belieyed 
there are many points still unoccupied, where, wiih the aid of a mis- 
sionary stipend for a year or two, congregations may be raised 
capable of taking care of themselves. To meet this class I would 
press it earnestly upon the church as a duty, to increase the amount of 
the fund for the support of Diocesan Missions. 

I commend you, in conclusion, to the &vor and blessing of Him 
who has loved us and given himself for us. 



Afler the reading of the Bishop's Charge, the Report of the Stand- 
ing Committees were handed in and read. 

Ist. The Report of the Committee on Education,., by Dr. Hawks, 
their Chairman, as follows : 

The Committee on Education, respectfully Report, that cir- 
cumstances have arisen to prevent them from procuring aU the infor- 
mation that is desirable upon the important interests confided to their 
care. They have nevertheless matters connected ynth the 8ttb|ect of 
education to bring to the notice of the Convention, and on which to 
evoke its action, should it be deemed expedient. 

That to carry out the principles and suggestions o^red by the 
Bishop in his last annual Address, the cordial co-operation of the clergy 
is indispensable^ is a point perfectly obvious to your Committee. Indeed 
they have no wish to see the education of the youth of our communion 
separated from the agency direct or indirect of the clergy. They 
believe that all past experience has shown that the best friends and 
most efficient laborers in the cause of education have been the clei^gy ; 
and they therefore utterly reject the modem opinion of some, that 
ministers of religion should be excluded from institutions of learning. 

With these views, the attention of your Committee has been prin- 
cipally directed to the inquiry, to what extent our own cleigy are at 
present engaged in furthering the work of training the young, and they 
ofifer the following as the result of that inquiry : 

At Jackson, an institution known as ^' The Southern Institation fiur 
Young Ladies," under the direct and exclusive control of the Rev. 
Dr. Lacey, has been in existence for nearly two years. The number 
of its pupils is thirty-seven, about twen^ of whom reside in tlie 
Rector's family ; and your Committee have no hesitation in aajring 
that they look upon this school with the deepest interest, and connder 
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its prosperity as of primary importance. The pupils are studying the 
English and French languages, Geography, Arithmetic, History, Phy- 
siology, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Rhetoric, Intellectual Philo- 
sophy, Logic, Algebra, Elocution, Instrumental and Vocal Music, 
Drawing and Painting. 

Diyine service is celebrated, and a sermon preached in the Institute 
every Sunday, when the Rector is at home. The Catechism and the 
outlines of Theology are taught in weekly lectures. Great pains are 
taken to imbue the minds of the pupils with principles of pure morality 
and scriptural Christianity. The school appears to be in a healthy and 
flourishing condition at present. More will be said of the institution 
in a future part of the Report. 

At East Baton Rouge, the Rev. Mr. Burke, the Rector of the 
Parish, has procured suitable accommodations and opened an insti- 
tution for boys. Provision is made in Mr. Burke's family for those 
sent from a distance. Of the qualifications of the principal and his 
assistant, it may truly be said, they are of a very high order. The 
institution has but recently been opened, and now numbers about thirty 
pupils. Your Committee is fully persuaded that it needs but hearty 
co-operation on the part of Episcopalians to make both -this and Dr. 
Lacey's institution, seminaries of great value to the Church. 

In New Orleans, the Rector of Christ's Church has fairly tried the 
experiment of what may be done in the work of female education. 
The result has been most satis&ctory and encouraging. The number 
of pupils that he was willing to receive (thirty-six) was speedily made 
np, and the applications for admissiouvbeyond that number, has shown 
that a very large and flourishing Episcopal seminary might be esta- 
blished there without doubt. The Rector pursued his plan upon con- 
sultation and advice with the Bishop, intending only that his eflbrt 
should form the nucleus of more extended operation by competent 
agents, under his general supervision and control. Of this the Bishop 
approves, and measures are in progress, which, it is hoped, will end in 
the permanent establishment of a Protestant Episcopal Female Seminary 
in New Orleans, quite equal to any similar institution in the country. 
At West Baton Rouge, the Rev. Mr. Lamon, the Rector, has a 
small school, consisting of about ten pupils. The population here is 
i too sparse too admit of a large number of pupils. It is the purpose of 
Mr. Lamon, however, in procuring the services of a young gentleman, 
aow of Trinity College, to enlarge the field of his exertions and 
increase the number of his pupils to fifteen or twenty. This is uot 
now strictly a parochial school, but will assume that character when 
Mr. LAMoif 's plans are completed. 

3 
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The Committee appointed in behalf of the Oonventioii, to apply to 
the Legislature of this State, for such acts of incorporation as may be 
necessary for the permanent and safe appropriation of funds, given for 
any Church object, beg leave to Report : 

That they had prepared an Act embracing provisions for raising 
funds for the support of a Bishop of this State ; to aid superannuated 
ministers, their widows and children ; to aid and assist missionaries 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in' this State ; and to establish and 
support schools and colleges in connexion with said Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, herewith submitted : 

^' An Act to authorise the Protestant Episcopal Church in this State 
to raise funds, for the support of a Bishop ; to aid superannuated min- 
isters, their widows and children ; to aid and assist missions of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of this State, and to establish and support 
parochial schools and colleges in connexion with said Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. 

Section 1, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the State of Louisiana in general assembly convened^ That 

be and they are hereby constituted a body corporate and politic by the 
name of " the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
Diocese of Louisiana," and by that name shall have perpetual succes- 
sion, and are hereby made able and capable in law to have, purchase, 
receive, take, hold, possess, enjoy, and to retain, to them and to their 
successors, lands, rents, tenements, hereditaments, stock, goods, 
chattels, and effects of whatever kind, nature, or quality soever, whether 
movable or immovable, or mixed, by gifl, grant, baigain and sale, devise, 
or any other mode of conveyance, or transfer whatever, and to have 
and hold the same, contract and be contracted with, and sue and be 
sued, as natural persons : Provided^ hoicever, that the property of said 
corporation, and the funds thereof shall never be applied to any other 
purpose than the support of a Bishop of said Church within said 
Diocese ; to aid superannuated ministers of the said Church, their 
widows and children ; to aid and assist the missions of said Church in 
this State ; and to establish and support parochial schools and colleges, 
in«connexion with said Church in this State. 

Sec. 2. That said trustees shall hold their office until the next 
annual Convention of the said Protestait Episcopal Church of the 
Diocese of Louisiana, and until their successors in office shall be ap- 
pointed and qualified ; at which time, and at every annual Convention 
thereafler, trustees shall be appointed for each of the irust funds herein 
provided for, pursuant to said rules, by-laws, or canons of^id Church, 
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as may be in force at the time of such appointment ; which, however, 
shall not be repugnant to the Constitution and laws of this State. 

Sec. 3. The property or funds of said corporation shall never be 
sold, alienated, or otherwise disposed o^ unless for the purpose of xe- 
investing the proceeds thereof, or appropriating the same as herein- 
befi>re provided, which the said annual Convention may authorize and 
require them the said trustees to do, under such rules, limitations and 
lestrictions as the said Convention may adopt : Provided^ that the 
revenues arising from the property held by said corporation shall never 
exceed in any year the sum of one hundred thousand dollars." 

That before presenting the same to be acted upon by the Legislature, 
they disco vered^that the 123d article of the new Constitution of this 
State, forbids future Legislatures from passing special laws in favor of 
corporations, except pob'tical or municipal ; but that the said Consti- 
tution orders the Legislature to provide by general laws for the organ- 
ization of all other corporations, except with banking or discounting 
privileges, which are prohibited. Your Committee find that the Le- 
gislature of- this State, now in session, are making general laws for 
the incorporation of colleges and schools, and have heard that a general 
law has lately been introduced for the incorporation of all churches, &;c.; 
but whether any of these general laws will be sufficiently compre- 
hensive to include the objects of the Bishop's fund ; to aid superannu- 
ated ministers, their widows and children ; or to aid and assist the 
missions of this Church, your Committee do not know. They would 
therefore suggest and recommeM to the Convention the appointment 
of a Committee to examine the aforesaid law now maturing and in 
progress before the Legislature ; and if the same should not be found 
sufficient and adequate to secure the aforesaid interests of this Church, 
that said Committee be requested to endeavor to get such amendment 
to such general laws, or a new general law passed by the Legislature, 
enabling this Convention to secure the permanent and safe investment 
of all fimds for either or all of said purposes. And that the said Com- 
mitter be flnrther requested to file the special acts under said general 
laws to secure and protect said church interests. 

1. Resolvedj That the Committee of Incorporation for church pur- 
poses be requested to get such amendments to the general laws now 
in progress before the Legislature, or a new general law enacted by 
the Legislature, enabling this Convention to secure the permanent and 
safe investment of all funds for the objects of this Church. 

2. Resolvedj That said Committee be fiirtter requested to prepare 
and file such special acts with the proper State authorities, as may be 
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found necessary to secure and protect all the interests which is con- 
templated under the several trusts for the benefit ^<^ the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of this State. THOMAS BUTLER. 

GEO. S. LACEY. 
JOHN L. LOBDELL. 

Ordered, that the Report and Resolutions from the Committee of 
Incorporation be laid on the table for the present. 

The lay delegates, Johk Nicholson, Richard E. Butlbr, Hirax 
J. Grovbr, and Dr. Timothy Fay appeared and took their seats in 
Convention. 

The Convention adjourned to half-past four o'dock, P. M. 



Half-tast Four o'clock, P. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to ai^oumment, when the Report and 
Resolutions of the Committee of Incorporation of Trust Funds was 
taken up and adopted. 

lU. The Report of the Standing Committee. 

The Standing Committee respectfully reports, that since the 
last Convention they have signed the testimonials of the Rev. Alonzo 
Potter, D. D., as Bishop elect of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, and 
have signed also the canonical testimonials recommending to the 
Bishop Messrs. William C. Stout and Charles W. Whitehall, 
as candidates for holy orders. 

FRANCIS L. HAWKS, Chaiiman. 

New Orleans, April 20, 1846. 

On motion, the following resolutions were adopted by the Con- 
vention, to- wit : 

1. Resolved^ That a special agent be appointed by the Standing 
Committee to visit the several Parishes and Churches of the Diocese, 
to solicit contributions to the formation of a permanent fund lor the 
support of the episcopate in Louisiana ; that such agent solicit such 
contributions to be payable in instalments to the Standing Committee 
of the Diocese ; that he pay over such monies as he may receive to 
the Standing Committee ; and that he be allowed for his services, in 
addition to his travelling expenses, such compensation as may be 
agreed on by him and the Standing Committee. 

2. B^olved^ That the thanks of this Convention be presented k> the 
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Rev. Drl Lacey, for the iSennon preached this mornings and that he 
be requested to furnish the Secretary with a copy thereof, to be pub<* 
lished with the Journal of the Convention. 

3. Resolvedj That the Committee on Education be instructed to 
carry into e^ct, as &r as they possibly can, during the ensuing year, 
the principles and wishes of the Convention in the establishment of 
parochial schools, and that they be particularly desired to commence 
(if in their view it be at all practicable) the laying the foundation of 
an education fund. 

4. Resolved^ That when the Convention adjourn, it adjourns to 
meet in the Parish of Grace Church, St. Francisville, on the second 
Wednesday afler Easter. 

A:^r which, the Treasurer's Report was received and adopted, 
as follows : 

tbeasueeh's report: 

The Convention of the Diocese of Louisiana in account with Charles Goodricb, 

Treasurer, 

1845. De. To balance due on account as by last Report, .... ^00 50 

May " cash paid for printing Journals of last Convention, . . 70 00 

** incidenial ei^penses, postage, &c 00 76 

'* balance on hand, paid over to new Treasurer, ... 8 75 

$80 00 

1845. 
April 25. Cs. By cash rec'd from St John's Church, West Baton Rouge, (5 00 

May. *« do. *« « Grace Church, St Francisville, 15 00 

u « do. " " Christ Bhurch, New Orleans, 60 00 

$80 00 

5. Resdvedj That the Treasurer pay to the Rev. C. Goodrich 
the sum of three dollars and seventy-five cents for conditional ex- 
penses to the general Convention of 1841. 

6. Resolved^ That the third Article of the Constitution be changed, 
so that in future, <me half of the Parishes in union with this Conven- 
tion, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, instead 
of two-thirds of the Parishes* 

Mr. George S. Lacey submitted a proposition for the alteration of 
the third Article of the Constitution, and that it be amended in the 
following manner* to-wit : on the eighth line, immediately after the 
words, " signed by the wardens," insert the words ** or either of them, 
or by the Secretary of the said Vestry, or the Rector of the Parish," 
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which proposition, according to the requirements of the Cfmstitiilion, 
lies over for the action of the next Convention. 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Smith, of Kentucky, by request, then ad- 
dressed the Convention on education ; after which, the Convention 
adjourned to meet at nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Friday MoRiraNO, April 24th, 1846. 

The Convention assembled at nine o'clock. 

The Rev. C. Goodrich was appointed Secretary pro tern., when 
the roll was called, and the Minutes of the former proceedings read 
and approved. On motion. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to make nomi- 
nations for suitable members of the various Committees of this 
Convention. 

The Chair appointed the following gentiemen said nominating 
Committee : 

Rev. Mr. Burke, Rev. Mr. Lamon, and Mr. Geo. S. Lacet. 

The nominating Committee reported the following as suitable mem- 
bers of the Committees of this Convention, which report was approved 
and unanimously adopted by the Convention, as follows, to- wit : 

Standing Committee : 
Rev. Dr. Hawks. Hon. Thomas Butler. 

" Dr. Lacey. L. C. Duncan, Esu. 

" Mr. Goodrich. John Nicholson. 

Diocesan Missionary Committee: 
Rev. Mr. Preston. Hon. Thomas Butlbh. 

" Mr. Goodrich. Mr. B. M. Norman. 

Education Committee: 
Rev. Dr. Hawks. John L. Lobdell. 

" Dr. Lacey. Hon. George S. Guion. 

" Mr. Lamon. Dr. Ira Smith. 

" Mr. Lewis. Thomas Sloo. 

Delegates to General Convention : 
Rev. Dr. Hawks. Hon. Thomas Butler* 

" Mr. Lewis. Lucius C. Duncan. 

" N. O. Preston. John L. Lobdell. 

" E. Guion. Dr. Ira Smith. 

On motion, it was 
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twice in Vennlllionville ; twice in St. Martinsville ; twice in Franklin ; 
twice in East Baton Rouge ; and every Sunday, and on the great 
festivals and fasts, when at home, in the Institute. I have celebrated 
one marriage, one baptism, and two funerals. Seven communicants 
are attached to the Institute ; and I expect five or six of its inmates to 
receive confirmation, the next time we are visited by the Bishop. 

W. B. LACEY, D. D., Rector. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, THIBODEAUX, PARISH LA FOURCHE 

INTERIOR. 

The Rector respectfully reports that during the past conventional 
year his services were so much interrupted by a necessary absence in 
the North, the protracted illness of his family, and the unusual incle- 
mency of the winter — ^frequently rendering the roads impassable — 
that much less has been accomplished than he had hoped otherwise to 
have been enabled to perform. In reviewing his work, however, 
during the past year, he is encouraged, and sees much for which he 
would be grateful to the great head of the Church. There has been 
an increasing interest manifested in spiritual and eternal things, and 
some have been added to our communion of such, we trust, as shall be 
saved ; and we humbly hope that there are others inquiring the way 
of salvation, who will soon choose that good part which shall never be 
taken from them. 

The Sabbath School is at present very promising — ^the scholars 
being both regular and attentive — ^numbering 41 — ^taught by the 
Rector, two male, and five female teachers. It is well fiimished with 
suitable books for instruction, and has a libraiy of three hundred and 
ninety-six volumes. Still, we have to regret that the want of teachers 
argue« an absence of the due appreciation of this direct and blessed means 
of increasing religious knowledge in the communKy, and of making 
known the rites and institutions of our branch of the apostolic Church. 

Commnnicants, last reported, 10 white, 14 colored, 24 

" added, white, 5 

Confirmed, .>.... 3 

Baptized, by the Rectoi^-infants, white 8 ; colored, 6=14 
" « . adults, . 2 ; " 15=17 

" by the Bishop — ^infant, white, .... t . 1 ... 32 
Marriages, by the Bishop— white, 1 } colored, 6 ; . . 7 

" by the Rector— " 1 ; " 1 ; . . 2 . . . 9 

Foneral, by the Rector— infant 1 ; aduHs 4 ; .... 5 

" by the Bishop— " 2; . ... 2 ... 7 

Total Commiinicants, 29 ; do. Confirmed, 3 ; do. Baptisms, 32 ; do. Marriages, 
9 ; do. Ftmtnds, 7. 
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During mj^leave of abfence, I preacliad seTOii tunes, and faapliiod 

throe white and thirteen colored children in the Diocese of Maryland ; 

on returning southward, I preached in St. Paul's Church, Louisvillev 

Bentuckj, and assisted in the administration of the holj communion^ 

Occasional senrices haye been performed on a plantation fiir the 

benefit of the colored people. 

DAVID KERB, Bsotok. 



ST. MARY'S CHURCH, BAYOU GOULA, PARISH OF IBERVILLE. 

My connexion with this Parish terminated on the 31st of December, 
1845. From the last Convention to that date, I report its condi- 
tion as follows : 

BapUsms, . . 5 children — 3 white, 3 colored. 

Marriages, . 3 — ^white, 1 colored, 2. 

Buriab, . . 1— colored. 

Confirmed^ . 6. 

CommimicaiitB, 4 addsd ; 1 remorsd ; total, 15—4 ctkmd, 11 wh&te. 

Associated with the Parish are twelve plantations and &milies. 
To these would be added several of other Protestant denominations in 
the neighborhood, in case a church edifice, or a suitable place of public 
worship, were erected. 

The ladies have purchased a silver service for the holj communion. 
In mj last report to the Convention, I stated that a lot of ground had 
been given and funds subscribed for the building of a church. Why 
nothing further has come to pass, I can only wonder at, but cannot 
explain* It is much to be lamentedy^that so considerable a Protestant 
community as that in the vicinity of Bayou Goula, and one so amply 
provided with wealth and worldly means, should be without a church, 
and we cannot but express the hope that this want will soon be supplied. 

CHARLES FAT« late Ramnu 



CITY AND PARISH OF NEW ORLEANS— CHRIST eHURCH, 

CANAL STREET. 

Baptisms— adults, 5; infants, 46— total, 51 

Confirmed, J|7 

Interments, 9 

Marriages, 15 

Communicants, 300 

Sunday Scholan, • . . • 183 

A contract has been made tofr building a new church edifice ; and 
the prospect before us, both in temporals and spiritualsi seems fiiTontfole. 

FRANCIS L HAWICS, RkcMii. 



/ 



Resolvedp That the motion to hold the next Conveation in Gmo« 
Church, St. FrancisviUe, be re-considered* 

Further action on this motion was postponed for the present 

The Secretary of the Convention appeared and resumed his dutftM 
in Conyention* 

The following resolutions were then adopted bj the Convention. 

Resolved^ That hereafter a sermon on missions shall be preached at 
the annual meetings of the Convention, with particular reference to 
the support of missions in the Diocese. The preacher to be appointed 
by the Bishop. 

Resolved^ That the Missionary Committee be instructed to address 
a letter to each clergyman in the Diocese, having charge of a Parish, 
reminding him of the necessity of making a collection on or near 
Epiphany, for the aid of the Diocesan Missions. 

Resolvedy That an assessment, amounting in the whole to the sum of 
three hundred dollars, be made on the several Parishes in union with 
the Conventiim, for the purpose of paying the travelling expenses of 
of the Bishop for the ensuing year. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. B^wks and the Hon. Judge Butlbr 
be the Committee to make the aforesaid assessments, who, after 
consultation, made the following assessments, to-wit : Christ Church, 
New Orleans, $100 ; St. Paul'B Church, New Orleans, $50 ; 
Church of the Annunciation, New Orleans, $25 ; Grace Church, St. 
Fnacigville, $50 ; St. James' Church, Baton Rouge, $15 ; St. John's 
Chuich, West Baton Rouge, $25 ; and St. John's Church, Thibo* 
deaux, $35. 

ReMcivedf That the clergy in the Parishes above named be requested 
to raise by contribution the sums respectively assessed, as soon as 
they conveniently can, and pay the same to the Treasurer of the Con- 
vention, subject to the order of the Bishop. 
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ST. JAMES' CHURCH, BATON ROUGE, PARISH E. BATON ROUGE. 

Hie long established and comparatively numerous congregations of 
various denominations of Christians in this town— -the recent con* 
Metion With it of the imdsirignad, and the wmal ofa miitabte pkee of 
woftUfi for the members and fri(inde of the Ckurdi, will, he trusts, 

4 
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tuffieiently account for the meagre character of this report. A cheer- 
ful and zealous co-operation with the undersigned, not only of hia 
vestry and flock, but of the advocates and supporters generally of 
education, good order and morality, will, he also trusts, enable him, 
through the divine blessing, to present at the next annual ConTentioii 
of thb Diocese, a much enlarged table of the usual statistics. 

Baptinns — adults, colored, 3 ; white, 1. Infant, 1, 6 

Cominanicaotfl — added, 1, . . . • 17 

Sunday Scholan, 33 

" Teachers, . . ; 7 

Burials, 

Marriagies, 1 

Contributions for benevolent purposes, « . |^26 

JOHN BURKE, Racroa. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, SMITHFIELD, PARISH W. BATON ROUGE. 
Since the last Convention the undersigned has 

Baptized 7 white children and 2 colored adult*— 4otal, 9 

Communicants — added 3 white ; 1 died ;— -present number, ... 17 
" added 6 colored ; 2 died ; 6 suspended ; present Bom- 

ber 40 — ^whole total, white and ocdared, • • . 57 
Marriages, 1 — Funerals, 3. 

Sunday School Teachers, 4 — Scholars, about 20, 24 

Contributed to Missionary, and other objects of benerolence, aboot, j|100 
Fifteen dollars of which are for the fund for superannuated Cleigymen, their 
widows and children. The general condition of the Church is encouraging. 

A. H. liAMON, boToa. 



GRACE CHURCH, ST. FRANCISVILLE, PARISH WEST FELICIANA. 

Baptisms — ^white, adults, 6 ; infants, 24=30 \ 

" Colored,adults, 7; infants, 56=63 J ^^ 

Confirmations, 17 

Marriages, 9 

Funerals, 15 

Communicants — added, 7 ; died, 5 ; removed, 2 ; 26 

Collections — ^for Diocesan Missions, ft 30 

Domestic Missions, 50 

Superannuated Clergymen, &c 64 

contributed to other objects, 130 

D. S. LEWIS, RiOTOX. 



SOUTHERN INSTITUTE FOR YOUNG LADIES, JACKSON, 

PARISH EAST FELICIANA. 

During the year now closing, I have officiated once in Shreyeport ; 
four times in Natchitoches ; once in Alexandria ; twice in Opelousas ; 
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Resolved, That Grace Church, St. FrancisviUe, be stricken out of 
the resolution heretofore passed, as the place where the Convention 
is to be adjourned to meet, on the second Wednesday after Easter 
next, and that the Church of the Annunciation, New Orleans, be, 
and is hereby substituted as the place of the meeting of the next 
Convention. 

The Convention then took a recess mitil after the services of the 
Church, which commenced at eleven o'clock, A. M ., the Rev. Dr. 
Lacey reading the service, and the Rev. Dr. Hawks gave a discourse 
on Education to a large congregation. A collection was -then taken 
up for the benefit of St. James' Church, Baton Rouge ; after which 
the right of confirmation was administered by the Bishop, and the 
congregation dismissed, when the Convention again came to order. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rev. Dr. Hawks for his sermon preached this morning on Elducation, 
and that he be requested to furnish the Secretary with a copy thereof, 
to be published and distributed with the Journal : 

When the Rev. Dr. Hawks respectfully declined the publication of 
the sermon by the Convention. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Convention be presented to the 
Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. James' Church, Baton Rouge, for 
the use of the Church for the purposes of the Convention, and td the 
inhabitants of the city of Baton Rouge, for their hospitality to the 
members of the Convention during their stay. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the Convention adjourn sine die, after the usual 
religious exercises. 

The minutes o£ Thursday and to-day were read, corrected and 
approved. 

The members of the Convention united in singing a hymn of the 
Selection, and the session was closed with prayers and the Benediction, 

by the Bishop. 

LEONIDAS POLK, 

President of the Convention and Bishop of the Diocese, 

•s 

1ATTS8T : 

JOHN L. LOBDELL, Secretary. 



APPENDIX- 



Conattttttton of tl)e |)rote0tant (Spt0topal €l)nrt^ of ConiBtona 



AKTICLB I. 

The Church in Louisiana herebj accedes to the Constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and 
acknowledges its authority. 

ARTICLE n* 
The Annual Convention of the Church in this State shall be held 
at such time and place as shall have been determined by the preceding 
Convention. The Bishop shall be, ex officio^ President of the Con- 
vention ; or, in case of his absence, or of a vacancy in the Episcopate, 
a President pro tempore shall be elected by ballot from among the 
clerical members present. A Secretary, who shall also' be ex <^io 
Treasurer of the Convention, shall be chosen at the opening of each 
Convention, and shall continue in office till the next annual Conven- 
tion. Special meetings of the Convention may be called by the Bishop, 
when, in his judgment, the good of the Church shall require it ; and 
when there is no Bishop, by the Standing Committee. 

ABTICLE m. 

The Convention shall be composed of both clergymen and laymen. 
All ministers of this Church, in regular standing, who shall have offi- 
ciated six months in some Parish in the State; Clerical Instnictors of 
youth, and Chaplains in the Army and Navy, who have been resident 
in the State six months, shall be members of the Conventioa. Each 
Parish in the State, in union with this Convention, shall be entitled to 
a representation by three lay delegates ; and if it consists of more than 
fifty fiimilies, by five, to be chosen by the Vestry ; a certificate of 
whose appointment, signed by the Wardens, shall, before they are 
admitted to a seat, be laid before the Convention. A representation, 
whether clerical or lay, from one*half of the Parishes in onion with 
this Convention, - shall constitute a quorum for the transactiim of 
business; but a smaller number may adjourn. 



PAKOCHJAL BEPORTS. 29 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH— CAMP STREET. 

Baptisms — adults, 2 white, 4 colored ; infants, 30 ; . . . . 36 

Marriages, , 11 

Confirmations, 20 

Commnnicants — added, 32; removed, 11 — ^total, .... 105 

IntArments, '. 27 

Sunday School— children, 225— teachers 25. 

The Rector is happj to saj, that a class for the instraction of colored 
children has been organized, and is in successful operation, under the 
care of faithful and judicious teachers. Number of pupUs, about 25. 



N 



Contributions for miorions and other benevolent objects, . . $420 

« parochial purposes, 250 

CHARLES GOODRICH, Rector. 



CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION— ANNUNCIATION SQUARE. 

Baptinns— adults, 8 ; infonts, 24 — all whites, 32 

Confinnations since last Convention, 19 

CoBununicants, (colored, none,) last year's report, .... 16 

" removed, 3 

" added during the year,^ 36 

" present number, ......... 49 

Marriages — (colored, 3, white, 4,) 7 

Fnnerus— (none parishioners,) 3 

Sunday School flourishing — ^Pupils about 100 

Collections — ^Liberal contributions have been made by the Parish 
for missiiMLSy both at home and abroad ; but its energies have been 
maiolj expended in the erection of a church edifice, i^hich, by the 
divine fitvor, has been completed, and on the fourth Sunday in Iicnt 
was consecrated to the service of Almighty God. 

We feel deeply indebted to numerous friends who have made liberal 
donations to this infant Parish, and embrace this opportunity to assure 
diem of our firm resolution to carry out this principle of our blessed 
master, "fireely ye have received, freely giro.** 

Present prospects, both temporal and spiritual — God's name be 

praised — are highly encouraging. 

N. O. PRESTON, Rectok. 



CITY MISSION, NEW ORLEANS— CARONDELET STREET. 

Public services were commenced at our appointed station on the 
•econd Smday after Epiphany, January 18, 1846. 

A very respectable and increasing congregation has been in regular 
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attendance up to the present time. Onr Sunday School is yet small, 
with a library of one hundred and twelve volumes. 

Measures are in progress towards securing a lot of ground ior the 
erection of a church. It is our intention to become organized as a 
Parish, so soon as the Legislature of the State shall pass the act 
necessary to our being recognized in a corporate capacity. We have 
every reason to be encouraged in the belief that whenever the church 
edifice shall be built, a large congregation will be ready to occupy it 

There are now connected with this missionary station eighteen 
families, and a considerable number of individuals who are either 
unmarried, or whose fiunilies are at present elsewhere. 

Burialsi 1 — a child. Commimicants, 524 — (1 died.) 

CHARLES FAY, Mmbionakt. 



TRINITY CHURCH, NATCHITOCHES, PARISH OF NATCHITOCHES, 
AND ST. JAMES* CHURCH, ALEXANDRIA, PARISH OF RAPIDES. 

Since the last Convention, the undersigned repoits the following : 

Baptisms— children 32 ; adults, 14— total, 46 

Confirmations, 13 

Communicants — at last report, . . 40 

'* added by removal, 4 

«* new, .... 14 58 

" lost by removal, . 9 

" " death, . . 2 

" " discipline, . 1 12 — preeeut number, 46 

Marriages, 5 

Burials, 15 

Sunday Scholar^, 20 — teachers, 3 

Contributions to Domestic Missions, ^1 

The Church at Alexandria being still without a settled minister, I 
continue my visits to that place, generally once in each month. Of 
the forty-six communicants reported above, twelve belong to Alex- 
andria. At botB places the progress of the Church has been greatly 
impeded by the decline of business and consequent removals* 

E. GUION, Jr., Rector of Trinity Church, Natchitoghbs. 



After the reading of the foregoing Parochial Reports, it was, on motion, 
Resolved^ That Lucius C. Duncan, Esq. be added to the Com- 
mittee for obtaining charters for Trust Funds. 

The resolution to reconsider the place of meeting of the next Con- 
vention was then called up, when it was 
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ARTICLE IV. 

The clergy and the laity shall deliberate in one body, in all cases 
not hereinafter provided for; and on every question* a n^joriQr ef 
Totes of those present shall decide, 'the Bishop or President being 
entitled to a casting vote. 

ARTICLE V. 

A Standing Committee, to consist of not more than three clergy- 
men and three laymen, shall be appointed at each annual meeting of 
the Convention ; any three of whom, always including one clerical 
member, shall be a quorum for the transaction of business ; except 
for such purposes as, by the Canon of the General Convention, shall 
require a larger number 

ARTICLE VI. 

Hie election of a Bishop shall be in the following maimev : aft 
least four weeks be&re the Convention to be held for the purpose of 
such election, the Standing Committee shall send a notice to the 
Wardens and Vestry of each Parish, specifying the business ^ be 
hiid before the Convention. In the election of a Bishop, the dargy 
and laity shall vote separately ; the clergy choosing by ballot some 
fit and qualified person for that ofiUce : Whereupon such choice 
shall be conmiunicated to the lay delegates ; and i^ on ballot, the 
person so chosen is approved by the lay order, he shall be declared 
to be duly elected. 

ARTICLE vn. 
Delegates to the General Convention shall be appoin^d, and sktll 
continue in office during the time that may intervene between the 
stated meetings of the General Convention ; but in case of yaeaiioy 
by death or resignation, a substitute or substitutes may be appointed 
by the Bishop ; or if there be no Bishop, by the President of the 
Standing Committee. 



ARTICLE Tin. 

This ConstitiUtbn shaU not be subject to alteratbn, except at the 
emiiiftl ii^eeting of the CoBventiod'; nor unless such alteration shall 
heTe been pioposed at a previous animal neoting. 
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CANON X 

OF THE 0S6ANIZATI0N OF NEW PASI8HSS. 

The mode of organizing a new Pbriflh shall be as fidlows : — The 
friends of the Church, being duly convened, shall choose two Wardens, 
and not less than five Vestrymen, and also a Parish Clerk. To entitle 
such new Parish to be admitted into union with this Convention, they 
shall pass a resolution declaring their adhesion to the Constitution and 
Canons of the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Cburch 
in the United States of America, and also of the Diocese of Louisiana ; 
a copy <^ which resolutions, with the proceedings of the meeting, 
certified by the Clerk, shall be laid before the Convention* 

CANON n: 

OF FAKISH MBBTINOS. 

The election of the Wardens, Vestrymen, and Parish Oeik, shall 
be made at the annual parish meeting, to be held on Easter Monday ; 
which ofiicers shall continue in office till the next annual meeting, or 
till a new election takes place* In case of mam'fest expediency, a 
special meeting may be held for that purpose. AU persons who own 
or hire a pew, or who contribute annually to the support ct the 
ministry, shall be entitled to vote. 

CANON IXL 

OF THB CONVENTION FUICD* 

It shall be the duty of every Parish to send annually to the Trea- 
surer of the Convention a sum equal to one per centum on the salary 
of its minister, at least ten dollars annually ; and the sum so raised 
shall be appropriated by the Standing Committee to pay for publishing 
the Journals, and other contingent expenses of the Convention* Each 
Parish shall be entitled to at least twen^ copies of the Journals. 
The Treasurer's annual report to the Convention shall contain a state- 
ment of the sums received, Uie Parishes from which they were received, 
and the purposes for which they were expended. 
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CANON IV. 

OF FA9ISH SEOI8TEB8 AND FABOCHIAL SEP0BT8. 

Every Minister shall keep a register of Baptisms, Confirmations, 
Communicants, Marriages and Funerals, within his cure, agreeably 
to the twenty-ninth Canon of the General Convention of 1682« The 
ReconTshall specify the name and time of birth of the child baptized, 
with the names of the parents and sponsors ; the name of the adult 
baptized; the names of the parties married, and of the persons buried; 
and also the time when each rite was performed. The register shall 
be kept by the minister, in a book belonging to the Vestry ; and in 
case of a vacancy by the senior Warden. It shall be the duty of the 
Minister to present to the annual Convention a statement of the number 
of Baptisms, Confirmations, Marriages, and Funerals within his cure ; 
together with the number of Communicants ; distinguishing the addi- 
tions, removals and deaths, since the last report. He may also in- 
clude in the statement any other matters tending to throw light on the 
condition of the Parish. 

CANON V. 

OF THB STANDING OOMHITTBB. 

The Standing Committee shall organize on the day of their election 
by choosing a President and Secretary ; the latter of whom shall keep 
a record of all its transactions, and present an abstract <^the same to 
each annual Convention. The meetings of the Standing Committee 
may be called at the discretion of the President ; and it shall be his 
duty to call a meeting when requested thereto by any two of its members. 

CANON VL 

OF THB CONVENTION. 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a sermon, and 
the adn^stration of the Lord's Supper : and the preacher shall be 
nominated by the Bishop, or in case of the vacancy in that office, by 
the Standing Committee. There shall also be prayers every moming 
daring the session of the Convention. 
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The Bishop of the Diocese is authorized to admit to Deacon's 
orders, under Canon VI. of the General Convention of 1844, such 
{>er8on8 as may apply for the same, and shall to his satisfiu^on, and 
to that of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, comply with the 
requirements of the said VI* Canon. 

There shall be a Board of Education of dte or more personal an- 
nually chosen by the Convention ; of which Board the Bishop of the 
Diocese shall always be ex qficio Chairman ; and to this Board shall 
be confided the supervision of the work of education in the Church. 

The Board shall meet at least once a year, at the time and place of 
holding the Convention, for the purpose of deliberating on the interests 
of education, and shall present to the Convention a rc^rt of the state 
of the schools connected with the Church in this Diocese. At every 
such annual meeting, the Board shall cause a ■ermon, or address to be 
delivered on the subject of education : the preacher or speaker having 
been q[>pointed at least three months previously. 

Any of the parochial Clergy may proceed to the fonnation of paro- 
chial or other schools, if they deem it expedient, reporting their pro- 
ceedings therem to the Board of Education, to be laid before the next 
Conventioni suliject to the contrOUing action of that body. 

Teachers to parochial schools shall be chosen by the Boaid of Ed- 
ucation, upon the nomination of the Bishop, and shall be removable by 
the Board, with the approbation c^the Bishop. In case of a vacancy 
in the Episcopate, the Board shall have power to act alone in ap- 
pointments and removals. 

The Bishop shall be ex officio visitor of all schools in the Diocese 
that are connected with the Church. He shall also prescribe the 
religious services to be used in said schools, and, together with the 
Board, designate the books to be studied on all matters appertaining 
to the doctrine, ritual, and government of the Church. 
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Whenever an individual is desirous of establishing a private literary 
institution in this Diocese, under the direction of the Church, he shidl 
make his desire known to the Bishop, who, on being satisfied with his 
or her qualifications, and with the locality of the proposed school, shall 
licence him or her, and shall appoint three discreet Episcopalians as 
"visitors of the establishment. It shall be the du^ of such visitors to 
"Visit the school at least once a quarter, and examine the pupils and 
^vemment thereof. They shaU report to the Board of Education at 
each annual Convention, and to the Bishop oflener, if necessary, the 
true condition of the school, and endeavor generally to promote its 
trae interests and efficiency. 

The Rectors of the several Parishes in this Diocese are to take up 
collections in their several churches on Christmas day of each year, 
and report the annual amount of the same to each annual Conventi<»i 
thereafter. 

Each Minister in this Diocese, having a Church in charge, is to 
procure annual contributions to the Episcopal Fund, eidier by making 
a collection, or otherwise, as he may deem best. The Wardens 
in each Parish are to open a book for the subscription of money in 
hand, or in annual instalments, at the ajpiian of the subscribers; and 
also for obtaining donations in land, or any other species of proper^ ; 
and such books, together with a report of any other collections fir 
said fimd, shall be laid before the Convention at their annual meetings 
by fhe respective clergymen of each Parish. 

Every Clergyman in charge of a Parish in the Diocese shall here- 
after fhnish at each annual Convention, to the Educatfon Committee, 
a statement in writing of what is being done in his Parish in Uie 
work of education, under the audioes of the Church. 

A sermon on missions shall be preached at the annual meetings of 
Ae Convention, with particular reference to the support of missions 
in the Diocese. The preacher to be appointed by the Bishop. 

Every Clergyman in charge of a Parish in this Diocese shall here- 
after take up a collection in his Church annually, on or near Epiphany, 
fixr tho aid of Diocesan Missions, and report the same to the next 
Convention thereafter. 
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L At the caning of any session of the Conyention, the Presideirt 
shall take the Chair, and shall continue to preside daring the sitting. 
He shall possess the usual powers of presiding oflicers in deHberaliVe 
assemblies, to preserve order and decoram, and shall decide all ques- 
tions Gf Older, subject to an appeal to the House. He shall have the 
right to name anj clerical member to perform the duties of the Chair; 
but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment, unless 
directed by the House. The person so named shall possess all the 
powers of the President, but shall not lose the right of voting while 
so presiding. 

n. If the Secretary of the preceding Convention be in atten- 
dance, he shall officiate as such until another be chosen. If he be 
not present, a temporary Secretary may be appointed, on motion, by 
a viva voce vote. 

HL After the Chair being taken by the President, the Secretary 
shall call over the names of the Cleigy entitled to seats in tiie Cmi- 
vention, and shall enter in the journals those who are present. 
Notice shall then be given to the lay deputies to place tiieir certi- 
ficates on the table. They shall be examined by the Secretary, and 
a committee of two members, to be appointed by the President. 
Any irregular or defective certificate shall be suiq>ended until a 
quorum shall have appeared. The names of the lay deputies, duly 
appointed shall then be called, and those who are present shall be 
entered on the journal. The irregular and defective certificates shall 
then be reported to the Convention, who shall decide on the admis- 
sion of the deputies named in them. 

IV.' A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the President 
shall declare the Convention duly organized. 

V. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention. He may 
appoint an assistant, who shall perform all the duties <^ thb office in 
the absence of the Secretary. 

VI. Afler the daily morning prayer, the order of business shall be 
as follows : 

1. The reading, correcting, and approving of the Minutes of the preceding day 

2. Calling the names of absent members, and entering on the journal those 

who appear. 

3. Reports fh>m the various Committees. 

4. Motions, Resolutions and Miscellaneous Business 



APFENDDC. 39 

VII. The Bishop's address shall be in order at any time. 
Yni. Every member who shall be present when a question is stated 
firom the Chair, shall vote thereon, miless excused by the House. 

IX. No motion shall be put or debated, unless it is seconded ; and 
wben seconded, it shall be stated by the President before debate ; and 
every motion shall be reduced to writing, when required by the Pre- 
sident, or any member. 

X. If the question in debate contain several distinct propositions, 
any member may have the same divided. 

XL When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received, 
unless lo postpone it indefinitely ; to postpone it to a certain time ; to 
lay it on the table ; to commit it, or amend it ; and motions for either 
of these purposes shall have precedence in the order herein named. 
But a motion to adjourn shall always be in order, when no member is 
speaking, and shall be decided without debate ; and if it be negatived, 
it shall not be renewed until some new business has intervened. 

XII. A motion to lay on the table shall be decided without debate. 

Xni. On a question being put by the President, it shall be determined 
by the sound of the voices, for or against it ; but any member may 
require a count of the votes, and tellers for that purpose shall be ap- 
pointed by the Chair ; or any three votes may, previous to a decision 
by counts, require the ayes and noes to be taken, which shall be done 
by calling the clerical members and the churches represented, and 
the vote shall be entered on the journal. 

XIV. Any five votes may require the ayes and noes, to be taken 
by orders, and when so taken they shall be entered on the minutes. 

XV. No member may speak more than twice on the same question, 
without leave of the House. 

XVL A question being decided, shall not be reconsidered during 
the same session, without the consent of two-thirds of the votes of the 
Convention, nor without the motion for that purpose being made by 
one of the majority on a prior decision : nor shall any question be 
reconsidered more than once. 

XVIL All special committees shall be appointed by the Chair, 
unless otherwise specially directed by the House, in which case they 
shall be appointed by ballot. 

XVIII. No standing rule or order shall be suspended, changed, or 
rescinded, without one day's previous notice of a motion to that effect, 
unless by the votes of two-thirds of the persons present entitled to vote. 

XIX. Before the final adjournment of any session of the Convention, the 
minutes ofthe last day's proceedings shall be read, corrected and approved; 
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1846. In the hands of the Committee, as per Report, 3d April, 1845, $161 75 
April 23. Amount collected by Grace Church, St FrancisviUe, 30 00- 

$191 75 

THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES HAVE NOT TAKEN UP CONTRIBU- 
TIONS FOR THIS FUND, IN CONFORMITY WITH THE CANON. 



Ascension < 
St. James* 
St. John's 


Ohurch, . . . 
it 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

« 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

it 

• • • 

« 

• • • 

• • • 

he Annunciation 
irch, ... * 
Church, . . 


Donaldson, 

Baton Rouge, 

SmUhville, 

Shreveport, 

Tbibodeaux, 

Bayou Goula, 

Vermillionville, 

St. Martinsville, 

Franklin, 

New Orleans, 
(t 

(( 

Natchitoches, 
■ Alexandria, 


Parish of Ascension, . 1844. 

" E. Baton Rouge, " 

" W. Baton Rouge, " 

" Caddo, ..." 

" Lafourche Inter. " 

" Iberville,. . . " 

" Lafayette, . . <* 

" St Martin, . . " 

" St Mary, . . " 

" New Orleans, . " 
(( (( , « 

(( « ^ (( 

" Natchitoches, . " 
" Rapides, ..." 


1845 
« 


St. John's 
St Mary's 
8t. Luke's 
Zion 




Christ 
St Paul's 
Church of i 
Trinity Chi 
St James' 


(( 
(( 

(( 

if 



AMOUNT OF FUND TO AID SUPERANNUATED MINISTERS, 

THEIR WIDOWS AND CHILDREN. 

1846. Amount collected at St John's Church, West Baton Rouge, $15 00 
April Sa « " Grace Church, St. FrancisvUle, 64 00 

$79 00 

THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES HAVE NOT TAKEN UP CONRI- 

BUTIONS FOR THIS FUND, viz ; 



Ascenaion Chnrch, 



St. James' 




St John's 




St Mary's 


t( 


St Luke's 


tt 


Zion 


tt 




tt 



Church of the Annunciation, 
Christ Church, .... 
St Paul's Church, . . 
Trinity Church, . . . 
St^JameB* Church, . . 



Donaldson, 


Parish of Ascension. 


Baton Rouge, 


tt 


East Baton Rouge. 


Shrevesport, 


tt 


Caddo. 


Thibodeaux, 


tt 


Lafourche Interior. 


Bayou Goula, 


tt 


Iberville. 


Vermillionville, 


tt 


La Fayette. 


St Martmsville, 


<t 


St Martin. 


iPranklin, 


tt 


St Mary, 


New Orleans, 
tt 


tt 
tt 


New Orleans. 


tt 
Natchitoches, 


tt 
tt 


Natchitoches. 


Alexandria, 


tt 


Rapides. 



I 



(Officers of tl)c Conoeution. 



Rt. Kev. Leo.n'idas Poi.k. O. D., President , ex officio, near Thibodeaux. 
John L. Loiinri.i., Sirnt.iri/ end Treasurer, Purbh West Baton Rouge, 
Tost Ollice, Lobdcll's Store. 



.STANDING COMMITTEE. 



Ui'v. Dr. Hawks. 
•• Mr. (ioudricli. 



Hon. Thomas But/er. 
]j. C. Duncan, Em^. 
Mr. John Nicholson. 



DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL CONVENTION. 



Rev. Dr. Hawks. 
" Mr. I it- wis. 
•* 31 r. TrfMon. 
••' Mr. Guioii. 



Hon. Thomas Butler. 
Lucius C. Duncan, Esq. 
John L. Lobdell, Esq. 
Dr. Ira Smitli. 



DIOCESAN MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 



llt'v. ]Mr. rrcstoii. 
•* Mr. Goodrich. 



lion. Thomas Butler. 
Mr. B. M. Norman. 



COM^HTTEE ON EDUCATION. 



Uev. Dr. Hawks. 

" Dr. Lacev. 

'< Mr. Laniuii. 

•* Mr. Lewis. 



Hon. Cicorcre S. Guion. 
Jolm Ij. liobdcll, Esq. 
Dr. Ira Smith: 
Mr. Thomas Sloo. 



COMMITTi:E TO OBTAIN INCORPORATIONS FOR TRUST FUNDS. 



Hon. Thomas Butler. 
John li. Lobdell, Esq. 



(icor^c S. Laccy, Esq. 
Lucius C. Duncan, Esq. 
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LIST OF THE CLERGY OF THE DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA, 

14th April, 1847. 



Right Rev. LEONIDAS POLK, 
Biihop of the Biocese, residingr near Thibodeauz, Pariah of Lafourche Interior. 

Rev. JOHN BURKE, 
Rector of St James' Church, Baton Ronge, Parish East Baton Rouge. 

Rev. CHARLES FAY, 

Missionary in New Orleans. 

Rev. CHARLES GOODRICH, 
Rector of St Panl's Church, New Orleans. 

Rev. E. GUION, 
Rector of Trinity Church, Natchitoches. 

Rev. F. L HAWKS, D. D. 

Rector of Christ Church, New Orleans. 

Rev. WILLIAM B. LACY, D. D. 
Rector of Soothem Institntita for Young Ladies, Jacksou, East Feliciana. 

Rev. A. H. LAMON, 
Rector of St John's Church, Smithviile, Parish West Baton Rouge. 

Rev. D. S. LEWIS, 
Rector of Grace Church, St. Francisville, Parish West Feliciana. 

Rev. SAMUEL G. LITTON, 
Rector of St. Mary's Church, Franklin, Parish St Mary's. 

Rev. WILLIAM R. NICHOLSON, 

Missionary, Carondelet street. New Orleans. 

Rev. WILEY PECK, 
Rector of Christ Church, Covington, Parish St Tammany. 

Rev. N. O. PRESTON, 
Rector of the Church of Annunciation, New Orleans. 

Rev. RODERICK RANNEY, 
Missionary in the city of Lafayette, 

Rev. JOHN SANDELS, 
Rector of St. John's Church, Thibodeaux. 

Rev. WILLIAM STEELE, 
Missionary in the Parish of Caiddo. 

Rev. SPENCER WALL, 
Mifliionaiyy and officiating to a colored congregation of slaves in Thibodeauz, 

Parish Lafourche Interior. 

Rev. N. S. WHEATON, D. D. 
Late residing in New Orleans, now traveling in Europe. 

Rev. CHARLES W. WHIT ALL, 

Missionary, Bethel Church, New Orleans. 

Rey. ALEXANDER McLEOD, 
Minister and Missionary, stationed at Lake Providence.' 



UST OF PARISHES AND CONGREGATIONS IN THE DIOCESE 

OF LOUISIANA, 

In union with the Protestant Episcopal Church. 



to^«^«^^ .^^^fc-^^^i 



BATON ROUGE, EAST, PARISH : 
tit. Jamcii* Church, Baton Rouge. 

BATON ROUGE. WEST, PARISU : 

St. John's Church, Smithville. 

FELICIANA, WEST, PARISH : 

Grace Church, St. FrancisviUe. 

LAFOURCHE INTERIOR, PARISH: 
St. John*a Church, Thibodcaox. 

IBERVILLE, PARISH : 

St. Mary's Church, Bayou Goula. 

LAFAYETTE, PARISH: 

St. Luke's Parish, Vemiilliouville. 



NATCHITOCHES. PARISH: 

Trinity Chardi, Natchitoches. 

NEW ORLEANS CITY AND PARISH : 
Church of the Annunciation, Annunci- 
ation Sooare ; Christ Church, Canal st. ; 
St. Paulas Chnrch, Camp street. 

RAPIDES, PARISH; 

St. James* Choich, Atexandria. 

ST. MARY'S PARISH ; 

St. Mary*8 Church, Franklin. 

ST. MARTIN'S PARISH ; 

Zion Church, St. Martinsrille. 

ST. TAMMANY PARISH ; 
I Christ Church, CoTingtoo. 



MISSIONARY STATIONS IN THE DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA, 

Not incorporated, and in union with the Protestant Episcopal Church. 



ASCENSION PARISH ; 

Donaldson, Ascension Church. 

CADDO PARISH ; 

Rev. William Steele, Shreveport, &c. 
St. Peter's Church. 

FELICIANA EAST, PARISH ; 
Rev. Dr. Lacy, Jackson, &c. 

NEW ORLEANS, CITY AND PARISH ; 

Rev. William R. Nicholson, Carondelet 
street ; Rev. Charles A. Whitall, Bethel 
Chnrch, Old Levee street ; Rev. Charles 
Fay, upper part of the City. 

LAFAYETTE CITY ; 

Rev. Roderick Ranney. 



LAFOURCHE INTERIOR, PARISH ; 

Rev. Spencer Wall, Colored Ocmgrqgar 
tion, near Thibodeux. 

ST. LANDRY ; 

, Opelonsas. 

OUACHITA PARISH; 
, Monroe. 

PARISH ST. MARTINS ; 
, New Iberia. 

PARISH OF CARROLL ; 

Rev. AUezander McLeod, Lake Plori- 
dence. 

PARISH WEST FELICIANA ; 
' , Little Bayon Sara. 
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OF THE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION. 



•Stale of Louisiana^ City and Parish of New Orleans : 

Chttbch op the Annunciation, ) 
Wednesday Morning, 14th April, 1847. \ 

This being the day, and place, appointed for the meeting of the 

.ALiinual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of the 

State of Louisiana, the services of the Church were first solemnly 

observed ; the Rev, D. S. Lewis, Rector of Grace Church, St* 

X<*rancisville, said the morning services, and Rev. A. H. Lamon, 

Xtector of St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge, read the Lessons, 

^.nd the Rev. Samuel G. Litton, Rector of St. Mary's Church, 

I*ranklin, preached the Convention Sermon, to a large and attentive 

^z^ongregation, afler which the rite of Confirmation was conferred 

^:>n several persons by the Bishop, and the Holy Eucharist was 

^administered to the clergy and many of the laity and congregation. 

.^t two o'clock in the afternoon, the Convention came to order, when 

'^he Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk, D. D., Bishop of the Diocese, took the 

^^hair as President, and John L. Lobdell, the Secretary of the Con« 

^vention of last year, called over the list of clergy residing in the 

State, and who were entitled to seats, when it appeared that the 

Allowing were present, who answered to their names, and took 

"Eheir seats in the Convention, to wit : 

Rt. Rev. LEONroAS POLK, D. D. 

Bishop of the Diocese and President of the Convention. 
Rev. Cha8. Goodbich, Rector of St. Paul's Church, New Orleans. 
« B. GuioN, " " Trinity Church, Natchitoches. 

" F. L. Hawks, D. D. " " Christ Church, New Orleans. 
** A. H. Lahon, Rector of St. John's Church, W. Baton Rouge. 
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Rev. D. S. Lewis, Rector of Grace Church, Sl FrancisviUe. 

'* Samuel G. Litton, officiating at Franklin, St. Mary. 

" Wiley Peck, " " Covington, St Tammany. 

'* N. O. Preston, Rector of the Church of Annunciation, N. O. 

*' Roderick Ranney, officiating at the city of La&yette. 

^ Charles W. Whitall, Missionary in Bethel Church, N. O. 

*' Wm. R. Nicholson, Missionary, Carondelet-st, N. Orleaiu. 

The President then appointed the Rev. Dr. Hawks and Rev. Mr. 
Preston a Committee to assist the Secretary, in examining the certifi- 
cates of the Lay Delegates. The Lay Delegates placed their certifi- 
cates on the Secretary's table oiler due notice, when said Committee 
reported, that aflcr duo examination, it was found that the certifi- 
cates from the parishes of St. James, Baton Rouge ; St John's, 
Smithville, parish of West Baton Rouge ; St. Paul's, New Orleans ; 
Grace, St. Francisville, and Annunciation, New Orleans, were in 
due form ; and that Dr. F. M. Hereford, Alfred Gates, and George 
S. Lacey, for the parish of St. James, Baton Rouge ; William Jones 
Lyle, William Markham, and John L. Lobdell, for the parish of 
St. John's, Smithville parish, West Baton Rouge ; Hon. Chas. Watts, 
Greenbury Dorsey, Frederick R. Southmayd, and Thomas Sloe, 
for the parish of St. Paul's, New Orleans ; Hon. Thomas Butler, 
Doctor Ira Smith, J. Dale Powel, and P. Beekman McKelvey, 
for the parish of Grace Church, St. Francisville ; and Dr. Yeizer, 
J. P. McMlllen, His Excellency Isaac Johnson, and R M. Ozanne, 
for the parish of the Church of the Anunciation, New Orleans, 
were entitled to their scats as Lay Delegates to the Convention. — 
The Committee further reported that the certificate from the parish 
of Christ Church, New Orleans, w^as not in due form, fi)r the want 
of the signatures of the Wardens instead of the Secretary. When 
on motion it was resolved by the Convention, that the Lay Delegates, 
William Newton fiercer, Ambrose Lanfier, John Nicholson, and 
G. C. Duncan, from Christ Church, bo received as members of the 
Convention, the formality to be supplied afterward. 

The names of the Lay Delegates having been called, the follow- 
ing answered to their names and took their seats in Conven- 
tion, viz : Willian Markham, John L. Lobdell, Hon. Charles Watts, 
Greenbury Dorsey, Thomas Sloo, I'homas Butler, Ira Smith, J. 
Dale Powel, P. Beekman McKelvey, Doctor Yeizer, J. P. Mc 
Millen, Isaac Johnson, P. M. Ozanne, William Newton Aercer, 
Ambrose Lanfier, and John Nicholson. A constitutional quorum 
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being present, the President declared the Convention duly or- 
ganized. 

The Rt. Rev. James Harvey Otey, D. D., Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the State of Tennessee ; and the Rt. Rev. Geo. 
W. Freeman, D. D. Missionary Bishop of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, for the ^tes of Arkansas and Texas and the Indian 
Territory, South of 36^ degrees of latitude, being present; on 
motion, it was 

Resolved^ that the Rt. Rev. Bishop Otey, and Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Freeman, be requested to take seats in Convention at the right 
and left of the President, v^hen on motion it was further 

Resolvedj that the Rev. S. Craik, of the diocese of Kentucky ; 
Rev, Mr. Sandels, late of the diocese of Ohio, now Rector of St. 
John's Church, Thibodeaux ; Rev. Mr. Green, of the diocese of 
Mississippi, Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church, now 
here present, not having canonical residences in this State, be ad- 
mitted as honorary members of this Convention. 

There was then laid before the Convention several applications 
of new churches for admission into union with the Convention^ 
when the Rev. Dr. Hawks, and the Hon. Judge Butler, were ap- 
pointed a Committee to examine the documents and report thereon 
to the Convention. The Committee after due examination, report 
in fiivour of the admission of the following Churches, to wit : 

1st, St. Luke's Church, Vermillionville, Parish of Lafayette. 

2nd, Zion Church, St. Martinsville, Parish of St. Martins. 

8d* Christ Church, Covington, Parish of St. Tammany. 

4t]i, St, Martin's Church, Franklin, Parish St. Mary. 

Whereupon it was 

Resdlvedj that St. Luke's Church, Vermillionville, Parish of La- 
&jette ; Zion Church St. Martinsville, Parish of St. Martins ; 
Christ Church, Covington, Parish of St. Tammany ; and St. Mary's 
Church, Franklin, Parish of St. Mary, be admitted into union 
^th the Convention. 

The Convention then, in conformity with the fifth rule of order, 
proceeded to choose a Secretary for the Convention, when John L. 
Ijobdell, one of the Lay Delegates, from St. John's Church, West 
Baton Rouge, was duly chosen. 

On motion and after agreement it was 

Resolved^ that the Convention be adjourned, to meet at Christ 
Church, Canal street, at nine o'clock, A. M. 
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Christ Church, New Orleans, Thursday momingy > 
Nine o'clock, 15th April, 1847. \ 

The Convention met according to adjournment, the roll was called, 
and the minutes of the former proceedings read, corrected and I4>- 
proved. 

The following additional members appealkd, a^d answered to 
their names, and took their seats in Convention, to wit : 

Rev. Spencer Wall, Missionary in the Parish of West Feliciana. 

Rev. Charles Fay, Missionary in New Orleans. 

Dr. T. M. Hereford, Lay Delegate for St* James' Church, 
Baton Rouge. 

Mr. Frederick R. Southmayd, Lay Delegate for St Paul's Church, 
New Orleans. 

Certificates of Lay Delegates from Christ Church, Covington ; 
St Mary's Church, Franklin ; St John's Church, Thibodeaux ; 
and Trinity Church, Natchitoches, were l^anded in, and examined 
by the same Committee, who reported that all the certificates were 
in due form, and that the following Lay Delegates were entitled to 
their seats in Convention from said Churches or Parishes, viz : 

From Trinity Church, Natchitoches — Ambrose Southmayd, sen'r, 
Thomas J. Stimpson, and Thomas J. Planner, M. D. 

From St. John's Church, Thibodeaux — ^Andrew Collins, Richard 
E. Butler, and Hon. George S. Guion. 

From St. Mary's Church, Franklin — Stephen Duncan, Isaac 
Trowbridge, Willliam C. Dwight. 

From Christ Church, Covington — ^William lUingender, Hoh. Geo. 
Strawbridge, and Hon. Jesse R. Jones. 

The Secretary then called the names of said Lay Delegates, and 
the following answered and took their seats in Convention, viz. Thos. 
J. Planner, M. D., Andrew Collins, Richard E. Butler, Hon. Geo. 
S. Guion, Stephen Duncan, Isaac Trowbridge* 

On motion, it was then 

Resolved, that the Rev. N. O. Preston, be and he is hereby ap- 
pointed assistant Secretary. 

The Convention then, about 11 o'clock, A. M., took a recess for 
the purpse of joining in the religious exercises of the day, when 
the service was said by the Rev. Mr. Peck, and the Lessons r^ad by 
the Rev. Mr. Whitall, after which a sermon on education was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Fay, to an attentive Congregation* 
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The Convention again came to order at half past one o'clock, P. M. 
It was then moved that Mr. Thomas Sloo, and Doctor Ira Smith be a 
Committee to examine the Treasurer's accounts and vouchers. The 
Committee reported that they had found the account and vouchers 
correct, and that there appeared to be a balance due the Treasurer, 
of ninety three dollars, and twenty five cents. The Convention then, 
on motion, accepted the report, and received and adopted the account 
as follows : 

The ConTention of the Protestant Eiscopal Church, of the Diocese of the 

State of Louisiana, 

To John L. Lobdell, Treasurer , Dr. 

1846. April 23. To amount paid Rev. Ghas. Goodrich, for contingent 

expenses to General Convention, Philadelphia, $3 75 
August 39. " Am't paid B. M. Norman, on account of puhlish- 

ing Journals, 105 00 

" Am't paid Rt. Rev. Leonids Polk, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Louisiana, on account of traveling 
expenses, collections from the following churches, 
viz, St Paul's, New Orleans, $50 ; St. John's, 
Thibodeaux, $35 ; Christ, New Orleans, $100, 
and Annunciation New Orleans, $25, . 210 00 
1847. March 9. " Am't paid B. M. Norman, balance due on the 

publication of Journals, .... 66 25 

" Am't paid Bishop Polk, balance of traveling expen- 
ses, for the year 1846, . . . . 90 00 

" Am't paid for sundry postages of Foreign Journals, 

freight on Journals from New Orleans, &c. . 2 00 

$477 50 



1846. April 20. Cr. by cash rec'd from Rev. C. Gooodrich, late 

Treasurer, $8 75 

" from St. Paul's Chuch, New Orleans, their 

assessment of publication fund . . 15 00 
" from Church of the Anunciation, for do. 10 00 

July. " from St. James' Church, Baton Rouge, for do. 10 00 

'< Draft on Christ Church, New Orleans, for do. 60 00 
Cash rec'd from Trinity Church, Natchitoches do. 10 00 
Do. paid by the following Churches, to Bishop 
Folk, on account of his traveling expenses in 
1836, viz. St. Paul's, N Orleans, $50 ; Christ, 
New Orleans, $100; Anunciation, New Orleans, 
$25 ; St. John's, Thibodeaux, $35 . . 210 00 

Angost, " Draft received from Grace Church, St Francisville, 

their quota of traveling expenses of Bishop, 50 00 

1847. April 14. ** their quota of publication, . . . 10 00 

" ** Balance due Treasurer, . . . . 93 75 






$477 50 

" '* ** To amount balance due Treasurer, . . $93 75 

JOHN L. LOBELL, Secretary and Treasurer of Convention, 

2 



10 JOURNAL OF THE PKOCBBDIIYOS 

AMOUNT DUE ON PUBLICATION FUND, BY THE FOLLOWING 

CHURCHES. 

Ascensiou, Donaldson, 10 00 

St. John's, West Baton Rouge, . . . 10 00 

St John's, Thibodeaux, 10 00 

St. Mary's, Bayou Goula 10 00 

St. James', Alexandria, 10 00 

950 00 

AMOUNT DUE ON TRAVELLING FUND OF THE BISHOP, FOR 

THE YEAR 1836, viz : 

By St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge, . $25 00 
St. James' Church, Baton Rouge, • . 15 00 

f 40 00 

The funds for Diocesan Missions, and Superannuated Ministen, their widows 
and children, \ remain in the same hands as per last year. 

JOHN L. LOBDELL, Secretary and Treamrer, 



|)arocl)tal Heports. 

The Parochial Reports were then read and handed into the Sec- 
retary, as follows : 

ST. JAMES' CHURCH, PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE. 

Baptims — Adults 2, Children 9, (all white,) . . . .11 

Marriages, • . 3 

Confirmations, 7 

Burials, 2 

Communicants — Reported at last Convention 17 — ^present number, 23 

Sunday Scholars about 50 

Teachers of Sunday Schools, 7 

Collected by the undersigned for com|^etion of Church edifice, |^809 25 
Sunday School Libarary collections, . . . . 160 00 

" Convention fund, 10 00 

Assessment for the traveling expenses of the Bishop, . . 15 00 ' 

In compliance with the 4th Resolution, passed at the Convention 
of this Diocese, by the Committee on Education, the undersigned 
has much pleasure in reporting the present condition and prospects 
of his school. 



OF THE CONVENTION. 11 

The cordial cooperation of the clergy as indispensable to the suc- 
cess of a diocesan institution, can (he thinks, with the committee,) 
admit of no question; how far he may himself be indebted to their 
influence, in his hitherto partially successful experiment, he cannot 
at this time presume to determine. He doubts not, however, that 
the Bishop, the Clergy, and the Lay Delegates, his friends, have 
exerted themselves and will continue to exert themselves individu- 
ally in a course which collectively they strongly recommend. 

The significant declaration of the committee that the clergy have 
been ever the most efficient laborers in the cause of education, 
might receive firesh confirmation (if, of a truth so long established, 
Aich confirmation were necessary,) in the wonderfully improved con- 
dition, both in a moral and intellectual point of view, of the pupils of 
this institution, since they first embraced a discipline connected with 
the church. To this the young gentlemen are themselves willing 
and happy to bear honorable testimony. 

The great objects of the institution, as stated in the prospectus, are 
moral culture, based on pure christian principles, sound scholarship, 
^ood manners, order, system and persevering industry. The reli- 
^ous family exercises are in accordance with the usages of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. Strange however it is, that the recom- 
xnendation by our Convention of this institution as a seminary to train 
for the ministry the sons of the soil, has found no response in the 
Hearts of our opulent citizens, and that no one has proposed, so far 
«is 'we can learn, to make provision for the support and education of 
«iny young person or persons, who without the means of necessary 
instruction, are willing and fit to become clergymen. 

The above statement and remarks on the subject of education in 
Ills Parish, under the auspices of the church, are respectfully sub- 
znitted by the undersigned. 

JOHN BURKE, lUctor. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, SMITHFIELD, WEST BATON ROUGE. 

Baptisms — ^White 4, colored, 10, 14 

Confirmations — ^White 2, colored 10, . . * . . 12 

Marriages, 4 

Funersds, 5 

Communicants — ^Whites, added 4, died 1, removed 4, . . .17 

" Colored, " 8, " 3, present number, . . 56 

Contributed to Missions, $^ 



A. H. LAMON, Rector. 
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GRACE CHURCH» ST. FRANCISVILLE, WEST FELICIANA. 

Baptuuns — ^White, infants 7, colored, adalts 13, 
Confirmed — White 16, colored 6, 
Interments, . . , . 

Marriages, .... 

Communicants — Added 4, died 3, 
Collections for Diocesan Missions, 

*< superannuated CleTgymen, &c., 

** Diocesan purposes, 

« Episcopal Sunday School Union, 






do 

22 

15 

8 

27 

$66 

20 

65 

25 

S. LEWIS, Reetor. 



SOUTHERN INSTITUTE FOR YOUNG LADIES. 

Jaokbon, Pabish of East Fbuciana. % 

Immediatelj after the Southern Institute was reorganized by the 
Convention as a Diocesan School, I recommended a system of im- 
provement, which has already involved an expenditure of two thou- 
sand doUars. When this system is completed, the institute, in point 
of beauty, stability and comfort, will be equal to any literary insti- 
tution in the country. 

All the solid and ornamental branches of female education are 
taught in it, and taught, it is believed, in a manner well adapted to 
develope and mature the intellectual and moral Acuities. 

Teachers of music, and of the French language and literature 
have been selected with great care, and their practical ability, assi- 
duity and gentlemanly bearing, have given entire saUs&ction. 

The school is opened and closed each day with singing and prayer 
and Sundays and other festivals are regularly celebrated by a ser- 
mon and the service of the church. Sunday aflemoons are devoted 
to catechetical instruction, and to lectures on the thirty-nine articles ; 
and the evenings are spent in the practice of sacred music and other 
exercises of a religious character. A vigilant and parental care is 
extended to the pupils, both in school and out of it, and all inter- 
course and communication, except with near relation, is strictly pro- 
hibited. Safety, comfort and improvefnent are intended to be the 
characteristics of this school. 

The number of boarders has gradually increased from the begin- 
ning. In the first session we had nine, in the second twelve, in the 
third twenty, in the fourth twenty-three, and in the fifth or present 
session, twenty-five. The number of day scholars is fifteen. 

The course of studies pursued in the institute, embraces Spelling, 
Reading, Writing, Aiithmetic, Geography, Granmiar, History, Phy- 
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siology, Botany, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Algebra, Astrono- 
my, bitellectual Philosophy, Logic, Mathematics, Rhetoric, Elocu- 
tion, Moral Philosophy, Natural and Revealed Theology, Composi- 
tion and Criticism in literature and the fine arts. 

The charge for board and instruction in English and French is 
two hundred dollars per annum. For lessons on the Piano and use 
of the inistrument, eighty dollars per annum. ^For lessons on the 
Guitar^ sixty dollars per annum. For lessons in Drawing and Paint- 
ing, thirty-two dollars per annum. 

WILLIAM B. LACY, Rector. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, THIBODEAUXVILLE. 
Rev. J. Sandels, Rector, reports, that when ho took charge of 
this Parish in November last, that he found fifteen white and about 
the same number of colored communicants. Since that time therie 
have been added four white communicants, and removed to a neigh- 
boring congregation all the colored communicants except two, leav- 
ing the present number of 

Oommunicants — ^White 19, colored 2, 21 

Baptized — ^White infant 1, colored adults 27, . . . .28 

Confirmations, 9 

Funerals, •••*,•.... 2 

Besides the regular services in the church, the Rector has held 
services for the last two months to a congregation of colored per- 
sons on a plantation in the neighborhood, with very encouraging 
prospects of good. 

Our Sunday School is in a flourishing condition. There are at 
present nine teachers and about forty scholars, the number increas- 
ing. 



THE RECTOR OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH, FRANKLIN, 
Reports to the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of the Diocese the annexed 
statement, as taken from his Parish Register, viz : 

Nomber of families attending the public services, . . *. 25 

" " Baptisms, (infant,) 5 

** " Communicants, 8 

•* " Marriages, 8 

« " Funerals attended, 4 

Amount of collections for Diocesian Missions, . . $16 40 

" " " " the, relief of the suffering poor in 
Ireland, 190 00 

Arrangements are now making to erect a church building, and 

which we hope to have completed by the end of the current year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL r;. LITTON, Rector. 
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CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION, NEW ORLEANS. 

Baptisms— Adults 2, infants 23, total, 25 

Interments, 13 

Communicants — Last years' report, 49 

*< Removed the past year, 12 

«« Added, 33— Total, 70 

Marriages, 8 

Sunday Schools — 130 pupils, 15 teachers, .... 145 

Collections — Given to others, 1^11 1 ^ 

<< Applied to our own Church, .... 75000 

Encouraoehents. — ^There is much to encourage us, in the in- 
crease of our congregation — in the manifest improvement in the 
Sunday School — as it regards the attendance and deportment of the 
scholars, and also in the efficiency of the superintendent, and grow, 
ing interest exhibited by the teachers ; but the most cheering de- 
velopement of the past year in this Parish is the organization, with- 
in itself, of a Missionary Society, recognizing fully the principle em- 
braced in the last command of our Blessed Lord, The ladies of the 
church and congregation have their branch, and the Sunday School 
children have theirs. 

Precious fruit has already been realized in the great increase of 
contributions, but better than this, in the steady growth of a^mis- 
sionary spirit, oHhat spirit which not only gives but cheerfully labors 
and prays to promote the salvation of souls. 

N. O. PRESTON, Rector. 



CHRIST CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

The Rector reports — 

Baptisms — 5 adults, 22 children, total, . . . . . 37 

Marriages, - ... 19 

Interments, 16 

Communicants, 205 

The new church is in a state ready for consecration. The gen- 
eral condition of the Parish is encouraging. The Rector, in behalf 
of himself and clerical brethren of the city, and at their request, 
reports, that in the cause of Education, their joint efforts have been 
concentrated on one female seminary, and one for boys. The for- 
mer is a boarding and day school under the charge of Mr. and Mrs. 
Van Nooten, and is very flourishing. The boys' school is under 
the care of the Rev. Mr. Fay, and Mr. Hahe, of Trinity College, 
Dublin, and receives, because it deserves, the support of the com- 
munity. 
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THE RECTOR OF ST. PAUL'S CAURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

Reports from the ecclesiastical record as follows : 

Baptisms — Adult, white 3, infants, do. 42, infants, colored, 5, 50 

Commanicants — Removed 20, died 1, added 20, totai, . « 102 

Marriages, : ... 21 

Literments, 16 

Sunday School— Scholars. 225— Teachers, 25, . . . 250 

" ** for colored children — Pupils, .... 40 

*« " Teachers, 3 

Contributions to Missions and other benevolent objects, $500 

« for Parochial objects, . . . . 180— $680 

CHARLES GOODRICH, Rector. 



SECQND MISSIONARY STATION, CORNER OF CARONDELET 

AND PERDIDO STREETS, NEW ORLEANS. 

The undersigned reports, that his connection with this station 

commenced on Quinquagesima Sunday, February 14th, 1847. The 

congregation has grown so rapidly that the room at present used for 

worship, is much too small for their accommodation. There is 

great need of a larger place, and it is hoped that before the lapse of 

another month this want will have been supplied. The Sunday 

School is small, though steadily and encouragingly on the increase. 

There are connected with the mission, about twenty-two families 

and twenty-five communicants. The undersigned also reports, that 

since his appointment to the mission, he has solemnized the rites oC 

matrimony once. 

WILLIAM R NICHOLSON. 



THIRD MISSION STATION, NEW ORLEANS, SEAMENS' BETHEL. 

This mission to seamen, boatmen and others, was commenced on 

tlie 19th of April, 1846, in a small room on Old Levee street, which 

Toam was fitted up for a chapel, and services were regularly held 

trwice on each Lord's day, until October, when the lease of the room 

€)xpired, and it was consequently closed. During that time your 

missionary reports, that the attendance on the services of the church 

«,Yeiaged from forty to seventy persons, mostly seamen and their 

&niilies. A Sunday School was also formed, scholars about forty, 

taught by your missionary and five teachers, the attendance of the 

school was regular. During the time of occupying this room not 

much was accomplished, owing perhaps to the disagreeable location 

and the constant interruption to the service of the church, from tho 

noise in the street; but still, your missionary is able to report, that 
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some poor wandering sinners were, as lie trusts, reclaimed from the 
error of their ways, and found that peace which the world can neither 
give nor take away. Tliirty communicants were added to the 
church, and we had great reason to thank God and take courage. 

On the first day of November a house was leased for one jBar in 
Esplanade street, and the lower story fitted up for a chapel very 
neatly, capable of containing two hundred and fifly persons. This 
chapel was opened for divine service on the 15th day of November, 
and since that time divine service has been regularly held three 
times in each Sunday, and on Friday evenings of each week, and 
the present prospects are encouraging to every lover of Christ and 
his church. The attendance on divine service is large, and has 
increased more than four fold, so that very firequently the house is so 
crowded with hearers, that many for the want of room have gone 
away from the doors without hearing the blessed gospel of the son 
of God, and of enjoying the precious ordinances of God's house. 
Much interest in the mission is felt not only in this city, but also 
among the ship owners and masters of ships, five of whom are regu- 
lar communicants of the church. A small organ has been fur- 
nished the chapel, which was sent firee of freight in Holmes' line of 
packet ships from New York, with a donation of twenty dollars, from 
John Wm. Nelson, the agent of this line in New York city. The 
chapel has also been presented with a beautiful bethel flag by our 
good bishop, also by Capt. Charles C. Berry, of ship * Silas Holmes,' 
a splendid communion service. By the Rev. Mr. DiUer, of Brook- 
13m, through Captain William C. Berry, a communion table ; also, 
by Mr. Greenleaf^ a valuable Sunday School library, of one hundred 
volumes ; and a smaller Sunday School library, by Captain Charles 
C. Berry. And your missionary is now, by the blessing of God« ena- 
1)led to report since the opening of the mission — 

Baptized — 33 childreiii 4 adalts, total, . . . . « 37 
Communicants — Added 64, died 4, removed 3, present number, 57 

Confirmations, 8 

Marriages, 24 

Funerals, 39 

Sunday School — Scholars, 45 

" „ Teachers, . 7 

Distributed gratis and sold to seamen, 96 copies of the Holy BiUe ; 
109 English Protestant ; 14 German ; 4 Spanish ; 5 Danish ; 16 
French ; and 2 Italian ; also, 15,000 pages of Tracts, enturely 
among the seamen ; also, 47 Manuals of Prayer, and 31 books 
of Common Prayer. 

Visited every week more or less of the ships, and among the poor, 

both of land and sea, baptizing some and administering the holy 
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communion at different times to thirteen persons, who were found 
among them sick and penitent, and who afterwards died, as we trust 
in holy triumph through faith in Christ, and in communion with his 
holy apostolic church. A pious seaman is employed by the Young 
Men's Missionary Society in this place, to sustain the bethel opera- 
tions to the seamen, whose business it is to circulate among the sea- 
men the Holy Bible and religious books of the church, and to assist 
the missionary to look up the destitute and needy, that they may be 
relieved and invited to the house of God, to hear that gospel, the 
crowning glory of which is, that it is preached to the poor, 

CHARLES W. WHITALL, Chaplain to 
Seamen of New Orleans, Pastor of the third Mission Station. 



REPORT OF THE REV. R. H. RANNEY. 

(Officiating pro tempore in the city of LafiEiyette.) ' 

Since my last report in 1645, 1 have spent most of my time in a 
visit to the north, and officiated in my travels as opportunities were 
presented. In all read service 114 times, and preached 124 ser- 
imms. I have admitted into the church by 

Baptism — Adults 3, and 1 infant, 4 

Communicants — Admitted new, 6 

Manied — One couple, 1 

Buried — 3 adults and 3 infants, 6 

I have officiated five times in Lafayette, where I commenced 
stated services last month, at a smaU] room on Washington avenue, 
at the comer of Laurel street. The attendance is small, but suffi- 
ciently encouraging to induce us to persevere, provided the means 
of support can be obtained. At present we can ask nothing of the 
congregation. 

Next Sunday I expect that children from several different fiimilies 

will be presented for baptism. Our Sunday School has been opened 

three Sundays, and we have eighteen children in attendance. 

R, H. RANNEY. 



TRINITY CHURCH, NATCHITOCHES, AND ST. JAMES' 

CHURCH, ALEXANDRIA. 
The undersigned reports the following since last Convention : 

Baptisms — Children 35, aduits 2, total, . . , . • 37 

Confirmations— White 3, colored 21, 34 

Conmiunicants— At last report 46, lost, by removal 1, new 19, 64 

<•' lost, by removal 6, death 2, present number, . 58 

Marriages, ^ 
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BurialB, 9 

Snnday Scholan, . . , 20 

Of the communicaiitfl — 14 whites belong to Alezandria. 11 whites 
belong to Natchitoches, 33 colored do. do. 

Services are held at various points in the neighborhood, embra- 
cing a district of over one hundred miles in extent. At Alexandria, 
measures have been taken for the erection of s church edifice, with 
a good prospect of suscess. A resident clergyman is much needed 
there. 

Contributions to Diocesan Mission (5, Episcopal fond 5, Conven- 
tion fond 10, f20 

E. GUION, Jft., 
Rector of Trinity Church, Natchitoches. 



CHRIST CHURCH, COVINGTON, 

Baptisms — Adults 2, children 5, total, 7 

Marriages, . . . . , 4 

Burials, 3 

Confirmed, ...|......4 

Communicants, • . 10 

Sunday School Scholars, 25 

The undersigned feels cause for devout thankfulness to the Father 

of mercies, for the blessings which He has graciously bestowed on 

this infant Parish. 

W. PECK. 



Abil 14th, 1847. 

During the present ecclesiastical year, I officiated in the Parish 
of West Feliciana as missionary and teacher untU January, and 
then took charge of a large colored congregation on a plantation 
near Thibodeauxville on the Lafourche. 

To this congregation I have preached regularly until now, and 
have also taught by oral instruction a Sunday School, comprising 
upwards of fifty colored children ; the facility with which they re- 
ceive this instruction is very encouraging. The results of these 
labors thus far are such as justly to inspire many expectations of 
future good, and are expected to be continued* The proprietor of 
this colored congregation has it in contemplation to erect this sea- 
son, a suitable building for their public worship, and it is hoped that 
it will be seen that on a plantation under gospel principles, reasona- 
ble labor may be obtained without severity, because for the most 
part voluntarily. 

Four marriages have been celebrated. I have attended one 
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funeral, have baptized tv^enty-seven children and thicteen adults, 
making in all forty. There are forty communicants, thirty of whom 
have been added during my charge. 

SPENCER WALL. 



REV. CHARLES FAY, MISSIONARY IN NEW ORLEANS. 

Since the Convention of 1846, up to the middle of February last, 
I have acted as a Missionary in the city of New Orleans, and 
preached regularly every Sunday. 

For the current year I report the following ministerial acts : 

Baptisms — ^Adults 3, children, white 17, children, colored 1, total, 21 

Marriages— White 7, colored 2, 9 

Burials, 9 



ADDRESS OF THE BISHOP. 



Brethren of the Clergy and Laity : 

After invoking your recognition of the divine goodness, in mercy 
to us as a church, since we last assembled, and beseeching the bles- 
sing of Almighty God, in our present work, I proceed to lay before 
you, in pursuance of the Canons, an account of my episcopal servi- 
ces, during the last Conventional year. 

After presenting my report to the last Convention, I confirmed in 
St. James' Church, East Baton Rouge, seven persons. 

Qn the Sunday following the meeting of the Convention, I preach- 
ed in St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge, in the morning, and 
confirmed two persons. I preached in the same church, in the 
afternoon, and confirmed eleven others. 

I preached on the 1st of May, Friday, in Grace Church, St^ 
Francisville, and also on Sunday, the 3d, in the same Church ; at 
which time I confirmed sixteen persons in the morning ; and preached 
in the afternoon, in the same church, and confirmed six others. 

Wednesday and Thursday of the week following, were occupied 
in visiting a number of families in the upper part of the Parish of 
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Well Feliciana, more or less attached to the church ; among whom 
it is believed, under the care of a competent clergyman, a highlj 
respectable congregation may be collected. 

On Friday, the 8th, I visited the Southern Institute, at Jackson, 
under the supervision of the Rev. Dr. Lacy, who has under his charge, 
quite a number of young ladies, most of whom are daughters of the 
church. This school is one of those, which it will be remembered 
the Convention has recognized as Diocesan Institutions, and com- 
mended to the special patronage of churchmen in the diocese, for 
the education of the youth of our communion. The time I was 
enabled to devote to that visitation, did not allow of my doing more 
than examine specimens of drawing, and painting, executed by the 
young ladies to be present at an exhibition of their proficiency 
in music, and to examine them on the elements of christian know* 
ledge, as set forth in our catechism and formulas. It was a matter 
of regret, that I could not have had them examined in all of the other 
branches embraced in their liberal course of instruction, adopted in 
that institution ; but from the indications of excellence manifested 
in the execution of the pupils in the higher arts, and their prompt- 
ness and intelligence, when examined upon the foundation of omr 
faith, as well as the obvious mental improvements generally of 
those whom I had known to have been some time connected with 
the school, I feel warranted in commending it strongly to all lovers 
of sound order, and high mental and moral culture. 

On Sunday, 10th May, I preached in the Chapel of the College of 
Louisiana, and administered the rite of confirmation to seven of 
the pupils of the Southern Institute, who were presented as the first 
firuits of that nursery of the Church. 

The further prosecution of my spring visitation, was here Inte- 
rupted by an attack of fever, which made it expedient for me in the 
course of the summer to be absent from the diocese for several 
months. 

On my return in October, I took charge of St Jonh's Church, 
Lafourche Interior, made vacant by the resignation of the late Rec- 
tor, and ofiiciated in that Parish, until it was taken charge of by the 
present incumbent. 

On the 22nd November, I admitted Mr. Charles W. Whitall, 
to the order of Deacons ; and on Wednesday, 25th, I admitted him 
to the order of the Priesthood. 

On the first of January, I celebrated three marriages. 

On Sexagesima Sunday, I ofiiciated in St. John's, Thibodeauz, 
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and administered the holy communion. On Quimquagesima Sun- 
day, I admitted Mr. William Nicholson, to the order of Deacons, 
in St Paul's Church, New Orleans. 

On the third Sunday in lent, I preached in the morning and after* 
noon, in the Parish of St. Marys, in Franklin ; the Rev. Mr. Lit* 
ton, reading service. 

This is a new Parish, organized about the time of the meeting of 
our last Convention, and promises to be one of the most flourishing 
congregations in the diocese ; an adequate amount has been sub* 
scribed by the parish, for the erection of a church edifice ; to the 
accomplishment of which, they are to proceed without delay. 

On the 4th Sunday in lent, I visited the Parish of St. James', Alex- 
andria, and while there I preached and confirmed three persons^ 
and administred the holy communion. 

The friends of the church, in this parish, I was glad to perceive, are 
unnsuaUy alive to the importance of securing the exclusive services 
of a parochial minister ; (they are now served occasionly by the 
clergymen at Natchitoches.) An adequate amount of funds, for the 
erection of a church edifice, has been secured, and we have good 
hope, that upon our next visitation, we shall find them in their own 
house, and in the enjoyment of the ministrations of a settled pastor. 

On the 5th Sunday in lent, I preached in Trinity Church, Natch- 
itoches, in the morning, and afler the service catechized the children 
of the parish. 

I also preached in the afternoon, and administered the right of 
confirmation to twenty-one persons ; I preached in the same church 
also at night* 

On Friday, 26th March, I preached at Ellenwood, in the parish 
of Caddo, and confirmed two persons. 

On Saturday morning, the 27th, I baptized an infant, in the same 
parish. 

On the Sunday following, I preached in St. Peter's Church, 
Shreveport ; in the morning and afternoon ; and at night after ser- 
vice, and a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Guion, I confirmed 3 persons. 

On Easter day, I preached in the morning, in St. John's Church, 
Thibodeaux, and administered the rite of confirmation to nine per- 
ions ; in the afternoon of the same day, I addressed a colored 
congregation, in the same parish. 

On the Sunday after Easter, I preached in Covington, in the 
parish of S. Tammany, in the morning, and consecreted a newly erec- 
ted iKRue of worship, by the name of Christ Church ; after the ser- 
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vices of the morning, I administered the rito of confinnation to 
four persons. 

With regard to this Church, I feel it a duty to take more than a 
passing notice ; we are indebted for its conception and erection to a 
few individuals, in moderate circumstances in life, who have received 
in the furtherance of their work, little or no assistance beyond the 
contributions of their own village. In less than a twelvemonth, 
under the influences of an intelligent application of the pious prin- 
ciples of the church of their fathers, and under the promptings of 
that love for God and their own souls, which leads to the ready sur- 
render of whatever is necessary for the promotion of his gloiy, and 
their own salvation, these brethem have caused to be erected, and 
completely (iimished one of the neatest country churches belonging 
to the diocese ; with accommodations sufficiently ample for the pre- 
sent population, and have presented it for consecration, well nigh 
free of debt It is in their contemplation also to construct a par- 
sonage, for the accommodation of the Rector, in the ensuing &U ; 
a purpose for the fulfilment of which, we have an ample guarantee 
in the promptness and energy with which they have erected a tem- 
ple to the living God. May they enjoy abundantly the fruit of their 
own labours and see the work of the Lord prospering in their hands^ 

I have since the last Convention, visited all the parishes in the 
diocese in which we have ministers officiating, with one exception of 
that at Lake Providence, which was visited for me by my esteemed 
brother, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Otey, provisional Bishop of Mississippi ; and 
have also visited many others, where yet we have no settled clergy- 
men, in all of which, with one exception, I have performed episcopal 
acts. The confirmations for the year in the city parishes, it ia ex- 
pected will be held during the session of the Convention. 

I have held twelve confirmations during the year, in the country, 
with two confirmations at Lake Providence, of two persons by 
Bishop Otey, at which there have been ninety three persons con- 
firmed. 

I have also held three ordinations, at which I have ordained two 
deacons, and one priest. I have consecrated one Church, and have 
preached, or performed one or more of the offices of the Church 
every Sunday ; and many services during the week, as occasion 
ofTered, or my health allowed. 

The candidates for orders, at the last Convention, were three, 
Mr. C. A. Whitall, Mr. Fred'k Dean, and Mr. W. C. Stout; 
since that meeting, two others, Mr. Wm. Nicholson, and Mr. John 
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Benson, have been admitted candidates ; of these, Mr. Nicholson, 
under the cannon, regulating the admission of applicants for orders, 
being ministers in other denominations, has been ordained Deacon ; 
as also Mr. Wm. Whitall, under the same canon. Both these gentle- 
men are labouring acceptably in New Orleans. Their ordinations, 
leave us only three on the list of candidates. 

And here I cannot but impress upon my brethem of the clergy, 
the imperitive duty of seeking out from among the young, and others 
of their congregation, those who may promise usefulness to the 
church, in the work of the ministry. 

The chief difficulty in the spread of the gospel, among us arises 
from the want of laborers, adapted by their knowledge of the usa- 
ges of our social condition, and their habituation and inclination to 
labor effectually in the Southern Diocese. 

Though while it is true that most of those who are now labouring 
with success in the various parishes are not natives of the soil, yet 
they will be among the first to allow, that their own experience 
confirms the propriety of the suggestion I have made. It should be 
the duty of us all to make conscience of this great obligation ; to 
rear up a native ministry, and I beg leave to press it respectfully 
but urgently upon the attention and efforts of my clerical and other 
brethem. 

I have received into the diocese, the Rev. Alexander McLeod, 
and the Rev. Wiley Peck, and the Rev. John Sandels, on letters 
dimissory from the diocese of Ohio, Mississippi, and Tennessee re- 
spectively ; the first of whom is labouring in the parish of Carrol, at 
Lake Providence ; the second is settled in Christ Church, Covington, 
and the last in St. John's Church, Thibodeaux. I have also trans- 
iered the Rev. David Kerr, to the diocese of Mississippi. 

The only other change in the field of labour, of the clergy, is that 
of the Rev. Mr. Fay, who has resigned his missionary station in 
the city, to the Rev. Mr. Nicholson, with the vi^w of taking a 
position higher up in the city ; and that of the Rev. Mr. Wall, who 
has taken charge of a colored congregation in the Lafourche. 

It gives me pleasure to state, that the Bethel for seamen, estab- 
lished during the last year, and of which, the Rev. Mr. Whitall 
has been the regular minister, is fully realizing the most sanguine 
expectations of its founders. It will be remembered by the conven- 
tion, that this charity is supported exclusively, by the enterprise and 
liberal bene&ctions of an association of young men, belonging to our 
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city congregationsi whose purity and zeal are carrying the blessing! 
of the gospel to multitudes of the neglected seamen, and ther» 
litttle ones. 

I have again to call the attention of the diocese, to the importance 
of increasing the amount of our contributors for diocesan missions. 
I am well aware that our city parishes are doing a good woiIe, in 
the efficient measures they have adopted for extending the privileges 
of the gospel in New Orleans, but in attending to those who are 
nearest them, they must not forget that '* tJie fieUd is the toorldy** and 
that great as the spiritual destitution immediately around them is, 
it cannot be greater than in many parts of the country districts in 
the diocese, which are extending their hands to their more favored 
brethren for that aid, which if promptly and liberally bestowed now, 
will enable them in a few years to restore the gift four-fold. I would 
urge the duty of making this object one of the first importance in 
the estimation of every member of the diocose, whether in city or 
country, in as much as besides the duty of imparting freely of that 
which we have so freely received expecially to the household offaUkf 
we shall by neglecting its performance now, lay up for ourselves an 
increasing amount of future labor, by suffering our adversaries to get 
possession of ground, which is at present inviting our labors and 
offering itself to our acceptance. 

It is upon our brethem of the laity we rely, and to them I would 
now address our earnest appeal in behalf of this object. It is not 
that we ask you to part with your substance for distant heathen regionsy ' 
solitary and benighted as they may be, and pathetically as their des- 
titution and degradation may appear to us, but we are called upon to 
aid in the spread of the gospel of truth and peace, among our own 
brethren, bone of our own bone, and flesh of our own flesh, dispersed 
abroad, around and near us, and who, either by reason of their pov- 
erty, in consequence of their ruinous habits of indifierence and negli- 
gence, superinduced by a perfect destitution of means of grace, have 
lapsed into a spiritual blindness, grievously corroding their present 
peace, and fearfully jeopardizing their everlasting salvation. 

By our duty then, brethren, to our common country, the purity 
and perpetuation of whose institutions, depend under God, wholly 
on the cultivation of the moral sense of the people, and the strengh- 
ening and invigoration of the public conscience ; but above all, by 
the perishing condition of those of our fellow men, for whose spirit- 
ual condition, we are, as a church, held solemnly and especially 
responsible before God ; I would respectfully, but earnestly press the 
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dttt]r of adopting some measures for drawing out the resources of 
our diocese, anui of addressing ourselves yigorously to the task of 
extending the work of the gospel within our own borders. 



EqiortB of tljt CommittetB. 

CHRIST CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

April 16th, 1847. 
Tlie Convention met according to adjournment at 9 o'ck)ck this 
rnoming, when the Rev. Mr. C. T. Hedges, of the Diocese^of Mis- 
souri, and the Rev. Mr. Giles, from the Diocese of Mississippi, ap« 
peared in Convention and took their seats as honorary members. 

Pftrochial reports fix)m St. John's Church, Thibodeaux, Rev. Mr. 
Sandels, fix)m Rev. Mr. Fay, Missionary in New Orleans, and the 
Rev* Roderick Ranney, Missionary in the city of La&yette were 
read. 

It was then reported that Canon 3d be amended by the addition of 
the following words : It shall be the duty of the Secretary to have 
the journals published and ready for distribution within sixty days 
after the adjournment of the Convention, and the delegates from 
eaeh Piurish are required to furnish the Secretary with written direc- 
tldu, how and where to transmit their respective copies, and no 
Plarish shall be entitled to receive the journals unless the amount 
reqniced by the Canon shall have been paid. 

The Education Committee made their Report as follows : 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 

The committee on Education, beg leave respectfully to report, that 

t&Dce their last report, the cause which has been confided to their 

eversight has not lost ground in Louisiana, but on the contrary has, 

as they trust, made some forther progress. And first, of the Dioce- 

imii Schools. ^ The Southern Institution for Young Ladies," at 

Jackson, under the direction and exclusive control of the Rev. Dr. 

Lacy, is advancing in usefolness with steady steps. The Bishop 

has home testimony to its worth in his annual address to this Con- 

veBtfam ; and the following extract from the report of its Rector, 

4 
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exhibits the evidence of its onward progress. ^See report of Dr» 
Lacy.) The course of instruction is very thorough, while the 
charges of the school are moderate. 

Of the school for boys at East Baton Rouge, under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Burke, your committee are happy to say that it also is 
advancing, and they cannot doubt that perseverance and fideli^, 
such as have hitherto characterized the labors both of Dr. Lacy and 
Mr. Burke, must in due time insure the successful accomplishment 
of all that the best friends of these Diocesan Schools desire. The 
following extract from the report of Mr. Buike, is presented by your 
committee to the notice of the Convention and the church. (See 
Burke's report.) 

In New Orleans, the efforts of the clergy have very much ad- 
vanced the cause of education since the last years' report. A female 
seminary, consisting of between fifty and sixty pupils, (several of 
whom are from a distance and residents at the school,) is in success- 
ful operation. Large and commodious buildings have been pro* 
cured, in an airy and retired situation, and the course of instruction 
is very extensive and thorough. This institution, subject to the gen- 
eral supervision of Dr. Hawks, is under the immediate control of 
Mr. and Mrs. Van Nooten, with competent assistants, among whom 
your committee finds with pleasure the name of a lady, who in addi- 
tion to her long experience and well earned reputation as a teachert 
adds to her claims on our regard by being the daughter of onQ <^our 
deceased clergymen, who was among the earliest laborers in our 
diocese, the Rev. Dr. Hull, for many years Rector of Christ Church, 
New Orleans. 

A boys' school has also been established in the city. This is 
under the joint care of the Rev. Mr. Fay and Mr. Hare, and though 
but young, your committee deem it already an important auxiliary ; 
it numbers 45 pupils. Both these schools are under the general 
patronage of the city clergy of the church, and take the place <^ all 
other parochial schools. 

From Natchitoches, under the care of the Rev. Mr. Guion, the 
committee have the following report : 

REPORT OF THE RECTOR OF TRINITY CHURCH, NATCHITO- 
CHES, TO THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 

Of the two schools reported last year, one has been discontinued 
in consequence c^ the removal of the teacher. 
The one conducted by Mr. Guion is still in operation, under fitvor<r 
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able circumstances. The number is limited Co twelve. It can, 
however, scarcely be called a church institutiouy as no durect reli- 
gious instruction is given. A portion of the pupils not being of our 
fidth, and the school having been established mainly with a view of 
obtaining a pecuniary support for the Rector's family, in a place 
where the Protestants are too few in number to maintain a minister, 
unaided by other resources. E. GUION, Jr. 

At St. Francisville the committee are not aware of any change 
since their last report, except that ground has been procured for the 
erection of a parochial school house, and the house will be erected. 

At West Baton Rouge, Mr. Lamon informs the committee that his 
eflS>rts have been as yet unsuccessful, but are still continued to 
procure a teacher. 

As a summary of the whole, your committee state that all the 
clergy of New Orleans (six in number,) are endeavoring to further 
the cause, and one of their body (Mr. Fay) is directly employed in 
the work of edncation ; while in the country, five of the clergy (as 
fitr as the committee are informed) are also more or less engaged in 
promoting the same end. This shows a result of considerably more 
than one half the paroohial clergy exerting themselves to establish 
and sustain schools. It is much to be desired that every clergyman 
having charge of a congregation, should endeavor, as fast as circum- 
stances will permit, to found his parochial school. Your committee 
however is well aware that this work must be gradual, owing to the 
peculiarity of our situation, and to facts similar to those stated in the 
report of the Rev. Mr. Guion ; they trust however that the accom- 
plishment of this most desirable end will be kept steadily in view. 

Your committee was authorized by a vote of the last Convention 

to act in connexion with the Bishop in making an effort to establish 

an EnucATidk fund. The want of a suitable agent however has 

obliged them to pause, but they still hope to carry on the work, as 

the measure is one of primary importance. All which is respect- 

fiilly submitted. 

FRANCIS L. HAWKS, D. S. LEWIS, 

A. H. LAMON, IRA SMITH, 

THOMAS SLOO, JOHN L. LOBDELL. 



REPORT OF DIOCESAN MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 
The Diocesan Missionary Committee respectfuUy report, that ac- 
cording to the instructions embraced in the resolution of the last 
Convention, they addressed a letter to each clergyman in the diocese 
having charge of a Parish, and urged upon each the necessity, 
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dnlj and priTilege of taking up a coUecdon on tome oomreniellC 
Simdajr, in aid of Diocesan MbuAooM. 

They regard this field of misnonaiy enterprise ai one of die moil 
Important and encouraging^ appealing directlj and pownfiilfy to the 
liberalit7, fiiith and prayer of every christian who will mntwmpj ate 
it The hanrest is truly plenteous, but the laborers are fiiw. Fife 
eflident missionaries, they are infimned bj the Bishop, oodd be Im- 
mediately located in eligible situations in the country. Boi whore 
are the funds to support them for a litde season t 

The committee feel constrained, in closing their leport, respeet- 
fiilly to remind their brethren, clerical and lay members of this Con- 
▼ention, that the time has arrived. In their opnion, when wo shall 
prove deplorably recreant in our duty to Grod and the souls of our 
perishing fellow sinners, if we pennit Diocesan Misdons to be set 
aside from year to year, with the mere expression of good wishei^ or 
the mere formal passage of a resolution* 

The Lord save us alike from indifliirenoe and from the oondemna* 
tion of slothful servants in this ouUter. 

N. a PRESTON, Chaimiaa. 

Besdvedf That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rev. Mr. Litton, for his sermon preached at the <^ning of tbe Con- 
vention, and to the Rev. Mr. Fay, fi>r his sermon cm Education, 
preached on Thursday, 15th April, 1847, to the Convention* 

Mr. P. M. Ozanne then submitted a prqKMritlon to amend tho 1st 
Canon, by requiring that none but members of the chureh and com^ 
municants be eligible for the office of Lay Delegates to the Slate or 
General Convention, and every vestry shall have at least two^hirds 
of its members communicants, including the Wardens ; which pro- 
position was received and laid over for the action of the next Con- 
vention, according to the requirements of the Constitution* 

Rev. Mr. Guion submitted a proposition, that the 8th Article of the 
Constitution be altered and amended, so as to insert after the word 
proposed, '' and received ;" which proposition was received and laid 
over for the action of the next Convention, according to the require- 
ments of the Constitution. 

The Rev. Dr. Hawks and Mr. Sloo were appointed a committee 
to assess the difl^rent Parishes for the traveling expenses of the 
Bishop for the year 1847, and afler consultation, said committee re- 
ported the following assessments, viz : Christ Church, New Orleans, 
•100 ; St. Paul's Church, New Orleans, 950 ; Grace Church St 
Francisville, 935 ; St. John's Church, Thibodeaux, $85 ; St John's 
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Chnchf SmitliviUe, West Baton Rouge, $25; Church of Anmuici* 

ation. New Orleans, $25; St James' Church, Baton Rouge, $15 ; 

St. Mary's Church, Franklin, $10 ; Trinity Church, Natchitoches, 

$5 ; St James' Church, Alexandria, $5 ; and Christ Church, Cot- 

ingtim, $5. When, on motion, the foregoing assessments were 

adi^pted, and the Rectors or Vestrys of said churches required to pay 

over their respectiTe assessments to the treasurer without delay. 

Budhed^ That the thanks of this Convention are hereby given 

to the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of the Church of the Annuncia- 

tion, and also to the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of Christ Church, 

New Orleans, for the use of their respective churches, and for the 

kindness and hospitality with which the members of this Convention 

have been received by them, and the members of their respective 

congregations. After which, the Convention adjourned sine die, 

after the usual religious exercises. 

LEONIDAS FOLK, 
President of the CoiiTentian and ]Kth<^ of the Dioceee. 
Attoit; JoBif L. liOBDXLL, Secretary. 



AMOUNT OF DIOCESAN MISSION FUND. 

184$. In the hands of the committee, as per report 3d April, 1845, $161 75 
1847, Apffl 16. In the hands of the committee, as paid by Grace 

Chorch, St Francisville, ... 96 00 

'^ MM Collected by St Mary's Church, Franklm, . 16 40 

M M M M « Trinity Choreh, Natchitoches, . 5 00 

The following Churches have not taken up contributions for this 

fondyin oonfotmity with the Canon : 

4St James' Onunhy Baton Ronge, 1844. 1845. 1846. 

St John's ** Smithviile, W. Baton Ronge, ** '• •• 

St John's •« Thibodeaux, « •* " 

Mary's ** Bayou Goula, " «• " 

Christ «« New Orleans, •« " " 

St Find's " New Orleans, 
Church of Aniranciation, New Orleans, 
St James* Church, Alexandria, 
Trinity •< Natchitoches, 



AMOUNT OF FUND TO AID SUPERANUATED MINISTERS, 

THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN. 

1847, April 14. To amount in hand of Treasurer firom St 

John's Church, West Baton Rouge, $15 
M «« M «« amount in hand of Treasurer from Grace 

Church, St FrancisviUe, 84— $99 00 

The following Churches have not taken up contributions for this 

find, yiz: 

St James* Church, Baton Rouge, 1845. 1846 

St John's •* West Baton Rouge, «• «« 

St John's '< Thibodeauz, " " 
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St Mary's Chnreh, Bayou Goala, 1845. 1846. 

Annnnciatioii " New Orleans, ** •* 

Christ ** New Orleans, ** 

St. Paul's ** New Orieans, 

Trinity '< Natchitoches, 

St James* '* Alexandria, " " 



M 



AMOUNT OF EPISCOPAL FUND. 

Amoont received by Treasuren, oollectioiis for 1846 from Trin- 
ity Church, Natchitoches, $5 00 

The following Churches have not taken up contributions or paid 
any thing on account of this fund, viz : 

St James' Church, Baton Rouge, 1846. 

St. John's ** West Baton Rouge, ** 

Grace, « St Francisville, '< 

St John's " Thibodeaux, " 

St Mary's « Bayou Goula, " 

Annunciation " New Orleans, *' 

St Paul's " New Orleans, " 

Christ '< NewOrieans. " 

St James* ** Alexandria, " 



OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION. 

Rt Rev. LEONID AS POLK, D. D., 

President ex-officio, near Thibodeaux, Parish Lafourche Interior. 

JOHN L. LOBDELL, 
Secretary and Treasurer, Parish West Baton Rouge, Post Office, LobdeH's Store. 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Hon. THOMAS BUTLER. 

" LACY, Mr. THOMAS SLOO, 

« Mr. GOODRICH, L. C. DUNCAN, Escu 

DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL CONVENTION. 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Hon. THOMAS BUTLER, 

" Mr. PRESTON, -Dr. IRA SMITH, 

« " LEWIS, L. C. DUNCAN, Esq. 

« « GOODRICH, Mr. JOHN L, LOBDELL. 

DIOCESAN MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 

Rev. Mr. PRESTON, Mr. P. M. OZANNE, 

« •« GOODRICH, « F. SOUTHMAYD, 

•« " LEWIS, Hon. THOMAS BUTLER. 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 
Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Hon. G. S. GUION, 

« " LACY, « CHARLES WATTS, 

" Mr. FAY, Mr. P. M. OZANNE, 

« « NICHOLSON. " THOMAS SLOO. 

COMMITTEE TO OBTAIN INCORPORATIONS FOR TRUST 

FUNDS. 
Hon. THOMAS BUTLER, L. C. DUNCAN, Esq. 
JOHN L. LOBDELL, Esq. GEORGE S. LACY, " 

TRUSTEES OF THE GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Rev. CHARLES' GOODRICH, 

Rev. THOMAS BUTLER. 
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ARTICLE I. 

The Church in Louisiana hereby accedes to the Constitution of 
the Ph>testant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, 
and acknowledges its authority. 

ARTICLE It. 

The annual Convention of the Church in this State shall be held 
at such time and place as shall have been determined by the prece- 
ding Convention. The Bishop shall be, ex (fficiOi President of the 
Convention ; or, in case of his absence, or of a vacancy in the 
Episcopate, a President pro tempore shall be elected by ballot from 
among the clerical members present. A Secretary, who shall also 
be ex (fficio Treasurer of the Convention, shall be chosen at the 
opening of each Convention, and shall continue in office till the next 
annual Convention. Special meetings of the Convention may be 
called by the Bishop, when in his judgment the good of the Church 
shall require it ; and when there is no Bishop, by the Standing Com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE m. 

The Convention shall be composed of both clergymen and lay- 
men. All ministers of this Church, in regular standing, who shall 
have officiated six months in some Parish in the State ; Clerical In- 
structors of youth, and Chaplains in the Army and Navy, who have 
been resident in the State six months, shall be members of the Con- 
vention. Each Parish in the State, in union with this Convention, 
shall be entitled to a representation by three lay delegates ; and if it 
consists of more than fifty families, by ^ve^ to be chosen by the 
Yestiy ; a certificate of whose appointment, signed by the Wardens, 
shall, before they are admitted to a seat, be laid before the Conven- 
tkm. A representation, whether clerical or lay, from one-half of the 
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Parishes in union with this ConTenti<Hi« shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of business ; but a smaller number may adjourn. 

ARTICLV IV. 

The clergy and the laity shall deliberate in one body, in all cases 
not hereinafter provided for ; and on every question, a majority of 
votes of those present shall decide, the Bishop or President being 
entitled to a casting vote. 

ARTICLB V. 

A Standing Committee, to consist of not more than three clergy- 
men and three laymen, shall be appointed at each annual meeting 
of the Convention ; any three of whom, always including one cleri* 
cal member, shall be a quorum for the transaction of business ; ex- 
cept for such purposes as, by the Canon of the (reneral Convention, 
shall require a larger number. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The election of a Bishop shall be in the following manner : at 
least four weeks before the Convention to be held for the purpose of 
such election, the Standing Conmiittee shall send a notice to the War- 
dens and Vestry of each Parish, specifying the business to be laid 
before the Convention. In the election of a Bishop, the clergy and 
laity shall vote separately ; the clergy choosing by ballot some fit 
and qualified person for that office : Whereupon such choice shall 
be communicated to the lay delegates ; and if^ on ballot, the person 
so chosen is approved by the lay order, he shall be declared to be 
duly elected. 

ARTICLE vn. 
Delegates to the General Convention shall be appointed, and shall 
continue in office during the time that may intervene between the 
stated meetings of the General Convention ; but in case of vacancy 
by death or resignation, a substitute or substitutes may be aj^inted 
by the Bishop ; or if there be no Bishop, by the President of the 
Standing Committee. 

ARTICLE vm. 
The Constitution shall not be subject to alteration, except at the 
annual meeting of the Convention ; nor unless such alteration shall 
have been proposed at a previous annual meeting. 
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OF LOUISIANA. 



CANON I. 

OF THE OEOAiraZATION OF NEW PARISHES* 

The mode of organizing a new Parish shall be as follows :— The 
friends of the Church, being duly convened, shall choose two War- 
dens, and not less than five Vestrymen, and also a Parish Clerk. 
To entitle such new Parish to be admitted into union with this Con^ 
vention, they shall pass a resolution declaring their adhesion to the 
Constitution and Canons of the General Convention of the Protes* 
tant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and also 
of the Diocese of Louisiana ; a copy of which resolutions, with the 
proceedings of the meeting, certified by the Clerk, shall be laid be« 
fore the Convention. 

CANON 11. 

OF PARISH MEETINGS. 

The election of the Wardens, Vestiymen, and Parish Clerk* 
shall be made at the annual parish meeting, to be held on Easter 
Monday ; which officers shall continue in office till the next annual 
tneeting,^ or till anew election takes place. In case of manifest 
expediency, a special meeting may be held for that purpose. All 
persons who own or hire a pew, or who contribute annually to the 
support of the ministry, shall be entitled to vote. 

CANON ffl. 

OF THE CONVENTION FtTND. 

It shall be the duty of every Parish, to send annually to'the Tiea- 
sorer of the Convention, a sum equal to one per centum on the sal- 
ary of its minister, at least ten dollars annually, and the sum so 
raised shall be appropriated by the Standing Committee to pay for 
publishing the Journals, and other contingent expenses of the Con- 
vention. Each Parish shall be entitled to at least twenty copies of 
the Journals. The Treasurer's annual report to the Convention 
shall contain a statement of' the sums received, the Plarishes firom 
which they were received, and the purposes for which they were 
expended. 5 
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CANON IV. 

OF PABUH BSGI8TBB8 AlTD PASOCBIAL BSP0ST8. 

Every Minister shaU keep a register of Baptisms, Confirmations, 
Communicants, Marriages, and Funerals, within his cure, agreeably 
to the twenty-ninth Canon of the General Conyention of 1882* The 
Record shall specify the name and time of birth of the child baptized, 
with the names of the parents and sponsors ; the name c£ the adult 
baptized ; the names of the parties married, and of the persons 
buried.; and also the time when each rite was performed. The re- 
gister shall be kept by the minister, in a book belonging to the Ves- 
try ; and in case of a vacancy, by the senior Warden. It shall be 
the duty of the Minister, to present to the annual Convention, a 
statement of the number of Baptisms, Confirmations, Maniaget, 
and Funerals within his cure ; together with the number of Com- 
municants ; distinguishing the additions, removals and death*, since 
the last report He may also include in the statement any other 
matters tending to throw light on the condition of the Parish. 

• 

CANON V. 

OF THE 8TAin>ING COMXXmE. 

The Standing Committe shall organize on the day of their elec- 
tion, by choosing a President and Secretary ; the latter of whaok 
shall keep a record of all its transactions, and present an abstract 
of the same to each annual Convention. The meetings cithe Staa^ 
dmg Committee may be called at the discreticm of the President; 
and it shall be his duty to call a meeting when requested thereto by 
any two of its members. 

CANON VI. 

OF THB CONVENTION. 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a sermoot 
and the administration of the Lord's Suj^r : and the preacher shaK 
be nominated by the Bishop, or in case of the vacancy in that office, 
by the Standing Committee. There shall also be prayers every 
morning during the session of the Convention. 



Rt0oltttton0 |Ia00elr in ttjt €ommtm. 



The Bishop of the Diocese is authorized to admit to deacon's or- 
deriB, under Canon 6th of the General Convention of 1844, such per- 
sons as may apply for the same, and^shall, to his satis&ction and to 
that of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, comply with the re- 
quirements of the said 6th Canon. 

There shall be a Board of Education of five or more persons, an- 
nually chosen by the Convention, of which Board the Bishop of the 
Diocese shall always be ex-officio chairman, and to this Board shall 
be confided the supervision of the work of Education in the church. 

The Board shall meet at least once a year, at the time and place 
of holding the Convention, for the purpose of deliberating on the 
interests of Education, and shall present to the Convention a report 
of the state of the schools connected with the church in this Diocese* 
At eveiy such annual meeting, the Board shall cause a sermon or 
wdfitfiUB to be delivered on the subject of Education, the preacher or 
speaker having been appointed at least three months previously. 

Any of the parochial clergy may proceed to the formation of paro- 
chial or other schools, if they deem it expedient, reporting their pro- 
ceedings therein to the Board of Education, to be laid before the 
next Convention, subject to the controlling action of that body. 

Teachers to parochial schools shall be chosen by the Board of 
Edncaticm, upon the nomination of the Bishop, and shall be remo- 
vable by the Board with the approbation of the Bishop. In case of 
a vacancy in the Episcopate, the Board shall have power to act alone 
m appointments and removals. 

The Bishop shall be ex-officio visitor of all schools in the Dio- 
cese that are connected with the church. He shall also prescribe 
the religious services to be used in said schools, and together with 
the Board designate the books to be studied on all matters apper- 
taining to the doctrine, ritual and government of the church* 

Whenever an individual is desirous of establishing a (Hivate liter- 
ary institution in this Diocese, under the direction of the church, he 
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shall make his desire known to the Bishop, who on being satisfied 
with his or her qualifications, and with the locality of the proposed 
school, shall license him or her, and shall appoint three discreet 
Episcopalians as visitors of the establishment. It shall be the 
duty of such visitors to visit the school at least once a quarter, and 
examine the pupils and government thereof They shall report to 
the Board of Education at each annual Convention, and to the Bishop 
oflener, if necessaiy, the true condition of the school, and endeavor 
generaUy to promote its true interests and efficiency. 

The Rectors of the several Parishes in this Diocese are to take 
up collections in their several churches on Christmas day of each 
year, in aid of superannuated clergymen, their wives and children, 
and report the annual amount of the same to each annual Conven- 
tion thereafter. 

Each minister in this Diocese having a church in charge, is to 
procure annual contributions to the Episcopal fimd, either by making 
a collection or otherwise, as he may deem best The Wardens in 
each Parish are to open a book for the subscription of money in hand 
or in annual instalments, at the option of the subscribers, and also 
for obtaining donations in hand or in any other species of property ; 
and such books, together with a report of any other collections for 
said fund, shall be laid before the Convention at their annual meetings 
by the respective clergymen of each Parish. 

Every clergyman in charge of a Parish in the Diocese, shall here* 
after furnish at each annual Convention, to the Education Conunittee 
a statement in writing of what is being done in his Parish, in the 
work of Education under the auspices of the church. 

A sermon on missions shall be preached at the annual meetings 
of the Convention, with particular reference to the support of mis- 
sions in the Diocese. The preacher to be appointed by the Bishop. 

Every clergyman in charge of a Parish in this Diocese, shall here - 
after take up a collection in his church annually on or near Epiphany, 
for the aid of Diocesan missions, and report the same to the next 
Convention thereafter. 
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I. At the opening of any session of the Convention, the President 
shall take the Chair, and shall continue to preside during the sitting. 
He shall possess the usual poweres of presiding officers in delibera- 
tive assemblies, to preserve order and decorum, and shall decide all 
questions of order, subject to an appeal to the House. He shall 
have the right to name any clerical member to perform the duties of 
the Chair ; but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
ment, unless directed by the House. The person so named shall 
possess all the povirers of the President, but shall not lose the right 
of voting while so presiding. 

n. If the Secretary of the preceding Convention be in attend- 
ance, he shall officiate as such until another be chosen. If he be 
not present, a temporary Secretary may be appointed, on motion, by 
a viva voce vote. 

ni« Afler the Chair being taken by the President, the Secretary 
shall call over the names of the Clergy entitled to seats in the Con- 
vention, and shall enter in the journals those who are preset. 
Notice shall then be given to the lay deputies to place their certi- 
ficates on the table. They shall be examined by the Secietary, and 
a committee of two members, to be appointed by the President 
Any irregular or defective certificate shall be suspended until a 
quorum shall have appeared. The names of the lay deputies, duly 
appointed shall then be called, and those who are present shall be 
entered on the journal. The irregular and defective certificates shall 
then be reported to the Convention, who shall decide on the admis- 
sion of the deputies named in them. 

IV. A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the Presi- 
dent shall declare the Convention duly organized. 

V. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention. He 
may appoint an assistant, who shall perform all the duties of the 
office in the absence of the Secretary. 
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shall make his desire known to the Bishop, who on being satisfied 
with his or her qualifications, and with the locality of the proposed 
school, shall license him or her, and shall appoint three discreet 
Episcopalians as visitors of the establishment. It shall be the 
duty of such visitors to vbit the school at least once a quarter, and 
examine the pupils and government thereof. They shall report to 
the Board of Education at each annual Convention, and to the Bishop 
oflener, if necessary, the true condition of the school, and endeavor 
generally to promote its true interests and efficiency. 

The Rectors of the several Parishes in this Diocese are to take 
up collections in their several churches on Christmas day of each 
year, in aid of superannuated clergymen, their wives and children, 
and report the annual amount of the same to each annual Conven- 
tion thereafter. 

Each minister in this Diocese having a church in charge, is to 
procure annual contributions to the Episcopal fimd, either by making 
a collection or otherwise, as he may deem best. The Wardens in 
each Parish are to open a book for the subscription of money in hand 
or in annual instalments, at the option of the subscribers, and also 
for obtaining donations in hand or in any other species of property ; 
and such books, together with a report of any other collections for 
said fund, shall be laid before the Convention at their annual meetings 
by the respective clergymen of each Parish. 

Every clergyman in charge of a Parish in the Diocese, shall here* 
afler furnish at each annual Convention, to the Education Conmiittee 
a statement in writing of what is being done in his Parish, in the 
work of Education under the auspices of the church* 

A sermon on missions shall be preached at the annual meetings 
of the Convention, with particular reference to the support of mis- 
sions in the Diocese. The preacher to be appointed by the Bishop. 

Every clergyman in charge of a Parish in this Diocese, shall here - 
afler take up a collection in his church annually on or near Epiphany, 
for the aid of Diocesan missions, and report the same to the next 
Convention thereafter* 
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I* At the opening of any session of the Convention, the President 
shall take the Chair, and shall continue to preside during the sitting. 
He shall possess the usual poweres of presiding officers in delibera- 
tive assemblies, to preserve order and decorum, and shall decide all 
questions of order, subject to an appeal to the House. He shall 
have the right to name any clerical member to perform the duties of 
the Chair ; but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
ment, unless directed by the House. The person so named shall 
possess all the povirers of the President, but shall not lose the right 
of voting while so presiding. 

IL If the Secretary of the preceding Convention be in attend- 
ance, he shall officiate as such until another be chosen. If he be 
not present, a temporary Secretary may be appointed, on motion, by 
a viva voce vote. 

III. Afler the Chair being taken by the President, the Secretary 
shall call over the names of the Clergy entitled to seats in the Con- 
vention, and shall enter in the journals those who are preset. 
Notice shall then be given to the lay deputies to place their certi- 
ficates on the table. They shall be examined by the Secietary, and 
a committee of two members, to be appointed by the President 
Any irregular or defective certificate shall be suspended until a 
quorum shall have appeared. The names of the lay deputies, duly 
appointed shaU then be called, and those who are present shall be 
entered on the journal. The irregular and defective certificates shall 
then be reported to the Convention, who shall decide on the admis- 
sion of the deputies named in them. 

IV. A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the Presi- 
dent shall declare the Convention duly organized. 

V. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention. He 
may appoint an assistant, who shall perform all the duties of the 
office in the absence of the Secretary. 
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shall make his desire known to the Bbhop, who on being satisfied 
with his or her qualifications, and with the locality of the proposed 
school, shall license him or her, and shall appoint three discreet 
Episcopalians as visitors of the establishment. It shaU be the 
duty of such visitors to visit the school at least once a quarter, and 
examine the pupils and government thereof They shall report to 
the Board of Education at each annual Convention, and to the Bbhop 
oftener, if necessaiy, the true condition of the school, and endeavor 
geneially to promote its true interests and efikiency. 

The Rectors of the several Parishes in this Diocese are to take 
up collections in their several churches on Christmaa day of each 
year, in aid of superannuated clergymen, their wives and childreny 
and report the annual amount of the same to each annual Conven- 
tion thereafter. 

Each minister in this Diocese having a cfanrch in chaige, is to 
procure annual contributions to the EjHscopal fimd, either by making 
a collection or otherwise, as he may deem besL The Wavfcna m 
each Parish are to open a book for the subecripdon of money in hand 
or in annual instalments, at the option of the subicriberBy and also 
for obtaining donations in hand or in any other species of pr op erty ; 
and such books, together with a rep<Ht of any other collections for 
said fond, shall be laid before the C<mvention at their annual meetings 
by the respective defgvmen of each Parish. 

Eveij clergyman in charge of a Parish in the Diocese, shall here- 
after fomish at each annual Conventioo, to the Edocation Committee 
a statement in writing of what Is being done in his ftrish, in the 
work of Education underthe aospices of the chnrch. 

A sermon on missions shall be iNrvacked at the *iw»"*l meetings 
of the ConTendoo, with particular reference to the s iypoit of nns- 
sioQs in the Diixce^e. The preacber to be appointed by the Bishop* 

Every clergyman in charge of a Ptrish in this Diocese, slmU here- 
after take up a c^>Ilec:ioa in hb church anmnllyonor near Ep^hai^, 
for the aad of Dkve j«n missions *Bd repvt the suHse to tbe next 
ConT\^ntion thcrejder. 



Unite of (JDrirtr. 



I. At the opening of any session of the Convention, the President 
shall take the Chair, and shall continue to preside during the sitting. 
He shall possess the usual poweres of presiding officers in delibera- 
tive assemblies, to preserve order and decorum, and shall decide all 
questions of order, subject to an appeal to the House. He shall 
have the right to name any clerical member to perform the duties of 
the Chair ; but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
ment, unless directed by the House. The person so named shall 
possess all the povirers of the President, but shall not lose the right 
of voting while so presiding. 

H. If the Secretary of the preceding Convention be in attend- 
ance, he shall officiate as such until another be chosen. If he be 
not present, a temporary Secretary may be appointed, on motion, by 
a viva voce vote. 

HI* Afler the Chair being taken by the President, the Secretaxy 
shall call over the names of the Clergy entitled to seats in the Con- 
vention, and shall enter in the journals those who are preset. 
Notice shall then be given to the lay deputies to place their certi- 
ficates on the table. They shall be examined by the Secietary, and 
a committee of two members, to be appointed by the President 
Any irregular or defective certificate shall be suspended until a 
quorum shall have appeared. The names of the lay deputies, duly 
appointed shall then be called, and those who are present shall be 
entered on the journal. The irregular and defective certificates shall 
then be reported to the Convention, who shall decide on the admis- 
sion of the deputies named in them. 

IV. A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the Presi- 
dent shall declare the Convention duly organized. 

V. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention. He 
may appoint an assistant, who shall perfonn all the duties of the 
office in the absence of the Secretary. 
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VL After the daily morning prayer, the order (rf* buiineM ehtD be 
follows : 

1. The reading, coirectinffy end mpprcmng of the Minatee of the p geoe dui g day. 
S. Calling the namee of abaent memben, and entering on the jommal these 

who appear. 
3* Reporto firom the Tarious Committeea. 
4. Motimia. Reaolntiotta and MiioellaneoiM Biiiini 



VII* The Bishop's Address shall be in order at any time. 

Yin. Every member who shall be present when a quesiion ie 
stated fix>m the Chair, shall vote thereon, miless excoaed by the 
House. 

IX. No motion shall be put or debated, unless it is seccmded ; and 
when seconded, it shall be stated by the President before debate ; and 
every motion shall be reduced to writing, when required by the Pre- 
sident, or any member. 

X. If the question in debate contain several distinct propoeitions^ 
any member may have the same divided* 

XI. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be receiv- 
ed, unless to pospone it indefinitely ; to postpone it to a certain time ; 
to lay it on the table ; to commit it, or amend it ; and motions for 
either of these purposes shaU have precedence in the order herein 
named. But a motion to adjourn shall always be in order, when no 
member is speaking, and shall be decided without debate ; and if it 
be negatived, it shall not be renewed until some new bubness has 
intervened* 

Xn. A motion to lay on the table shall be decided without debate* 
Xin* On a question being put by the President, it shall be deter- 
mined by the sound of the voices, for or against it ; but any member 
may require a count of the votes, and tellers for that purpose shall 
be appointed by the Chair ; or any three votes may, previous to a 
decision by counts, require the ayes and noes to be taken, which 
shall be done by calling clerical members and the churches repre- 
sented, and the vote shall be entered on the journal. 

XIV* Any five votes may require the ayes and noes, to be taken 
by orders, and when so taken they shall be entered on the minutes. 

XV. No member may speak more than twice on the same ques- 
tion, without leave of the House* 

XVI. A question being decided, shall not be reconsidered during 
the same session, without the consent of two-thirds of the votes of 
the Convention, nor without the motion for that purpose being made 
by one of the majority on a prior decision : nor shall any ijpiestiofi be 
reconsidered more than once. 



APPB5DIX. 89 

XVII. All special Committees shall be appointed by the Chair» 
miless otherwise specially directed by the House, in which case they 
shall be appointed by ballot. 

XVIII. No standing rule or order shall be suspended, changed, 
or rescinded, without one day's previous notice of a motion to that 
efiect, unless by the votes of two-thirds of the perscms present entit- 
led to vote. 

XIX. Before the final adjournment of any sesssion of the Con- 
vention, the minutes of the last day's proceedings shall be read» 
corrected and approved. 
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PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 



IN LOUISIANA: 



<&rau C^tirtl). St. JratuisnUU. 



NEW ORLEANS: 

B, H. NORMAN, PttBLIBBXB, 16 CAMP STREET, 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF THE CLERGY OF THE DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA, 

5th May, 1848. 

The Right Rev. LEONIDAS POLK, D. D. 
Bishop of the Diocese, residing near Thibodeaux^ Parish of I^afourche Interior. 

Rev. JOHN BURKE, 
Rector of St. James* Church, Baton Ronge, Parish of East Baton Roofe. 

Rev. CHARLES P. CLARKE, 
Rector of the Church of the Holy Trinity, city of Lafayette. 
Rev. FREDERICK DEAN, 
Minister of St. Peters' Church, and Missionary jn the Parish of Point Conp^e, Morganxia. 

Rev. CHARLES FAY, 
Missionary in New Orleans. 
Rev. JAMES A. FOX, 
President of Jefferson College, State of Mississippi. 
Rev. CHARLES GOODRICH, 
Rector of St. Paul's Church, New Orleans. 
Rev. B. GUION, 
Rector of Trinity Church, Natchitoches, Parish of Natchitoches. 
Rev. FRANCIS L. HAWKS, D. D., L. L. D. 
Rector of Christ Church, New Orleans. 
Rev. CHAPUN S. HEDGES, 
Minister of Grace Church, Mnnroe, Parish of Onachita. 
Rev. WILUAM B. LACEIT, D. D. 
Rector of Southern Institute for Young Ladies, Jackson, Parish of ESast Feliciana. 

Rev. ARCHIBALD H. LAMON, 
Rector of St. John's Church, Parish of West Baton Rouge. 
Rev. DANIEL S. LEWIS, 
Rector of Grace Church, St. Francisville, Parish of West Feliciana. 
Rev. SAMUEL G. LITTON, 
Rector of St. Mary's Church, Franklin, Parish of St. Mary. 
Rev. WILUAM JOHN LYNDB. 
Rector of Christ Church, Covington, Parish of St. Tammany. 
Rev. ALEXANDER McLBOD, 
Officiating at Lake Washington, State of Mississippi. 
Rev. AMOS D. McCOY, 
Rector of St. James' Church, Alexandria, Parish of Rapides. 
Rev. WILLIAM R. NICHOLSON, 
Rector of Grace Church, New Orleans. 
Rev. THOMAS D. OZANKE, 
Minister of Eglise Protestante Fran^aise, New Orleans. 

Rev. N. O. PRESTON, 

Rector of the Church of Annunciation, New Orleans. 

Rev. RODERICK RANNEY. 

Missionary to the Pilots and their families, Baliie, Parish of PlaqoemiBes. 

Rev. JOHN SANDALS, 
Rector of St. John's Parish, Thibodeanx, Parish of Lafourche Interior. 

Rev. WILLIAM STEELE, 

Missionary in the Parish of Caddo. 

Rev. W. C. STOUT, 

Missionary in the State of Arkansas. 

Rev. SPENCER WALL, 

Minister of a Colored Congregation, Parish of Lafourche Interior. 

Rev. N- S. WHEATOV, D. D. 

Late residing in New Orleans. 

Rev. CHARLES W. WHTTALL, 

Missionary of the Seamen's Bethel, Mew Orleans. 



LIST OF PARISHES IN UNION WITH THE CONVENTION OF 

THE DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA. 



ST. JAMES* CHURCH, Baton Rouge. 

St. JOHN*S CHURCH, West Baton Rooge. 

GRAC£ CHURCH, St. FranciiviUe. 

ST. MARY'S CHURCH, Bayou Goola. 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY. 

City of Lafayette. 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, Thibodeaux. 

ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, Vermillionvllle. 

TRINITY CHURCH, Natcbitocbet. 



ANNUNCIATION CHURCH, New OrleaM. 

CHRIST CHURCH, 

GRACE CHURCH, 

PROTESTANTS FRANCAISE '* 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, 
ST. JAMES' CHURCH, Alexandria. 
ST. MARY'S CHtRCH, Franklin. 
ZION'S CHURCH, St. Maitinaville. 
CHRIST CHURCH, Covin^n. 



MISSIONARY STATIONS. 



ASCENSION CHURCH, DonaldsonvUle. 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, Shreveport 

, Lake Providence. 

, Opeloasas. 



BETHEL CHURCH, Esplanade at. N. Orleans. 

, Carondelet street, " 

, Balize. 



GRACE CHURCH, Munroe. 



Colored Congr^ation, Lafoarche Interior. 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, Morganzia. 
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OF THE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION. 



GRACE CHURCH, ST. FRANCISVILLE, / 
Wednesday Morninq, 3d May, 1848. ^ 

This being the day and place appointed for the meeting of ther 
Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of the 
Diocese of Louisiana, the Rev. N. O. Preston, Rector of the Churcb 
of Annunciation, New Orleans, said the morning prajer, ReT# 
Thos. D. Ozanne, Rector L'Eglise Protestante Fran^ais, New Or- 
leans, read the Lessons, and the Rev. Charles A. Whitall, Missionary 
tj£ the Seamen's fiethel. New Orleans, preached a Sermon on 
Ordination, to a large and attentive congregation, after which the 
Rev. William John Lynd, Rector of Christ Church, Covington, 
i^as ordained, to the order of Priesthood, and Mr. Frederick Dean, 
was ordained, to the order of Deacon, in conformity with the rite» 
and usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America, and the Holy Eucharist was administered to the Clergy, 
and many of the Laity and Congregation. At half past one o'clock 
in the aflemoon the Convention came to order, when the Rt. Rev. 
Leonidas Polk, D. D., Bishop of the Diocese, took the chair a» 
President, and John L. Lobdell, the Secretary of the Convention of 
last year, called over the list of clergy residing in the Diocese, and 
who were entitled to seats, when it appeared that the following 
were present, who answered to their names, and took their seats in 
Convention, to wit: 
Rt. Rev. LEONIDAS POLK, D, D. 

Bishop of the Diocese, and President of ther Convention^ 
Rev. John Bubke, Rector <^ St. James' Church, Baton Rouge. 

^ Chasles p. Claskk, Rector of the Churcl^ of the Holy 
Trinity, City of Lafayette. 
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Rev. £. GuioN, Rector of Trinity Church, NatchitoclM^s. 
*' Fra:vcis L. Hawks, D. D., L. L. D., Rector of Christ Church, 

New Orleans. 

Rev. Archibald H. Lamon, Rector of St John's Church, West 
Baton Rouge. 

Rev. Daniel C. Lewis, Rector of Grace Church, St. FraBcisville. 

** W. John Lyndb, Rector of Christ Church, Covington. 

" W. R. Nicholson, Rector of Grace Church, New Orleans. 

** N. O. Preston^ Rector of Annunciation Church, New Orleans. 

" John Sandbls, Rector of St. John's Church, Thibodeaux. 

*' Spencer Wall, Minister of Colored Congregation, Lafourche 
Interior. 

*^ Charles W. Whitall, Missionary, Bethel, New Orleans. 

The President then appointed the Rev. Mr. Preston, and the 
Rev. Mr. Guion, a Committee to assist the Secretary, in examining 
the certificates of the Lay Delegates. The Lay Delegates placed 
their certificates on the Secretary'^ table after due notice, when 
said Committee reported, that after due examination, it was found 
that the certificates from the parishes of St. James, Baton Rouge ; 
St. John's, West Baton Rouge ; Grace, St. Francisville ; St John's, 
Thibodeaux ; Annunciation, New Orleans ; and Christ, Covington ; 
were in due form ; and that David Chambers, Doctor Timothy Fay, 
and Doctor W. B. Wood, for the Parish of St. James, Baton Rouge ; 
Doctor W. Jones Lyle, William Markham, and John L. Lobdell, 
for the Parish of St. John's, West Baton Rouge ; Doctor Ira Smith, 
Hon. James J. Weems, J. Dale Powell, Uriah B. Philips, for 
the Parish of Grace, St. Francisville ; Andrew A. Collins, Richard 
E. Butler, and P. L. Cox, for the Parish of St. Johns', Thibodeaux ; 
P. M. Ozanne, J. H. Rodenburg, and G. M. Mallett, for the Parish 
of Annunciation, New Orleans ; and Hon. George Strawbridge, 
John L. Markee, and Leonard Magee, for the Parish of Christ 
Church, Covington ; were entitled to their seats as Lay Delegates 
to the Convention. 

The names of the Lay Delegates having been called, the follow- 
ing answered to their names and took their seats in Convention, viz : 

Doctor Timothy Fay, Doctor Wm. Jones Lyle, Wm. Markham, 
John L. Lobdell, Doctor Ira Smith, Hon. James J. Weems, J. Dale 
Powell, Uriah B. Philips, and G. M. Mallett. A constitutional quorum 
being present, the President declared the Convention duly organised. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Hawks, it was then 

Resolved, that all Clergymen of good standing, belonging to other 



OF THB CONVENTION. 7 

I^iocescs, in communion with the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
the United States of America, and those of this Diocese, not having 
4c3anonical residences in the same, who may be present, at the 
sittings of this Convention, be admitted, and are hereby invited, to 
take seats in this Convention as honorary members thereof. 

When the Rev. Mr. Kerr, of the Diocese of Mississippi, and 
the Rev. Thomas D. Ozanne, Rector of the French Protestant 
Churchy of New Orleans, took their seats in Convention as 
honorary members. 

The Convention then, in conformity with the fiflh rule of order, 
proceeded to elect a Secretary for the Convention, for the ensuing 
year, when John L. Lobdell, one of the Lay Delegates, from St. 
John's Church, West Baton Rouge, was unanimously chosen by 
l>allot. 

There were then laid before the Convention several applications 
«f new churches for admission into union with the Convention, 
"^^hen the Rev. Dr. Hawks, and Doctor Ira Smith, were appointed 
ja Conmiittee to examine the documents and report thereon to the 
<]!onvention. The Committee after due examination reported, in 
ifavor of the admission of the following churches, to wit : 

Ist. Grace Church, New Orleans. 

2nd. L'Eglise Protestante Fran^aise, New Orleans. 

3d. Church of the Holy Trinity, City of Lafayette. 

Whereupon it was 

RewlTsedj that Grace Church, New Orleans, L'Eglise Protestante 
IFran9aijse, New Orleans; and the Church of the Holy Trinity, 
^ity of La&yette, be admitted into union with the Convention. 

The certificates of Lay Delegates for the Churches of L'Eglise 
^Protestante Franqaise, and the Church of the Holy Trinity, City of 
Xa&yette ; were handed into the Secretary, and after examination 
Iby the aforesaid Committee, were found to be in due form, and that 
Xucius C. Duncan, and Greer B. Duncan, were appointed for 
L'Eglise Protestante Fran9aise, and Augustus S. Phelps, Richard 
Kent, and John B. Patterson, were appointed for the Church of the 
Holy Trinity, who were each and all entitled to their seats. The 
Secretary then called their names, and Lucius C. Duncan, an- 
swered and took his seat in Convention. 

On motion it was then 

Rucivedj that the Rev. Mr. Preston, Rev. Mr. Guion, and Dr. 

Wnu Jones Lyle, be a Committee, to present to the Convention 
the names of suitable persons to cnmipose the Standing Committee, 
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the Deputies to the General Convention^ the Missionary Committee^ 
the Education Committee, and a Trustee of the general Theo« 
logical Seminary, for this Diocese, in place of the Hon. Thomas 
Butler, deceased. 

When said Committee retired, and after consultation reported the 
following names to the Convention, viz ; 

For the Standing Committee : 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Mr. L. C. DUNCAN, 

" Mr. PRESTON, " P. M. OZANNE, 

" " GOODRICH, " W. M. GOODRICH, 

For Delegates to the General Convention. 

Rev. Dr. LACEY, Hon. GEO. S. GUION, 

" " H\WKS, Mr. JOHN L. LOBDELL 

" Mr. GUIOxN, " J. DALE POWELL, 

« " LAMON, Dr. J. P. DAVIDSON. 

For Missionary Committee. 

Rev. Mr. PRESTON, Mr. P. M. OZANNE, 

« •* LEWIS, " W. M. GOODRICH, 

" " NICHOLSON, " THOMAS J. DIX, 

For EducaHon Committee. 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Hon. GEO. S. GUION, 
" " LACEY, " CHARLES WATTS, 

" Mr. LEWIS, Mr. L. MATTHEWS, 
" " NICHOLSON, " B. M. NORMAN, 

For Trustee of General Theological Seminary. 
Mr. JOHN L. LOBDELL. 

The President then appointed the following Committees, to 
further the business of the Convention, who where requested to 
examine the several matters belonging to their respective Com- 
mittees, and report to the Convention, viz : 

1st. Committee on New Parishes. 
Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Dr. IRA SMITH. 

2nd. Committee on Elections. 
Rev, Mr. PRESTON, Rev. Mr. GUION. 

Sd. Committee on the state of the Church. 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Mr. L. C. DUNCAN, 

" Mr. PRESTON, Dr. IRA SMITH. 

4th. Committee on Canons. 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Rev. Mr. SANDALS, 

Mr. J. DALE POWEL. 

bth. Committee on Reports of Treasurer. 

Hon. JUDGE WEEMS, Mr. G. M. MALLETT. 
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6tA. Committee on Unfinished Business 
Rev. Mr. BURKE, Rev. Mr. WHITALL. 

7th. Committee on Corporations, 
Mr. L. C. DUNCAN, Mr. J. L. LOBDELL, 

Mr. GEO. T. LACEY. 

Sth. Committee on Assessment/or Travelling Expenses ofBishop^ 4*^« 
Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Mr. L. C. DUNCAN, 

Dr. IRA SMITH. 
The Rev. Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Mallett, were appointed tellers 
to receive and count the ballots for the Standing, the Missionary 
and Education Committees. The Convention then proceeded to 
ballot for the members of said Committees, when it appeared on 
counting the ballots, that the following persons were elected, viz : 

For Standing Committee^ 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Mr. L. C. DUNCAN, 
" Mr. PRESTON, " P. M. OZANNE, 
« ** GOODRICH, " W. M. GOODRICH. 

For Missionary Committee, 

Rev. Mr. PRESTON, Mr. P. M. OZANNE, 

" « LEWIS, « W. M. GOODRICH, 

" " NICHOLSON, " THOS. J. DIX. 

For Education Committee. 

Rev. Dr. HAWKS, Hon. GEO. S. GUION, 
" « LACEY, " CHARLES WATTS, 

** Mr. LEWIS. Mr. L. MATTHEWS, 
•« " NICHOLSON, " B. M. NORMAN. 

The Rev. Mr. Lamon was appointed teller to receive and count 
the ballots for the person to be nominated to fill the vacancy of 
Trustee of the General Theological Seminary in the place of the Hon. 
Thomas Butler, deceased ; when on counting the ballots it appeared 
that John L. Lobdell. was nominated to fill the vacancy. 

On motion it was then 

ResoHvedt that the Convention adjourn until to-morrow jnoming at 
nine o'clock, which was accordingly done. 
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GRACE CHURCH-, ST. FRANOISVILLE, > 
Truesdat Moening, ninb o'clock, 4th Mat, 1848. 7 

The ConTention met according to adjounimeBt, the roll was 
called, and the minutes of the former proceedings were read^ 
corrected and approved. 

The Rt. Rev. James Harvej Otej, D. D., Bidiop of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Chmt:h, of the Diocese of Tennessee, being 
present, on motion it was 

Resolvedy that the Rt. Rev. Bishop OCey, be requested to take 
his seat in Convention at the side of the presiding 1 bishop. 

The following additional members appeared, answered to their 
names, and took their seats in Convention, to wit, Rev. Charles 
Fay, Missionary in New Orleans ; Rev. Amos D. McCoy, Rector 
of St. James' Church, Alexandria ; and Mr. David Chambers^ 
a Lay Delegate from St. James' Church, Baton Rouge. 

The Rev. Mr. Giles, of the Diocese of Mississippi, appeared 
and took his seat in Convention, as an honorary member, under the 
resolution heretofore passed. 

Certificates of Lay Delegates for Christ Churdk, New Orleans ; 
St. James' Church, Alexandria ; Grace Church, New Orleans ; 
Trinity Church, Natchitoches ; and St. Pauls' Church, New Or- 
leans ; were handed in, and examined by the Committee, who 
reported them in dne form, and that the following Lay Delegates 
under those certificates, were entitled to their seats in Convention, 
viz : 

From Christ Churchy New Orleans — John Nicholson, James 
Saul, R. Maury, H. Wilson, Washington Jackson, Charles Bjiggs^ 
Joseph Harrod, and Edward Chapman. 

From St. James* Churchy Alexandria — Dr. J. Pintard Datlds<^n, 
Willis Bonner, and Josiah Chambers. 

From Grace Church, New Orleans — ^A. P. Cleveland, John A. 
Mitchell, Thomas J. Dix, and R. Geddes. 

From Trinity Church, Natchitoches — ^Ambrose SompayMK^ sen* 
John Davidson, and John R. Williams. 

From St, Paulas Church, New Orleans. — B. M. Norman, Wm. 
M. Goodrich, W. B. Norcum, and F. R. Southmayd. 

The Secretary then caUed the names of said Lay Delegates, and 
the following answered and took their seats in Convention, viz : 
Dr. J. Pintard Davidson, Josiah Chambers, A. P. Cleveland, John 
A. Mitchell, B. M. Norman, and James Saul. 
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The Standing Committee then made their report, as follows : 

The Standing Committee reports that it has dm'ing the past year 
Tecommended to the Bishop 

For Priesfs Orders. — Rev. William R. Nicholson, Charles P, 
Clarke, Spencer Wall, William John Lynde. 

For Deacon^s Orders, — Mr. William C. Stout, Charles P, Clarke, 
William John I^de, Frederick Dean. 

FRANCIS L. HAWKS, Chairman. 

New Orleans, April 26, 1848. 

xThe Committee on Corporations made their report as follows, viz : 

The Committee on Corporations beg leave to report, that under 
Ihe new Constitution of the State of Louisiana a provision was 
made requiring general laws to be enacted by the Legislature of 
the State in &vor of Corporations. The Legislature of the State on 
the dOth of April, 1847, passed and had approved this general law, 
the provisions of which, in the ]}udgment of your Committee, will 
fully answer all the objects contemplated by this Convention, in the 
reference made to this Committee, in the year 1845. 

All such distinct corporations therefore as may be desired for the 
accomplishment of ai^ object, under the care and patronage of this 
church, whether in reference to the organization of new churchesi 
the establishment of schools, or the creation of Trust Funds for 
charitable or other purposes, may on proper application receive from 
the constituted authorities of the State all needM capacity and 
power* 

Referring therefore to the above recited law of the State of Lou- 
isiana, the Coomuttee beg to be discharged from the further consid- 
tni^oa 9f the nMitters heretofore referred to them. 

L. C. DUNCAN. 
JOHN L. LOBDELL. 

St. Fnuicisville, 4th M^, 1848. 

The Committee on Corporations were discharged accordingly by 
the Convention. 

It was then 

Resolved^ That the application of the Bethel Church of New 
Orleans to be received in communion with this Convention as a 
distinct incorporation, under the name of St. Peter's Bethel Church, 
New Orleans, be referred to the Committee on new churches. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Lamon, it was 

AbmAmA TM the Mowing be added to the JEUile^ of Order for 
Ihe flnt Jay'a sieeting of the Conyientionf to tn^ |id4ed iinn^eijl^tely 
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after the fifth Rule of Order, and called the tilth and eeTenth Ridee 
of Order, viz : 

VI. The President shall then appoint the Mlowing Com- 
mittees, to wit: 

1. Committee on new Parishes. 

2. "44 Elections. 

h. u u Q^^ of the Church. 

4. •* *• Canons. 

5. ^' ^ Reports and Accounts of TreosoTBrs* 

6. *' ^ Unfinished business. 

7. ** *' Incorporations. 

8. MM Assessments. 

9. ** to present names for Standing Committee. 

10. " to present names for Deputies to the Generml 
Convention. 

11. Committee to present names for Trustees of General TTieO" 
logical Seminary. 

12. Committee to present names for Missionary Committee. 

13. '' '* "« Education Committee. 

Vn. Rule of Order. — ^The Delegates to come prepared with 
quotas of Publication Fund, and Support of the Bishop. ' 

Rescltedy That the numbers of the present Rules of Order be 
changed so as to correspond with these amendments. 

It being half past ten o'clock in the morning, the Conrenticm took 
a recess for the purpose of joining in the religious exercises of the 
day, when the service was said by the Rev. Mr. Whitall, and the 
Lessons read by the Rev. Mr. Clarke, after which a sermon on 
missions was preached by the Rev. Mr. Nicholson, to a large andl 
attentive audience. A collection was then taken in aid of Diocesan 
Missions. 

The Convention again came to order at half past twelve, when 
the Bi^op read his Address, as follows. 



ADDRESS OF THE BISHOP. 

Brethren of the Clergy and Laity : 

Another year has elapsed, and we are by the providence of Grod 
brought together once more to interchange offices of broUierly love, 
to sympadiise with each other's woes^ to bear each other's burdeiney 
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and to take counsel as to the best methods of advancing tho interests 
of the kingdom of him who hath loved us and given himself for us. 

May his spirit preside over us, and bless us in our work* . 

In surveying the incidents of the past year, wBilst we may truly 
say that goodness and mercy have followed us as a church, we have 
not been left without some warnings, which teach us that this is not 
our rest. Death has been permitted to do his work among us, and 
for the first time since my connection with the diocese are we called 
upon to notice the decease of a clerical brother. The Rev. Wiley 
Peck, who was with us on the last occasion of our conventional 
meeting, with as strong a probability as any of our own number 
of being spared many years for the church's service, has been called 
to his account. He was cut down in the midst of his years and his 
usefulness, falling a victhn to a deadly disease, while devoting him* 
self to the relief of the sick poor and the dying of his parish. In 
his warm and affectionate christian heart, and his cordial devotion 
to the work of his master, we cannot but remember qualities which 
endeared him to us while living, and now call for a record of our 
sorrow, that we should have been thus early deprived of his presence 
as a companion and fellow laborer in the field which has been 
assigned us. 

Nor was our loss confined to the clergy only. We have been 
called to lament the departure of more than an ordinary number 
from among our flocks. Of these, 1 doubt not that the place of our 
j^sent meeting, will call strongly to mind one whose relations to 
otr portion of the church were such as to make his death an event 
not only truly distressing to his particular parish, but an afflictive 
dispensation to the whole diocese. The name of Judge Thomas 
Butler, has been so intimately associated ynth the church in Louis* 
iana, from its first organization up to the period of his death, as to 
have made him perfectly identified with it. It is believed that he 
Was absent from few if any of its conventional meetings, exercising 
always by his elevated sense of moral rectitude his great intelJi- 
gence, his sound judgment and known devotion to the best interests 
of the church, an Uifluence which was always recognized and ever 
treated with the deference due to such an assemblage of virtues. 
His loss is one which we cannot but feel acutely, and mourn with 
no ordinary sorrow. He died while he was on his way to take part 
in the deliberations of the kte General Convention of the church, and 
while therefore at his post engaged in the special service of his Lord 
•ad master. For the good exai^[^ of those of our fellow servants 
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who departed this life in hi8 fiiith and fear, we have assuredly ttMi* 
son to praise and bless God's holy name, and to beseech him to give 
us grace that we being followers of those who have inherited the 
promises, may with them be partakers of his heavenly kingdom. 

Since the period of n^ last report to the Convention, my episco* 
pal acts and other proceedings have been as follows : 

On Wednesday, 14th April, 1847, I held a confirmation in the 
church of the Annunciation, New Orleans, at which I confirmed 
thirteen persons. On Saturday, 17th, I consecrated to the service 
of Almighty God, Christ Church, New Orleans, in which service I 
was assisted by my Right Rev. Brethren, Drs. Otey, of Tennessee, 
and Freeman, Missionary Bishop of the South West. 

On the same occasion, I held a confirmation and admitted to that 
holy rite fourteen persons in the same church. 

On Sunday, 18th, I held an ordination in Christ Church, New 
Orleans, in the morning, at which I admitted the Rev, William B« 
Nicholson to the order of priesthood* At three, P. M. on the same 
day, I held a confirmation at the Seamen's Bethel, New Orleans, ^i 
which I admitted nine persons to that rite, and at 5, P. M. on the 
same day, I admitted to the same rite fifteen others, at St* Paul's, 
in the same city. On the fourth Sunday after Easter, I assisted at 
the services in St. John's church, Thibodeaux. 

On Whitsunday, I consecrated St. James' church. East Baton 
Rouge, at which time I confirmed three persons. 

On Trinity Sunday, I preached in St. John's church. West Baton 
Rouge, in the morning. I also preached in the same church in the 
aflernoon, and confirmed seven persons. (Colored.) 

The Wednesday and Thursday following, I spent in the parish of 
Point Couple, whe(i after the celebration of divine service by the 
Rev. Mr. Laman at the house of Mr. Charles Allen, on the For* 
doche, I preached and organized a congregation, which was called 
St. Peter's church. In this vicinity there are many families already 
attached to our church, and others desirous of attending its serviceSf 
and arrangements which we trust will meet their wishes, have been 
made for supplying them with the services of a minister. 

On the first^ Sunday after Trinity I preached at St. Francisville, 
and confirmed seven persons. 

During the week following I attended for several days the exam- 
ination of the pupils of the Southern Institution for young ladiea, 
at Jackson, an institution recognized by <h^ Convention aa a Dioc0* 
san school, and under the inmiediate aopervision of the Rev. Wm. 
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B. Lacey, D. D. It gives me great pleasure to bear testimony to 
the thoroughness with which the pupils have been taught in the 
various branches of education pursued in the Institute, and to the 
ample provision there made for the education of the young and I 
again commend it, without hesitation to the parents in the Diocese 
as offering advantages equal to any with which I am acquainted. 

On Sunday, the 1 3th, I preached in the College Chapel at Jack- 
son, in the morning, at which time I baptized ^ve children, and con- 
firmed two persons, pupils of the Southern Institute. In the after- 
noon of the same day, I preached in the same chapel. 

On Monday aflernoon, June 1 4th, I preached and held confirma- 
tion at St. John's church. West Baton Rouge, at which time I con- 
firmed four persons, and on the same occasion I celebrated a 
marriage. 

During the months of July and August, and up to the period of 
my departure for the General Convention in September, I supplied 
the pulpit of St. John's church, Thibodeaux, (the rector being absent,) 
and performed occasional duty for another congregation in the 
neighborhood. During this time I celebrated the holy communion 
twice, and baptized one infant. I also read prayers and preached 
at NapoleonviUe once, and baptized one infant. 

From the General Convention I did not reach home until the 20th 
of November. 

The results of this meeting as giving evidence not only of the 
extension of the church over an increasingly widening area, both 
at home and abroad, but also of her soundness in the &ith and 
firmness of determination to maintain wholesome discipline, have 
been so generally spread upon the public journals, that I need not 
do more than simply refer you to them for information upon those 
points. 

On the second Sunday after Christmas, I admitted Messrs. Chas. 
P. Clarke and William J. Lynde, candidates for orders in this 
Diocese, to the order of deacons. 

On the fourth Sunday afler Epiphany, I held a confirmation in the 
morning at the Seamen's Bethel, New Orleans, at which time I 
ecmfirmed twenty persons. In the afternoon of the same day I con- 
firmed two others at the Church of the Annunciation. 

On the 5th >Sunday after Epiphany I held a confinnation at St. 
Paul's Church, New Orleans, in the morning, and admitted to that 
rile eleven persons. In the afternoon of the same day I admitted 
eleven others te the same rite in Grace Church, New Orleans, and 
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at night I confirmed eleven others, in Christ Church, in the same citjr. 

On Septuagesima Sundaj, I read service in St. John's Chmch, 
Thibodeaux. 

On Quinquagesima Sunday, 1 assisted in the service at St. 
Mary's Church, Franklin. 

On Ash Wednesday I read the service and preached in Zion's 
parish, St. Martinsville, and baptized one infiait On the following 
day I baptized two children, in the same parish. 

On the same day I read the service and preached at New Iberia, 
on which occasion I baptized two adults and two children. 

On the first Sunday in Lent I preached in St. Mary's parish, 
Franklin, and baptized three children. I also on the same occasion 
confirmed two persons. On the following day I baptized one other 
infant, in the same parish. 

On the second Sunday in Lent I preached in Christ Church, 
Covington, and confirmed two persons in the morning. I also ad- 
ministered the Holy Communion. In the afternoon of the same day 
I read service in the same church. 

On the evening of the day following, March 20, 1 preached in 
Madisonville, in the parish of St. Tammany. 

On the fourth Sunday in Lent I preached to a colored congrega- 
tion in Lafourche Interior, baptized fifteen infiints and confirmed 
twenty-two persons. 

On the fifth Sunday in Lent I preached in St John's Church, 
Thibodeaux, and baptized three children. 

On the sixth Sunday in Lent I held confirmation in St. J<An's 
Church, Thibodeaux, and admitted five persons to that rite. 

On Good Friday I assisted in the services of the morning at 
Christ Church, Ne^ Orleans. 

On Easter day I preached in Christ Church, New Orleans, in the 
morning and confirmed two persons. In the afternoon of the same 
day I held an ordination in the Church of the Holy Trinity, in the 
city of Lafayette, at which time I preached and admitted the Rev. 
Charles P. Clarke to the order of priesthood. On the same occasiim, 
in the same church, I confirmed five persons. On the evening of 
the same day I held a confirmation in St. Paul's Church, New 
Orleans, and confirmed two persons. 

On Easter Monday I baptized a child in the parish of the Holy 
Trinity, in Lafayette. 

On the first Sunday after Easter I preached in the morning at the 
Church of the Annunciation, in New Orleans and confirmed eleven 



• ADDRESS OF THE BISHOP. 17 

persons. In the afternoon of the same day I preached in Grace 
Church, New Orleans, and confirmed thirteen persons. In the 
evening of the same day I held confirmation at the Seamen's Betnel 
and confin|3ed seven persons. 

During my visitation of the churches in New Orle'dns, I held two 
other confirmations in the Church of the Annunciation, on which 
occasion I confirmed three persons dnd baptized one adult. 

On the third instant, in Grace Church, St. Francisville, I admitted 
Mr. Frederick Dean, a candidate far orders in this Diocese, to the 
Order of Deacons, and the Rev. William J; Ljmde to the Order 
of Priests. 

I hdVe during the conventional year baptized thirty-five childreii 
and three adults, i have held twenty-six confirmations, at which I 
have confirmed two hundred and three persons. 

I have ordained seven persons to the offices of the ministry, four 
deacons Und three priests ; one of tfib former, the Rev. Mr. Stout, 
being by the hands of my Right Rev. Brother, the Bishop of Virginia, 
who kindly acted for me in the performance of the ordination ofiice. 

I have during the year consecrated two church edific^^, and have 
io report several others more or less ready for the same service. 

I have received into the Diocese the following clergymen by 
letters dimissory from other Dioceses. 

The Rev. C. S. Hedges, from the Diocese of Missouri ; 

The Rev. A. D. McCoy, from the Diocese of Massachusetts ; 

Aiid the Rev. Thomas D. Ozanne, from the Diocese of Win-' 
Chester, in England ; 

The first of whom! has taken cliarge o^ a hew ptLrish recently 
brganized, on the Ouachita, at Munroe. The second has taken 
tharge of St. Jam'es' Church, Alessandria, and the last of '' L'Eglise 
Protestante Fnch^aise," New Orleans, all of whom are laboring 
^ith ficoeptance in their re^ective fields. These, with the number 
4dded to the list of our clergy by ordination during the year, make 
tjiir present numl)er twenty-seven. 

Cnir present number of actual candidates for orders is one ; seven 
iAher persons are however in course of preparation for the ministry 
In this Diocese, more or less of whom will be shortly admitted. 

No perm'aiieht change has occurred in the fields of labor of the 

clergy during the year, excepting in the case of the Rev. Mr* Ranney, 

iirho hag esta^blisheJ ihe regular ministrations of the churcli a!t the 

Balize, naioirth oF the Mississippi, for the benefit of the Pilots and 

their fimdlies. Hl^ report will be before the CotK^enlvoii^ ^t^Vd 

8 
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Mr. Whitall, as a roUsion station of the Protestant Episcopal City 
Mission Society of New Orleans, and designed by those who origina- 
ted it and nurtured its infancy, to hefaret^ a free Church for Sea- 
men and Boatmen in Neyr Orleans. 

That this matter may ho better understood, your Conmiittee deem 
it proper to lay before the Convention such information as they are 
possessed o^ touching the City l^ission Society of New Orleans. 

Three yet^rs ago, with the approbation of the Bishop, ii public 
meeting of EpiscopalifiiPs in New Orleans, was called to take mea- 
sures for extending the church in that city« The meeting resulted 
in the formation of the society above named, and its plan of operation 
was to rent rooms, fit ^em up as chapels, and employ missionaries 
in them. F^nds for the support of these missionaries were drawn 
from a common fund created by the con^tributions of the Episcopa- 
lians of New Orleans. The afikirs of the Society are managed by 
an Executive Committee composed of the cleigy and of two laymen 
from each parish or station, and no business can be done unless each 
parish is represented. Soon after commencing operations, the Exe- 
cutive Committee resolved, with the entire concurrence of the Bishop, 
tp form a Mission S^tion near the shipping, for the especial benefit 
of Seamen and Boatmen, and to u^tke the Chapel forever free in its 
sittings, for the use of the classes just refered to. The present 
excellent missionary, Mr. Whitall, commenced as a lay reader, and 
9, beginning wa^ m^e. At the suggestion of one of your Com- 
mittee, the ^oung men of the Episcopal Church of New Orleans, 
\^ho were then contributors, in common with the rest of their 
brethren, to the: funds of the City Mission Society, formed an aux- 
iliary to that sopietjT under the name of the " Young Men's City 
Mission Auxiliary," and in imitation of their young brethren in 
some of our northern cities, took on themselves the support of the 
iTiission to seamen, ej^cept in the particular of paying the rent of 
the chapel. They were not thereafter expected to subscribe to the 
Parent Society, and very few di^ subscribe. It would be gross 
injustice to those young brethren not to say that they have nobly 
redeemed their pledge and performed what they undertook. After 
the formatioa of- the Young Mca's Society, the parent institution 
passed a resolutipn of thanks for their aid, and co-operated with them 
in appointing a. joint committee, from both Parent and Auxiliary 
Society, to wa^tch over the missioi^. Thus matters proceeded, har- 
moniously and. prosperously, as indeed they still do, but without any 
other organii^tjion than that already set forth, until November, 1847, 
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Rrhen some six or more of the Young Men's Executive Committee 
incorporated themselves by the act which they now present^ and on 
which they seek admission. It is proper also to add, that this step 
was taken by the Committee of the Young Men's Society, without 
any concert with the Parent Society, without its previous knowledge 
and without any action on its part That the Young Men's Society 
acted from good motives, and intended onl^jp the best interests of the 
mission, your Committee believes, and whatever difficulties may be 
found in this ease result from erro^ of judgment merely. Afler 
this, action on the part of the Young Men's Committee, the Parent 
Society, wnich) had been raising the meaofir by private contributions 
from Episcopalians generally both in and out of Ae city, and indeed 
in some instances out of the Diocese, appointed a Conomittee to 
examine sites, purchase ground, and erec^ a Chapel with as little 
delay as possible, to b& forever ffee in its, sittings for Seamen and 
Boatmen. That Committee has selected, has purchased, made a 
payment of 912000, and taken the bgnd from the vendor to make a, 
title to whomsoever they may direct, an<}} tl^is site is the ^ery place 
now occupied as a Chapel. The object oi^' the Parent Society is to 
take time and legal advice, that, when the property i^.transCerred, it 
may be so conveyed that while the legal title is secured to tha Church, 
it may be held forever as a (roe Church for Seafnen, and thus 
accomplish the gicCat purpose contemplated in the establishment of 
the mission. 

As the sole object of both the Parent and Auxiliary Sooiety is fk 
free Church, your Committee have thought best to recommend that 
the present application shall not be* granted, because, 

1st; They believe a better mode of accomplishing the object maj(. 
probably be found than that of ordinary parochial organization. 

2nd. The present organization, would not provide directly or iadir, 
rectly for the existence of a free Church, 

3d. If it were provided for, its perpetuity as such is not provided^ 
for, the Vestiy would have legal power to dispose of the sittings.- 
^s they pleas€^, and no power exists to control them. 

4th. The Parent Society has purchased and is to build : they there- 
fore are responsible. It is not right to put the legal title of their pro-, 
perty into the hands of a vestry, not even of their own number, noi; 
even of their own selection. 

It has appeared to your Committee, therefore that for the take o( 
caution it is best not to embarrass matters connected with the Bethel, 
by any pw)c)iial prganixMipii at p«!C|8en^ Its excellent missionary 
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is entitled to a seat hero, and the congregation which it is sought to 
gather there, unlike any other in the diocese, is made up of men 
who98 occupation leaves them no home, and who have no special 
interest in or need of representation here. 

The Committee would respectfully recommend that measures be 
taken by the Parent Society, to secure the title in perpetuity as a 
free Church ; and that if the Young Men's Society is disposed to 
continue its good work, that the temporal afiairs of the Station be 
confided to a Committee of the Young Men's Society, to be annually 
elected by themselves. This would answer all the purposes of a 
vestry without involving any difficulty. 

In view of all the facts, your Committee respectfully recommend 
the following resolution. 

Resolved^ that it is not expedient at present to grant the applica- 
tion from St Peter's Church, New Orleans, for admission into union 
with the Convention. Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCIS L. HAWKS. 
IRA SMITH. 

The Convention, on motion, adopted the Resolution reconmiended 
by the Committee on New Churches. 

It was then 

Resolved^ that Mr. Matthews, sent as a delegate from St Peter's 
Bethel Church, New Orleans, be invited to take a seat in Conven- 
tion as an honorary member. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Guion, the following entry and Reso- 
lutions were adopted. Whereas since the meeting of our last 
Convention, we have been called upon to mourn the decease of our 
beloved brother in the ministry, the Rev. Wilie Peck, therefore 

Resolved, that this dispensation of divine providence calls upon us 
who are yet spared, in emphatic terms, to be diligent and fiiithful in 
the discharge of our respective duties, remembering that the night 
cometh, in which no man can work. 

Resolved, that the Convention cherish with feelings of great 
pleasure, the remembrance of many amiable qualities in the char- 
acter of our deceased brother, which endeared him to us in the 
course of his brief career among us. 

Resolved, that this Convention sympathize with the widow of the 
deceased in her bereavement, and that the Secretary be directed to 
transmit to her a copy of these resolutions. 
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The Parochial Reports were then read and handed into the Sec- 
retary, and are as follows : 

ST. JAMES' CHURCH, BATON ROUGE. 

Baptisms — Infants, white, 7 

Marriaji^es, 1 

Confirmations, 3 

Burials, 4 

Communicants, last report 23, removed 4, added 6y « . 25 
Contributions for Church purposes, about $100. 

It is with great pleasure that the undersigned notices the much 
improved character of his church music, the earnest and praisewor- 
thy efforts of his choir, and the steady increase of his congregation. 
We are about to solicit the aid of our friends towards the purchase^ 
of an organ. We lament the removal from Baton Rouge, of sit: 
families, all members of the flock. 

JOHN BURKE, Rector. 



CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, CITY OF LAFAYETTfJ. 

Baptisms — InfantffO, total, . < 6^ 

Marriages, 3 

Confirmations, 4 

Funerals, 14 

Communicants, « . . IV 

Children in Sunday Schools, 60 

Teachers, 7 

Alms collected, one Communion, . • , ^8 40 
Collected for Church Grounds and Building tem- 
porary Church, .3,200 00—3,208 40r 

About thirty families are connected with the Congregation. 

A little previous to the time that I received licence as a lay rear-- 
der, which was June 25th, 1847, I commenced efforts to raiser 
inoney for the purchase of suitable grounds, and the erection of tf 
house of worship in the city of Lafayette. My endeavours Were so fai* 
successful that by the first of July, 1 felt myself warranted in making 
a purchase of three lots of ground in a central part of the city,^ 
Hiaking the first payment of $400. Soon after a congregation was 
organized according to law, under the style and title of '' the Church 
of the Holy Trinity," and the property was legally conveyed to the 
Vestry. My efforts to collect funds were continued until ttey were 
arrested by the desolating epidemic, with which cor city was visited 
the last smnnier. In the mean time I was occupied four months as 
a lay nader in Christ Church, New Orleans, in^ the absence of Dr*- 
Hftwior Daring, tlie prevalenoe of the yeYLow fe\eT, \ ^%a \sms^^ 
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iDccupied in visiting the siok, burying the dead, and mitigating as far 
lis possible the sufferings of my neighbours, until I myself was over- 
taken in the common calamity. But, thank God, it found me at my 
post, officiating in my humble capacity in the house of the Lord. My 
'whole family too, ^ere proitrated before this desolating scourge, 
but through the mercy of God, all have been graciously spared to me. 

On the 5th of NoVemb^r, ^e contracted for the building of our 
chapel, which is intended to serve the present purpose of a church, 
and ultimately to be an a{>p^ndage to a more spacious and command- 
ing edified. It is a substantial ahd neat biiilding, twenty-five by fifty- 
five feet, ^ith a vestry room in the rear, twelve feet square, with a 
gallery for the choir, [t is sufficiently large to accommodate 250 
persons ; the building is situated on a key lot, in the rear of ample 
grounds, frohting the river, which are reserved for our contempla- 
ted church; ^hese grounds are improved, fesced and ornamented 
with shade trees, and shrubbery. 

On the second of January, I was ordained Deacbn. Our Chapel 
was opened for divine service on Sexagesima Sunday, Feoriiaty 27th; 
On Easter Sunday, April 2^d, I was admitted to the ord^r of Priest- 
nood, at which time four {>ersons were confirmed. This was the 
first public drdination, confirmation, or conmunioh held by the 
Church, in the city of Lafayette. 

We have succeeded in raising three fhousitnd two hundred dollars, 
Vhich pays the two first instalments on the ground, and completes 
the payments on the building. For this we are greatly indebted Id our 
friends in New Orleans, ^ho have come up generously to our help; 
We have to make one payment more of about six hundred dollars, 
ivhich when done will free us from aU pecuniary liabilities. 

During the season of Lent, we have had public prayers, 4ritlt 
Occasional preaching, on Wednesdays, and Fridays, and during^ 
Passion \^eek, service every day ; these services have been as ^ell 
Attended as we had a right to expect. 

it is now ten weeks since our first assembling for public worships 
Shd although we have a hard soil to cultivate, it having long beeki 
neglected, we have abundant cause of encouragement. In making 
this first report of tfor Pairish, we would set up our Ebbn-bbes 
gratefully acknowledging that hitherto the Lord hath helped us. 
Our motto for the mtiire is Jbhovah Jibah, " the Lord will provide.** 

Ours is the only Episcopal Churchy in the City of Layette, it . 
occupies what will soon i^ a compmoding posiitiony but Sm ike pre^ 
^ent H wil} bare to be put ifpon the list oC i£imiiary ttalitai. *: 
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Rot. FREDERICK DEAN. Ordained on the 8d M&y, 1848, 
during the session of this Convention, and of course no ministerial 
duties to report. 

Rev. CHARLES FAY, Missionary, New Orleans. Report 
merged with the report of St. Paul's Church, New Orleans. 

Rev. JAMES FOX, President of Jefferson College, State of 
Mississippi. No report. 



ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 
Rbv. Chas. Goodeich, Rkctor. 

Rev. Mr. Goodrich, the Rector of this Church, was compelled 
by an imperative sense of duty, in accordance with the advice of his 
physician, to leave for a while the field of his useful labors, and 
journey to the North for the benefit of his wife's health ; up to the 
time of his departure (August 1st,) he has recorded, baptisms 17, 
(adults 1, children 16.) Marriages 6, Interments 8. 

Since that date to the present time, I have officiated as his sub- 
stitute, and performed the following ministerial acts. 

yftptuan* — ^27, (adults 4, children 23,) Interments 39, Marriages 10. 

It must be observed that a very large proportion of the bu- 
rials, several of the marriages and baptisms, were of persons not 
connected with St Paul's. 

Bsptisms— (Adnlti 5, CluIdrBn 39,) 44 

CoofinnatioiMii 35 

Cotnmnnicaiits, (removed 20, died 3, added 30,) . 109 

Manrisges, .... 16 

latenneiits, 47 

Sunday School— Scholars, 185— Teachers 23, ... 208 
« « for cdoi^ children — ^Teachers 4, . . 34 

Ccntribatioiui to Foreign Missions, . (150 

** " General Missionary objects, . 175 

** •* New Orleans City Missions, 400 

" « Parochial objects, ... 140 

" <* Of Ladies Sewing Society, towards 

payment of existmg cfaarch debt, 400 — 1265 50. 

CHARLES FAT, Reetor pro tempore. 

t 

TRINITY CHURCH, NATCHITOCHES. 

Baptisms— AdnlU 5, children* 17— Total, .... 22 

Comnmnieattt»-^-at last xepoft 58, " ... ^ '58 

" AdM l9 fMDO^ If »«w 9-*4otol .... 10 

Lot! "^dBithtS; ... 68 

% - ^tteirfnf, 18, ... 14 

4 
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FreMnt number, 53 

Marriages, S 

Bnriala, 9 

Sunday Scholars, 20 

Contributiona to Irish Relief Fund, (15 00 

•• •• Domeetie M inUma, , . . 35 00 

« « Foreign •• ... 25 00 

" *' Diocenn pnrpoeea, ... 20 00—^85. 

The Church of St James', at Alexandria, in the Pttriah of Ra. 
pides, which hitherto formed a part of mj pastoral charge, has 
within the last six months formed a distinct charge, and enjoys the 
exclusive ministrations of its own rector. The thirteen Communi- 
cants reported as lost by transfer, are the thirteen residing within 
the limits of that parish. Our own affairs continue unchanged in 
their spiritual features, and in the midst of many discouragements 
and trials, we have reason to be very thankful for the comparatively 
good measure of success with which we have been blessed. 

E. GUION, Redor. 



CHRIST CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

Baptisma— AdulU 6, Children 66— total, . 72 

Confirmations, 27 

Marriages, 15 

Funerals, 20 

Communicants, 210 

The parish is prospering in its temporal affiiirs : and we would 
fain hope its spiritual interests are advancing also. One <^ the 
most serious obstacles to the growth in this and in all our city con- 
gregations, is to be found in the migratory habits of a large part 
of our population. A very lar£;e majority of the permanent inhabi- 
tants of New Orleans are of the Church of Rome ; there are, as 
is supposed, between forty and fifty thousand protestants, when the 
city is full ; of these the Episcopal Church has a fair proportion ; 
but of these, when the season of business is over, a very large num- 
ber leave the city, and some return no more ; so that, at the 
commencement of each winter, our congregations are, to some 
extent, to be gathered anew. Notwithstanding these difficulties^ 
however, the church is making progress. 

Afler the consecration of the present building, the clergy of the 
city, with the Bishop's approval, resolved, that the daily services of 
the church should be performed, and that the duty should be divided 
among them. Christ Church has consequently been opea for prayers 
every day for the Ust half year, and gome one of tha Imidim of tte 
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clergy has always been in attendance and officiated. During Lent, 
when all the churches were open, the services in Christ Churchy 
have been performed for the most part by the Rev. Mr. Manser, 
and myself. The attendance at the daily service has been quite as 
good m was expected. The practice was new among our peofHe, 
yet have there been some who never &,iled to be present ; and by 
persevorance in our resolution to hold daily service, it is hoped and 
believed that the habit of attendance will become still more generaL 
Our climate however consols us to dispense with the daily prayers, 
during the intense heat of the summer, when most of our congre- 
gations are out of town. 

The congregation of Christ Church, has never in any previous 
year, contributed as much for various religious obiects as it has 
during the past. May they ever be ready to give in the love of God ; 
and may God reward them an hundred fold with spiritual riches. 

They have sent for the publication fund, $120, and are ready to 
meet the assessment which the Convention may make for the support 
of the Episcopate. 

FRANCIS L. HAWKS, Rector of Christ Church, N. O. 



GRACE CHURCH, MONROE, PARISH OF OUCHITA, 

The undersigned reports, that he commenced his labours in Mon- 
roe, in September last. From that period to the present, with but 
few interruptions, he has continued to discharge the duties of the 
ministry. A short time since, a congregation was duly organized 
according to the provisions of the canons, under the name of Grace 
Church. The prospects of the church here are considered encour- 
aging. We are now making efibrts to build a church the ensuing 
summer. Since I have been in this parish, I have baptized 1 adult, 
married 1 couple, and attended 3 funerals. The number of com- 
municants is not ascertained. There are several candidates ready for 
confirmation. A small Sunday School has been kept in operation. 

C. S. HEDGES, ReeUn^. 



SOUTHERN INSTITUTE FOR YOUNG LADIES, JACKSON, 

PARISH EAST FEU6lANA 

Since die bet ConTentioD, I have officiated one Sunday in Grace 
€3biiieh» 8t FniaeiflviOat and the rest of the Sundays in term time. 



\* 



^ 
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in the Southern Institute, preaching, in the morning, on the great 
duties of Christianity, and lecturing in the afternoon, on the cate- 
chism and the articles of religion. 

Baptised 1 white penoii> and 8 colored ehildreii, and attended 9 fiuMiale. 

The Southern Institute is nearly in the same condition it was, 
when I last reported. The number of hoarders has increased, 
and its prospects of continued prosperity are brighter now than they 
have been at any former period. 

WILLIAM B. LACEY, IteeUtr. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, WEST BATON ROUGE. 

BaptinmH-AdnltB, whiU 2, infanta 1. Colorai-^AdidU 8, 

Children, 99 110 

Confinnatione — ^white 4, colored 7, 11 

BuriaUi — ^white 3, colored 4, 7 

Communicants — white, added 3, died 1, • • • 23 

« colored, added 9, died 1. Excommnnioated 1, 63 

Contributed to Domestic MiMions, .... ffSH 00 
" superannuated Clergymen,. . . . 7 60 

** Parochial and Diocesan olijects, . 9 SO 

An Orgran purchased by the Ladies, 500 00 

Colored congregation on the plantation of J. L Lobdeil, 

for Afncan Mission, 10 00 

Colored congregation at the church for African Mission, 10 00 

$770 60 
The condition of the parish is steadily improTing. 

A. H. LAMON, ReeUfr. 



GRACE CHURCH, ST. FRANCISVILLE, PARISH W. FELICIANA. 



Baptiam^-' white, adnltaS, infants 7»ld \ 
Colored, " 4, " 18=22^ 

Confirmations, .... 

Mairiages, 

Intennenta, 

Communicants, . . . 

CoUectioBs — For Domestic Missiona, 
<* Diocesan, " 

*' Superanuated Clergymen, 

" Diocesan purposes, 



34 

7 

8 

17 

97 



$30 
70 
20 
50— (170 

Since our last Diocesan Convention an afflictive Providence has 
remoYod from diia church its long esteemed senior warden* 

He was a good man and devoutlj loved his church. His un- 
affected piety and conciUatoiy disposition, his sound dnich princi- 
ples and discriminating judgment, will long be remiqbifed .Ij nm 



his survivors. 



D. B. LEWI^' Mmior 
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH, FRANKLIN. 

The undersigned reports to the Bishop of the Diocese the an- 
nexed statement of his parish, as taken from his register : 

Baptisms, (infant,) white 14. Colored 15— Total, . . 29 

Confirmations, d 

Communicants — withdrawn 2, removed — present number, . 11 

Marriages — ^white 6, colored 2, 8 

Interments, 9 

Our church is yet in an unfinished condition. Arrangements 
have however been made to complete it, with the exception of the 
pews, pulpit and reading desk, which are to be procured in the 
north. It is hoped that the building will be ready for the pews, dz;c. 
by the ensuing fall. An attempt has been made to establish a Sun- 
day School, but the effi>rt proved unsuccessful. As we have no 
room for this purpose at our disposal, it has been deemed advisable 
to abandon the matter until we get into the church. The attend- 
ance upon the services continues to be very good, and the interest 
in behalf of Zion is truly encouraging. 

SAMUEL G. UTTON, Rector. 



CHRIST CHURCH, COVINGTON. 

The Rector reports for the past year — 

Baptisms — Children 2, 2 

Burials, * . 4 

Confirmed, 2 

Communicants, 16 

Sunday Scholars, . 30 

This church has been without the regular services of a clergyman 
«ince the death of its lamented rector, until the 15th of January last, 
when the present rector assumed the labors of the ministry. Ser- 
Tices have been held at the town of Madisonville, in the vicinity, 
-and it is purposed to extend the line of missionary labor to the 
villages of Mandeville and Louisburg; in all which places the 
undersigned intends to carry on the work of his ministiy. 

April 29, 1848. W. J. LYND. 



ST. JAMES* CHURCH, PARISH OF RAPIDES. 

Baptisms Adults, white 4, infants, do. 7, colored 3. Total, 14 

Commaiouiti— Added 7. Total SO 

Maniiif% 1 

1 

t*llWoos, 915 60 
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The undersigned entered upon hit duties as minister in Alexan- 
dria on the first Sunday in Advent, November, 28th, A. D. 1848. 
The court house has been used as a place of worship. Each Sun- 
day three services have been held and well attended* On Sunday 
nights the service and sermon have been especially for colored 
persons, who by attending in large numbers, and giving most 
earnest heed to what they have heard, have indicated that the efforts 
for their spiritual good are duly appreciated by them. 

On three occasions services have been held in different parts of the 
parish for several days in succession. The numbers present who 
joined in the services and attentively heard the word preached, have 
induced the belief that this kind of labor may be farther prosecuted 
with profit. 

The subscription for the purchase of a lot and the erection of a 
church, has been increased to 94200. A part of this has been col- 
lected. The lot is purchased and paid for, and it is confidently 
hoped that the church will soon be built, firee of debt. 

Recently $200 has been subscribed towards the establishment 
of a female seminary in the parish, which is expected to be soon 
in operation. 

A similar effort is contemplated for the establishment of a male 
seminary in another part of the parish. 

A. D. McCOY, Redor. 

GRACE CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

Baptismfi — InfantR, white 18, colored 7 ; adults, white 1 — 

makins in all, 26 

ConfirmatioiJI^all white, 34 

Coinmanicantfl — ^reported last Convention 25 ; since which 
time there have heen deaths 2 and 3 removals — the 

present number being 90 

Funerals, 62 

Marriages, 529 

Sunday School — Scholars ISO on the book, average attend- 
ance beiuff 7*5. Teachers, male 8, female 10. 
Collections — for Missionary purpose, . . ^50 

« for New Orleans Bible Society, . 41 

« for benevolent purposes, . 269 47^ 

WM. R. NICHOLSON, Rector. 

REPORT OF L'EGLISE PROTESTANTE FRANCAISE, OF N. O. 

Having but recently commenced operations in this newly organ- 
ized pariah, I hare but little to lay befiire the Conirantioii. I entered 
my doties on the first of April last, and havie Tuileil as uuqr 



OF THE OONVBNTION. 31 

< 

French fiimilies as I could gain access to. I have also held senrice 
in French/ in Christ Church every Sunday since then, at 1, P. M.y 
that church being kindly lefl at our disposal by the rector and vestry, 
at such hours as the congregation itself does not use it, until we 
could get a suitable place of our own wh||e. service might be held. 
The attendance has, as yet, been but ^mll, but we hope that by 
increased visiting and patient continuance^in well doing, we majc 
reap our reward, 4 

There is a wide field of labor for us to enter upon in the city of 
New Orleans, there being at least 42,000 French populatibn, and 
no minister, until very recently, preaching tojthem the pure truths of 
the Gospel. We have many difficulties to contend with, but we 
hope and trust, by the divine blessing, to succeed in our endeavor^ 
and plant a church in their midst. Our work met with the warm 
approbation of the Bishop of the Diocese, and with the (earty co- 
operation of all those in the city who are interested in the spread of ' 
the Gospel among us, and we are very much encouragedto persevere 
in our work. 

Though our church be admitted as one of the regular parishes of 
the city, our operations are almost entirely of a missionary character, 

THOS. D. OZANNE, Rector. 



CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION, NEW ORLEANS. 

Baptisms — Adults 9, children 31, total ... 40 

Confirmations. . . S9 

Marriages, « ^^ 

Communicants— former report, '70 

« died the last year 3, removed 35, . 36 

*< added 41, present number, ... 83 

Interments — ^Parishionora 8, Non-Parishioners 6, . 14 

Sunday School— Teachers 18, Scholars 150, . . 168 

Colleotions distributed to Missionary and other objects, $ 150 

applied to our own church, . . . 1000 



it 



The temporal condition of the parish has been somewhat embar- 
rassed by heavy expenses, incurred in repairing the church edifice. 
But by a munificent gift of (817, (from an individual who wishes 
not his *' left hand to know what his right doeth,") and by the united 
and peraevering exertions of practical vestrymen, the embarrass- 
ment after the present year will be greatly relief. 

ftm iphitBit conditim cf the parifh was never se flowishing as 
The Lnd ha8» to a degree, which demands our hearty 
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thaidUf blessed the means of his own appointment to the tmpitnre- 
ment of the graces of his children, and the conversion of several 
souls, as we charitablj believe, from ^ darkness unto lighL" 

N. QGDEN PRESTON, Rector. 



Balisb, April 22d, 1848. 

The Rev. R. H. Rannej, oflkiating at the Balize, La* reports 
that since the meeting of the last Convention, he had officiated 
chieflj at the Balize ; where through the liberalitj of the Pilots^ 
and the income of his School, he has been able to support himself^, 
without making a demand upon the public treasuiy of the church. 

Baptims— Childisa, white 25, colored 7, ... 33 

Funerali, Adults 4, Infant 1, $ 

Commimicantf, addeo 2, , 4 

Familiea in attandaaoe, • 37 

Sunday School papUa, 31 

" « Teachen, 4 

Prayer Bookf diatribated, GO 

Contribution to the N. O. B. Society, .... 7 
Eight or nine thoosand pages of Tracts also distrihoted. 

R. H. RANNEY. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, THIBODEAUX. 
Rev. John Sahdbls, Rector. 

Baptisms — Whiles, adults 2, infants 5, Colored adults 2, 

Infants 40— total, 4^ 

S 

9 

10 

12 

71 



Confirmations in the church, 5, private 1, 

Marriages of white persons 1, of colored 1, 

Fnner^ of white persons 9, colored 1| . 

Sunday School Teachers 

« '* Schdan 

Communicants, reported last year 19, added 5 ; oror of last 

year 2, colored 2 — ^present nsmber, ... 98 

Contribution, for Sunday School pvpoees, . ( 10 00 

'* to Diocesan Missions, ... 85 00 

" « pay a debt on the church, 1200 00 

•< « purchase a bell, . 225 00 

<* '' fund in aid of superannuated clergymen, IS 00 

<• <' diocesan purposes, .... 65 00 



Rev. WILLIAM STEEL, Missionary in Parish of Caddo. No 
Report. * > 

Rer. WILLIAM C. STOUT, JMSsdonair in AticiikMl. JXo. 



Repoit. 



i;: 
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COLORED CONGREGATION, PARISH LAFOURCHE INTERIOR. 

In regard to the condition of my charge, consisting of a colored 
congregation on an estate near Thibodeaux, parish of Lafourche 
Interior, I have to report : 

Marriages, ... * 2 

Baptisms — Adults 2, children 5. Total, .... 7 

Confinnations, 23 

Communicants, . .... . . 91 

Of these thirty-five are new members, and all belong to the same 
estate. The good work of grace is progressive ; others have ex- 
pressed a wish to become members of the church. Sunday School 
pupils, 130. Oral instruction is given them every Sunday. The 
moral and religious improvement of these colored children is quite 
remarkable. SPENCER WALL. 



Rev. N. S. WHEATON, D. D., residing in New Orleans. 
No Report. 

ST. MARY'S CHURCH, Bayou Goula. No Report. 
ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, VermiUionville. No Report. 
ZION CHURCH, St. Martinsville. No Report. 
ASCENSION CHURCH. Donaldsonville. No Report. 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, Shreveport. No Report. 
MISSIONARY STATION, Lake Providence. No Report. 
MISSIONARY STATION, Opelousas. No Report 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, Morganza. No Report. 



HEPORT of ST. PETER'S CHAPEL FOR SEAMEN, BEI^G THE 
« BETHEL" OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN 
NEW ORLEANS. 

The undersigned, as chaplain, respectfully reports to the Bishop, 

^8 follows : 

During the twelve months since the last annual Convention, he 

lias sold and distributed gratuitously, 

211 copies of the Bible in English. 

300 '* of the New Testament in English. 

49 " of " «« . in French. 

68 « rf •« ** in Germat 

« if •• « in Spanish. 

9 <" of ** "* in Italian. 

5 
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He has abo giren away 85,000 pages of printed tracts, 

172 Manuals of Prayer. 
64 Books of Common Prayer. 
And has sold 478 bound volumes of religious books in the Eng- 
lish, German and French languages. 

The ministerial duties performed during the same period have 
been as follows : 

Burialf, 215 

BapCiniii, 190 childreii, 9 adoKs. Total, ... 199 

MarriafM, 109 

Confirmed, 28 

The Commimicaiitt are in nomber, 106 

The Sunday Scbolan are 93 

Teachen, ......,.•• 12 

Divine service has been regularly held thrice on every Lord's 
day, and a weekly lecture has been delivered on each Friday night 
The general attendance on the services has been of a most encour- 
aging character. It has repeatedly happened that the present 
chapel has not been able to contain those seeking admission. la- 
deed the need of enlarged accommodations has been so obvious for 
many months, that the City Mission Society of New Orleans re- 
solved some time since to solicit aid to purchase a proper site and to 
erect thereon a chapel of sufficient size. By the blessing of God 
their efforts have been so far successful that they have been able to 
secure an advantageous site, on which they have made all the cash 
payment that was required. The site purchased is the ground on 
Esplanade street on which the building now occupied as a chapel 
stands. It is to be remembered that the present place of worship is 
a large dwelling house, one floor of which was converted into a 
temporary chapel. Beside the ground occupied by this building, 
the lot contains ground enough for a chapel of sufficient dimensions 
to be placed by the side of the dwelling house, and to front, as that 
does, on Esplanade street. 

The selection was made with reference to the future plans for the 
usefulness of the mbsion, which will now be briefly presented. 
Beside preaching the Gospel to seamen, experience has shown that 
for their moral and spiritual good, it is indispensable that two other 
particulars should not be lost sight of: 1st. Seamen who are christ- 
ians, or disposed to be so, should be provided vrith a comfortable 
^oardtn^ house^ viiere they will be free fitun temptaliiaii^to excess, 
and where also they may be strengthened and eaoomafM in ^[ood 
resolutions. 2d. They should be provided with a inifijHn [i^o|t 
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which they maj resort in the leisure of the evening, and find suitable 
books and papers wherewith to occupy the time. For this purpose 
a reading room is necessary. The undersigned has been too long a 
sailor himself not to be aware of the importance of these things. 
In purchasing the property above described, the plan of the City 
Mbsion Society is to construct the chapel along side of the dwelling 
house, making its basement story a reading room, and attaching to 
it also apartments^ for the chaplain. The dwelling house will then 
be restored to its original purpose and be made a sailor's home, to 
be under the care of a proper person, and the whole to be subject to 
the supervision of the chaplain, who will have every department 
directly under his eye. In the reading room will be placed a library 
and such newspapers as may be proper, for the gratuitous use of 
seamen in the evening. This is a brief outline of the plan. The 
chapel will be built as soon as possible. Some funds are in hands 
and more are promised, so that the undersigned has little doubt (should 
God spare his life,) of being able to report at the next C<mvention, that 
the whole plan has been successfully accomplished. It must not be 
forgotten that a part of the plan is to aid in sustaining the expenses of 
the Mission, by the rent that is paid for the dweUing house or sailor's 
home ; and thus to secure perpetuity to the work of providing for the 
souls of seamen who may visit New Orleans. The Lord has thus 
wonderfully helped us, we will bless His holy name, and go forward. 

CHARLES W. WHITALL, 

Chaplaiii ef the City Miasion Society, to St Peter's Chapel for Seamen, N. O. 
May lit, 1848. 



It was then, 

Rudlvedj that the Bishop's address, and Parochial Reports, be 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

The Committee on Canons, recommended the adoption of the 
following Canon, as a substitute for first Canon, viz : 

To entitle any new Parish to be admitted into union with this Con- 
vention, it is required of those forming said Parish, to conform to the 
provisions of an act of the Legislature of Louisiana, entitled *' an act 
providing for the organization of certain corporations in the State," 
and approved April, SOth, 1847; and such Parish, applying for admis- 
sion, besides piodiieiiig a duly ceitified record of their compliance with 
said md^ shall also piodiioa evidence of their having adopted resolu- 
Jbaedediriiig; Asir adhesion to the Constltuticm and Canons oTthe 
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General Conventioii of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the 
United States of America, and also to the Constitution and Canons 
of the Diocese of Louisiana. 

Which was accordingly adopted by the Convention, and the first 
Canon changed in conformity thereto. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Guion, it was 

Resolvedj that a Committee of five persons, be appointed by the 
President of the Convention, for the purpose of recommending siKh 
amendments, alterations, and additions to the Constitution and Canons 
o( the Church in this Diocese as the circumstances may seem to re- 
quire, and to report the result of their deliberations at the next annual 
Convention : and with a view of aiding the Committee in arriving 
at a satisfactoiy result, the members of this Convention be request- 
ed to lay before the Chairman of the Committee in writing, at an 
early period of the year, a statement of their views and wishes in 
regard to any alterations in the Constitution and Canons that have 
already been proposed, or may hereafter suggest themselves, with a 
view of having our laws and regulations conform as fitr as possible 
to the changed condition of the affairs of the church in our own 
Diocese since its first organization. 

When the President appointed Rev. Dr. Hawks, Mr. L. C. 
Duncan, Rev. Mr. Goodrich, John L. Lobdell, Mr. J. DalePowel, 
this Committee. 

The Convention then took a recess until half past three o'clock 
in the aflemoon, and again came to order at 4, P. M. When the 
Rev. Mr. Clarke, and Mr. Mallett, were appointed tellers to receive 
and count the ballots of the members of the Convention for Delegates 
to the General Convention. After counting the votes it was found that 
the following persons were elected, viz : 

Rev. Dr. LACEY, Hon. GEO. S. GUION, 

« « HAWKS, Mr. JOHN L. LOBDELL, 

" Mr. GUION, " J. DALE POWEL, 

« " LAMON, Dr. J. P. DAVIDSON, 

On motion, it was 

Resolved^ that when this Convention finally adjourns it shall be 
adjourned for the next annual Convention, to meet in St. John's 
Church, Thibodeaux, on the second Wednesday after Easter next. 
The proposition of Mr. P. M. Ozanne, submitted at last Con- 
vention, to amend the 1st Canon, by requiring that none but mem- 
bers «of the church and communicants be eligible &r the oflibe of 
Lay Delegates to the Diocesan or General CooveutiiM^" antf ereA^ 
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Vestry of this Diocese shall have at least two thiitls of its members 
communicants, including the Wardens, was taken up and rejected 
unanimously. 

The proposition of the Rev. Mr. Guion, submitted at same time 
to amend the 3d Article of the Constitution, by striking out the ^rords 
*' have officiated six months," and insert the words '^ be officiating,^^ 
and to amend the 8th Article of the Constitution, by inserting after 
the word proposed, '' and received,^^ were taken up, and adopted. 

The communication of the Resolution of the General Convention, 
to the different Diocesan Conventions, proposing to strike out from the 
1st Article of the Constitution of the General Convention, the words 
** first Wednesday in October," and insetting the words ^^Jirst Wed' 
nesday in September^* in their place, was placed before the Conven- 
tion, and the consideration thereof^ postponed until next Convention. 

The Missionary Commitee made their report as follows : 

The Diocesan Missionary Committee respectfully report that 
during the past Conventional year, the following sums have been 
received and disbursements made. 

From St. John's Church, Thibodeaux, . . (65 00 

" Grace " St. Francisville. . . 70 00 

" a collection daring the Convention, . . 70 00 

Paid to the Rev. Geo. B. Manser, 
Paid to the Rev. C. P.Clarke, 

By balance in the Treasuary. 

N. O. PRESTON, Chairman. 

The Treasurer of the Diocesan Missionary Society of Louisiana^ 
submitted his account,, and the same was referred to the Committee 
for auditing Treasurer's accounts. 

The Treasurer of the Convention submitted his accounts and 
Touchers, and the same were refered to the same Committee. 

An interesting verbal statement of the history of the commence- 
ment of the French Protestant Episcopal Church, of New Orleans, 
now in conmiunion with the Convention, was made to the Convention^ 
by Mr. Lucius C. Duncan, who also stated and showed the amount 
and value of the property owned by that church, in New Orleans, 
with the future prospects of usefulness and prosperity held out to the 
Rector, Wardens and Vestry,* and the congregation who have, or 
may attach tlMmaelves to the same. 

Aftei wUokttiB Covfentiim a^iournad until to*morow momipg at 
o'deek. 
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GRACE CHDRCH, ST. FRANCISYILLE. 

May, SCh, 1848. 

The Convention met according to adjournment, at 9 o'clock this 
morning, when the roll was called, the minutes of the former pro- 
ceedings read, corrected, and approved. 

The Rev. Mr. Burton, of the Diocese of Tennessee, appeared in 
Convention and took his seat as an honoraiy member. 

The Committee on Treasurer's Reports, stated that they had ex- 
amined the account and vouchers of the Treasurer of ther Diocesan 
Missionary Society, and found the same correct, the Convention 
accepted the report and passed the account as follows. 

The DIOCESAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY of Lauitiana, in oMotml 

with B. M, NORMAN, Tremturer, 

184a May 4. To Cash paid Rev. Mr. Manser, Bbhop P<^'8 order 

to J. L. Lobdell, Esq. f 75 00 

« •* To Cash paid Rev. Mr. Clarke, . . 50 00 

^ « To halance in Treasurer's hands, . . 80 00 



f 205 00 

1848. Jan. 2. By Cash received from the Rev. Mr. Sandeb of St 

John, Thibodeaux. .... f^50 00 
*< May 4. By Cash received from Rev. Mr. Lewis, Grace Church, 

St. Francisville, .... 140 00 
« « By Cash received from the Rev. Mr. Sandals of St 

John's, Thibodeaux, . . . 15 00 



•205 
By balance, 



St FraneiwiUe, May 4, 1848. B. M. NORMAN, Treamrer. 

The Committee on Treasurer's Reports also reported that they had 
examined the accounts and vouchers of the Treasurer of the Con- 
vention and found the same correct, and recommended that they be 
audited and passed. The Convention accepted the report and passed 
the accounts, which are as follows, viz : 



Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of LouisiatM, 

1847. To JOHN L. LOBDELL, Treasurer, Dr. 

April 14. To amount of balance due Treasurer, as per last Report, ffl93 75 
June 1. To amount paid the Bishop, on account of travellinsr ex- 
' penses for the year 1847. The quotas of St Paul's 
Church, N. O. (50; Christ Church, N. O. draft, 
9 100 ; St John's Church, Thibodeaux, draft, $35 ; 
Grace Church, St Francisrille, draft, 935,ana Church 
of the Annunciation, N. O. draft, ^35. ^ee Reoeq»t 
No. 1, • . . .y 245 00 

June 4» To amount paid B. M. Norman for poblishbf 600 eopias 
of the Ninth Annaal Convientloii, 1847.^ Seetipt' 
and bill. No. d, ^ Jt HI, 
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Oct SO. To amount paid 6. G. Van Wagrner, Treasurer of the 
General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, U. S for the quota of the Diocese of Louis- 
iana towards the Contingent Expenses of the Greueral 
Convention for the year 1847, $19 ; and the full 
quota of 1844, tj^ll; and special quota for 1844, 
95 50 ; in all, $35 50. See receipt No. 3, 35 50 

To amount tranferred to fund in aid of superanuated 

ministers, their wives and children, . . . 99 00 

1848. To amount tranferred to the Episcopal Fund, . . 5 00 

May 4. To amount transferred to superanuated ministers, their 

wives and children, . . . . 7 60 

To amount paid Bishop's travelling expenses, collected 
from St John's Church, West Baton Rouge. Voucher 
No. 4, . . . . . 75 00 

To amount paid do. for d<h firom St James', Baton Rouge, 

and St. James', Alexandria Voucher No. 5, 20 00 

To balance in hand towards publication and other expenses, 102 75 



$766 66 



1847. Cr. 

April 14. By amount of publication fund from Grace Church, 1846,omittee. $5 00 
By amount of publication fund from Grace Church, 1847, 15 00 

By do. do. do. do. St James*, B. R. « 10 00 

By do. do. do. do. Annunciation, N. O. << 10 00 

By do. do. do. do. St Paul's, N. O. « 15 00 

By do. travelling expenses of Bishop for 1847, St 

Paul's, NO... . . . . 50 00 

By amount of do. do. St. James', Baton Rouge, 15 00 

By do. on fund for superannuated ministers, their wives 
and children, from St John's Church, West Baton 
Rouge, collected hi 1845, . . • . 15 00 

By amount of do. do. from Grace Church, St Francis- 

ville, 1845 and 1846, . . . . 84 00 

By amount of do. Episcopal fund in support of the Bishop 

from Trinity Church, Natchitoches, 1846, . . 5 00 

June. By amount ot drafts given to the Bishop on account of trav- 
elling expenses for the year 1847, viz : quota of Christ 
Church, N. O. $100 ; Annunciation Church, N. O. 
$25 ; St. John's Church, $35, and Grace Church, 
St Francisville, $35, ..... 

lifay 3. By amount of Christ Church, N. O. publication fund, 
By do. Church of Annunciation, N. O. do. 
By do. St John's Church, W. B. Rouge, da 
By do. do. do. do. travelling 

expenses of Bishop, up to 1848, 
By amount do. collection of Orphan Fund, 
By do. St James' Church, Baton Rouge, publication 
fund, 1848, ...... 

By amount of St. James' Church, Baton Rouge, travelling 
expenses, 1847, ..... 

By amount of Grace do. St Francisville, pub. fund, 1848, 
By do. St John's do. Thibodeaux, do. do. '46, '47, '48, 
By do. St James' do. Alexandria, 1848, 
By do. do. do. do. tnvellmg expenses, 1847, 
By do. Trinity do. Natchitoches, publication fond,, 
1847 and 1848, 



hudio ptyPhbHiaffaM, te. $102 75 

X I* liOBPKlifc Stcnttry and TVeomrer. 



195 00 

120 00 

10 00 

30 00 


75 00 

7 60 


10 00 


15 00 
15 00 
30 00 
10 00 
5 00 


20 00 


$766 60 
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JOHN L. LOBDELL, Tremtwrer of ike ComoeiUmm #f ike Pr^UtUmt 
184(^. Episcopal Ckurck, of Louitimna, Db. 

May 3. To amount of Fund to aid Snperanuated Ministere, their 
wives and children, receiTed 14th April, 1847, 
To amount of interest on same for one year at 8 per cent, 
per annum, ..... 



To amount received, collections, 1847, from St John's 
Church, West Baton Konge, 



f 99 00 


7 92 


f 106 92 


7 60 



$114 52 



JOHN L. LOBDELL, Treanurer of ComoenHon of PntestmU Episcopol 
1848. Church in Louinana, Da. 

May 3. To amount of Fond in aid of the EZpiscopate in Lonisiana, 

received 14Ui April, 1847, . $5 00 

To amount of interest on the same for one year, at 8 per 

cent, per annum, ..... 40 

•5 40 

B. M. NORMAN, TreoBurer of Dioccamn Missionary Society •/ La., Da. 
1848. May 4. To balance on hand, as per account rendered, fjfdO 00 

Amount due on Publication Fund by the following Churches, viz : 



St Mary*s, Bayou Gkmla, 


1846. 


1847. 184a 


#30 00 


St Paul's, New Orleans, 


1848. 




15 00 


Christ, Covington, 


1847. 


1848. 


20 00 


ZioQ St. Martinsville, 


1847. 


184a 


20 00 


St Luke's, Vermillionville, 


1847. 


1848. 


20 00 



$105 00 
JOHN L. LOBDELL, Secretary and Treasurer, 

The following Churches have not taken up contributions for the 
fund, for Diocesan Missions, in conformity with the Canon : 



St James' Church, Baton Rou^, 


1844. 


1845 


1846. 


1847. 


St. John's 


»( 


W. Baton Rouge, 


(( 


C( 


« 


« 


St John's 


»i 


Thibodeaux, 


M 


(( 


(( 


IC 


Trinity 


(1 


Natchitoches, 


IC 


(( 


i( 


(C 


Annunciation 


K 


New Orleans, 


•< 


<( 


« 


« 


Christ 


(( 


New Orleans, 


i< 


M 


« 


(« 


St Paul's 


(( 


New Orleans, 


(( 


« 


<( 


<( 


St James* 


<( 


Alexandria, 


(( 


M 


<c 


(( 


St Mary's 


M 


I-Vanklin, 


l< 


(( 


M 


(C 


Christ 


(( 


Covington, 


(( 


If 


<( 


<c 



The following Churches have not taken up contrihutions, for the 

fund to aid Superanuated Ministers, their wives and children, in 
conformity with the Canon and resolutions. 

St James' Church, Baton Rouge, 1845. 1846. 1847. 

St. John's « W. Baton Bo^ge, " «< «. 

St. John's <* Thibodeaux, << <« •« 
Trinity <« NaffhiHihii, « 
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Awmmftiation Chnieh, New Queans, 1845. 1846. 184T. 

Chrfat " New dFrleann, « " " 

St Paure « New Orieans, 

St Jamee' " Alexandria, 
St Mary's « Franklin, 
Christ " Covington, 



u 



The following Churches have not taken up contributions for the 
fund, in aid of the Episcopate, in conformity with the Canon and 
resolutions. 



St James' Church 


, Baton Rouge, 
W. Baton Rouge, 


1846. 


1847. 


St John's « 


« 


« 


Grace « 


St. Francisville, 


II 


<( 


St John's « 


Thibodeaux, 


(( 


i( 


Trinity « 


Natchitoches, 


i( 


« 


Annunciation " 


New Orieans, 


i( 


•c 


Christ « 


New Orieans. 


(( 


1 


St Paul's " 


New Orieans, 


tt 


»( 


St James* « 


Alexandria, 


« 


(( 


St Mary's «' 


Franklm, 


It 


« 


Christ " 


Covington 


« 


<c 



The Committee on Assessments, made their report on the assess- 
ments from the diflbrent churches, in support of the Episcopate, 
that five per centum ought to be collected firom each church in com- 
munion with the Convention, on the amount of which they gave to 
their respective Rectors, which would amount to the following 
sums, viz . 



lar} 


r f 7000, 


AflwsBinent 


$350 


M 


dooo, 


« 


100 


« 


1500, 


« 


76 


U 


1500, 


i( 


75 


H 


1300, 


<« 


60 


(t 


ISOO, 


(1 


60 


it 


1000, 


« 


50 


«< 


1000, 


•« 


50 


« 


1000, 


»( 


50 


« 


1000, 


«< 


50 


M 


800, 


« 


40 


f< 


600, 


« 


30 


(( 


600, 


<i 


30 



Bt PauTs « " 

Grace " « 

French IVoteiUnt Chnreh, N. O. *' 

Annanoiation " " 

Grace Church, St. Francisviie, 

St John's " Thibodeaux, 

St John's " W. Baton Rouge, *< 

St Mary's « Franklin, 

St James^ *' Alexandria, 

Trinity ** Natckitoehes, 

St JamiiP «< Baton Rouge, 

Christ " Covington, 

920,400. f 1090 

Tlia report was accepted and adopted by the Convention, and the 
Seeretarj authorized to draw on the afi>resaid churches in fitvor of 
dM Bishop, for their respective quotas of said assessment 

Reitdvedt that the bill<rf* B. M. Norman, to printing the second 
•et of Joaxnaltof 1847, be rafeiredto the Secretary, and he be anther, 
iiid to MtHe Ae mum on eqdlabk prindiiles. 

Ifcit Ae BtaniHng Conuninhtea's powers to employ an 

e 
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agent to collect funds for the Epiicopate be continued, and thej 
are requested to employ an agent between this and the next Conven- 
tion, if they shall consider it expedient 

The Committee on the State of the Church, made their report as 
follows, viz : 

The Committee on the State of the Church, cannot better coid* 
raenco their report, for the year that is just past, than by an expreasion 
of heartfelt thankfulness to our heavenly father, for the privilege 
afforded them of offering to their brethren their congratulations on 
the cheering aspect of our ecclesiastical affiiirs. 

At no period since we have been a diocese have our prospects 
been so encouraging as they are at present. It is not our purpose 
to enter particularly into a detail of our church statistics ; as these 
will all appear in their appropriate places on the Journal of the 
Convention ; but we may say in general terms, that ever since the 
election of our present beloved diocesan, we have been making 
steady and rapid advancement, and that within less than four 
years last past our parochial clergy have doubled in number, and 
our congregations have nearly trebled. Six new church edifices 
have been erected, and ftinds have been provided in whole or 
in part for four more. Our diocese is in perfect harmony, and 
our people, we may safely say, are becoming more and more 
alive to their spiritual interests. To this we may add, firom the best 
information wc can obtain, that had we but the ministering brethren 
to employ, your Committee fully believe that with God's blessing on 
our labors, another three years woric would show us not less than 
forty fully organized and prosperous congregations in the diocese. 
For these things we desire to be thankful and to say '^Not unto us, 
O Lord ? not unto us, but unto thy name" be the praise; but we must 
not conceal that a wide field yet lies before us ; we have but entered 
on our work, and the field is as peculiar as it is wide. The unrivalled 
fertility of our soil is attracting and must long continue to attract 
within our borders, men of almost all climes and of almost every 
varie^ of habits. Many of those thus brought in, are churchmen, 
whose former habits of life were widely difilerent, and whose great* 
est, if not only resemblance is to be found in their attachment to 
the use of our devotional formularies, and to the doctrines of our 
*^ dear mother, the Church." These have to be sought out, and 
there is no common mode by which all may alike be «|i[mmdwA; 
the peculiarities of each must be consulted, and it requbeSriiSlil* 
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skill, to be acquired from practice only, to fuse the diecordant mate- 
rials into one homogeneous mass. Hence our want of a ministry 
reared among us. We mean no disrespect when we say that there 
are many excellent, nay eminent clerical brethren in other parts of 
our country who would be useless here. We must commence, and 
that soon, the work of preparing our own youths for the work of the 
ministry, for we must grow with the population. Of the whole popu* 
lation of our State, black and white, (almost 400,000,) New Orleans 
contains considerably more than one third, and of the white popula- 
tion more than one half; it will be seen therefore how widely our 
people are scattered out of the city, and how small comparatively is, as 
yet, their number ; now therefore is the time for us to make our 
most vigorous exertions to keep pace with the increase of the people. 
We must if possible grow as they grow. And here a word may 
not inappropriately be said of our black population, comprising one 
lialf of the State. We have neither time nor inclination here to 
eater into controversy with those who without ever having seen our 
actual condition, undertake to settle questions which we know they 
cb not understand. Our purpose rather is to call attention to the fact, 
in speaking of the state of the church, that we are not unmindful of 
this class. The reports of the Rev. Mr. Wall, and the Rev. Mr. 
Lamon, read at this Convention, and the statements of our Rev. 
brother from Alexandria, Mr. McCoy, may serve to show this. We 
are well aware however that much more yet remains to be done, and 
we know that there is no opposition to its being done in a proper 
manner. We have reason to believe that our diocesan is quite alive 
to the importance of the duty devolving on the church in this matter, 
that in his visitations it is never lost sight of, and that we are one 
and all honestly anxious to do all that our present infant state will 
permit. 

This brief view is sufficient to show how wide the field is before 
us. In what spirit should we enter on the work ? In the spirit of 
one willing to sujQTer many privations in the cause of Christ ; in the 
spirit of one feelingly, nay tremblingly alive to the immeasurable 
importance of saving one soul through the blood of Christ ; in the 
spirit of humility and prayer and love. We bless God that we be- 
lieve this spirit has warmed the hearts of our clerical brethren 
heretc^ore, otherwise we should not have seen the cheering results 
over which wa havB called on the church in Louisiana to rejoice. 
W# am.mde ^ad by tiia well fimnded hope that such a spirit will 
MtasMMhealem iwewed effnt. Thej will act be laggards in the 
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muter'a work ; they will fitithiully, laaileMlj and pkin^ preMk lbs 
imMaichable riches of Christ ; thej will labour to produce spirituaU^ 
of heart in themselves and their hearers ; trusting themselTes in that 
Christ whom they preach to others, they will not think that a mere 
accession of numbers constitutes the true growth of the charch, 
unless they be numbers " of such as shall be saved." And doing 
all this, will the laity be backward in the duties they owe the 
church ? Never ; such conduct on the part of the clergy will, with 
the spirit's help, make a godly laity; and they will show their leal 
by thankfully deeming it a privilege to give both of their time and 
substance, when needed, to the Lord : they will not be heard say- 
ing, *'it is mine alabaster box of ointment, exceeding precious, I 
cannot break it, though it is wanted to anoint my Savior's head ;" 
for they will love Christ and Christ's minbters who do the master's 
work &ithfully. Let all pray, ministers and people ; let them ask 
for spiritualized affections, to be expressed not in the extravagancies 
of a wild enthusiasm, but in the chastened sobriety of deep, devoted 
fervor, in which saints of old, martyrs and confessors, breathed forth 
their supplications and prayers, and which have been transmitted 
to us as a rich legacy, written as it were with the very blood of 
Christ's early children, when 

** Penecution dragged them into fame, 
And chased them up to HeaTen." 

In one word let all pray for the spread of the Gospel of Christ 
in the Church of Christ *' What God hath joined together let not 
man put asunder." 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCIS L. HAWKS. 

WM. R. NICHOLSON. 

IRA SMITH. 



The Convention then took a recess, it being 11 o'clock in the 
morning, to attend the religious exercises of the day, when the ser- 
vices were said by the Rev. Mr. Giles, of the Diocese of Mississippi, 
and the Lessons read by the Rev. Mr. Kerr, of the same Diocese, 
after which a Sermon on Education was preached by the Rev. Mr* 
Sandals, of St John's church, Thibodeaox, to a laige and atlstiig 
eongregatiMi. The Rev, Spencer WaU was oidaiMd to Aa Ma^ 
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bood, and the communion administered to the clergy, laity and con- 
gregation, after which the Convention came to order. On motion, 
it was 

Resdved^ That one thousand copies of the Journals of the Con- 
mention be published under the direction and superintendance of 
of the Secretaiy. 

When the Education Committee made their report as follows : 

The Committee on Education beg leave respectfully to report that 

they have no reason to suppose that -the cause of sound learning, 

under the auspices of the church, has lost ground during the past 

jear. Some changes however have taken place, as will be seen in 

this report. 

DIOCESAN SCHOOLS. 

From the Southern Institute for Young Ladies, under the care of 
the Rev. Dr. Lacey, at Jackson, the Conunittee have had no report. 
This we presume is to be attributed to sickness in his household, 
which has (as we are informed) prevented the Rev. Rector from 
being present with us at this Convention. We are not however 
without the most gratifying inteUigence (derived from other sources) 
of the continued usefulness and prosperity of the Institution. The 
Bishop in his address informs us that for several days he attended 
the examination of the pupils of the Institute, and he bears, as might 
be expected, ample testimony to the merits of the school, and un* 
qualifiedly recommends it as being quite equal in the advantages it 
affords to any other with which he is acquainted. 

From the Diocesan School for boys at Baton Rouge, under the 
care of the Rev. Mr. Burke, the Committee has received the fol- 
lowing report. 

To the Board of EducaUon : 

The undersigned begs leave to assure the Board that it is not 
without great regret he has determined to discontinue all forther 
connection with a boarding school of boys. 

He prefers as more easily governed, and affording more time for 
his clerical duties, a day school for girls, in which he proposes, with 
able assistants, and under the auspices of the church, to impart 
instruction to a limited number of young ladies, in ancient and 
modem languages, arithmetic, mathematics, and the accomplish- 
meats whidi yre tanghl in the best female institutions. 

BaqMCtfidly rabmitted, 
*-^ JOHN BURKE. 
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It will hence be pcrceiTed that though, for the prefont, we are 
without a diocesan school for boys, yet we have not lost Mr. Burke's 
labours in the cause of christian education. 

It afibrds the Committee however great pleasure to call the atten- 
tion of the Convention to the establishment^of the following new 
schools. From Thibodeaux the Committee have this report : 

A school for boys has been established at Thibodeaux, under the 
supervision of the church, by a gentleman of great experience and 
high qualifications. It is in contemplation to build a school house 
on the church lot. The school is in a very flourishing condition^ 
and 'promises to do much for the cause of sound education ^in 
that section of Louisiana. 

The following is furnished from the Parish of Rapides. 

To the Education Committee : 

In the Parish of Rapides an eflSiit is in progress to establish in 
the Cotile pine woods a female seminary, toward which twelve 
hundred dollars have been subscribed, and in part paid. It is sup- 
posed that the school will open on or near the first of June next. 

Some measures have been taken to establish a male [school in 
Bayou Bceuf pine woods, and the design is to open a school there 
in the course of this year, if possible. 

AMOS D. McCOY, 
Rector of St, James^ Churchy Parish of Rapides, 

The Female Seminary in New Orleans, has sustained an irrepafc- 
ble loss in the death of Mr. Van Nooten, by yellow fever, during 
the late epidemic. The School however is continued by Mrs. Van 
Nooten, who is eminently qualified to conduct it. She is assisted by 
a sufficient number of competent teachers, among whom Miss Hull 
is still to be found. The number of pupils is more than a hundred, 
and the school deservedly possesses the confidence of the conmiu- 
nity. The daily devotions and religious instruction of the school 
have been conducted by the Rev. Mr. Clarke, of Lafayette. The 
institution is still under the general supervision of the Rev. Dr. 
Hawks. 

The boy's school under the Rev. Mr. Fay, and Mr. Hare, has 
been discontinued. 

From Natchitoches your Committee have the IbUowiiig leport : 
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The school at Natchitoehes which has been condticted by the 
Rector's wife for more than three years, is discontinued from the 
first instant, in consequence of the anticipated removal of the 
Rector's family to a neighboring district, whet^ a more inviting and 
extended field is in prospect. Among the reasons which have led 
to this change is the diminution of pupils, caused by the establii^h- 
ment of a convent in our town. The success which has already 
attended this and^^ other similar institutions, which are extending 
themselves far anQ wide throughout our land, admonishes us of the 
necessity of exerting ourselves in the establishment of parochial and 
diocesan schools, in which our own youth may be instructed in the 
branches of education uncontaminated with the dangerous and ide 
structive principles inculcated by the emissaries of Rome. 

Natehitoehesy Mcty, 1848. E. GUION. 

Your Committee would now respectfully ask the attention of the 
Convention to a subject, in their view, of primary importance ; it is 
the commencement without further delay of an effort to establish an 
institution to afibrd preparatory and collegiate training for the chil- 
dren of churchmen particularly, with a theological course for such as 
may desire it. We are well aware that this is a work which must 
be accomplished by degrees, but if never commenced, it will never 
be accomplished at all. The plan should embrace a preparatory 
school and a college. In the latter, a very full and thorough course 
of the practical application of the sciences to the the useful purposes 
of life should be included. 

It is not possible within the limits of this report to go into particu- 
lars as to the plan, but it will form a fit subject for consideration by 
the Education Committee, and we would respectfully recommend the 
adoption of the following resolutions. 

Resolved^ that the Education Committee be instructed to devise 
and report to the next convention, some plan for the establishment 
and support of a preparatory school and college, to be under the con- 
trol of the church in the diocese ; and that they be authorized to secure 
such funds and donations as they can for this object. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCIS L. HAWKS, 
WM. R. NICHOLSON. 
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Tlia roioliitioii of the EdaoUon CoaMUltee was adoptad. 

It was then 

RudUsed^ That the thanks of the CouTention be presented to the 
Rot. Mr. Whitall ^ his semum on Oidinationy to the Rot. Mr. 
Nicholson for his sermon on Missions, and to the Rer, Mr. Sandals 
for his sermon on Educatiim. 

Remdvedf That the thanks of this ConTention be presented to the 
Rector, Wardens and Vestry of Grace church, St FrancisriUe, finr 
the use of their church on this occasion, and also to the good people 
of this Parish for the kindness and hospitalitj with which thej haTa 
received and entertained the members of this Conyention. 

The Convention then, after singing one of the hynms of the ool- 
lection, and the usual prayers, adjourned sine die. 

LEONIDAS POLK, Pruident ofihe 

John L. Lobdbll, Secretary, 
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(Sonatitution of tl)e IJroteatant dpiBtopal C^urd] 

OF LOUISIANA. 



ARTICLE I, 

The Church in Louisiana hereby accedes to the Constitution of 
Che Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, 
and acknowledges its authority. 

ARTICLE II. 

The annual Convention of the Church in this State shall be held 
at such time and place as shall have been determined by the prece- 
ding Convention. The Bishop shall be, ex officio^ President of the 
Convention ; or, in case of his absence, or of a vacancy in the 
Episcopate, a President pro tempore shall be elected by ballot from 
among the clerical members present. A Secretary, who shall also 
be ex officio Treasurer of the Convention, shall be chosen at the 
opening of each Convention, and shall continue in office till the next 
annual Conventioni. Special meetings of the Convention may be 
called by the Bishop, when in his judgment the good of the Church 
shall require it ; and when there is no Bishop, by the Standing Com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Convention shall be composed of both clergymen and lay- 
men. All ministers of this Church, in regular standing, who shall 
be officiating in some Parish in the State; Clerical Instructors 
of youth, and Chaplains in the Army and Navy, who have 
been residents in the State six months, shall be members of the Con- 
vention. Each Parish in the State, in union with this Convention, 
shall be entitled to a representation by three lay delegates ; and if it 
consists of more than fifty families, by five, to be chosen by the 
Vestry ; a certificate of whose appointment, signed by the Wardens, 
or eitner of them, or by the Secretary of the said Vestry, or the Rector 
of the parish, shall, before they are adimitted to a seat, be laid before the 
Convention. A representation, whether clerical or lay, from one-half 
of the Parishes in union with this Convention, shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business : but a smaller number may adjourn. 

AHTICLB IV. 

The clergy and the laity shall deliberate in one body, in all cases 
not hereinafter provided for ; and on eveiy question, a majority of 
votes of those present shall decide, the Bishop or President being 
entitled to a casting Tote. 

▲SXIGLV V. 
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The rotolution of the Education CooHiittee was adopted. 

It was then 

Rucived^ That the thanks of the Conrention be presented to the 
Her, Mr. Whitali for hb sermon on Ordination^ to the Rev. Mr. 
Nicholson for his sermon on Missions, and to the Rev. Mr. Sandals 
for his sermon on Educatiim. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rector, Wardens and Vestiy of Grace church, St. FrancisviUe, finr 
the use of their church on this occasion, and also to the good people 
of this Parish for the kindness and hospitalitj with which thejr have 
received and entertained the members of this Convention. 

The Convention then, afler singing one of the hymns of the col. 
lection, and the usual prayers, adjourned sine die. 

LEONID AS POLK, Pruklent of the 

John L. Lobdell, Secretary. 
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(Sonatitution of tl)e IJroteatant dpiBtopal C^urd] 

OF LOUISIANA. 



ARTICLE I, 

The Church in Louisiana hereby accedes to the Constitution of 
Che Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, 
and acknowledges its authority. 

ARTICLE II. 

The annual Convention of the Church in this State shall be held 
at such time and place as shall have been determined by the prece- 
ding Convention. The Bishop shall be, ex officio, President of the 
Convention ; or, in case of his absence, or of a vacancy in the 
Episcopate, a President pro tempore shall be elected by ballot from 
among the clerical members present. A Secretary, who shall also 
be ex officio Treasurer of the Convention, shall be chosen at the 
opening of each Convention, and shall continue in office till the next 
annual Conventioni. Special meetings of the Convention may be 
called by the Bishop, when in his judgment the good of the Church 
shall require it ; and when there is no Bishop, by the Standing Com- 
mittee. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Convention shall be composed of both clergymen and lay- 
men. All ministers of this Church, in regular standing, who shall 
be officiating in some Parish in the State; Clerical Instructors 
of youth, and Chaplains in the Army and Navy, who have 
been residents in the State six months, shall be members of the Con- 
vention. Each Parish in the State, in union with this Convention, 
shall be entitled to a representation by three lay delegates ; and if it 
consists of more than fifty families, by five, to be chosen by the 
Vestry; a certificate of whose appointment, signed by the Wardens, 
or either of them, or by the Secretary of the said Vestry, or the Rector 
of the parish, shall, before they are adimitted to a seat, be laid before the 
Convention. A representation, whether clerical or lay, from one-half 
of the Parishes in union with this Convention, shall constitute a quorum 
finr the transaction of business : but a smaller number may adjourn. 

ABTICLB IV. 

The clergy and the laity shall deliberate in one body, in all caset 
not hereinafter provided for ; and on every question, a majority of 
votes of those present shall decide, the Bishop or President being 
entitled to a easting rote. 
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• 

men and three laymen, shall be appointed at each annual meeting 
of the Convention ; any three of whom, always including one cleri- 
cal member, shall be a quorum fur the transaction of business ; 
except for such purposes as, by the Canon of the General ConYention, 
shall require a larger number. 

ARTICLE VT. 

The election of a Bishop shall be in the following manner ; at 
least four weeks before the Convention to be held for the purpose of 
such election, the Standing Committee shall send a notice to the 
Wardens and Vestry of each Parish, specifying the business to be 
laid before the Convention. In the election of a Bishop, the clergy 
and laity shall vote separately ; the clergy choosing by ballot some 
fit and qualified person for that office .- Whereupon such choice shall 
be communicated to the lay delegates ; and i^ on ballot, the person 
so chosen is approved by the lay order, he shall be declared to be* 
duly elected. 

ASTICLB VU. 

Delegates to the General Convention shall be appointed, and shall 
continue in office during the time that may intervene between the 
stated meetings of the General Convention ; but in case of vacancy 
by death or resignation, a substitute or substitutes may be appoint^ 
by the Bishop ; or if there be no Bishop, by the President of the 
Standing Committee, 

ARTICLE Vin. 

The Constitution shall not be subject to alteration, except at the 
annual meeting of the Convention ; nor unless such alteration shall 
have been proposed and received at a previous meeting. 



Canons of tl)t flroteotant (Spiocopal C^urcl) 



OF LOUISIANA. 



CANON I. 



OF THE 0S6A1TIZATI0N OF 17EW PARISHES. 

To entitle any new Parish to be admitted into union with this 
Convention, it is required of those forming said Parish, to conform to 
the provisions of an act of the Legislature of Louisiana entitled " an 
act providing for the organization of certain corporations in this 
State," and approved April 30th, 1847 ; and such Parish, applying 
for admission, besides producing a duly certified record of thieir com- 
pliance with said act, shall also produce evidenee of Jlbelr having 
adopted resolutions declaring their adhesion to the ^0"<fHtwtion. and 
Canons of the General Convention of the Proteftei^ Ei 
Church in the United States of AiAeika^and aUo'l^'di^ '^ "^ 
and Canons of the Diocese of Looisiuuu 
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CANON II. 

OF PARISH MEETINGS. 

The election of the Wardens, Vestrymen, and Parish Cleik 
shall be made at the annual parish meeting, to be held on Easter 
Monday ; which officers shall continue in office till the next annual 
meeting, or till a new election takes place. In case of manifest 
expediency, a special meeting may be held for that purpose. All 
persons who own or hire a pew, or who contribute annually to the 
support of the ministry, shall be entitled to vote. 

CANON III. 

OP THE CONVENTION FUND. 

It shall be the duty of every Parish, to send annually to the 'I'rea* 
surer of the Convention, a sum equal to one per centum on the sal- 
ary of its minister, at least ten dollars annually, and the sum so 
raised shall be appropriated by the Standing Committee to pay for 
publishing the Journals, and other contingent expenses of the Con- 
vention. Each Parish shall be entitled to at least twenty copies of 
the Journals. The Treasurer's annual report to the Convention, 
shall contain a statement of the sums received, the Parishes from 
which they were received, and the purposes for which they were 
expended. The Secretary to have the Journals published and ready 
for distribution within sixty days after adjournment of the convention, 
and the delegates from each parish are required to furnish the 
Secretary with written directions how, and where to transmit their 
respective copies, and no Parish shall be entitled to receive the 
Journals, unless the amount required by Canon shall have been paid. 

CANON IV. 

OF PARISH REGISTERS AND PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

Every Minister shall keep a Register of Baptisms, Confirmations, 
Communicants, Marriages, and Funerals, within his cure, agreeably 
to the twenty-ninth Canon of the General Convention of 1832. The 
Record shall specify the name and time of birth of the child baptized, 
with the names of the parents and sponsors ; the name of the adult 
baptized ; the names of the parties married, and of the persons 
buried ; and also the time when each rite was performed. The re- 
gister shall be kept by the minister, in a book belonging to the Ves- 
try ; and in case of a vacancy, by the senior Warden. It shall be 
the duty of the Minister, to present to the annual Convention, a 
statement of the number of Baptisms, Confirmations, Marriages, 
and Funerals within his cure ; together with the number of Com- 
municants ; distinguishing the additi<ms, removals and deaths, since 
the last report. He may also include in the statement any other 
matters tending to throw light on the condition of the Parish. 

CANON V. 
r V •> '' ov nn fCAHDiHe coxjuttbb. 
.>«!|||^8l«idint CiBMiiittee shaU omnixe on the day of their elec* 
tfi% % i\\nmSkgk ft e ridea t u4 le^MMy ; the latter of ^on 



^ AffBHBIX. 

•ball keep a record of all the traneadions, and preaent an abatract 
of the same to each annual ConYentkm. The meetings of the Stan- 
ding Committee may be called at the discretion of the President ; 
and it shall be his duty to call a meeting when requested thereto by 
any two of its members. 

CANON VI. 

OF THE CONVBHTION. 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a sermQUt 
and the administration of the Lord's Supper ; and the preacher shall 
be nominated by the Bishop, or in case of the vacancy in that office, 
by the Standing Committee. There shall also be prayers ererj 
morning during the session of the Convention* 
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The Bishop of the Diocese 18 authorized to admit to deacon's or* 
ders, under Canon 6th of the General Convention of 1844, such per* 
sons as may apply for the same, and shall, to his satisfaction and to 
that of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, comply with the re- 
quirements of the said 6th Canon. 

There shall be a Board of Education of five or more persons, an- 
nually chosen by the Convention, of which Board the Bishop <^the 
Diocese shall always be ex-officio chairman, and to this Board shall 
be confided the supervision of the work of Education in the church. 

The Board shall meet at least once a year, at the time and place 
of holding the Convention, for the purpose of deliberating on the 
interests of Education, and shall present to the Convention a report 
of the state of the schools connected with the church in this Diocese. 
At every such annual meeting, the Board shall cause a sermon or 
address to be delivered on the subject of Education, the preacher or 
speaker having been appointed at least three months previously. 

Any of the parochial clergy may proceed to the formation of paro- 
chial or other schools, if they deem it expedient, reporting their pro* 
ceedings therein to the Board of Education, to be laid before the 
next Convention, subject id the controlling action of that body. 

Teachers to parochial schools shall be chosen by the Board of 
Education, upon the nomination of the Bishop, and shall be remo- 
vable by the Board with the approbation of the Bishop. In case of 
a vacancy in the Episcopate, the Board shall have power to act alone 
in appointments and removals. 

The Bishop shall be ex-officio visitor of all schools in the Dio- 
cese that are connected with the church. He shall also prescribe 
the religious services to be used in said schodLsyand togirtlierifeith 
the Boftfd designate the bookii to be sHidied OA all OMllBCi h|m^ 
tainingto the doctrine, ritudaadgoTarimntlif =tii».chBwt|i i^u:ft«iii 



Whenever an individual is desirous of establishing a private liter* 
ary institution in this Diocese, under the direction of the church, he 
shall make his desire known to the Bishop, who on being satisfied 
with his or her qualifications, and with the locality of the proposed 
school, shall license him or her, and shall appoint three discreet 
Episcopalians as visitors of the establishment. It shall be the 
duty of such visitors to visit the school at least once a quarter, and 
examine the pupils and government thereof. They shall report to 
the Board of Education at each annual Convention, and to the Bishop 
oftener, if necessary, the true condition of the school, and endeavor 
generally to promote its| true interest and efiiciency. 

The Rectors of the several Parishes in this Diocese are to take 
up collections in their several churches on Christmas day of each 
year, in aid of superannuated clergymen, their wives and children, 
and repott the annual amount of the safkie to each annual Convention 
thereafter. 

Each minister in this Diocese having a church in charge, is to 
procure annual contributions to the Episcopal fund, either by making 
a collection or otherwise, as he may deem best. The Wardens in 
each Parish are to open a book for the subscription of money in hand 
or in annual instalments, at the option of the subscribers, and also 
for obtaining donations in hand or in any other species of property ; 
and such books, together with a report of any other collections for 
said fimd, shall be laid before the Convention at their annual mee- 
tings by the respective clergymen of each Parish. 

Every clergyman in charge of a Parish in the Diocese, shall here- 
after fiirnish at each annual Convention, to the Education Committee 
a statement in writing of what is being done in his Parish, in the 
work of Education under the auspices of the church. 

A sermon on missions shall be preached at the annual meetings 
of the Convention, with particular reference to the support of mis- 
sions in the Diocese. The preacher to be appointed by the Bishop. 

Every clergyman in charge of a Parish in this Diocese, shall here- 
after take up a collection in his church annually on or near Epiphany, 
for the aid of Diocesan missions, and report the same to the next 
Convention thereafter. 



KuUa of (Drlro:. 



I. At the opening of any session of the Convention, the President 

shall take the Chair, and shall continue to preside during the sitting. 

He shall posaess the usual powers of presiding officers in delibera- 

tive anemUiaav to preaerre order and decorum, and shall decide all 

jf' mtOmB €f Older, tbiijael to an appeal to the House. He shall 

r] ^Im tto rii^ l» ■■^^■■jr defieil m a wb orto perform the duties of 
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the Chair ; but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
ment, unless directed by the House. The person so named shall 
possess all the powers of the President, but shall not lose the right 
of voting while so presiding. 

XL If the Secretary of the preceding Convention be in attend- 
ance, he shall officiate as such until another be chosen. If he be 
not present, a temporary Secretary may be appointed, on motion, by 
a viva voce vote. 

III. Afler the Chair being taken by the President, the Secretaiy 
shall call over the names of the Clergy entitled to seats in the Cmp- 
vention, and shall enter in the journals those who are present. 
Notice shall then be given to the lay deputies to place their cierti- 
ficates on the table. They shall be examined by the Secietary, and 
a committee of two members, to bo appointed by the President. 
Any irregular or defective certificate shall be suspended until a 
quorum shall have appeared. The names of the lay deputies, duly 
appointed shall then be called, and those who are present shall be 
entered on the journal. The irregular and defective certificates shall 
then be reported to the Convention, who shall decide on the admis- 
sion of the deputies named in them. 

IV. A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the Presi- 
dent shall declare the Convention duly organized. 

v. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention. He 
may appoint an assistant, who shall perform all the duties of the 
office in the absence of the Secretary. 

Vl. The President shall then appoint the following Committees 
to wit: 

1. Committee on new Parishes. 



2. 


k4 




" Elections. 




3. 


4( 




" State of the Church. 


4. 


U 




" Canons. 




5. 


(« 




^ Reports and Accounts of Treasurers. 


6. 


44 




** Unfinished Business. 


7. 


44 




" Incorporations. 


8. 


44 




" Assessments. 


9. 


(4 


to 


present names 


for Standing Committee. 


10. 


4k 


44 


44 .4 


" Deputies to General Convention. 


11. 


44 


44 


44 44 


" Trustees of General Theological 
Seminary. 


12. 


44 


44 


44 44 


" Missionary Committee. 


13. 


44 


44 


44 44 


" Education Conmiittee. 



VII. The Delegates to come prepared with quotas of Publication 
Fund, and support of the Bishop. 

VI II. After daily morning prayer, the order of business shall be as 
follows. 

1. The reading, correcting, and approving of the minutes of the 
preceding day. 

2. calling the names of absent member8» and entoriag oil the 
Journal those who appear. "^ ' 
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3. Reports from the various Committees. 

4. Motions, Resolutions ancf Miscellaneous business. 

IX. The Bishop's Address shall be in order at any time. 

X, Every member who shall be present when a question is stated 
from the Chair, shall vote thereon, unless excused by the House. 

XL No motion shall be put or debated, unless "it is seconded ; and 
when seconded, it shall be stated by the President before debate ; and 
every motion shall be reduced to writing, when required by the Pre- 
sident, or any member. 

XII. If the question in debate contain several distinct propositions^ 
any member may have the same divided. 

XIII. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received 
unless to pospone it indefinitely ; to postpone it to a certain time ; 
to lay it on the table ; to commit it, or amend it ; and motions for either 
of these purposes shall have precedendb in the order herein named. 
But a motion to adjourn shall always be in order, when no member 
is speaking, and shall be decided without debate ; and if it be nega* 
tived, it shalLnot be renewed until some new business has intervened. 

XIV. A motion to lay on the table shall be decided without debate. 

XV. On a question being put by the President, it shall be deter- 
mined by the sound of the voices, for or against it; but any member 
may require a count of the votes, and tellers for that purpose shall 
be appointed by the Chair ; or any three votes may, previous to a 
decision by counts, require the ayes and noes to be taken, which 
shall be done by calling clerical members and the churches repre- 
sented, and the vote shall be entered on the journal. 

XVI. Any five votes may require the ayes and noes, to be taken 
by orders, and when so taken they shall be entered on the minutes. 

XVII. No member may speak more than twice on the same ques- 
tion, without leave of the House. 

XVIII. A question being decided, shall not be reconsidered during 
the same session, without the consent of two-thirds of the votes of 
the Convention, nor without the motion for that purpose being made 
by one of the majority on a prior decision : nor shall any question be 
reconsidered more than once, 

XIX. All special Committees shall be appointed by the Chair, 
unless otherwise specially directed by the House, in which case they 
shall be appointed by ballot, and the Secretary of the Convention, 
all Standing Committees, and the Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion, shall be appointed by ballot, unless the House shall unanimously 
direct otherwise. 

XX. No standing rule or order shall be suspended, changed, or 
rescinded, without one day's previous notice of a motion to that effect, 
unless by the votes of two-thirds of the persons present entitled to vote. 

XXI. Before the final adjournment of any session of the Con- 
vention, the minutes of the last day's proceedings shall be read, 
corrected and approved. 
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ALPBABSTICiL U8T 

or THS 

CLERGY OF THE DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA. 

19th April, 1849. 

The Right Rev. LEONIDAS POLK, D. D. 
Bidiop of the Dioceie, rending near Thibodeanz, Pariah of Lafbnrobe lalafior. 

Bar. JOHN BENSON, Miaaionarj in West Baton Bonge. 

Bar. JOHN BURKE, Rector of St. James* Cfaoroh, Baton Booge, Parish of East BalOB Booga 

Her. WILLIAM H. BURTON, Officiating at New Iberia. 

Rer. CHARLES P. CLARKE, Rector of the Church of the Holy Trinitj, Oltj of La&yette. 

tUBt. FREDERICK DEAN, Bfinister of St. Peters' Church, and lOssioBary in the Parish cf 

Point Coiqi6e, Horganzia. 
&eT. CHARLES FAY. 

Rer. JAMES A. FOX, President of Jefferson College, State of Mississippi. 
Bar. CHARLES GOODRICH, Bector of St Paul's Church, New Orleans. 
Bar. B. QUION, Principal Rapides Female Seminary, near Alexandria. 
Bar. FRANCIS L. HAWKS, D. D., L. L. D., Rector of Christ Church, New Orleans. 
Bmt. CHAPLIN S. HEDGES, Minister of Grace Church, Munroe, Parish of Ouadiita. 
Bar. WILLIAM B. LACEY, D. D., Rector of Southern Institute for Young Ladies, Jaeksosi 

Pariah of East Feliciana. 
Bar. ARCHIBALD H. L AMON, Rector of St. John's Church, Parish of West Baton Range. 
Bar. DANIEL S. LEWIS, Rector of Grace Church, St FrancisriUe, Parish of Weal FeUdana. 
Bar. SAMUEL O. LITTON, Rector of St. Mary's Church, Franklin, Parish of St. Mary. 
Bar. AMOS D. McCOY, Rector of St. James' Church, Alexandria, Paridi of Rapidea. 
Bar. WILLIAM R. NICHOLSON, Rector of Grace Church, New Orleans. 
Bar. THOICAS D. OZANNE, Minister of Egliae Protestante Fran^aise, New Orleans. 
Bar. NATHANIEL O. PRESTON, Rector of the Church of Annunciation, New Ocleana. 
Bar. RODERICK RANNEY, Missionary to tfaa Pilots and tiwir FamiUea, Balise, Parish of 

Plaquemines. 
Bmf. JOHN SANDALS, Rector of St John's Parish, Thibodeanx, Pariah of LafonnAa 

bterior. 
Bar. WILLIAM STEEIiE, Sfissionary in the Parish of Caddo. 
Bar. W. C. STOUT, Missionary in the State of Arkansas. 

Bar. SPENCER WALL, Minister of a Colored Congregation, Parish of Lafourche Intorier. 
BeT. CHARLES W. WHITALL, Missionary of the Seamen's Bethel, New Orleans. 



LIST OF PARISHES IN UNION WITH THE CONVENTION OF 

THE DIOCESE OP LOUISIANA. 



ST. JAMES' CHURCH, Baton HooffB. 
ST. JOHN'S CHURCH. West BafioB Bovgs. 
QKACR CHURCH^ St Fiwetofme. 
ST. ICART'S CHURCH, Bayou Ooula. 
CHURCH OF TqEHI».T TRIKITT, 

CttjofLifimene. 
ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, Thibodeuz. 
ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, VermOUoBTille. 
TRINITY CHURCH, Itotehitochaa. 



ANNUNdATIOK CHURCH, New OrieiM. 

CHRIST churcb;, •« 

GRACS CHURCH, *« 

FR0TE«7:ANTE FJUNClISa ** 
8T. PAUL'S CHURCP. 
CHRIST CHURCB;, CoTiaglaii. 
ST. JAMES' CHURCH, AlnundriA. 
ST. MART'S CHURCH, FratUfk 
ZlOirS CHURCH, at Mvt^nvvilte. 



MISSIONARY STATIONS 



ASCENSION CHURCH, DonaldBonviHe. 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, Shreveport 

t Lake Providence. 

, Opelousas. 
GRACE CHURCH, Munroe. 



BETHEL CHURCH, Eipliaiade at, N. O^feas^ 
— — — , New Iberia. 

, Belize. 
Colored Congregation, Lafonrehe Interior. 
ST. PETER'S CHURCH, Morganzia. 
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New ORLEANa, Wedneaday^ April 18th, 1849. 

This being the day appointed for the meeting of the An' 
nual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Diocese of Louisiana, divine service was celebrated an Christ 
ChurcL 

Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. William R. Nich- 
olson, assisted by the Rev. Frederick Dean, and a ser- 
mon preached by the Rev. Nath'l O. Preston. The Holy 
Communion was administered by the Rev. William B. 
Lacey, D. D., assisted by the Rev. Wm. R. Nicholson. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of the Diocese beiog indisposed, 
the Convention was called to order by the Rev. Francis L. 
Hawks, D. D., L. Iu D., when, upoQ motion, it was ordered 
that the Rev. Wm. B, Lacey, D. D., be appointed Chairman 
pro t€m.y and the Rev. Nath'l O. Preston be appointed 
Secretary pro tern. 

The Certificates of Lay Delegates were then received by 
the Secretary. The list of names of clergy and laity having 
been called over, the following members answered and took 
their scats : 

OF THE clergy— 

Rev. John Burke, Rev. Wm. B. Lacey, D. f>. 
'' Chas. p. Clarke. " Wm. R. Nicholson, 
" FrMderick Dean, " Tiics. D. Ozanne, 
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Rev. Chas. Goodrich, Rev. Natu'l O^ PREflT9N, 

'' F. L.ilAWK8,D.D.,L.L.D. '' Chas. W. Wuitall, 

AND OF THE LAITY— 

From Grace Church, St. Francisville ; J. Dale Powell. 

Church of the Holy Trioity, Lafayette ; T. A. Bartlett. 

Church of the ADDunciation, New Orleans ; — 

MusGROVE EvANb, G. M. Mallett. 

Chrint Church, New Orleans ; — 
Chas. Harrod, Ambrose Lanfsar, Ja8.6rim8Haw. 

Grace Church, New Orleans ; — 

Tho6. L Dix, Sam'l H. Turner. 

Eglise Protestante Fran^aise, New-Orleans ; — 

6. B. Duncan. 

St. Paul's Church, New Orleans ;— W. R. NoRCUlL 

A constitutional quorum not being found present, the Con- 
vention adjourned to meet in this Church to-morrow morniiis 
at ten o'clock. 

New Orleans, Thurtday, April 19th, 1849. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Addi- 
tional certificates of Lay Delegates being received, and the 
list of names having been called, the following new members 
answered and took their seats : 

OF THE clergy— 
Rev. Amos D. McCoy. 

and of the laitv^ 

From St. John's Church, Thibodeaux ; Hon. G. S. GuiON. 

Grace Church, New Orleans ; A. P. Cleveland. 

figlise Protestante Fran^aise, Now Orleans ; — 

Lucius C. I^incan\ 
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The Rev. Chas. Goodrich and Hon. Geo. S. Guion 
"were appointed a committee to examine the certificates of 
Lay Delegates, upon whose report, the following Parishes 
were found to be duly represented : 

8t JohfCi Churchy Thibodeaux ; 

St. Jamet^ Churchj Baton Rouge ; 

Church of the Hahf Trinity^ City of Lafayette ; 

8t. PauPs Churchy New Orleans ; 

Christ Churchy do. 

Crrace Churchy do, 

8$. Jame^ Churchy Parish of Rapides ; 

UEgUie Protestante Frangaisey New Orleans ; 

Church of the Annundationy do. 

Chrace Churchy St. Fraacisville. 

A quorum being found present, the Rev. Wm. B. Lacsy, 
D. D., was nominated by the Rev. Francis L. Hawks, D. D. 
and by a unanimous vote was elected President of the Con- 
vention. The Rev. Nath'l O. Prseton was unanimously 
elected Secretary, in the place of John L. Lobdell, Esq. who 
declined a re-election, whereupon the Convention was duly 
organized and preceded to business. 

In accordance with the 6th Rule of Order, the President 
appointed the following Committees : 

Committee on Parishes. 
Rev. C. P. CLARKE, THOMAS I. DIX, Esq. 

Committee on Elections. 
Rev. CHAS. GOODRICH, Hon. GEO. S. GUION. 

Committee on the State of the Church. 
Rev. CHAS. GOODRICH, Mr. L. C. DUNCAN, 
" AMOS D. McCOT, " J.DALEPOWEL. 

Committee on Canons. 
Rev. CHAS. GOODRICH, Rev. AMOS D. McCOY, 

Mr. J. DALE POWEL. 
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CummUt^e on JiqwrU and Accounts of Treasurer. 
Mr. I.rcirs C. DUNCAN, Mr. GILES M. MALLETT. 

Commirk'f on L'njiaishvd Busiiwss. 
Rev. \V. 11. NICHOLSON, Rev. CHS. W. WHITALL. 

Committee on Incorporations. 
L. C. DUNCAN, GEO. S. GUION, A- LANFEAR. 

Committee on Agsegsmenii. 
Ucv. VV. R. NICHOLSON, Mr. L. C. DUNCAN, 

Mr. GEO. S. GUION. 

Dr. iltiwkK proposed the following change in the 2d Arti- 
cle of the Constitution, to wit : Annex to the first sentence — 

^* Provided, that in case of the pre^'alcnee of cpipd^iitic dis- 
ease, or for other urgent cause, the Bishop, or if there be no 
Bishop, the Standing Committee, shall haVe pcftt^^to alter 
the place of meeting, and give due notice of the Mine.*' 

And in the first sentence, instead of *' at sitdi tlMc^ aifld 
place," insert, ** on the 2d Wednesday in May in etct!h arfd 
every year, at such place." 

On motion, ordered, that the proi)osed alteration Wrcffef- 
red to the Committee on Canons. Tinrs Committee reptorttftl 
that the proposed change be laid over for the action of the 
next Convention. 

On motion, the Convention took a recess for the purpose 
of attending Divine Service. 

Morning Prayer was read by the Rev. Dr. Itawlcjl ; after 
which, the Convention was immediately called to order, and 
resumed its business. 

On motion, 

Resolvedj That the Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church not belonging t6 the Diocese, be adniiH^d to siats in 
the Convention as honorary mcnibei^. 

The Rev. A. P. Merrill, of the Diocese of Mississippi, ap- 
peared and tooK his se^it in Conventidh under the above 
resolution. 
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BISHOP'S ADDRESS. 

Brethren of the Clergy and Laity : — 

In the events of the kst ecclesiastical year, we find much to excite 
our gratitude to the Author of all our Mercies, and we are yet not 
without our chastisements. 

No one of the number of our clergy has been taken from us by 
death, and but few of the members of the laity. How long we may 
be able to hold this lai^uage is at all times a matter of uncertainty, 
but especially at a time when God having spoken to the old world in 
tones not to be mistaken, now turns to the new, and, addressing him- 
self through the medium of one of his sore judgments, demands of us 
to ** hear the rod and who hath appointed it" The scourge of the 
nations is upon us, and we may well expect to be called upon to bear 
our part in the calamities with which our people generally will be most 
probably visited. Our sins, national, social, and personal, have as- 
cended up before God, and justly provoked the wrath and indignation 
which is so significantly expressed by the pestilence now prevalent 
among us. In view of this visitation, I have, in pursuance of the Ca- 
non, set forth a fi>rm of prayer, which I have caused to be distributed 
over the diocese for general use, but especially to bo incorporated 
with, and used as a part oi^ the public services in the churches ; and 
we earnestly hope, that our humiliation and prayers maybe unafiect- 
ed^ true, and sincere, and, that through the mediation of Him 
^ whoever liveth to make intercession for us," the anger of Almighty 
God may be turned firom us, and we spared to amend our ways accord- 
ing to his holy word. 

The presence of the pestilence above alluded to, together with the 
unexampled floods in all our rivers, has so deranged and obstructed 
the thoroughfiires of travel, especially at that season usually devoted 
to the visitation of the diocese, that I have- this year boon compelled to 
forego a portion of that duty — and have consequently less to report 
than usual. 

My episcopal acts luid other proceedings, since my last report to 
the Convention, have been as follows : 

On Friday, the 5th of May, I admitted the Rev. Spencer Wall, Dea- 
con, to the Older of the Priesthood, in Grace Church, St. Francisville, 
•t which time I alto administered the Holy Communion and confirmed 
eight persons. 
2 
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On Saturday, the 6th, I held service at the Chapel of the Southern 
Institute, at Jackson, at which time I confirmed six of the pupiia of that 
institution. In the afternoon of the same day, I confirmed one olher 
person in the Tillage, privately, he being too unwell to be present at 
the Chapel. 

It gives me pleasure to state, that this Church institution still main- 
tains its high reputation for thorough instruction, and sound moral and 
religious culture, though its patronage is fiir below its claims apoa the 
confidence and support of those who have access to its advantages. 

On Sunday, 7th, I preached at St. John's Church, Weak BatiHi 
Rouge, and confirmed four white persons in the morning. In the 
afternoon, after service, I confirmed m'ne colored persons* 

On Monday, 8th, I held service at St. James' Churchy Elaat Batqn 
Rouge, and confirmed five persons. At the same service I baptiied 
ono infant. 

On Sunday, the 14th, I preached in St James' Paridi, Aletandriai 
in the mombg, and confirmed thirteen persons. I also preached at 
night to a colored congregation in tho same parish. 

At Morganza, in the Parish of Point Coap^e^ I met by appoint- 
ment, the Rev. Messrs. Lewis, Lamon, and Dean, with whose aid, 
I held services, for three successive days, ending on Sunday the 21st 
May. The efiect of these services we had reason to believe were de- 
cidedly beneficial, and issued in the organization of what I have no 
doubt will prove a well established country congregation. To the 
."itipervision and pastoral care of this congregation, I have appointed 
Vii'i Rev. Mr. Dean. 

On Monday, tho 22d May, I held an ordination in the Parish of^ 
John, West Baton Rouge, at which, after service and a senmrn by the 
Rev. D. S. Lewis, I admitted Mr. John Benson to the order of 

Deacons. 

On the 2d Sunday after Trinity, I preached in the Seaman's Bethel 
In New Orleans. 

On the dd Sunday after Trinity, I assisted in the services at St. 
John's Church, Thibodeaux. 

On the 5th Sunday after Trinity, I addressed a colored congregation 
on the Lafourche, at which time I administered ihe Holy Communiiaw 

Qn the 13th Sunday after Trinity, I officiated at East PMoag!oufai» 
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On flie 17th Sunday after Trinity, I^officiated in St. John's Church, 
^Thibodeaux, and catechised the children of that parish. 

On the 19th Sunday after Trinity, I preached to a colored congre- 
gation on the Lafourche. 

On the 30th Sunday after Trinity, I read the service lind preached 
in St. John's Church, Thibodeaux. 

Ob the 4th Sunday in Advent, I preached to the colored congrega- 
tion of the Rev. Mr. Sandeb, on the Lafourche, and confirmed twenty- 
six persons. 

On Monday, the 15th January, Pread the service, preached^ and 
attended a ftmeral in the Parish of Assumption. 

On the 4th Sunday after Epiphany, I preached at Grace Church, 
New Oiieans. 

On Septuagesima Sunday, I preached at the Seaman's Bethel, New 
Orleans, in the morning, and in the afternoon held service at Algiers. 

On the 1st Sunday in Lent, I officiated on the Lafourche. 

On the Ist Sunday after Easter, I preached in Christ Church, New 
Oileans in the morning, and confirmed eleven persons. 

« 

In the afternoon of tjie same day, I preached at the Seaman's 
Bethel, in the same city, and confirmed sixteen persons. 

Aft night, of the same day, I preached at Grace Church, New Or- 
leans, and confirmed thirteen persons. 

From the above, it will be perceived that I have baptized one in- 
&nt and attended one funeral. I have held eleven confirmations, at 
which I have confirmed one hundred and twelve persons. I have or- 
dained one Deacon and one Priest. 

Of the clerical changes in the Diocese, I have to report that I have 
leceived the Rev. W. H. Burton into this Diocode by letters dimissory 
from the Diocese of Tennessee, and I have transferred by similar 
letters, the Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D., to the Diocese of Connecticut ; 
and the Rev. Alexander McLeod and the Rev. Wm. J. Lynde, to the 
Diocese of Mississippi. 

The present number of candidates tor orders is one, Mr. Henry T. 

j^ee. 

The Rev. Mr. Burton has taken charge of Zion Church, St Mar 
dBBville, and a Missionary station at New Iberia, on the River Teche . 

No change has occurred in the field of labour of the Clergy. 
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The SchooU for the education of the youiigv under the care wad 
patronage of the Diocese, are all in a sound and healthy condition. 
Among those for bojs, I feel speciallj warranted in bringing to the 
notice of the Convention, that of St John's Churcht Thibodeauz, 
which merits high commendation for the subordination and deconnn 
of the youth who compose it, and the thoroughness and eflSciency of 
the instruction imparted. 

To the list of those devoted to the instruction of girls, has been 
added that of the Rapides Female Seminaiy, under the special care 
of the Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of SL James' Alexandria. This 
Seminary is under the supervision of the Rev. E. Guion, and is, at 
this early period of its career, well sustained with a liberal patronage. 
More ample accommodations are in a process of constraction, whidi, 
when finished, will enable the efficient corps of teachers employed in 
its service greatly to extend its means of usefulness. It purpoaee to 
impart the most liberal education usually sought fi>r females. 

Upon such schools must dq>end the hope of the Church fi>r a wise 
and judicious training of the young ; and we should not rest satisfied 
imtil they are multiplied, more or less, over the whole Diocese. In 
order to this, we have the means in our hands, and we need only to 
wiUit 

The state of the Diocese is that of gradual, but steady and safe, 
progress. 

Our pulpits are less numerous than we could wish, for meeting the 
wants of the increasing population, and an advancing Church-exten- 
sion ; but from those we have, we hear nothing but clear and explicit 
statements of the great doctrines of the cross, as taught in our Bibles, 
and set forth in their plain and obvious sense in those standards, 
which have come down to us from the Reformation. 



On Motion, Ordered^ That the Committee on Canons be 
continued with a view of reporting at the next Conrention. 

Dr. Hawks resigned as a member of that Committee, and 
the Rev. Amos D. Mc Coy was elected to fill the vacancy. 

On Motion, the Rev. Charles Goodrich was appointed 
Chairman of the above Committee. 
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jResolved, That the Convention has heard with profound 
regret of the death (under circumstances of the most melan- 
choly and painful character) of David Chambers, Esq. of the 
Parish of East Baton Rouge ; and that the Convention sin- 
cerely deplore the loss the Church has sustained, in tho 
removal of a member of eminent personal worth, and who 
gave promise of extensive usefulness in the Diocese. 

Resolved^ That, as a further expression of the feelings of 
this Convention of respect for the memory of the deceased 
Mr. Chambers, the Secretary be directed to furnish a Copy 
of these Resolutions to the Rector of the Parish of St. James, 
East Baton Rouge, with the request, that he communicate 
the same to his Vestry, and to the family of the deceased. 

The Committee, on the subject of assessments in support 
of the Episcopate, 

Reportj That they have had the subject under considera- 
tion, and recommend the adoption of the Rates determined 
upon at the last Convention, as being the proper rule of 
assessment, for the current Ecclesiastical year, upon the dif- 
ferent Churches of the Diocese, viz: 

Christ Church, New Orieans — Salary 
St Paure « " " 

Grace " " " 

French Protestant Church, N. O. « 
Annunciation " <' " 

Grace Church, St Francisville, '< 



St John's 

St John's 

St Mary's 

St James' 

Trinity 

St James' " 

Christ 



« 
(I 

« 

<< 



« 



Thibodeauz, 

W. Baton Rouge, « 

Franklin, " 

Alexandria, " 

Natchitoches, " 

Baton Rouge, " 

Covington, 



« 



Y 4(7000, 


Anessment 


8350 


2000, 


« 


100 


2500, 


(C 


125 


1500, 


« 


75 


1200, 


« 


60 


1200, 


C( 


60 


1000, 


M 


50 


1000, 


<« 


50 


1000, 


M 


50 


1000, 


M 


50 


800, 


« 


40 


600, 


« 


30 


600, 


« 


30 



$31,400. $1070 

WM. R. NICHOLSON, 
GEO. S. GUION, 
L. G. DUNCAN. 
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MISSIONARY IN WEST BATON ROUGE. 

FuMiAk 6 

MarriasM— Colored 1 ..... . I 

Preaebedto Whito CooffMatioBi 16 timM 

Do. Colored Do. 9 <• . . ToUl— 95 

JOHN BENSON. 



ST. JAMES' CHURCH, EAST BATON ROUGE. 

Bmpiimio— Adults 1, Infante 10, .... II 

MaRia||oa ....... d 

Coafirmafiona ...... S 

Comnumicanta ...... 15 

Buiiala ........ 6 

CoUoctionaatCoMmimiMmaiid for Pkririi pupoaea— $78. 

The pastoral relation of the undersigned with the above Ptebh willi 
after due notice to his Vestry and Bishop, hare terminated with the 
Session of the present Convention* The condition of the Fuish fir 
the last twelve months, and more, has been exceedingly antowaid. 

The death, by a mysterious visitation, of Mr. David Chambers, is 
severely felt by the socie^ generally in which he moved ; but perhaps 
above all, by the undersigned, to whom his gentle spirit, his prudent 
counsel, his cheerful, generous, and truly christian aid and exanqrie, 
were never-failing sources of encouragement under triaL 

JOHN BURKE, Rector. 



The undersigned respectfully reports to the Bishop of the Diocese, 
that he has officiated at St, Martinsville and New Iberia since Ist 
November last The congregations are small, but manliest an 
interest for the establishing of the Church amongst them. The min- 
isterial duties performed are as follows : 

ZION CHURCH, ST. MARTINSVILLR 

Baptized — ^Adolt 1, Infant 1, • • • . 3 

Marriage ....... i 

Borial ........ 1 

CONGREGATION AT NEW IBERIA. 

Baptized— Children ... 3 

Bniial ....... 1 

W. H. BURTON. 
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, CITY OF LAFAYETTE. 

Baptisiii»— Adults 5, Infants lOr-lW ... 15 

Marriages ....... 3 

Funerals .' . 13 

Commnnicants — Removed 5, Added 24, Present number 30 

Sunday Scholars aud Teachers .... 50 

C. p. CLARKE, Rector. 



ST, PETER'S CHURCH, MORGANZA— ST. JAMES', 

WILLIAMSPORT. 

Soon after the last Convention I commenced the labors of the Min* 
istry in the Parish of Pointe Couple. For some five or six months, 
held Service every Sabbath at Morganza. Much interest was awa- 
kened on the establishment of the Church, and a sufficient amount of 
means proffered to erect an edifice. The Congregation is steadily 
increasing, and the happy effects of the ministration of the gospel 
generally acknowledged. Since last November, I have officiated 
twice a month^at Williamsport ; and efforts made there, have, with 
the blessing of God, been crowned with abundant success. A oen- 
tral and pleasant location for a Church Edifice was kindly donated by 
the late Col. Williams, and a substantial edifice of brick, 70 feet in 
length, has been contracted fer, and a sufficient amount of fenda sub* 
scribed to complete the building without foreign aid. 150 Prayer 
Books and 50 Bibles distributed, and a demand ^exists fer more. 
From 50 to 60 Children have attended the Sabbath Schools during the 
year. I have baptized 28, and officiated at three fimerals. Some 
considerable attention has been paid to the cultivation of Church 
Music ; and a portion of the youth have made good improvement in 

this deliditfiil part of our Church Service. 

FRED. DEAN. 



ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

Baptisms . .30 

Marriages .•••-•». 6 

Funends ....... 34 

Communicants — Removed 30, Died 3 — 33, Added 30, 
Present number ...... 100 

Sunday School 350 

C. GOODRICH, JZedor. 
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REPORT OF ELUAH GUION. PRINCIPAL OF RAPIDES FEMALE 

SEMINARY, AeAVL ALEXANDRIA. 

Shortly after the adjournment of hut Convention, I reluM|qiahed 
mj charge of Trinity Church, Natchitoches, and have ainoe been 
chiefly engaged in duties connected with the Seminary under my 
chaige, which went into operation on the 7th of August la^t Tho 
institution has been established by the Rector* Churchwardens, and 
Vestrymen of St James' Church, Parish of Rapides, with the advice 
and approbation of the Bishop of the Diocese, who is, ex-officio, a 
Visitor of the Institution, as is also the Rector of SL James' Church. 

The funds for its establishment were contributed by Tarious indi- 
viduals in this Parbh ; ubt an enlargement being required, finther 
means were sought and obtained to some extent from individualB in 
New Orleans ; so that by the commencement of the next term, July 
1st, we shall have ample and comnx)dious iNiiUings ibr 50 Piipils. 
The present number b 28. 

A valuable and complete Philosophical and Chemical apparaSua 
has been obtained for the Seminan', bv means of contributions ob- 
tained in the city of New York, thniugh the active ezertionB ol the 
Rector of St. James' Church, Parish of Rapides, who has also been 
the chief instrument for procuring funds for the establishment of tho 
Seminary. 

The situation of the Scminarr being in the Pine Woods, 20 miks 
from Alexandria, is remarkable for health and retirement ; and the 
liberal contributions made for its establishment, furnishing the use of 
the buildings to the Principal free of renc, enable him to receive 
Pupils at a very moderate rate, the charge being $60 per term of Five 
Months, including Board and Tuition in English, French, and Vocal 
Music. Elxtra charges are made for Instrumental Music, Washing, 
Books and Stationery, and for the advanced course of English. 

The regular Ser\-icc3 of the Church are held on Sundays, with tho 
study of the Scriptures and the Church Catechism. 

Without desiring to derogate from other institutions under the ^s- 
pices of the Church in this diocese and elsewhere, it is believed, that 
this Institution presents peculiar claims to the fitvourable regard of 
Parents and Guardians of the female portion of the childreii and youth 
in the South. 

Siitf'o my last ivi>crt, 1 have otTK^iated nrcasionally at Natchitoches, 
Aloxnndria, and Now Orleans — in all 23 times, besides kolditig regl^ 
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lar sei vices at the Seminary, with btkt few interruptions : have bap- 
tized 12 infants, five at Natchitoches, and seven in Rapides; 
administered the ^Communion twice, and peiffimned the Marriage 
ceremony twice. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

ELIJAH GUION. 
'Rapides Female Seminary, near Alexandria, 

April 14th, 1840. 



CHRIST CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

"BaptismB— Adults 1, Infants 36, Colored 3— total, 40 

Confirmed U 

Communicants 15D 

•Marriages *1S 

^Interments ....... 10 

F. L. HAWKS, Rector. 



SOUTHERN INSTITUTE, JACKSON, EAST FELICIANA. 
Ret* Wiluam B. Lackt, D.D., Riotor. 

In oonsequence of the existence of Cholera in the State, and the 
multiplication of Boarding Schools for Young Ladies, the number of 
Pupils in the Institute is considerably less than it was at the time the 
last report was made. We have now 18 boarders, and fourteen day 
scholars. The Schod is in a iieahhy and vigorous condition, and 
will, I hope, soon recover its former number. 

Since the last Convention, I have officiated one Sunday in CUnton, 
one In Grace Church, St. Francisville, and the tresidue i^ Sundays at 
the Institute : have baptized seven of its inmates, and tme or two 
olher children, and attended three ftmerals in diflferent {dlaces. 

WILLIAM B. LACEY. 



ST. JOHN»S ^^HtmOII, WB»T BATON ROUGE. 

BaptiBms->-White, Adolts 1, Inftmts 3 ) . 

•* Colored « 3, "20) tdC«), . 3T 

Confirmations — White 4, Colored 9, . ^1^ 

Marria^ ... 1 

Bvrials . 9 

Communicanti — White, Added 3, Remcrved 1 . . 90 

" Colorod " 3, « 9, Dropped 1, C5» 
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Contributed to Domoitic MmoiB $25 
Foreign " . . 5 
Dioceeui <* 833j 
Simerannoated Clefgymen, &c. B32| 
Colored Congregation for Afri- 
can Minion . 4^ 952,15 



t< 
it 
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Ab a very large pait of our Parish is under water, its pecuniarj 
condition has been greatlj depressed, and the report of contributions 
to church objects consequently small. 

A. H. LAMON, Rector. 



GRACE CHURCH, ST. FRANCISVILLE. WEST FEUCIANA. 

BapUsme — Infanta ...... 10 

Confimed ..<....« 6 

Interments • ... 13 

Mamagee ....... 5 

Communicants — ^Added 10, Died 1, Removed 4, . 35 

During the past year upwards of 9300 have been contributed for 
various benevolent puqioses. 

Collections have been taken up in the Church, as directed by 
resolutions of Convention. 

D. S. LEWIS, Rector. 



ST. MARY'S CHURCH, FRANKLIN. 

The Rector of the Parish reports to the Right Rev. the Bishop of 
the Diocese the annexed statement, viz. : 

Baptisms— White 4, Colored 2— Children— Total, . 6 

Commouicants ...... 14 

Marriages — White 1, Colored 1, total ... 2 

Interments ....... 6 

The condition of the Parish is encouraging. The attendance on 
the services continues to be good — indeed the number has increased 
during the last year. The vessel by which our pews have been 
shipped is looked for daily ; and arrangements having been made to 
put them up and complete the inside of the Church, we will go im- 
mediately on with the work. We calculate that it will be ready for 
consecration by June next ; and it is a pleasing reflection that we 
will enter our building free of debt. While wo thus, after much 
patience and care, have cause for thankfulness that God has raised 
up friends for the Church, we have been called upon to mourn the 
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loss of one of her first friends and liberal supporters, in the decease of 
the late Janies Carter, Esq., of this Parish ; — our loss has been 
his gain. Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL G, LITTON, Rector. 



ST. JAMES' CHURCH, IN THE PARISH OF RAPIDES. 

Baptisms — ^White, Adults 3, Colored, Adults 6 ) 

" " Infants 14, " Infants 107 ] total, 130 

Confirmed ....... 13 

Communicants — Added 14, Died 1, Whole number 31 



Contributions for Silver Communion Set by the Ladies . $200 

" Superannuated Clergymen . . 7 50 

" Episcopal Fund ... 50 

The Sunday School has SO Scholars, and 4 Teachers. 

The Vestry are prosecuting the work of building the Church. 

The Rapides Female Seminary is increasing in extent and usefiil- 
viess, and promises much for the good of the Church in that portion 
of the Diocese. 

I deem it my duty here to record my deep sense of gratitude, espe- 
cially to Mr. Meredith Calhoun, for his very liberal aid towards the 
Church and Seminary. 

AMOS D. McCOT, Rector. 



GRACE CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

Communicants — Reported last Convention 90, Removed 4, ) 

Total at present ( 107 
Baptisms— Infants, white 29, Colored 4, > 

" Adults, « 6, . . J total, 39 

Confinnations ...... 13 

Funerals ....... 34 

Marriages — ^White 13, Colored 2, total 15 

CoNectod for benevolent purposes $192,35 

<* City -mission purposes 271,00 

Sunday School as last reported.' 

WM. R. NICHOLSON, Rector. 
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VfiPORT OF L*EGUSE PROTESTAMTE FRANCAISE OF NEW 

ORLEANS. 

B«|iiiHi»— AdnlU 0, Infaiiti 4» . . . . 4 

Intonnente— PariihioMni 3, Noo-Fkriiluoiien 4, 7 

Since the lait report of this Church was presented to the Conven- 
tlon* the Vestry have succeeded in fitting up the old edifice, comer 
of Bienville and Rampart Streets, for divine service. Little could be 
done during the summer but visiting the French fiimilies in the city 
and vicinity, and endeavouring to awaken in their minds an interest 
in Divine things. The results have not been quite so encouraging 
as wo were led to hope they would be. I commenced holding Di- 
vine Service on the 1st November, and established a Supday School 
for Children, and a Bible Class for Adults, hoping, by the latter 
means, to gain access to minds that could not be reached by any 
other way. In this, I met with but indifferent success : it was so 
difficult a matter to excite an interest in these minds, so long unac- 
customed to attendance upon any religious service's whatsoever. 

I visited a huge number of fiunilies, and made constant efibrts to 
■awaken them to a sense of their responsibility to Grod and to tEeir 
souls, but with comparatively unimportant results. By perseverance 
in this good work, under the Divine blessing, much can be done^ but 
it must be the woric of time. The field is extensive — th9 opportuni- 
ties of doing good are immense ; but no immediate results must be 
looked for, owing to the peculiar nature of this field of labour. 

The pastoral relation of the undersigned with this Church has 
ceased, by his resignation, from the 1st of April. 

THDOS. D. OZANNE, Rector. 



<CHURCH OP THE ANNUNCIATION, NEW ORLEANS. 

Rev. N. O. PftBOTON, Rsgtdr. 

.'Baptiflms-— Adults 3, Children 50, . .53 

Maniagw ....... 31 

Burials — ^Parishionen 5, Non-Parishionen 13, 18 

Communicants — Removed 9, Died 3, Added 25, Present 

number ....... 94 

The Sunday School numbers — Children 150, Teachers 17, 167 

^Collections for Alms at the Holy Communion |^ 45^ 

" Incidental Ibqpettees 150 

« P. E. City ViMm . 99 50 
« by the Ladies Society, Auxiliary to the City 

Mission Society .... 1098 30 
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Public Services, regular, morning and evening of all Sundays 
excepting three. 

Ako on the greater Festivals, Thanksgiving-day, on Wednesdays 
and Fridays during the season of Lent, and every day except Saturday, 
of I^assion week, there has been Morning Prayer and a Lecture. 

The Conununion has been administered monthly, as also on the festi- 
valrof the Nativity and Easter-day; and upon the whole, with devout 
thankfulness to God, to whose abounding grace we are indebted, our 
prospects were never more encouraging than at present. 



Balize, April 7th, 1849. 
To the Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk, D.D., 

Bishop of the Diocese of Louisiana. 
Since my last report (1848), nothing of interest has occurred in 
relation to the ecclesiastical afiairs in my field of labor, except that 
there has been a constant falling off in the contributions to my sup- 
port ; and the consequent necessity of devoting more of my time to 
secular employments has precluded the possibility of using my time 
in such, a way as would tend most to the growth and prosperity of 
the Chiuch. The amount received on subscription during the last 
luae months has not been more than $157. Other things are about 
the same as at my last report. 

No change in Communicants. 

Marriages, none. 

Baptisms — Infants, White 7, Colored 4, . 11 

Funerals — Adults 5, Infants 3* . 8 

Sunday Scholars ...... 30 

R. H. RANNEY. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH. TUIBODEAUX. 
Rev. J. Sanoels, Rector. 

The Rector of this Church respectfully reports to the Bishop as 

follows : 

Baptiams— White; Infantt 2, Cdlored, Adults 7, Infants 19 36 

Coofixmations — Colored persons 36 

Foaerale— Whites. 7, Colbred penuuiB 3,. . . . 9 

Commnnicants— Reported last year, 5!6 Whites, and 3 Colored 
penons. ¥nmjat niunber, 33 WhitM, and 33fColored per- 
sons, total ....... 64 

Marriages of White persons 1, Colored persons 3 3 



^'J « joi'KNAL or Till: TROrEEUIXr.S 

i'oiitriiiiitiotiv lo Sunday Sohuol piirjMwe* . ^39 95 

Finit puymeiit uii Or};uii 340 95 

*' Diocesan ])urj»o9"s 65 00 

The Rector of this Cluircli Ins ilov«)tr(l th«» afternoon of every 
Loitl's (lay to tlio instmction of a comrrrtratitm of Negroes on a lai^ 
I'lantation in iiw iiiMghbourho id. TIiosc ))Ln>pIe had been under in- 
Ktructi;;!! ii.T nearly two years. Tliey were examined, one by one, 
by tlio Rector, and frequent iiMjuirios made concerning them of their 
Master, himf;e]f a cliristiau man : and the result was, that 26 of them 
Avcre unhesitatingly presented to the Bishop for confirmation, on the 
Sunday bcloro Chri:^tmas, and i:nniediately admitted to the commu- 
nion. Four more have since been admitted. The change efiected 
in these people is such as greatly to encourage efibrts in behalf of 
this portion ot'our population. The work is of God — ^it is proved to 
be so, by the gmily walk and conversation of every one of those 
rontirinod. 



PARISH LAFOURCHE INTERIOR. 
In regard to the condition of my charge, consisting of a colored 
congregation on an estate near ThilxHleaux, I have to report, viz. : 

Marriagpfl ....... 2 

CommunicantR 90 

Funerals — Adults 4, Children 8, total, ... 12 

The Gospel preached to these colored people, as well as oral in- 
struction given to a Sunday School, of 130 colored children, appear 
to operate usefully and beneficially in all respects. 

SPENCER WALL. 



REPORT OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL BETHEL FOR 
SEAMEN, FOR YEAR ENDING APRIL 18th, 1849. 

Your Missionary reports official acts performed : 

BaptiBmB—AduHs 6, Infants 233, .... 239 

Marriages . * . , iQO 

Funerals ....... 210 

Confirmations . . . 17 

Communicants . .134 

The Sabbath School Aambeis 132 Scholars, and 14 Teachers. 

Divine Service has been regularly held, al^'ays twice on every 
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Sabbath, frequently three times ; once generally through the week ; 
during Lent, twice a week, except Passion Week, when Service war* 
heW every day in the week. At almost every opportunity lor Divine 
Service, the congregations have been large ; and many times, per- 
sons leave the door for want of room in the house. 

During the past year, we have, with our small means, given and 
sent abroad 200,000 pages of Tracts, 186 copies of the Bible, 300 of 
the New Testament, 257 books of Common Prayer, 294 Manuals of 
Prayer, 1000 different religious books, bound volumes ; fitted up a 
Reading-room, which has been well supplied with Books, Papers, 
and religious matter, for Sailors to read. This Reading-room has 
been, I have no doubt, productive of great good, as many of the Sea- 
men have attended, *dm'ing the evenings, to read and pray. 

The objects which the Missionary Society of Young Men have 
had in view, and have steadily followed-, are 

Ist, The Bethel Chapel, where Seamen may hear the story of the 
Cross, and of a Saviour's dying love for the salvation of mankind ; 
and many have heard, believed, and felt the precious Truth, and, we 
trust, have been made wise unto Salvation. And frequently has your 
Missionary's heart been cheered and encouraged, when, at the ad- 
ministration of the Lord's Supper, he has witnessed the sailor-boy, 
of 16 years, and the veteran sailor, of 60, bowed at the Table, with 
deep feelings of gratitude and love to their Heavenly Father, for 
having spared them through another voyage, once more to seal anew 
their allegiance to the Great Captain of our and their salvation. 

2nd. A Reading-room. 

3rd. To fit up the house which we now occupy, as a temporary 
Chapel, for a Home, or Boarding House, for the sailor, when on 
shore, where he may, like other men, be made comfortable, and saved 
from some of the traps which are laid for him. 

The Ist. The Chapel is now in course of erection, and, by contract, 
is to be ready for Divine Son* ice on the first Sunday in August. 

The 2nd. The Reading-room has been opened since October ; and 
when the Chapel is finished, or as soon as they can possibly secure 
the money to fit up the houf?c for the Home, it will, with God's blessing, 
be accomplished. All which is respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES W. WUITALL, 
Misshnary to Scamrn of the Protestant Ephropal Chyrch, 

yctr Orhans, 
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UEPOKF OF COMMHTEE ON THE STATE OF THE 

CHURCH. 

The Rev. Mr. Goodrich, from the " Committee on the state of the 

Church," presoiited the following Report : 

It is a matter of regret to the Committee, that, in conseqaence of 
the prevalence of the Epidemic Cholera in the diocege, the attend- 
ance of the Clergy and Laj-delcgates at the Convention is less than 
usual, and the reports of the Parishes not so full, as to enable the 
Committee to furnish a satis&ctorj statement with respect to the 
condition of the Church. But from what has been presented, we 
have reason to be grateful for the degree of prosperftj whu^ veems 
to have attended the ministration of the Gospel. New churehea bare 
been erected, new parishes formed, new fields of labour opened, and 
additional laborers have entered upon the work ; while ia tbe old 
and settled parishes there has been a steady increase, botk in the 
attendance on public worship, and in the numbors added to the com- 
munion. With the exception of one or two parishes, where circum- 
stances have been un&vorable to the growth of the Cluirch, the 
rectors and ministers speak encouragingly 6f the coaditiom and pros- 
pects of their several cures. 

It is not forgotten, that outward prosperity is not always indicative 
of the growth of inward grace. The increase of churches^ and the 
multiplication of hearers of the word, may co-exist, with a state of 
indifference and apathy with respect to the essential things of the 
Gospel : still, from all that appears, it becomes your Committee to 
express the conviction, that, with the enlargement of the means of 
.grace, there has also been a corresponding improvement ia wkat is 
less palpable to the senses, but most of all important in the sight of 
God — ^the spiritual health of the Church. The word preadked is not 
without its wholesome fruits of grace ; a spirit of serious and consis- 
tent piety seems to be increasing, and, we trust will continue to pre- 
vail more and more, till the Church ia this diocese shall appear as 
" a city that cannot be hid." 

It is gratifying to your Committee to observe, that the attention o^ 
the clergy and others has been directed, with so much interest and 
success, to the religious instruction d*the colored portion of our popu- 
lation. Several congregations have been gathered, where the regular 
muiistrations of the Gospel are observed ; and among these, very en- 
couraging results have been attained. Much morPy however, remains 
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to be accomplished ; and it. is confidently hoped, that the pious lay- 
men of the church, who hav6 it in their power to furnish facilities to 
this object-^feeling their responsibilities, and perceiving the great 
benefit to be derived — will co-operate with the clergy in afibrding 
sound religions instruction to this too long neglected class. What 
strong claims these people have upon our prayers and labors, is most 
obvious. Let riot the reproach of neglecting them be permitted to 
lay at our door ! 

The cause of general ieiducatreii, \<rhich has been so often aad ear- 
nestly presented by the Bishop to the consideration of the diocese, 
(Mintinues to iheceive in some placed a just degree of attention. Good 
fruits have already resulted from the schools established, and much 
more may be Confidently anticipated. We look to these nurseries of 
sound knowledge and early piety^ for the future ornaments and pillars 
of the Church of Christ in this diocese. They are believed to be 
equal, in every particular^ to any schools of the same class in any 
part of the codntcy. They deserve the confidence of the church, and 
they ought to be cherished by its patronage. 

In c(»iclusion, (he Committee would express their gratification in 
view of the general harihony, in opinion and feeling, which appears 
to prevail among the members of this diocese, both clerical and lay. 
Firmly attached to the distinctive features of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, and grounded in the true' principles of the gospel of 
(he grace of God, with whatever minor difierences, they are as one 
body in Christ, imited itt the felld^i^shlp of mutual love and confidfence, 
undisturbed by contentious disputationil. Let it be our common efibrt, 
to continue and perpfetuate this state of peace and harmony — ^not by 
Hie i^acrifice of any christian principle, but by the exercise of mutual 
ehifitBan forbearance ; so shall we fulfil the injunction of the apostle 
—^endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace." 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
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CoNVBirrioii of Protkitant EmcorAL Chdbch of Lovuuna oi agcouiit wmt ' 

1848.] JOHN L. LOBDELL, Trtamrer. [Dr. 

May 6, — To the following amoonta paid on accoant of mmuBmait^ 
for the Biahcm. See voucher, reoei|lt No 1, tb : 
From St. James* Church, Baton Rouge, 1847, caA,$15 00 
** St John's " West Baton Hoage, 1845, 

1846, and 1847, carii, 75 00 
« St James' « Alexandria, 1847, cash, 5 00 



«i 



" — ^To the following amounti paid on account do. in 
drafts and cash. See voucher No* 2, vis : 
From St. James* Church, Baton Rouge, 1848, drafts, 90 00 

St FrancisfUle do . do 60 00 

Natchitoches, do do 40 00 

do 1847, do 5 00 

Alezaadria, 1840, do 45 00 

d« do cash, 5 00 



" Grace 


« 


« Trinity 


tt 


" Do. 


(( 


« St James* 


»( 


« Do 


t€ 



« 



22, — To the fc^owing amounts paid on account of doc in 

drafts. See voucher No. 3, vix : 

From Christ Church, New Orleans, 1848, draft, 3^ 00 

St Paul's " « " •* 100 00 

Grace " " « " 75 00 

Protestante Franpaise « « " 75 00 

Annunciation Church" « <• 60 00 

St John's « Thibodeaux,« « 50 00 

St Mary's « Franklin, " " 50 00 

Do. " « 1847, " 10 00 

Christ " Covmgton, « " 5 00 

Do. " " 1848, •' 30 00 



« 
<< 
<< 
« 
« 
tt 
it 
it 
it 



$ 95 Od 



185 09 



805 00 



July 18, — Te amount paid B. M. Norman, for publishing and bind- 
ing 1000 copies of Journals of Tenth Convention. See 
voucher No. 4, ..... 150 OO 

<( « — fpo amount paid do. bal. due for publication of Journals of 

Ninth Convention. See same voucher. 41 50 

May 6, — ^To amount transfbned to Fuud m aid of Superannuated 
Clergymen, their widows and children. Collections paid 

1849. in this year, ..... 20 00 

April 19,~To Postages, 2 OO 

$1,298 5tf 

1848. Ca. 

May 3, — By i>alance oil band from last account See Journal 1848, $102 H 
«( 6, — By amount received on account of Bishop's assessments, viz : 

From St James* Church, Alexandria, 1848, draft, . . 45 00 

Do. " " " cash, . . 5 OO 

St James* *< Baton Rouge, « draft, 30 00 

Grace " St FrancisviUe* " " . 60 00 

" Trinity " Natchitoches, « " 40 00 

«< Do. " « 1847, " 5 00 
II <i, — By amount received on account of Publication Fund, viz : 

From St James* Church, Alexandria, balance due, cash, 20 00 
5, — From members of Convention in Gmee Chnrdi, St. Francis- 

ville, cash, . . . . . 12 25 



tt 
tt 
tt 



tt 
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•* **, — By amount received from Rector of Grace Church, St. Fran- 
cisviile, Collections of 1847, in aid of Superanuated Minis- 
ters, their widows and children, 90 00 

**^ 32, — By amount received on account of Bishop's Assessments, viz: 

From Christ Church, New Orleans, 1848, draft, 

" St. Paul's " «* " « 

" Aanunciation '* " " " y 

" Grace " " " « . 

" Eglise Protestante " " « 

" St.John's Church, Thibodeaux, " « 

" St Mary's " Franklin, « « 

" Do. " i* 1847, " 

** Christ " Covington, " " 

« Do. " " 1848," 

** **t — By amount received on account of Publication fund. 

From St.Mary's Church, Franklin, balance due, cash, 
July , — 6y amount received on account of publication Amd, 

From St. Paul's Church, New Orleans, 1848, draft, 
1849. ** Christ " Covington, 1847 & 1848> 

April 19, — By balance due Treasurer, 



tt « — j^Q balance due Treasurer, at this date, ... 98 50 

JOHN L. LOBDELL, Secretary and Treasurer. 



350 00 


100 00 


60 00 


75 00 


75 00 


50 00 


50 00 


10 00 


5 00 


30 00 


no 00 


15 00 


30 00 


98 50 


1^1,298 50 



JOHN L. LOBDELL, Treasurer of Convention of Protestant Episcopal Church 

1849. of Louisiana, Dr. 

April 18 — To amount of Fund in aid of Superanuated Ministers, their 

wives and children, . . . . . 114 52 

To amoant transferred ta fund — collections of 1847, from 
Grace Church, St. Francisville, transferred May''6,^1848, 20 00 

To eight per cent, interest on amount of Fund, up to May 
6th, 1849, one year, . . . 10 76 

145 28 



JOHN L. LOBDELL, Treasurer of Convention of Protestant Episcc^l Church 
1B49. of Louisiana, Dr. 

AprtI 18 — To amount' of Fund in aid of the Episcopate in Louisiana, 

up to May 6, 1848, 5 40 

',To eight per cent interest thereon, up to 6th May 1849, 43 

$5 83 



M <( 
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Amouat due on FuUication Fond, tis: 

From St M&ry's Church, Bayou Goula, 

1846, 1847, 1848, 1840, •40 09 

Zion Church, St MartinsTiUo, 1847, 1848, 1840, 80 00 

St. Luke's Church, VermiUionTiUe 1847^ 1848, 1840, 80 00 

St. James' Church, Baton Rouge. 1840, 10 00 

St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge, 180, 10 06 

Grace Church, St. FraxicLsville, 1840, 12 00 

Holj Trinity Chu]rdh, La&yette, 1840, 10 00 

St. John's Churca, Thibodeaux, 1840, 10 00 

Trinity Church, Natchitoches, 1840, 10 00 

Annunciation Church, New Q^l^aiub 1^9, 12 00 

Christ Church, do ld4d,' iO 00 

Protestante FnuM^aise Church, New Orleans, 1848^ 15 00 

St. Paul's Church, New Orleans, 1840, 20 00 

Grace Church, do. 1840^ 15 00 

St. James' Church, Alexandria, 1840, 10 00 

St. Mary's Church, Franklin, l8i0, 10 00 

Christ Church, Covington, 1840, I9 00 

•324 00 

Amount due on Bishop's Assessments, 

From St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge, 1848, $50 00 
'^ From all tho Churches for the year 1840. See page 13, 



On motion^ 

Resolved^ That the second Wednesday in Mb; A. D. 1850, 
be the tinio appointed for the meeting of the n<^t Conven- 
tiou in this Diocese. 

On motion, 

Resolvedf That the next Convention be held in St. John's 
Church, Thibodeaux. 

On motion, ordered, that the Convention proceed to the 
choice of Officers for the ensuing year. And on balloting as 
the Canon directs, the following elections were reported by 
the appointed Tellers, Musgrove Evans and A. P. Cleveland: 

For Standing Committee. 

Rev. N. O. PRESTON, Mr. L. €. DUNCAN, 
« CHAS. GOODRICH, « P. M.OZANNE, 
" W. R. NICHOLSON, " WM. M. GOODRICH. 
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For Missionary Committee. 

Rev. N. O. PRESTON, Mr. WM. M. GOODRICH, 

« D.S.LEWIS, " THOS.I. DIX, 

« W.R.NICHOLSON, " P. M. OZANNE. 

For Education Committee. 

Rev. W. B. LACEY,D.D., Hon. GEO. S. GUION. 
" D. S. LEWIS, " CHS. WATTS, 

" AMOSD.McCOY, Mr. L. MATTHEWS, 
" W. R. NICHOLSON. " G.B.DUNCAN. 

For Delegates to the General Convention. 

Rev. Dr. LACEY, Hon. GEO. S. GUION, 

" Dr. HAWKS, Mr. JOHN L. LOBDELL, 

"Mr. GUION, " J.DALEPOWEL, 

« Mr.LAMON. Dr. J. P. DAVIDSON. 

On motion, 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Convention be present* 
ed to the Rev. Nath'l O. Preston for his sermon, preached 
at the opening of this Convention. 

On motion, 

Resolvedy That the thanks of this Convention be presented 
to the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of Christ Church, New 
Orleans, for the use of the Church, for the purposes of the 
Convention. 

On motion, 

Besolvedj That after the accustomed religious exercises, 
this Convention adjourn. 

Whereupon^ after engaging in devotional exercises, con- 
ducted by the Rev. President, the convention adjourned, 
nne die. 

WM. B. LACEY, D. D. 

President of th€ Convention. 
Nath'l O. PREbTON, Secretary. 



Cauotid of ti)e |)roUBtant d^xBto^al (Sl)itrct| 

OF LOUISIANA. 



CANON I. 

OF THB ORGANIZATION OF NEW PARISHES. 

To entitle anj new Parish to be admitted into union witb this 
Convention, it is rquired of those forming said Parish, to conform to 
the provisions of an act of the Legislature of Louisiana entitled ^ an 
act providing for the organization of certain corporations in this 
State," and approved April 30th, 1847 ; and such Parish, Applying 
for admission, besides producing a duly certified record of their com- 
pliance with said act, shall also produce evidence of their having 
adopted resolutions declaring their adhesion to the Cohstitutibn and 
Canons of the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of America, and also to the Constitiifioii 
and Canons of the Diocese of Louisiana. 



CANON IL 

OF PARISH MEETINGS. 

The election of the Wardens, Vestrymen, and P&rish Cleritf 
shall be made at the annual parish meeting, to be held on Easter 
Monday ; which officers shall continue in office till the next annual 
meeting, or till a new election takes place. In case of manifest 
expediency a special meeting may be held for thaf puipose. All 
persons who own or hire a pew, or who contribute annually U> 
the support of the ministry, shall be entitled to Arote. 



CANON IIL 

•OF THB CONVENTION FUND. 

It shall be the duty of every Parish, to send annually to the Trea- 
Burer of the Convention, a sum equal to one per centum on the sal . 
ary of its minister, at least ten dollars annually, and the sum so 
raised shall be appropriated by the Standing Committee to pay for 
publishing the Journals, and other contingent expenses of the Con- 
vention. Each Parish shall be entitled to at least twenty copies of 
the Journals. The Treasurer's annual report to the Convention! 
shall contain a statement of the sum received, the Parishes from 
which they were received, and the purposes for which they were 
expended. The Secretary shall have th«Joumals published and ready 
for distriBution within sixty days after adjoimmient of the convention, 
and the delegates from each parish are required to furnish the 
Secretary with written directions how, and where to transmit their 
respective copies, and no Parish shall be entitled to receive the 
Journals, unless the amount required by Canon shall have been paid. 



CANON IV. 

OF PARISH REGISTERS AND PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

Every Minister shall keep a Register of Baptisms, Confirmations, 
Communicants, Marriages, and Funerals, within his cure, agreeably 
to the twenty-ninth Canon of the General Convention of 1832. The 
Record shall specify the name and time of birth ot the child baptized, 
with the names of the parents and sponsers ; the name of the adult 
baptized; the names of the parties married, and of the persons 
buried ; and also the time when each rite was performed. The re- 
gister shall be kept by the minister, in a book belonging to the Ves- 
try; and incase of a vacancy, by the senior Warden. It shall be 
the duty of the Minister, to present to the annual Convention, a 
statement of the number of Baptisms, Confirmations, Marriages, 
and Funerals within his cure ; together with the number cf Com- 
municants ; distinguishing the additions, removals and deaths, since 
the last report. He may also include in the statement any other 
matters tending to throw light on the condition of the Parish. 
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CANON V. 

OF THE STAlf^nrG COMIIITTU. 

The Standing Committoe shall organize on the day of their elec* 
tion, by choosing a President and Secretary : the latter of whom 
shaU keep a record of all the transactions, and present an abstract 
of the same to each annual Convention. The meetings of the Stan« 
ding Committee may be called at the discretion of the President ; 
and it shall be his duty to call a meeting when requested^hereto by 
any two of Its members.^ 



cInon VI. 

OF THE OOnVENTiOIf. 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a sermont 
and the administration of the Lord's Supper ; and the preacher shldl 
be nominated by the fiishop, or in case of the vacancy in that ofliee, 
by the Standing Committee. There shall also be prayers every 
morning during the session of the Convention. 



Uesolutions ^asstin in tt)e (iloitDention, 



The Bishop of the Diocese is authorized to admit to deacon's or 
ders, under Canon 6th of the General Convention of 1844, such per- 
sons as may apply for the same, and shall, to his satis&ction and to 
tha;t of the Standing Committee of the Diocese, comply with the re- 
quirements of the said 6th Canon. 

There shall be aboard of Education of five or more persons, an- 
nually chosen by the Convention, of which Board the Bishop of the 
Diocese shall always be ex-officio chairman, and to this Board shall 
be confided the supervision of the work of Education in the church. 

The Board shall meet at least once a year, at the time and place 
of holding the Convention, for the purpose of deliberating on the 
interests of Education, and shall present to the Convention a report 
of the state of the schools connected with the church in this Diocese. 
At every such annual meeting, the Board shall cause a sermon or 
address to be delivered on the subject of Education, the preacher or 
speaker having been appointed at least three months previously. 

Any of the parochial clergy may proceed to the formation of paro- 
chial or other schools, if they deem it expedient, reporting tbeir pro- 
ceedings therein to the Board of Education, to be laid before the 
next Convention, subject to the controlling action of that body. 

Teachers to parochial schools shall be chosen by the Board of 
Education, upon the nomination of the Bishop, and shall be remo- 
vable by the Board with the approbation of the Bishop. In case of- 
a vacancy in the Episcopate, the Board shall have power to act alone 
in appointments and removals. 

The Bishop shall be ex-officio visitor of all schools in the Die- 
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cese tha( ar« connected with the church. He shail abo preBCriW 
the religioiu services to be used in said 8chool% and together witb 
the Board designate the books to be studied on all oMUten i^>per« 
taining to the doctrine, ritual ahd government of the church. 

Whenever an individual is desirous of establishing a private liter-* 
ary institution in this Diocese, under the direction of the church, he 
shall make his desire knovirn to the Bishop, who on being satisfied 
with his or her qualifications, and with the locality of the proposed 
school, shall license him or her, and shall appoint three discreet 
Episcopalians as visitors of the establishment. It shall be the 
duty of such visitors to visit the school at least once a quarter, and 
examine the pupils and government thereofl They shall report to 
the Board of Education at each annual Convention, and to the Bishop 
oftener, if necessaiy, the true condition of the school, and endeavour 
generally to promote its true interest and efficiency. 

The Rectors of the several Parishes in this Diocese are to take 
up collections in their several churches on Christmas day of each 
year, in aid of superannuated clergymen, their wives and children, 
and report the annual amount of the same to each annual Conventioa 
thereafter. 

Each minister in this Diocese having a church in charge, is to 
procure annual contributions to the Episcopal fimd, either by Tn^lring 
a collection or otherwise, as he may deem best. The Wardens in 
each Parish are to open a book fi>r the subscription of money in hand 
or in annual instalments, at the option of the subscribers, and also 
for obtaining donations in hand or in any other species of property ; 
and such books, together with a report of any other collections for 
said fund, shall be laid before the Convention at their annual meet- 
tings by the respective clergymen of each Parish* 

Every clergyman in charge of a Parish in the Diocese, shall here- 
after furnish at each annual Convention, to the Education Committee, 
a statement in writing of what is being done in his Parish, in the work 
of Education under the auspices of the Church. 

A sermon on Missions shall be preached at the annual meetings 
of the Convention, with particular reference to the support of Missions 
in the Diocese. The preacher to be appointed by the Bbhop. 

Every clergyman in charge of a Rirish in this Diocese, shall here- 
lafier take up a collection in his church, annually, on or near Ei^phany, 
ferthe aid of Diocesan Missions, and report the tame to the next 
Contention thereafter. 
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I. At the opening of any session of the Convention, the President 
shall take the Chair, and shall continue to preside during the sittingi 
He shall possess the usual powers of presiding officers in delibera- 
tive assemblies, to preserve order and decorum, and shall decide all 
questions of order, subject to an appeal to the House. He shall 
have the right to name 3,vty clb^ical member to perform the duties of 
the Chair ; but such subatitutiok shall not extend beyond an adjourn- 
ment, unless directed by the, House. The person so named shall 
possess all the powers of the President, but shall not lose the right 
of voting while so presiding. 

n. If the Secretary of the preceding Convention be in attendance, 
he shall officiate as such until another bo chosen. If he be not 
present, a temporary Secretary may be appointed, on motion, by 
a viva voce vote. 

III. After the Chair being taken by the President, the Secretary 
shall call over the names of the Clergy entitled to seats in the Con- 
vention, and shall enter in the journals those who are present. 
Notice shall then be given to the lay deputies to place their certi- 
ficates on the table. They shall bo examined by the Secretary, and 
a committee of two members, to be appointed by the President. 
Any irregular or defective certificate shall be suspended until a 
quorum shall have appeared. The names of the lay deputies, duly 
appointed shall then be called, and those who are present shall be 
entered on the journal. The irregular and defective certificates shall 
then be reported to the Convention, who shall decide on the admis- 
sion of the deputies named in them. 

IV. A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the Presi- 
dent shall declare the Convention duly organized. 

V. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention, He 
may appoint an assbtant, who shall perform all the duties of the 
office in the absence of the Secretary. 

VI. The President shall then appoint the following Committees 
to wit : 

1. Committee on new Parishes. 
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(ril Jilt'ctioiis. 
" Sliitf «.f ih- (Miiirrli. 
•• Canons. 

" Koports an«] Aom units of 'IVoasnn^rs. 
** Iniinishcd I'Msimv--^. 
" ]nr()rporati(*ns. 
** Assiv^snionls. 
to pn'scnt names l«>r Standing Committee. 

Dcpnties to (xeneral Convention. 
Trnstocs of General Theological 
Seminar}*. 
" ** " Mi.^sionary Conmiittee. 
" " ** Education Committee. 

VII. The Delegates to come prepared with quotas of Publicatioil 
Fund, and 8up{)ort of the Bishop. 

VIII. Afler daily morning prayer, the order of business shall be as 
fcillows. 

1. The reading, correcting, and approving of the minutes of the 
preceding day. 

2. Calling the names of absent members, and entering on the 
Journal those who appear. 

3. Reports from the various Committees. 

4. Motions, Resolutions and Miscellaneous business. 

IX. The Bishop' s Address shall be in order at aaj time. 

X. Every member who shall bo present when a question is stated 
from the Chair, shall vote thereon, unless excused by the House. 

XI.' No motion shall be put or debated, unless it is seconded ; and 
when seconded, if shall be stated by the President before debate ; and 
every motion shall be reduced to writing, when required by the Pre- 
sident, or onf member. 

XII, If the question ia debate contain several distinct propositions, 
any member may have the same divided. 

Xin. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received 
unless to pospone it indefinitely ; to postpone it to a certain time ; 
to lay it on the table ; to commit it, or amend it ; and motions for either 
of these purposes shall have precedence in the order herein named. 
But a motion to adjourn shall always be in order, when no member 
is speaking, and shall be decided without debate ; and if it be nega- 
tived, it shall not be renewed until some now business has intcrA^cned. 
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XIV. A motion to lay on the table shall be decided without debate. 

XV. On a question being put by the President, it shall be deter- 
mined by the sound of the voices, for or against it ; but any member 
may require a count of the votes, and tellers for that purpose shall 
be appointed by the Chair ; or any three votes may, previous to a 
decision by counts, require the ayes and noes to be taken, which 
shall be done by calling clerical members and the churches repre- 
sented, and the vote shall be entered on the journal. 

XVI. Any five votes may require the ayes and noes, to be taken 
by orders, and when so taken they shall be entered on the minutes. 

XVn. No member may speak more than twice on the same ques- 
tion, without leave of the House. 

AY ill. A question being decided, shall not be reconsidered during 
the same session, without the consent of two-thirds of the votes of 
the Convention, nor without the motion for that purpose being made 
by one of the majority on a prior decision : nor shall any question be 
reconsidered more than once. 

XTK. All special Committees shall be appointed by the Chair, 
unless otherwise specially directed by the House, in which case they 
shall be appointed by ballot ; and the Secretary of the Convention, 
all Standing Committees, and the Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion, shall be appointed by ballot, unless the House shall unanimously 
direct otherwise. 

XX. No standing rule or order shall be suspended, changed, or 
rescinded, without one day's previous notice of a motion to that efiect, 
unless by the votes of two-thirds of the persons present entitled to vote. 

XXI. Before the final adjournment of any session of the Con- 
vention, the minutes of the last day's proceedings shall be read, 
corrected and approved. 





1 


4 

as 

lil 
IP 


s 

i 
i 

E 

ll 


fill 
iili 
I'M 


i -. 


- 
i 
- 


i 

1 


'ill 

1 


1 

s 




purjMHi .... 


:8 ; : : 

it in 




i i i ; i^s i i is is ii 


S : :8 




5 


IJl-"" 


; I ijSa ;S 




ii fi! i i -3* : :srr~ 






- = = 1 


■£ 


r.„.-.i. — ="5 3 -2 " S-S" S3 1 


^ 


«.«,_....'— " - 2 -» " 3 S - -8- ] 


« 


S»T.,. «..-;..= . ...a.-.|....3....ss. 3-=. -|..i-.s-S3 


1 


I 


5 Golo,Tj... " "-S 




5"".-.-; " »■■' 


£ 


; A,u« ....' s-^s -s 3 ;a-a-s 

R isii^sr-' -■■■■8 — 


_ 


c: 


0,..,..,.... - - =■ =• ■ a a-..-.s 'SI 1 


r 


wh.No,, -s' 3s ss s'- es " s s*s;;s..-| 


1 


is 


E J Infant'. 


"- " ■" s ■-■■■••= 










a. 


% .-llafrnt... -'' 2 


a s - "S * : 


gj-gfc. .g 


\ 


Fh 












i 


If 
II 




n 


iS3 i 






iil 




i 


III! 


hiiiiiiil 


!2i 




1 
i 


II 
is 


ii 

It 


J ii i 

ill 

m 


1 


a" 


1 


iil 








1 III ft 



I ■■ 







fr| |r)rliu1>n 



|S : : ; 



1=8 : : :S -ti -.3 :S : :8 

as i i 15 ii Is is i is 



;§;:! 



: :a8figg"r~ 



■ fi2 •= S fi'SSS- 



S lAdnlli 






si l« Ii g ■ IS'IJ if 

°! ij n I s iSiii ■* 

B| aj JJ 3 s *o£35 58 

53 J* a» « o ■loBid »& 

Sm a:^ -jd rf < iPiid-i wG 






iiiJiijiiilp 

II 1^ S- 2 1 nils ^s 

Hi " ■ ■ 

1 ': 

1J11 



piiJiiiiiliii 



It 



Jtei.®^'*:%- 



JOURNAL 



TWELFTH MNUAL CON VEiTriONj 



^Tottstant 4;pi9co|)al liHiiittl) 



m LOUISIANA : 



JOURNAL 



1 i 3271; 



OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 



TWELFTH MNUAL CONVENTION 



OF THB 



['f 



PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 



IN LOUISIANA : 



HELD IN 



0t. loi)n*0 <0:i)ttrcl), 9l[i)ib octane. 



ON 



lidiMdtT, nmday, Fridif iftd latwdty, thi Sth, 90, 10th ud Uth 

dtyi •( Iar> 18i0. 



r 



NEW ORLEANS; 

H. SPra^CER & CO. FRINTERS, « MAGIC PRESS OFFICE," 

89 Maguine Street 

• 1850. 



I<I8T OF PABISHES 



IN THE 



GRACE CHURCH, St FrancisviUe. 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, Wert Baton Rouge. 

ST. JAMES CliURCH, Batda Rouge; 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, Thibodeaux. 

ST. MARY'S CHURCH, Bayou Goula. 

ST. PETER'S CHURCH, Moiganza. 

ASCENSION CHURCH, DonaldsonviUe. 

GRACE CHURCH, Munroe. 

ST. JAMES' CHURCH, Parish of Rapides. 

TRINiry OHURCH, Natchltoche& 

ST. PETER'S CHURCH, Shreveport. 

CHRIST CHURCH, Covington. 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, City of Lafayette. 

CHRIST CHURCH, New Orleans. 

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, do. 

CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION, do. 

GRACE CHURCH, de. 

ST. PETER'S CHURCH for Seamen, do. 

EGLISE PROTESTANTE FRANC AISE. do. 

EMANUEL CHURCH, Parish of Plaquemine. 

ST. MARY'S CHURCH, Franklin. 

ST. LUKE'S CHURCH. VermUlionville. 

ZION'S CHURCH, St. MartiBsvnie. 



ALPHABETICAL. LIST 

OF THE 

Chrgi( nf ijrt SiirnHit if l^nuisiiinD, 

May 8, 1850. 



— *'»##^^^^^^^^#>*'«'» 



The Right Rev. LEONID AS POLK, D. D., Bishop of the Diocese, residing 

near Thibodeaux, Parish of L$^fottrch9 Jnterior. 
Rev. JOHN BENSON, Missionary in West Baton Rouge. 
Rer. JOHN BURKE, residing at Baton Rouge. 
Rev. WM. H. BURTON, officiating at New Iberia. 
Rev. W. CROES CRANE, Rector of Grace Chnrch, New Orleans. 
Rev. FREDERICK DEAN, President of Poydras CoUege. Rector of St Petef s 

Church, and Missionary in the Parish of Pointe Couple , Morganza. 
Rev. CHARLES GOODRICH, Rector of Stt Paul's Church, New Orleans. 
Rev. E. GUION, Principal Rapides Female Seminary, near Alexandria. 
Rev. CHAPLIN S. HEDGES, officiating temporarily at Woodville Mississippi. 
Rev. WILLIAM B. LAGEY, D. D., Rector of Southern Institute for Young 

Ladies, Jackson, Parish of East Feliciana. 
Rev. JOHN H. LINEBAUGH, Rector of St James* Church, Baton Rouge, 

Parish of East Baton Rouge.. 
Rev. ARCHIBALD H. LAMON, Rector of St. John's Church, Parish of West 

Baton Rouge. 
Rev. DANIEL S. LEWIS, Rector of Grace Churdi, St Francisville, Parish of 

West Feliciana. 
Rev. AMOS D. McCOY, Rector of St James' Church, in Parish of Rapides. 
Rev. EDWARD NEVILLE, D. D., Rector of Christ Church, r^ew Orleans. 
Rev. NATHANIEL O. PRESTON,, Rector of the Church of the Annunciation^ 

New Orleans. 
Rev. RODERICK RANNEY, Minister of Grace Ciyirch, Monroe^ Parish of 

Onachita. 
Rev. A. B. RUSSELL, Minister of Emanuel Church, in the Parii^ of Plaquemine. 
Rev. AMBROSE SMITQ, officiating in Christ Church, Covmgton. 
Rev. JOHN SANDELS, Rector of St. John's Church, Thibodeaux, Parish of 

Lafourche Interior. 
Rev. WriLLIAM STEELE, Missionary m the Parish of Caddo. 
Rev. W. C. STOUT, Missionary m State of Arkansas. 

Rev. SPENCER WALL, Minister t6 a Colored Congregation, Parish of La- 
fourche Interior. 
Rev. CHARLES W. WHITALL, Missionary of St Peter's Church for Seamen, 

New Orleans. 
Rev. CHARLES H. WILLIAMSON, Rector of Eglisc Protestanto Fran9aise, 

^ew Orleans. 
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I. At the opening of any session of the Convention, the President shall 
take the Chair, and shall.continue to preside during the sitting. He shall 
possess the usual powers of presiding officers in deliberatiYe assemblies, 
to preserve order and decorum, and shall decide all questions <^ order, 
subject to an appeal to the House. He shall have the right to name any 
clerical member to perform the duties <^the Chair ; but such substitu- 
tion shall not extend beyond an adgoumment, unless directed by the 
House. The persim so named shall possess all the powers of the Pre- 
sident, but shall not lose the right of voting whUe so presiding. 

n. If the Secretary of the preceding Convention be in attendance, 
he shall officiate as such u ntil another be chosen. If he be not present, 
a temporary Secretary may be appointed, on motion, by a viva voce 
vote. 

in. After the Chair being taken by the President, the Secretary 
shall call over the names of the Clergy entitled to seats in the Con- 
vention, and shall enter in the journals those who are present. Notice 
shall then be given to the lay deputies to place their certificates on the 
table. Thej shall be examined by the Secretary, and a committee of* 
two members, to be appointed by the President. Any irregular or de- 
fective certificate shall be suspended until a quorum shall have appear- 
ed. The names of the lay deputies, duly appointed, shall then be call- 
ed, and those who are present shall be entered on the joumaL The ir- 
regular and defective certificates shall then be reported to the Conven- 
tion, who shall decide on the admission of the deputies named in 
them. 

IV. A constitutional quorum being found to be present, the Presi- 
dent shall declare the Convention duly organized. 

V. A Secretary shall then be chosen for the Convention. He 
may appoint an assistant, who shall perform all Ae duties of the office 
in the absence of the Secretary. 

VL The Pres ident shall then appoint the following Committees 
to wit : 



RULES OF ORDER. V. 

1. Committee on new Parishes. 

2. " " Elections. 

3. « " State of the Church 

4. " " Canons. 

5. ** ** Reports and Accowits of Treasurers. 

6. ^ '* Unfinshed Business. 

7. ** " Incorporations. 

8. ^ '' Assessments. 

9. *' to present names for Standing Committee. 

10. ** ** " *' ** Deputies to General Convention. 

11. " •* " ** " Trustees of General Theological 

Seminary. 

12. " " ** " ** Missionary Committee. 
18. " " ** •* ♦* Education Committee. 

YII. The Delegates to come prepared with quotas of Publication 
Fund, and support of the Bishop. 

y m. Afler daily morning prayer, the order of business shall be as 
follows : 

1. The reading, correcting, and approving of the minutes of the 
preceding day. 

2. Calling the names of absent members, and entering on the 
Journal those who appear. 

3. Reports from the various Committees. 

4. Motions, Resolutions and Miscellaneous business* 

IX. The Bishop's Address shall be in order at any time. 

X. Eveiy member who shall be present when a question is stated 
from the Chair, shall vote thereon, unless excused by the House. 

XI. No motion shall be put or debated, unless it is seconded ; and 
when seconded, it shall be stated by the President before debate ; and 
every motion shall be reduced to writing, when required by the Presi- 
dent, or any member. 

Xn. If the question in debate contain several distinct propositions* 
any member may have the same divided. 

Xni. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received 
unless to postpone it indefinitely ; to postpone it to a certain time ; to 
lay it on the table ; to commit it, or amend it ; and motions for either 
of these purposes shall have precedence in the order herein named. 
But a motion to adjourn shall always be in order, when no member is 
speaking, and shall be decided without debate ; and if it be negatived, 
it shall not be renewed until some new business has intervened. 



Vi. RULES OP ORDER. 

XIV. A motion to lay on the table shall be decided without debate. 

XV. On a question being put bj the President, it shall be determin- 
ed hj the sound of the voices, for or against it ; but anj member may 
require a count of the votes, and tellers tor that purpose shall be ap- 
pointed by the Chair ; or any three votes may, previous to a decision 
by counts, require the ayes and noes to be taken, which shall be done 
by calling clerical members and the churches represented, and the 
vote shall be entered on the jouraal. 

XVL Any five, votes may require the ayes and noes to be taken by 
orders, and when so taken they shall be entered on the minutes. 

XVII. No member may speak more than twice on the same ques- 
tion, without leave of the House. 

XVIII. A question being decided, shall not be reconsidered during 
the same session, without the consent of two-thirds of the votes of the 
Convention, nor without the modon for that purpose being made by 
one of the majority on a prior decision ; nor shall any question be re- 
considered more than once. 

XIX. All special Committees shall be appointed by the Chair, un- 
less otherwise specially directed by the House, in which case they 
shall be appointed by ballot, and the Secretary of the Convention, all 
Standing Committees, and the Delegates to the Greneral Convention, 
shall be appointed by ballot, unless the House shall unanimously du 
rect otherwise. 

XX. No standing rule or order shall be suspended, changed, or re- 
scinded, without one day's previous notice of a motion to that effect, 
unless by the votes of two-thirds of the persons present entitled to vote. 

XXI. Before the final adjournment of any session of the Conven- 
tion, the minutes of the last day's proceedings shall be read, corrected 
and approved 



3> u r n a I 



07 THE 



PE0GEEDIN6S OF THE CONVENTION. 



Thibodeaux, Wednesday^ May 8th, 1850. 

: TJus being the day appointed for the meeting of the Twelfth 
Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the Diocese of Louisiana, the Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk, D. 
D., Bishop of the Diocese, with several Clergymen and Lay 
Deputies attended at St. John's Church. 

The chair being taken by the Bishop, the Convention pro- 
ceeded to organize. 

A list of the Clergy entitled to seats was called over by 
the Secretary, and the following answered to their names> 
viz: 

Rev. WILLIAM H. BURTON, 
" ARCHIBALD H. LAMON, 
•« AMOSD.McCOY, 
** NATHANIEL O. PRESTON, 
" JOHNSANDELS, 
" SPENCER WALL, 
" JOHN H. UNEBAUGH. 

A list of the Churches, in union with the Convention, was 
then called, when certificates of Lay Deputies were presented 
from the following, viz : 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, Thibodeaux, 
ST. JAME'S CHURCH, Parish of Rapides. 
ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, West Baton Rouge. 
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A quorum of neither order being found present, om «o- 
tfon, the CouTention adjourned until 12 o'clock on Thorsdaj, 
to attend Divine Senrice. 

Thuesday, jtfiiy 9ik, 12 o*dodk M. 

The Convention met and attended Divine Service. Morn- 
ing prayer was read by the Rev. Nathaniel O. Preston, as- 
sisted by the Rev. Archibald U. Lamon, who read the lessons. 
The Ante-communion was read by the Right Rev. the Bishop. 
The sermon was preached by the Rev. John U. Linebaugfa, 
after which the Holy Communion was administered by the 
Bishop, assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Lamon and Preston. 

After Divine Service, the Rt. Rev. President called the 
Convention to order. The roll was then called, and the fol- 
lowing clergymen, not present yesterday, answered to their 
names and took their seats as qualified members, viz : 

Rev. CHARLES GOODRICH, 
" D.S. LEWIS, 
" E. NEVILLE, D. D. 
** FREDERICK DEAN. 

Certificates of their appointment were then laid on the 
Secretary's table by Lay Deputies; which being examined 
by the Committee, Rev. Messrs. Goodrich and McCoy in con- 
nection with the Secretary, they were found to be in due 
form. 

The list being called over, the following gentlemen an- 
swered to their names and took their seats in Convention, 
viz : from 

C Hon. Geo. S. Guion, 
St. John's Church, Thibodeaux, < Winchester Hall, 

( James M. Saunders. 

St. Paul's Church, New Orleans, \ ^™- ^"w "^^^ 

^ i Edward Macpherson. 

Christ Church, New Orleans, Lucius C. Duncan, Esq. 

St. John's Church, West Baton Rouge, John L. Lobdell, Esq. 

St. James' Church, Parish of Rapides, Hiram Hilton. 
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A quorum being found present, the Convention was declar- 
ed duly organized, and proceeded to elect a Secretary. 

On motion^ 

It was ordered that balloting be dispensed with, when by 
a vote, vive voce, the Secretary of the previous Convention, 
Rev. N* O. Preston was re-elected to that office. 

In accordance with the Fifth Rule of Order, the Rev. D. 
S. Lewis was appointed assistant Secretary. 

The President then, agreeably to the Sixth Rule of Order, 
appointed the following committees : 

1. Committee on New Parishes^ 
Rev. D. S. LEWIS, L. C. DUNCAN, 

3. Committee on Elections. 

R«v. Messrs. DEAN and WALL, and Mr. E. MACPHERSON. 

3. Committee on the Stale of the Church. 
Rav. Dr. NEVILLE, and Rev. Messrs. LEWIS and LAMON. 

4. Committee on Canons. 

Rev. Mr. LINEBAUGH, GEO. S. GUION. 

5. Committee on Reports and Accounts of Treasurer. 
Messrs. WM. M. GOODRICH and JAS. M. SAUNDERS. 

6. Committee on Ur^nished Business. 
Rev. Messrs. SANDELS and BURTON. 

7. Committee on Incorporations. 
Messrs. DUNCAN, LOBDELL and HALL. 

8. Committee on Assessments. 
Rev. A. D. McCOY and GEO. S. GUION. 

Committee to present names for Standing Committees. 
Rev. CHAS. GOODRICH, JOHN L. LOBDELL. 

An application was received from Emanuel Church, in the 
Parish of Plaquemine, for admission into union with thisCon^ 
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yetnioni which was referred to the CoBimittee pa New Par- 
ishes. 

It was then Reiohcdj That clergymen of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church belong-ing to this Diocese^ and not entitled 
to seats in this Conrentionv and clergymen of other dioeeses, 
who may be present, be admitted to the sittings o( this Con- 
vention as honorary members. 

The Rev. Mr. Russell, of the parish of Plaqneminei avail- 
ed himself of this admission. 

The Committee on New Parishes made the following 
Report J viz : 

That the first Canon of this Church requires, that new Parishes 
shall, before being admitted into union with this Convention, comply 
with the Uw of this State, approved on the SOth April, 1887, entitled 
^ An act providing for the organization of certain corporations." 

The applicants in behalf of Emanuel Church, in the Pansh of Pla- 
quemine, do not appear to have complied with this provision of tlie 
laws of the State ; and have not thMrelbre brought themselves within 
the provisions of our Canon on the subject of New Parishes. 

The Committee regret that they are constrained to represent this 
fact to the Convention ; and to report that the present application can- 
not, in their judgment, be granted. 

D. S. LEWIS, 
L. C- DUNCAN. 

On motion of Mr. Goodrich, the Lay Delegate, Mr. George 
Trufant, of Emanuel Church, was admitted as an honorary 
member to the sittings of the Convention. 

The Treasurer made the following Report, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Reports and Accounts of Trea- 
rers : 
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•l849. 

Aug* 25, To cash paid Sfiencer &, Mid-: 
dletoA, on aocouAt printing 
Journal for 1849. $S0 00 

Dec. 20, To cM^ paid B. M. 
Norman, on account 
printing Journal ibr 
1848. 

July 23, To cash paid for post- 
age and Secretary's 
1850. Book, 

May 8, In the Treasury, 



Due B. M. Norman, $10. 



[C9WD9ntion jexpentet] in aoc&umi wUh C«. 
N. O. PRESTON, Treasurer. 

1849. By assessment of IS4d» of St 

April 29, James' Chiarch, Parish of Ra- 
pides, §10 00 

Aug: 425, Christ Choieh, New 

Orleans, 39 90 

Gnoe Church, do. 19 90 
St Paul'« Church, do. 10 <M| 
Ch. Annunciation, do. ^90 
Seamen's Bethel, do. 
Grace Church, St. 
Francisvilioj 

Dec.I7« St. James' Church» 
Williamsport, 



19 09 



60 
40 



$91 00 



500 
10 90 

10 00 



Dm. DiooesB of Ltouiaiana^ \Bi8hiff4 Salairy] mi aemmwt with 

N. O. PRESTON, Traasver. 
1849. 



9^1 00 



c«. 



1849. 

May 2, To cash paid Bishop, §125 00 

8, Do. do. 375 00 

8, Do. do. 75 00 

June 1, Do. ifo. 

MoConochie dtDonnell, 
on Bishop's account 60 00 
1850. 
May 7, To account by Wm. 

Goodrich, 100 yOd 

7, Ca^ paid Bishops 60 ^0 



$795 00 



By assessment due April 23d, 1849. 
May 1, Of Grace Chureh, N. O. $125 00 
9, dbrist Church, do 300 00 
8, Englise Protostanto 

Fran^aisA, 75 00 

0ue 1848, Do. 75 00 

June 1, GraeoCh. 8t FranoisTille, 60 00 

1850, May 7^ St. Paul's Ch N. O.lOO 00 

Church of AaaaDciation, 60 00 



$795 00 



To Fund in aid cf tuperannfiated Ministers^ ihek wines and ekildren. 



« 



1849. 

April 19th, Collection from Grace Church, St. FrancisviUe, 

St JanMi* Ohttrch« Parish of Rapides 



Interest on twenty dollars, from Ang. Stitif 1849, 



$15 00 
7 50 

$22 50 
1 14 



Dioc€9mn Mtsmanofty Society in aeeonnt with 
N. O. PRESTON, Treasurer. 



Da. 
1849. 

April 23. To cash paid Rev. 

A.®. McCoy, $35 00 

May 1, Do. paid Rev. Ch's. 
Goodrich on advance 
to Rev. A. D. McCoy, 17 35 

$52 35 



Ca. 



1849. Receipts^ 
April 19, From Grace church, 

St Francisville, $35 00 

May U Do* St Mary's eh. 

Franklm, 17 35 

$52 35 
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« 



M 



Amauni due mi PubUeatUmfmrnd for the 

ptut year: 
Chrift Church, New Orleans, $40 00 
~ • 10 00 

6 00 

15 00 

3 00 

10 00 



« 
« 



St Paul'f ch. 

Annanciation ch. '* 

Grace eh. " 

Grace ch. St FnuielmUe. 

St Jamee' ch. Baton Ronge, 

St John'a ch. Weal Baton Rooge, 10 00 

Holy Trinity, Lafayette, 10 00 

St John'a ch. Thibodeanz, 10 00 

Trinity ch. Natchitoches, 10 00 

Eglise Protestante Fran^aise, 15 00 

St Mary's ch. Franklm, 10 00 



Total, $148 00 



Ckureket tn arromn fs BMog^Mjmm4f§r 

1849. * 

St John's ch. Thibodeanx, $50 00 

Christ eh. New Oileans, 50 00 

St John's eh. Weal Baton Rooge, 50 00 
St Mary's eh. FranUm, 50 00 

St James* di. Alenndria* 50 00 

Trinity ch. Natehitoehes, 40 00 

St James' eh. Baton RoagOt 30 00 

Christ eh. Covington, 



SO 00 



The committee appointed to present names for standing 
committees, reported the following list, which was accepted 
and approved by the Convention, dispensing with the formal- 
ity of balloting, viz : 



Delegates to the General Conventiatu 

MESSRS. GEO. S. GUION, 
•< J. L. LOBDELL, 
« G. B. DUNCAN, 

« JAMES GREENLEAF. 



REV. DR. NEVILLE. 
" A. D. MoCOY, 
" A. H. LAMON. 
" N. O. PRESTON, 



Trustees to General Theological Seminary. 

REV. D. S. LEWIS, I MESSRS. J. L. LOBDELL, 

" DR. NEVILLE, | " L. C. DUNCAN. 

Standing Committee. 



REV. DR. NEVILLE, 
« N. O. PRESTON, 
•* CH'S. GOODRICH, 



MESSRS. L. C. DUNCAN. 

WM. M. GOODRICH, 
P. M. OZANNE. 



Missionary Committee. 



REV. N. O, PRESTON, 
D, S. LEWIS, 
A. H. LAMON, 



4» 
« 



MESSRS. WM, M. GOODRICH, 
" T. J. DEC. 
« B. M. NORMAN. 



Education Committee. 



REV. WM. B. LACEY, D. D. 
« D. S. LEWIS, 
" A. D. McCOY. 
•« F. DEAN, 



MESSRS. GEO. S. GUION. 
« E. MACPHERSON, 

«' L. MATTHEWS, 

" G. B. DUNCAN. 



A Strong sense of duty requiring the presence of the Hon. 
Geo. S. Guion, at home during the season appointed for the 
sitting of the General Convention at Cincinnati, upon his ur- 
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^ent request be was excused as a member of tbci Lay Dele- 
gation, and J. Dale Powell duly elected to fill tbe vacancy* 
On motion^ 

The Parocbial Reports were now read and banded to tbe 
Bisbop of tbe Diocese. [See Appendix A.] 

The committee on Canons reported, That they consider the provi^. 
ions of the act of the Legislature, approved 30th April, 1837, so am- 
ple and simple that no action on the subject is deemed necessary, on 
the part of this Convention, and the committee, therefore have no 
specific recommendation to make, and beg to be discharged. 

JOHN L. LOBDELL, 
WINCHESTER HALL, 
L. C. DUNCAN. 



REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE. 

The Standing Committee respectfully report that since the last meet- 
ing of the Convention : 

They hare recommended Mr. Henry F. Lee, as a candidate for 
orders ; for ordination as Presbyter, Mr. John Benson, and have sig- 
nified their assent to the consecration of the Rev. Wm. M. Green, 
D. D., of the Diocese of North Carolina, as Bishop of the Diocese of 
Mississippi, and also of the Rev. George Upfold, D. D. of the Diocese 
of Pennsylvania, as Bishop of the Diocese of Indiana. 

N. O. PRESTON, 
Chairtnan of Standing Committee* 
The Committee on Accounts respectfully report : That tkey have 
examined the accounts of the Treasurer of the Convention, and find 
them correct, with the vouchers attached. 

WM. M. GOODRICH, 
JAMES M. SAUNDERS. 
On motion^ 

The Convention adjourned to meet on Friday morning at 
9 o'clock. 

Friday, May lO^A, 9 d^clock A. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. The min- 
utes of yesterday were read, amended and approved. 

Tbe following preamble and resolutions were presented by 
L. C. Duncani Esq. 
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WnsUAs, At tbe last mmaa of the Gmienl CottirratkNi tf llie 
Protettaai Epbcopal Ckvkck in Ihe United Steles of Amerkm, held k 
the city of New Yorkf in the year 1847, the following amendmeal to 
the First Aitide of the Constitution of the church was imposed, 
namely, ^ that it is expedient to alter Article I. of the Constitution of 
this church, so &r as fixes the time of the meeting of the General Con- 
vention thereof, hy striking out the words, 'the first Wednesday of 
October,' and substituting the words, 'the first Wednesday of Sep- 
tember— ' " 

It is Resolvedf that the Convention of the Diocese of Louisiana ap- 
prove o( and accede to the proposed amendment of the Constitution of 
the church. 

Resolved further^ That the Secretary of this Convention furnish a 
copy of the foregoing preamble and resolution to the Delegation of this 
Diocese to the General Convention, to be laid before that body at 
their Triennial meeting, in the ci^ of Cincinnati, in October next. 

The Bishop read his Address : 



ADDRESS OP THE BISHOP. 



BRBf nBEN OP THE Clergy AND Laity : We are once more 
permitted, in the good providence of Almighty God, to meet in Annual 
Cotivention, fer the purpose of engaging in those deliberations and the 
performance of those acts which may seem to be demanded for that 
part of the spiritual vineyard committed to our care. 

Engaging in this, the work assigned us, with humble zeal, we may 
reasonably hope that He who at the first presided in the Councils of 
the blessed Apostles, and has promised to be with his Church to the 
end of the world, win, by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost, so di. 
rect, sanctify and govern us in our present proceedings, that they may 
torifcribtite to tfee wlvation of «onb, the edification of his Church, and 
the glory of his Holy Name, through Jesus Christ our Loid. 

In aocortiance with the requisitions of the canon, I proceed to sub- 
mit to yon* a statement of my Episcopal acts, for the past Coiiv«itfional 
year, and to remark upon sach other matters as mi^ throw light on 
the condition of the Diocese. 
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I was unable to meet you on the occasion of your last assembling in 
Convention, as you are aware, in consequence of an attack of Asiatic 
Cliolenu And I desire here to record my unfeigned, gratitude and 
thanksgiving to Almighty God our Heavenly Father, for his pity and 
compassion toward me on that occasion, and subsequently, " in spar- 
ing me when I deserved to be punished, and in the midst of hi^ judg- 
ments for having remembered mercy.'' 

In consequence of the feeble state of my health, I was not able to 
meet the congregations in the upper part of the city of New Orleans, 
separately, as I had hoped, for the purpose of holding confirmation, but 
met such of their number as desired that rite, at St. Paul's on the after- 
noon of Sunday, April 22d, at which time I confirmed forty-three per. 
Bona. Of this number, eight were from Trinity church, thirteen from 
ike schiffch of the Annunciation, and the residue from St. Paul's. The 
state rf my own health, and that of my family, prevented my making 
any other visits to congregations during the rest of the season usually 
allotted to that duty. 

On the 3d of August, the day set apart by the civil authority lor tt 
National Fast, I preached in St. John's church, Thibodeaux. 

I preached in the same church on Sunday the 5th, and assisted in 
the administration of the Holy communion. 

On the Sunday after Trinity, I preached in the same church. 

On the 3d Sunday in Advent, I consecrated St. Peter's church. New 
Orleans. This is a church designed for a seaman's Bethel, and hag 
been erected out of contributions made by the friends of the church 
and others in New Orleans, under the indefatigaUe superintendence 
and efforts oi its Rector, the Rer. Charles Whitail, aided by the young 
men of our city congregations. A more generous or better directed 
charity, could not have been devised. . The building is of a conveni- 
ent size, commodiously arranged, with an organ, bell and flag, and 
is located in one of the most eligible situations in the city £or its ob- 
jects. Attached to the church, upon the same lot, is a large buikiiBg 
with suitable rooms and other appurtenances, which the association 
having charge of the mission for 8eamen,'have purchased, with the view 
of converting it into a Seaman's Home. It at present serves the pur- 
|>o0e of a dwelling for the minister of the church, the basement being 
flevoted to the use of seamen as a reading room, and a room for even- 
ing lectures. The ulterior objects of thejpurchase will be carried outy 
so -socm as the ftmds necessary for their accomplishment can be procur- 
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•d. And I take this occasion to commend this chari^ reij wannly 
and earaestlj to the sympathies and aid of churchmen in the diocese* 

On the 3d Sunday in Adrent, I visited for the first time, a settlement 
of friends of the church, about fi>rty miles below the ci^ of New Or- 
leans, in the parish of Piaquemine, when I read the serrice and pieadi- 
ed. I also baptized an infimt on the same day. 

The interest manifested in the church, by the persons of that neigh- 
borhood, was of the most gratifying character, and I took an early op- 
portunity of providing them with the service of a minister, the Rer. 
Mr. RusselL From hb letters and other sources, I leam they have al- 
ready commenced the erection of a church building, which they ex- 
pect to complete in a few months, and when completed, to supply with 
ministerial services supported exclusively by contributions from among 
themselves. Such instances of promptitude and eneigy in providing 
the means for founding and maintaining the institutions of religion, are 
pleasing to contemplate. 

On Sunday, 20th January, I read prayers and preached on the La- 
fourche, in the morning, and celebrated a marriage on the evening of 
the same day. I performed the marriage service also on Friday the • 
25th of the same month. 

On Sunday the 24th February, I assisted, with the Bishops of Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, Arkansas and Texas, at the consecration of the Rev. 
Wm. M. Green, D. D., Presbyter of North Carolina, to the ofike of 
the Episcopate for the Diocese of Misaissippi. 

The completion of the organization of an infant Diocese, must at aU 
times be a matter of interest to churchmen. And that interest in this 
instance is necessarily increased by the luiowledge of the fiu!t, that by 
this act, our near neighbors are no longer deprived of that privilege and 
that spiritual oversight so necessary to the comfort and peace €i every 
fold of the flock of Christ. In the soundness of the theological opin- 
ions, and the general moderation and temperance of the character of 
their chief shepherd, our sister Diocese and not less the general 
church, has also good reason to be gratefol. 

On the Ist Friday of March, I made a visit to the parish of Point 
Coup6e, and on Sunday the 3d, preached at the Court-House on False 
River, the Rev. Mr. Dean reading the service. This is the lowest of 
the three stations occupied by the missionary — the Rev. Mr. Dean,— 
and is that at which the youths, who are members of Poydras College* 
and who desire to worship according to the forms of the Episcopal 
Church, attend service. 
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On Monday, March 4th, I was occupied in visiting with the mig^ 
sionarj, the &milies connected with the station on the Fordoche. 

On Tuesday 5th, I preached to^ the congregation on the Fordoche^ 
the service being read by the Rev, Mr. Dean, assisted by the Rev. Mr. 
Burke. Afler the service, I baptised one child. 

In consequence of the numerous crevasses in that parish, I was un- 
able to visit the upper station at Williamsport, and had with great re* 
gret to postpone my appointment to a future period. 

No mission under my care, since I have had chdrge of this Diocese, 
has been more prosperous, — iiotwithstahding the presence and influ- 
ence of many adverse c]jcumstances,^-^than that of the parish of Point 
Couple. The number of Protestahts in the parish is not large, yet 
among those whom our missionary has visited, he has found, under 
God, a kind reception awaiting him, and a readiness not only to listen 
respectfully to his message of peace, but to take measures to provide 
themselves with the regular and established institutions and sacraments 
ef the church. A subscription adequate to the purpose has been made 
by the residents in the neighborhood of Williamsport, for building a 
church, and nothing but the high water from the overflow has prevented 
their beginning its construction. It is confidently expected the build- 
ing will be erected in the ensuing season. 

The inhabitants of the Bayou Fordoche— one of the most beautiful 
of the bayous of the State-^most of whom are by education and habit 
attached to the church, have also resolved at an early day to erect a 
suitable house of worship, and I shall be much disappointed if anoth« 
er year shall elapse without witnessing the execution of this mosrt 
commendable resolution. These two enterprises may, I think, be 
counted upon as confidently to succeed. 

The population below Morganza on the river, who desire to attend 
upon the services of the church, will, for the present, worship in the 
parish court-house, though they are not without the hope of making 
better provision at no distant day. 

On Thursday, 7th of March, I celebrated a marriage in the parish 
of Point Coupee. 

On Sunday, the 10th, I preached in the parish of West Feliciana, at 
Grace Church, and administered the right of confirmation to three 
persons. 

On Wednesday, I visited the Southern Institute, at Jackson, one of 



18 JOURNAL OF THE CONYENTIOIf 

the seminaries for the education of girls, under the auspices of the 
church. In the morning of that daj, I preached to die schoo), and 
catechised the pupils. I also baptized two of their number. 

On the following daj I preached te the school <m the subject of con- 
firmation, and administered that rite to seven of the young ladies. I 
administered the same rite on the same occasicm to a youth connected 
with the school. This institution continues to merit, and diouM re- 
ceive the patronage of churchmen and others who desire a thorough 
education for their children. 

On Saturday, March 16th, I read service and [neached in the couit- 
house at Clintoui in the parish of East Feliciana. 

On the following day, Sunday, I read service and preached in the 
court-house in the morning. In the afternoon and evening of the same 
day, I read service and preached in the same place, in the Methodist 
meeting house. During the day, at several services, I baptised twen- 
ty children. 

Among the population dfthat town and neighborhood, there is an 
earnest desire to have the institutions of the gospel, as set forth and 
taught by the Episcopal church, established in their midst, and I con* 
fidently anticipate the period, and that at no distant day, when a strong 
footing may be had for the church inlSai parish. We have as yet, 
no minister settled in the town. 

On Tuesday, May 19th, I preached on the estate of Mr. John Lob- 
dell, to a colored congregation, and baptized five adults, and confirmed 
ten persons. 

On Thursday, March 21st, I preached in the parish of St. John's, 
West Baton Rouge, and confirmed four persons. 

On Saturday, March 23d, I^preached in St. James' church. East Ba- 
ton Rouge, in the morning. 

On Sunday, after morning prayer by the Rev, Mr. Buike, assisted 
in the lessons by the Rev. Mr. Lamon, I preached. 

On the evening of the same day, after a sermon by the Rector, Rev. 
Mr. Linebaugh, I administered confirmation to five persons. 

On Monday, in Passion Week, I read service in St. James' church, 
East Baton Rouge. 

On Good Friday, I assisted in the services at St. John's church, 
Thibodeaux. 
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On Eaeter Sunday, I preached in St John's church, Thibodeaux, in 
the morning, and administered the rite of confirmation to two per- 
flOBs. I also assisted in the administration of the Holy Communion. 

In the afternoon of the same day, I preached to the congregation 
of the Rev. Mr. WaU, on the Lafourche, and administered the rite of 
confirmation to twenty-five persons of color. * 

On Friday, 5th April, I baptized seven children, in the parish of As- 
sumption. 

On Sunday, 7th April, I preached in Christ Church, New Orleans, 
in the morning, and administered the rite of confirmation to twelve 
persons* 

In the evening of the same day, I preached at St. Peter's church 
for seamen, and confirmed fourteen persons. At the same church on 
a former visitation, I confirmed nine others — ^in all 23. 

On Sunday, 14th April, I preached in Trinity church, La&yette, in 
the morning and confirmed four persons* 

In the afternoon of the same day, after a sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
Dobb ^Ohio, I confirmed fifteen persons in the church of the Annun- 
ciation. 

In the evening, after a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Crane, of Grace 
church, New Orleans, I confirmed fourteen persons in the parish of St- 
Paul's, of whom three were from the church of Annunciation. 

Liters of dismission have been accepted £rom the Ecclesiastical 
authority of the diocese of New York, in behalf of the Rev. C. H. 
Williamson; ftom the Ecclesiastical authority of the diocese of Mis- 
sissippi, in behalf of the Rev. N. W. Camp, D. D.; firom Bishop 
Cobbs, in behalf of Rev. J. H. Linebaugh ; from Bishop Potter, in 
behalf of the Rev. Ed. Neville, D. D.; from Bishop Otey, in behalf of 
Rev, Wm. C. Crane. 

Letters of dismission have been given in behalf of the Rev. F. L. 
Hawks, D. D., and the Rev. C. P. Clarke to the Ecclesiastical au- 
thority of the diocese of New York; in behalf of the Rev. N. W. Camp, 
D. D., to the diocese of Indiana ; of the Rev. Charles Fay, to the dio- 
cese of Vermont; of the Rev. James A. Fox to the diocese of Missis- 
sippi ; of the Rev. Wm. R. Nicholson to the diocese of Ohio, of the 
Rev. Thomas D. Ozanne, to the diocese of Kentucky. 

ThefoUowing dericdl changes in addition to those already noticed 
have tidcen place* The Rev. E. Neville has become rector of Christ 
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Church, New Orieant. The Rer C. H. WiUianMon, Rector of Eglise 
Protestanto Fran^aisa, the Rer* J* H. Linebaiigfa has saceeeded the 
Rev. John Burke in the Rectorship of the church of St. James, Baton 
Rouge; the Rer. Wm. C. Crane who has recently moved into 
the diocese, has accepted the Rectorship of Grace church, New Or- 
leans ; the Rev. R. Rannej, who was acting as a missionarj at the 
Balize, has succeeded the Rev. C. S. Hedges, who was in charge of the 
mission at Monroe, on the Ouachita, the latter having removed tempo- 
rarily into the diocese of Mississippi. 

The Rev. A. B. Russell, of the diocese of Tennessee b in charge of 
the congregation in the parish of Plaquemine, and the R»v. Ambrose 
Smith, of the Irish church, is employed temporarily in serving the 
congregation of Christ Church, Covington. 

It is my mournful duty to notice the death of one of our brethren of 
the clergy, the Rev. Samuel G. Litton, Rector of St. Mary's church, 
Franklin. The amiable and estimable character, which distinguished 
his intercourse not only with the people of his chaige, but with all 
others with whom he had occasion to associate, very greatly endeared 
him to the community in which he labored. And his deep devotion 
to the church, as manifested in his assiduity as a pastor, and his fidth- 
flilness as a preacher of the Word of Life, will be long remembered 
and cherished by those who had the advantage of his oversight and 
instructions in the last years of his earthly ministryw May we who 
are charged with like responsibilities profit by his Godly example, and 
so take heed to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made us 
overseers, that we may be prepared, when called, to give an account 
of our respective stewardships. 

The number of candidates for orders in the diocese is one, H. T. 
Lee. 

I must again bring before the minds of my brethren of the clergy, 
the importance of doing what may be judiciously done to increase this 
list of candidates. Increasing observation and experience teaches me 
the propriety of relyiug more and more upon ourselves, under God, for 
this, as well as for every other measure necessary for the advancement 
of the kingdom of Christ among us. In almost all our congregations 
there are young persons of pious inclinations and adequate talent, who, 
if their minds were rightly directed, would feel it their duty, under the 
guidance of the Spirit of God, to serve their generation by taking a 
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part in the duties of "this ministry." While the duty of watching 
for the exhibition of suoh talent and quaiiiScations is one common to 
every member of the body of Christ, it is yet especially incumbent on 
the members of the clergy, who in a peculiar manner, are charged 
not only with the responsibility of increasing their folds by conversions 
from the children of the world, but their o^ti number by accession 
from the body of the faithfiil. 

Our climate is known to be more or less trying to northern constitu" 
tions, and there are peculiarities known to our social organizations, 
especially in country districts, which form obstructions to minds not 
habituated to them, and to such an extent, as to make it difficult to 
obtain acceptable services of men either from abroad* or from some 
portions of our own country. These considerations, together with its 
being in itself natural, and proper, and plainly a high religious duty, 
will I trust prompt us in the future to exert ourselves as a' church in 
this behalf. 

In this connexion, it may not be out of place to notice our diocesan 
system of parochial instruction for the young of our charge. And I 
have again to repeat the opinion, that our strength and permanency as 
a diocese must depend upon a well devised and efficiently administer- 
ed system for their educational training. At the baptismal font, our 
children are received by our clergy, as Christ's ministers, into the fold 
of the Church, and by solemn dedication are consecrated — and we trust 
understandingly and in true faith — ^to the worship and service of the 
living God. They are then entrusted by His appointment, to the spir- 
itual care and oversight of their sponsors — under the direction of their 
pastors — during their spiritual minority, to be trained up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. To secure the accomplishment of this 
object most effectually, it cannot be doubted that a certain measure of 
intellectual development and cultivation is indispensable. And to 
whom may these sponsors look so naturally for the means of enabling 
them to do the duty which the Church* has imposed upon them, as to 
the Church itself? Upon her clearly rests the responsibility of provid- 
ing all the appliances necessary for the efficient execution of every 
trust she imposes. She has no right to desert the sponsor at the very 
moment when he most needs her assistance, and leave him to do his 
work as well as he may, by exposing those precious objects for whose 
spiritual well being ho has pledged himself at the altar of God, to the 
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evil tofluences of indiscriminate association in the oidinary schools of 
the country. To provide for the intellectual instruction of tto chil- 
dren is no less a part of her dotj than for tiieir spiritual instruction, 
and for the plain reason, that as the educational process ip conducted, 
the one cannot in its influence and effects be dissociated firooi the other. 
And hence arises the expediency and duty of never allowing the chil- 
dren when once taken into her amis, to be entrusted to the guardian- 
ship or tuition of any other than her own diocesan instruments, and 
thence the obligation of providing in all the congregations, primaiy or 
parochial schools into which the children of the parish may be intro- 
duced and taught, under the eyes and care of her pastors, until they 
are prepared to take advantage of other seminaries of a higher grade* 
and of her providing, in which the work of education may be com- 
pleted. Practical difficulties, I am aware, may be expected m the at- 
tempt to carry this system to its follest extent. But I am well satisfied 
they are far less formidable than some among us suppoee, and that 
they would, as in divers instancea our own diocesan experience 
teaches us, yield to well directed and persevering effort. Out of such 
schools we might expect in the ensuing generation an enlightened and 
well instructed laity, and from them also we might reasonably calcu* 
late on obtaining an adequate supply of native clergy. 

The schools of the diocese, of various grades, are accomplishing their 
work generally in a satisfactory manner. The Southern Institute at 
Jackson, a seminary of the highest grade for the education of young 
ladies, and under the direction and supervision of the Rev. Dr^ Lacey, 
is, as I have before remarked in this address, fulfilling its mission with 
great success. 

The Rapides Female Seminary, in the parish of Rapides, an insti- 
tution of a similar grade, under the care of the Rev. £. Guion, is also 
successfully prosecuting its work, and it is hoped, so soon as addition- 
al buildings are erected, it will be enabled to fulfil all the promises of 
its early beginning. 

The parochial school for boys attached to the church of St. John's, 
Thibodeaux, under the direction and tuition of Mr. J. Saunders, has 
attained, and deservedly, a reputation for thoroughness of instruction 
of the highest order. Its influence in begetting in the pupils a defer- 
ence for the proprieties and amenities of life, and kind and respectful 
demeanor towards each other and those beyond the circle of their 
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school, with whom they have to do, give evidence of the spirit which 
animates it, and affords promise of such fruits as we ai'e led to hope for, 
firom the establishment of such institutions. 

I am gratified in being able to report to the Convention, a manifest 
increase in the interest of the diocese in maintaining and supporting 
its own missions. The amount raised this year for the missions in the 
diocese has greatly exceeded that of any former year, and leads us ta 
hope, that a better spirit and a more enlightened and true apprecia* 
tion of our obligations to promote the advancement of the gospel, is 
beginning to prevail in the diocese. When we contemplate the 
amount of work still to be done, however, and the resources of our 
people, it cannot be denied, nevertheless, that we are, as a church, still 
very &r from living up to the fiill measure of our privileges and respon- 
sibilities in this behal£ 

In reviewing the operations of the year, and surveying the present 
condition and prospects of the diocese, we have upon the whole, good 
reason to be grateful to the Great Head of the Church for the manifes- 
tatioii.of his mercy and goodness to us, and strong encouragement to 
enter upon the operations of another year with renewed energy and 
zeal. 

That it may please our Heavenly Father, of His great mercy to di- 
rect us in all our doings with His most gracious &vor, and further us 
with His continual help, so that all our works may be begun, contin- 
ued and ended in Him, is my most earnest and constant prayer. 

LEONIDAS POLK, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Lomsian^ 



The following preamble and resolutions were presented by 
Rev. Charles Goodrich : 

Whereas, Since the meeting of the last Convention, the Rev, Sam* 
uel G. Litton has been removed by death from the scene of his useful 
labors. Therefore 

Resolvedf That while we bow with entire «ubmission to the provi- 
dence of Him who doeth all things weU, we cannot but deplore the loss 
which the Church of Louisiana has sustained) in the early death of 
one endeared to us by the many amiable traits of his character, and 
whose peculiar fitness for the southern field, gave promise of such ex- 
tensive usefulness in the cause of Christ. 
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Resdvedj That th« Gonvention sympathise with the widow and the 
orphans of the deceased in their bereavement, and that the Secretary 
be directed to transmit to them a copy of these resolutions. 

The Committee appointed to revise and amend the Con- 
stitution and Canons of the Church in this Diocese, read a 
report, which, after a few alterations being made, was ac- 
cepted. [See Appendix C] 

On motion^ 

Resolvedy That the Treasurer of the Convention be author- 
ised, at bis discretion, to loan any sum in his hands, belonging 
to the respective funds for the support of the Episcopate and 
for the relief of superannuated clergymen, their widows and 
orphan children, and make an annual report of the same to 
the Convention. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Convention be presented 
to the Rev. J. H. Linebaugh for his sermon preached at the 
opening of this Convention. 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Convention be presented 
to the Rev. A. D. McCoy for his missionary sermon preached 
before this Convention. 

The Rev. Mr. Sandels gave notice of his intention to move 
on the following day an amendment of the 6th Rule of Order^ 
by striking out the last five subdivisions of said rule, which 
make it the duty of the President to appoint several nomina- 
ting committees. 

The committee on assessments. 

Report^ That for the support of the Episcopate during the 
current ecclesiastical year, they have determined upon the 
sum of $1500, and recommend the adoption of the following 
rates, viz : 
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Christ Church, New Orleans, .... 8600 00 

St. Paul's •♦ «* . ..." 150 00 

Grace « « 135 00 

Annunciation Church, '* 90 00 

Eglise Protestante Fran9aise, « . . . . 75 00 

Grace Church, St. Francisville, .... 90 00 

St. John's " Thibodeaux, , . . . . 75 00 

" " West Baton Rouge, . * . . 75 00 

St. Mary's, " Franklin, 75 00 

St. James' " Parish of Rapides, 75 00 

•* « Baton Rouge, 50 00 

Christ " Covington, 30 00 



Total, 1,620 00 

AMOS D. McCOY, > 
GEORGE S. GUION. ] 

The Convention, at half-past 10 o'clock, A. M., took a re- 
cess, to attend divine service. Morning prayer was read by 
the Rev. Charles Goodrich, assisted in the lessons by the 
Rev. Frederick Dean. The annual'^Missionary sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Amos D. McCoy. Concluding prayer 
and the benediction were said by the Rt. Rev. Bishop of the 
Diocese. 

After divine service, the Convention came to order, and 
proceeded in its business. 

On motion. 

The report of the Committee to amend and revise the Con- 
stitution and Canons was re-considered ; when the following 
amendments were proposed and passed, viz : 

In the second amended and revised canon strike out the last clause, 
and substitute — '* Or who, for one year previous to said meeting, shall 
have contributed to the support of the minister of the parish, and du- 
ring that period have belonged to the same." 

In the revised and amended 2d Article of the Constitution strike 
out the word *' Wednesday,^^ and substitute Thursday. 

In the revised and amended 9th Article of the Constitution insert 
the word annual between " previous meeting." 
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The assessment of one per cent, on the salaries of the sev- 
eral Clergymen, to defray the expenses of the Gonyenti<Mi, 
was retained ; after which the report of the Committee as 
amended was received and ordered to be pubHsbed with the 
Journal. 

On motion^ 

Resolved^ That the next annual conTontion of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, in the Diocese of Louisiana, be held on the second 
Thursday of the month of May, 1851* 

Resolved, That the Convention meet in St. Jc^'s Church, West 
Baton Rouge. 

On motion, Convention adjourned, to meet at 9 o'clock to-morrow« 



Saturday Morning, 9 o'clock. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read, 
amended, and approved. 

Rev. Charles Goodrich was appointed Secretary pro tern. 

The Committee on the state of the Church made the fol^ 
lowing report, which was accepted : 

Report of Committee on the State of tbe Glmrcli. 



The Committee on the state of the Church find, from the parochial 
reports, and from the address of the Bishop, that the prosperity and 
peace aforetime vouchsafed to the Church in this Diocese have been, 
during the past year, graciously continued. 

The number of parishes engaged in the erection of places of wor- 
ship affords a pleasing testimony that the promotion of the cause of 
Christ is gaining ground upon the hearts and affections of the people. 
The eminent success of our institutions for conducting education 
upon church principles is a guarantee that, if carried out, this system 
for extending and strengthening Episcopacy in the Diocese will fully 
sustain the urgent recommendations which your Committee obserre 
have, in each successive convention, been made of it by the Bishop. 
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Not only are several churches in course of erection, but, at various 
points, a desire for the services oi the church and an endeavor to se- 
cure them have been manifested. All the positions occupied are in 
a healthy and flourishing condition, in New Orleans, by building a 
chapel for seamen, and taking steps to provide fi)r them a comfortable 
and religious home, the Chui?ch has indeed engaged in a labor of love, 
as weil as occupied a field of immense promise and importance. There 
is but one candidate for the n^inistry in the Qiocese ; a subject of 
much regret, since many fields of labor are ready for occupation i 
only suitable laborers could be procured. Great good appeaits to 
have been accomplished among the colored part oi the population ; in 
proof of which your Committee would refer to the interesting reports 
of those cleigymea who ape engaged in their instructioa. On. the 
whole, the Committee wodd praiAe God for his goodness in enabling 
them to report so favorably, in all respects, of the state of the Church, 
and humbly trust that it may continue to be attended with his heavenly 
blessing. 
^ Convention adjourned to attend divine service. 

At the conclusion of divine service, the Convention met. 

The following preamble and resolution was submitted by 
John L. Lobdell, Esq.: 

Whereas, the Legislature of the State of Louisiana, on the 30th 
of April, 1847, passed a general act in favor of corporations in the 
State, which has been duly approved; and whereas, the interests of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in Louisiana require incorporations 
of new churches in connection with this Diocese, the incorporation of 
and securing trust funds for the Episcopate, for superannuated clergy- 
men, their widows and orphans ; for missions, schools and colleges, 
and other church objects ; therefore. 

Resolved, That be a committee to digest and prepare such acts 

and proceedings under said general law as may be found necessary to 
accomplish said objects ; and that they report their proceedings to the 
next convention. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Corporations consist of two- 
Messrs. J. L. Lobdell and L. C. Duncan. 
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On fnottofif 

Resolvedj that the Bishop of the Diocese be the head of that Com- 
mittee. 

The resolution presented by the Rev. Mr. Sandels wag 
then taken up and rejected. 

Resolvedj That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rector, Wardens, and Vestry of St John's Church, Tliibodeaux, ixx 
the use of their church on thb occasion ; and also to the good people 
of this Parish for the kindness and hospitality with which they have 
received and entertained the members of this Convention. 

Resolved, That, after the customary religious services, the Con- 
vention adjourn. 

Thereupon, after devotional exercises, conducted by the 
Bishop, the Convention adjourned Hne die. 

LEONIDAS POLK, PresidmU af Oe Coftoeftftbn. 
ASUti — ^Nathaiobl O. Preston, Sicrekay. 
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APPENDIX A. 

parochial l^tpoxis. 



West Baton Rouge, 4th March, 1850. 
I would respectfully report to the Bishop, that for the space of three 
months from the date of my report laid befi)re the last Diocesan 
Convention, I officiated regularly, twice each Sunday, and taught a 
Sunday School of colored youth and children, numbering forty-six pu- 
pils. These services were performed in a part of the Rev. A. H. 
Lamon's parish. West Baton Rouge, an overflow having cut off com- 
munication with the Church. Since that time I have been prevented, 
by an afiection of the throat, from performing any regular duty. I 
have, at different times, and in other places, preached about twelve 
times. JOHN BENSON^ 

The undersigned, officiating at St. Martinsville, and New Iberia, 
and occasionally at Franklin, respectfully reports to the Bishop of the 
Diocese as follows : 

ZION'S CHURCH, ST. MARTINSVILLE. 

12 Communicants were reported in 1847. 

The present number is less. * 

Candidates for Confirmation, --2 

Sunday School Children, .......10 

Contributions for Superannuated Clergymen, - - (^ ^^ 
** for Expenses of Convention, - - - 5 00 

CONGREGATION AT NEW IBERIA. 

Communicants, (1 removed,) . . - - 2 

Candidates for Confirmation, (1 colored,) - - - 6 

Baptisms — 1 white, 2 colored, .... 3 
Burials, ---.---2 

Sunday School Children, ----- 5 
Contributions for Diocesan Missions, - - 8^ 3^ 
" for Expenses of Convention, - - 5 00 
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH, FRANKLIN. 

Commimieaiitt — Number last reported, - . - 14 

Candidates for Confirmation* • • -1 

Baptisms — Adult 1, InfanUi 9, . . . . 10 

Burial, ....... 1 

Contributions for Expe ns es of Convention, - - (10 00 

The undersigned has officiated at Franklin occasionally since Au- 
gust last, when the much beloved minister of that congregation, the 
late Rev. Mr. Litton died ; but during the last two months has officia- 
ted alternately at Franklin one Sunday, and the next at New Ibeiia 
and St. Martinsville. At these two last mentioned places, the con. 
gregations are small, and the accessible sphere of ministerial laoor 
is very limited. At the first of them, the congregation assembles in 
a house built for the common use of Protestante ; at the other, the 
Court House is used by the congregation, the attempt, alluded to in 
the report of 1847, to get up a subscription sufficient to build a church 
having faUed. W. H. BURTON, Deacon. 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, CITY OF LAFAYETTE. 

Baptisms— Infants 34, Adulto 2, Total, ... 36 

Confirmed, 12 

Marriages, .-------- 3 

Communicants — added 27, removed 11, deceased 1, Total, 43 
Funerals, -..-.-,9 

Sunday School — Teachers 3, Scholars, - - - 50 
Alms collected, about $35 00. 

We have suffered greatly from removals ; not less than twenty fam- 
ilies composing this congregation having removed from the city du- 
ring the last two years. The church, however, is gradually increas- 
ing in numbers land strength, and, with the blessing of God, will soon 
occupy an eminent position in this growing city. But at present it is 
too feeble in pecuniary resources to afford a competent support to the 
&mily of the present incumbent, and it is with feelings of deep regret 
that he is obliged to say, that his services will terminate with the pre- 
sent conventional year. C. P. CLARKE, Rector. 



ST. PETER'S CHURCH, MORGANZA. 

Since my last report, the interests of the Church have been attend- 
ed to as far as opportunity presented. The regular ministrations 
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oi the Sabbatii have, necessarily, been somewhat interrupted, from 
the high stage of the waters, which has rendered some points impassa- 
ble. The church edifice, at Williamsport, will be erected ;• the 
friends of the cause assuring me that the late reverses shall prove no 
impediment to its completion, though its progress will be somewhat 
retarded. My relation to the Institution, founded through the munifl- 
Cence of Julien Poydras, which has for its object the education of 
youths, Will prevent that efficiency in my ministerial duties which 
might be desired. The several points for holding service, however, 
will, with Divine permission, be attended to. Upon the whole, we 
have reason to be thankful for ^observing an interest among the people 
in those matters which pertain to the church. At one other point on 
Bayou Fordoche, judging^ from interest expressed, a chapel will be 
erected. The residents on Gros T«te have expressed a desire to have 
the usual service there, at stated intervalsf 

BaptismSy - - - - • 3 

Funeral, - - . • - - 1 

Marriages, ..... 2 

From all that I have heard and witnessed, I know of no point which 

presents such singular unanimity of feeling for establishing the institu-r 

tions of the church on such a basis as shall tell to its wel&,re at some 

future period. FREDERICK DEAN, Minister. 



ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

The Rector reports as follows, from the Parish Record : 

Communicants — RemoTcd, • - - • 25 

Died, - - . - - 5 

Added, .... 38 

Present Number, - - . 108 

Baptisms— Infants 46, Adults 2, Total, - - 48 

Interments, ..... w 37 

Confirmations, ^ ^ • . . 33 

Manriages, ...... 16 

CHARLES GOODRICH, Rector. 



Report of Elijah Guion, Princip(d of Rapides Female Semi-t 

nary^ near Alexandria, Louisiana. 

Since last report, the undersigned has been engaged in the dis- 
charge of his duties as Principal of the Seminary under his chaige^ 
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Much difficulty and inconvenience have arifen from the want of soitii^ 
ble buildings and other requisites for carrying on the afiairs of the 
Seminary to advantage ; the expectations entertained at the date of 
last report of having these speedily furnished, having been nly par- 
tially realized* There being at present but little prospect that the re- 
quired accommodations^ etc., will be fiimished by the Rector, Church 
Wardens, and Vestrymen of St. James' Church, in the Parbh of 
Rapides, agreeably to the arrangement by which the undersigned was 
induced to undertake the management of the Seminary, and the rate 
of tuition being too low to justify him in furnishing them at hb own 
expense, which he has already been compelled to do to a considerable 
extent, he has given notice of his intention to relinquish his charge at 
the close of the present session. May 3lst4 He the ^^more regrets 
the necessity which compels him to take this step, inasmuch as the 
Seminary has now nearly completed its second je%i with good suc- 
cess, notwithstanding the fierce opposition of open enemies and pre- 
tended friends by which it has, during the past year, been assafled, and 
which seems to have been instigated by a spirit of hostility to the 
Church under whose auspices the Seminary was established and is 
constructed. 

Aid from abroad was solicited by the Rector of St. Jame^ Cfaurch, 
but the responses, thus far, have proved inadequate to the necessities. 

The services of the Church have been held every Sunday, with two 
exceptions, during term-time. The pupils have been instructed every 
Sunday in the Church Catechism and the Holy Scriptures. Occasion- 
al services have been held in the immediate neighborhood by the 
undersigned, who has also officiated several times at Alexandria and 
New Orleans ; has administered the communion twice, baptized one 
in&nt, and attended one funeral in the Parish. 

Present number of pupils, 27. The duties of instruction are per. 
formed by the Principal and three female assistants ; all of whom re- 
side at the Seminary and form one family. 
RespectfuUy subntitted, 

ELIJAH GUION. 
Rapides Femalb Seminary ) 

near Alexandria, May 6th, 1850. ) 
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Ma¥ 9th, 1850. 
The undersigned reports to the Right Reverend Bishop Polk, P. D.: 
That he has been, with the exception of a few weeks, constantly en- 
gaged in the work of the ministry during the past year. During last 
summer he officiated regularly in the Parishes of Ouachita and Cald- 
well, and several times travelled more than forty miles to vifit the 
sick and dying, and to afford the consolations of religion to the 
scattered members of the Churoh. He has baptized three adults and 
two children, and attended three funerals. During the past year the 
family of the undersigned has suffered much from sickness and 
death, and consequently, he considered it to be his duty to remove 
them to some place where they might regain their shattered health. 
To accomplish this object, he removed his family, in the latter 
part of the month of October last, to the town of Woodville, Mis- 
sissippi ; since which time he has officiated for the congregation of 
St Paul's Church in that place. 

C. S. HEDGES. 

INSTITUTE FOR YOUNG LADIES, JACKSON. 

The Southern Institute is still prospering ; having nearly as many 
pupils as I can accommodate ; and, should I succeed in my present 
efforts to obtain additional teachers, I shall confidently hope it will 
continue to prosper. 

WM. B. LACEY. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, WEST BATON ROUGE. 

Baptismfi — White — Adults 1, Infants, — ) t « i a 

Colored, « 5, " " { ^°*^' ^ 

Confirmations — White 4, Colored 10, • - - - 14 

Marriages, 3 

Burials, - 3 

Communicants— White — Added 5, removed 3, — ^5 # m_^., q- 

. " Colored " 10, Died 5,— 70 V ^°^*'' ^^ 

Sunday School Scholars, 30 

«' <« Teachers, 4 

Contributed to Domestic Missions^ - - - ("^ ^^ 

'* to Diocesan and Parish Purposes, 313 00 

9320 00 
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The church ofierings are again interfered with in consequence of 
another overflow. Notwithstanding these severe and repeated disas- 
ters, the parishioners are still as zealous in pfomoting the interests of 
religion and the church as at any former period. 

A. H. LAMON, Rector. 



GRACE CHURCH, ST. FRANCTSVBLLE, 



FA&Ua OF WSflT FEUCIANA. 



Baptisms— Infanta— White 11, Colored 16, • . - 27 

Confirmationa — " 3, •* 1, - . - 4 

Marriages, <* 3, " 1, ... 4 

Interments, " 8, " 3, - . - - 11 

Commanicants — Added 5, died 1, removed 4, Total, 35 
Contribations, about ^360 Oa 

D. S. LEWIS. 



ST. JAMES' CHURCH, BATON ROUG J). 

Baptisms — Adults 2, nfaiits ,8 • 5 

ConfirmatioDS, ... . . 5 

Marriages, . .... . . 1 

Burials, . . . » . . 3 

Commanicants— —Added 16. removed 5, lost by death 2, 

Present number, so far as is known, 36 

Sunday School Scholars, 25 

** " Teachers, with Superintendant, . . 5 

Service — Number of Times— Every Sunday morning and even- « 
ing, when weather permitted, and every Wednesday and Friday 
during Lent, and every day in Passion week. 
Communion — Number, of Times — First Sunday in the month ; as 
on the greater festivals of the Church. 

Communion offerings, about . .... $40 00 

Number of families in the Church, about . . . .35 
The above is an abstract of the statistics of this Church during the 
brief Rectorship of the minister in charge, which commenced about 
13th November last, and interrupted by bad weather, and two ab- 
sences in Alabama. In addition to the above, he may state, that the 
congregation has more thin quintupled ; nearly every eligible pew in 
the church havipg been taken. The Minister feels encouraged tq 
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hope, that a brighter day is dawning upon the Church in thig Parish. 
He thinks that by prudence, faithfulness, and patience, it may cease 
to be the day of small things with her ; that by an humble reliance 
upon God for grace and strength, there may yet be a yield of fruit cor- 
respondent to the efforts made hitherto in her behalf. 

G. H. LINEBAUGH, Htcixyr. 



ST. JAMES' CHURCH, PARISH OF RAPIDES, 

Baptisms — Adults — White, 7, Colored 1, ) m ^ , n-r. 

Infants, " 14, " 254, \ ^^^' ^^^ 

Communicants — Removed 9. Died 1, added 15, 

Present Number, ... 33 

Marriages, • • t • . , . 1 

Buri^, ... ... • 3 

The kind assistaiide of fUeiids in New Orleans, Charleston, Savan- 
toh, and other cities, has beeh so opportunely rendered to the bhurch 
!n this Parish, tA to eiiable lii^ to continue the preparations to build a 
house of the Lord, and to do something more towards the establish- 
ment of the Rapides Female Seminary. Without the aid thus re- 
ceived we know not how it would have been possible to continue 
the work tinder the calamity of the overflow of Red Rivet, in August 
last. 

We record our deep sense of gratitude to those who have thus re- 
membered us in the days of our affliction, and pray that the Father of 
Mercies may reward them tenfold. 

There appears to be a gradual increase of interest in our Church 
in this Parish ; especially among the colored people there is rich 
promise of increasing usefulness. I preach statedly to one thousand 
of these people, and occasionally to a much larger number. The per- 
ceptible effect of these labors is very encouraging to the heart and 
cheering to faith. 

If our friends will help us to bear the burden in these days of visita- 
tion, we hope soon to be able, by the blessing of God, not only to 
maintain the ordinances of our holy religion among ourselves, J)ut to 
assist, in our turn, those who may be in circumstances of trial such 
as now surround us. 

AMOS D. MrCOY, t^Mor. 
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CHRIST CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS. 

BaptinQs,— Adult! 1, Infants 30, TotaL 21 

Confinned, .:..,.... 12 

Commnnicantfl — added 11, Total, .161 

Marriages, 9 

Burials, ........ 11 

The subscriber took charge of the Parish of Christ Church in 
November last. In a population so fluctuating as that of New Or- 
leans, it is not easy to state the number of our communicants with the 
precision that would be attainable in other places, but tBe above re- 
port of them is believed to be nearly correct The Parish has con- ' 
tributed largely during the past year to the support and extension of 
the Church in New Orleans. The attendance on the services of the 
sanctuary, both on Sundays and at other times, has been encouraging, 
and there is a growing manifestation of religious interest among the 
people. A Bible class, consisting of thirty members, under the su- 
perintendance of the Rector, meets weekly. There are 159 children 
and 28 teachers in the Sunday Schools of the Parish. They meet at 
present in the Church edifice, but it is hoped that a more suitable 
place for their accommodation will, in time, be provided. In view of 
these things, and of the affection and cordiality with which the Rec- 
tor has been welcomed by the people of his charge, he is encouraged 
^ hope that he was sent into this extensive field of ministerial useful- 
npiss by Him who '^ holds the stars in his right hand," and that he will 
be made the humble instrument of promoting therein the glory of God 
and the good of the Chim^h. 

E. NEVILLE, Rector. 

CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION, NEW ORLEANS. 

Baptisms—Adults 4, Infants 64, Total, . . ^ 68 

Confirmed, -...«.. ..-31 

Communicants— Number last reported, .... 94 

Added, 64 

Removed, .26 

Died 7 

Present Number, 125 

Marriag^es, ....... 33 

Interments — ^Parishitners 17, non-parishioners, 29 - - 46 

Sunday School— Male TeachezB 6, female 12, . - - 18 

♦= *' Scholari, .... 175 
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Collections— Alms at Communion, - . . $104 10 

Incidental Expenses, . . . 154 15 

In the Suiiciay School, for library and paper, 35 00 

For Church in Parish of Rapides, 1S5 00 

By Ladies M; Society, in variout mocferf 1,500 00 

By recent Parish Organization, for 

Church Objects, . - . 300 00 

Unity, peace, and prosperity have been our highly favored lot, un- 
der the blessing of God, the past year ; and to Him we here record 
our grateful acknowledgments for these unmerited mercies. 

N. O. PRESTON, lUdor. 
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Report of Services at the Balize, — By the Rev. R. H. RAitNiY, 
From March 26th, 1849, to April 14th, 1850. 

Marriages, ...... ^ 

Baptisms— Infants— Whites 12, Colored 14, . . 26 

Funerals — Adults 7, Infants 2 . . ^ 9 

Communicants—Added 5, . . • . 9 

R- H. RANNEY, 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, THIBODEAUX. 

The Rector of this Church respectfully reports to the Bishop as^ 
follows, viz : 

Baptisms — Children — ^White, 13, Colored 13, > mix 1 «i 

Adults, " • 5, 1 ™^' ^* 

Confirmations, ..... 3 

Marriages, of white persons 4, of colored persons 2, Total, 6 
Communicants — Removed 12, added 2, Present nun^r 22 whites. 

Colored persons 34, Total, 56 

Contributions— To Missions, . . . 9^0 00 

« Fund in aid of Superannuated Ministers, 

Their Wives, &c., . , ,19 00 

'< To purchase Lilmps for the Church, 70 00 

<« For St. James', Alexandria, 15 00 

" Last payment for Organ, . I ? 50 00 

There is a Parochial School in connexion with this Parish, whicb 
has been in existence for some jears* Its condition is highly pros- 
perous. J. SANDELS, Rector. 
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PARISH LAFOURCHE INTERIOR. 

As it respects the condition of my charge, consisting of a colored 
congregation, on an estate near Thibodeaux, I have to report, viz : 

Marriagef, - - - - i - 3 • 

BaptismB— Adults 7, Infants 12, Total, - - - 19 

Confirmations, ..... 25 

Deaths, - - - . - - .81 

Commanicants, • • - • - .92 

Sunday School Pupils— Males 58, Females 57, - - 115 
Christ crucified preached to this congregation has, eridentlj, be^fl 

accompanied with the divine blessing. 

SPENCER WALL. 



Nbw OsLEAirs, May 7th, 1850. 

To the Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk, D. D., 

Bishop of tht Diocese of Louisiana : 

REPORT OF ST, PETER'S CHURCH FOR SEAMEK. 

Baptisms of Adults 4, Infante 184, Total, 188 

Marriages, ------ 91 

Funerals, - ... - - 194 

Confirmations, - - - - - - 23 

Communicanto, - • - - • > 130 
Sunday School large, and increasing. 

Divine service has been regularly held twice on eadh Lord's day, 
during the year. From the seventh Sunday after Trinity, until the 
twenty-second, I read prayers and preached once each Lord's day at 
Christ Church, on Canal Street. 

On the 6th of April, the foundation of a now church edifice was 
laid, and completed ready for divine service on the first Suclday in 
July, and consecrated oh the second Sunday in advent, the 0th of De- 
cember, 1849, by the name of St Peter's Church for Seamen. 

The reading room has been enlarged, and still continues to be well 
attended by the seamen. The practice of distributing books among 
the seamen on board their ships is still continued, viz : Bibles, books 
of common prayer, manuals of prayer, tracts, etc4 ^ 

CHARLES W. WHITALL, 

Missionary, 
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GRACE CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS, 

The Rector of Grace Church, New Orleans, respectfully reports 
to the Right Reverend the Bishop of the Diocese : That having just 
entered upon the discharge of his duties he has not yet been able to 
make himself acquainted with the condition and prospects of the 
Parish. 

For the year past, Grace Church has been without the services of 
a settled pastor, and, in consequence, the former parishoners have, to a 
great extent, connected themselves with the other parishes in the city. 
The number of communicants, therefore, cannot be accurately reported. 
Upon consulting the Parish Register, I find that since the last Coa^ 
vention there have been — 

Infant Baptismp, • a • • . 9 

Confirmed, ...... 1 

Marriages, , .... . 4 

Funerals, . . . .4 

From the importance of this field of labor, the great success which 
crowned the ministry of my predecessor, and the devotion manifested 
by the few zealous laymen who have had the interests of this Parish 
so much at heart from the period of its organization, the hope is con-, 
fidently cherished that, under the divine blessing, an abundant harvest 
will at length be gathered in, to the praise and glory of God. 

WM. C, CRANE. 

May 8th, 1850, 



APPENDIX B. 



(SonBtitution of ti]e |)rote0tant C^piBCopal €l)ttrcl) 

OF LOUISIAIf A. 



ARTICLE I. 

The Church in Louisiana hereby accedes to the Constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and 
acknowledge its authority. 

ARTICLE II. 

The annual Convention of the Church in this State shall be held at 
such time and place as shall have been determined by the preceding 
Convention. The Bishop shall be, ex officio^ President of the 
Convention.; or, in case of his absence, or of a vacancy in the 
Episcopate, a President j^o tempore shall be elected by ballot from 
among the clerical members present. A Secretary, who shall also be 
ex officio Treasurer of the Convention, shall be chosen at the opening 
of each Convention, and shall continue in office till neit annual Con- 
vention. Special meetings of the Convention may be called by the 
Bishop, when in his judgment the good of the Church shall require it ; 
find when there is no Bishop, by the Standing Committee. 

ARTiCLE III. 

The Convention shall be composed of both clergymen and lay. 
men. All ministers of this Church, in regular standing, who' shall be 
officiating in some Parish in the State; Clerical Instructors of youth 
and Chaplains in the Army and Navy who have been residents in the 
State six months, shall be members of the Convention. Each Parish 
in the State, in union with this Convention, shall be entitled to a rep- 
resentation by three lay delegates ; and if it consists of more than fifty 
&milies, by five, to be chosen by the Vestry ; a certificate of whose ap- 
pointment signd by the Wardens, or either of them, or by the Secretary 
of the said Vestry, or the Rector of the parish, shall, before they are 
admitted to a seat, be laid before the Convention. A representation, 
whether clerical or lay, from one-half of the Parishes in union with this 
Convention, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business : 
but a smaller number may adjourn. 

ARTICLE IV. 
The clergy and the laity shall deliberate in one body, in all cases 
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not hereinafter provided for ; and on every question, a majority of votes 
ot those present shall decide, the Bishop or President being entitled to 
a casting vote. 

ARTICLE V. 

A Standing Committee, to consist of not more than three clergymen 
and three laymen, shall be appointed at each annual meeting of the 
Convention ; any three of whom, always including one clerical mem- 
ber, shall be a quorum for the transaction of business ; except for such 
purposes as, by the canon of the General Convention, shall require a 
larger number. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The election of a Bishop shall be in the following manner ; at least 
four weeks before the Convention to be held for the purpose of such 
election, the Standing Committee shall send a notice to the Wardens 
and Vestry of each Parish, specifying the business to be laid before 
the Convention. In the electioa of a Bishop, the clergy and laity 
shall vote separately ; the clergy choosing by ballot some fit and qual- 
ified person for that office : Whereupon such choice shall be commu- 
nicated to the lay delegates; and if^ on the ballot, the person so chosen 
is approved by the lay order, he shall be declared to be duly elected. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Delegates to the General Convention shall be appointed, and shall 
continue in office during the time that may intervene between the sta- 
ted meetings of the General Convention ; but in case of vacancy by 
death or resignation, arsubstitute or substitutes may be appointed by 
the Bishop ; or if there be no Bishop, by the President of the Standing 
Conmiittee. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

This Constitution shall not be subject to alteration, except at the an- 
nual meeting of the Convention ; nor unless such alteration shall have 
been proposed and received at a previous meeting. 
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(f onons of tl)e Protestant €p\ttojfci. ((I)ttrcl) 



OF LOUISIAlf A. 



CANON 1. 

OF THB 0B6ANIZATI0N OF NBW PABI80E8. 

To entitle any new parish to be admitted into union with this Con- 
vention, it is required of those forming said parish, to conform to the 
provisions of an act of tho Legislature of Louisiana entitled ** an act 
providing for the organization of certain corporations in this State,'' 
approved April 30thy 1847 ; and such parish applying for admission, 
besides producing a duly certified record of their compliance with 
said act, shall also produce evidence of their having adopted resolu* 
tions declaring their adhesion to the Constitution and Canons i£ the 
General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America, and also to the CiHistitutioa and Canons of the 
Diocese of Louisiana. 

CANON n, 

OF PABI8H MSBTIHGS. 

The election of the Wardens, yestiymen, and Pftrish Clerk shall 
be made at the annual parish meeting, to be held on Easter Monday ; 
which officers shall continue in office till the next annual meeting, or 
tiU a new election takes place. In case of manifest expediency, a 
special meeting may be held for that purpose. All persons who own 
or hire a pew, or who contribute annually to the support of the min« 
istry, shall be entitled to vote. 

CANON m. 

OF THE CONVENTION FUND* 

It shall be the duty of every parish to send annually to the Treas. 
urer of the Convention, a sum equal to one per centum on the salary 
of its minister, at least ten dollars annually, and the sum so raised 
shall be appropriated by the Standing Committee to pay for publish- 
ing the journals, and other contingent expenses of the Convention- 
Each parish shall be entitled to at least twen^ copies of the journals. 
The Treasurer's annual report to the Convention shall contain a 
statement of the sums received, the parishes fifom which they were 
received, and the purposes for which they were expended* The Sec* 
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retary to have the journals published and ready for distribution within 
sixty days after adjournment of the Convention, and the delegates 
from each parish are required to furnish the Secretary with written 
directions how and where to transmit their respective copies, and no 
parish shall be entitled to receive the journals unless the amount re- 
quired by canon shall have been paid. 

CANON IV. 

OF PABI8H BfiOISTBBS AND ^PAROCHIAL BlEPOBTS. 

Every minister shall keep a register of baptisms, confirmation^ 
communicants, marriages, and funerals within his cure, agreeably to 
the twenty-ninth canon of the General Convention of 1832. The 
record shall specify the name and time of birth of the child baptized, 
with the names of the parents and sponsors ; the name of the adult 
baptized ; the names of the parties married, and of the persons buried; 
and also the time when each rite was performed. The register shall 
be kept l^ the minister, in a book belonging to the Vestry ; and in 
case of a vacancy by the Senior Warden. It shall be the duty of the 
minister to present to the annual Convention, a statement of the num- 
ber of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and funerals within his 
cure ; together with the number of communicants ; distinguishing 
the additions, removals, and deaths, since his last report. He may 
also include in the statement any other matters tending to throw light 
on the condition of the parish. 

CANON V. 

OF TRB STANDING COMMITTEE. 

The Standing Committee shall organize on the day of their election, 
by choosing a President and Secretary ; the latter of whom shall 
keep a record of all the transactions, and present an abstract of the 
same to each annual Convention. The meetings of the Standing 
-Committee may be called at the discretion of the President ; and it 
shall be his duty to call a meeting when requested thereto by any two 
of its members. 

CANON VI. 

OF THE CONVENTION. 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a sermon, and 
the administration of the Lord's Supper ; and the preacher shaU be 
iMHninated by the Bishop, qt in case of vacancy in that office, by 
the Standing Committee. There shall also be prayers every morning 
during the session of the Convention. 



APPENDIX C. 

Proposed :2lmen2mtntt0, ^Ittratum^ and ^bbtttonn 

TO THK 

GON8TITVTION AND CANONS 

OF TIE GKURGE IN THIS IU0CE8E ; 

Presented hy the Committee appointed at the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church ; held in Grace Chwchj St. Fran- 
cisvillef in Map, 1848. 

ARTICLE I* 

The Church in Louisiana hereby accedes to the constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and 
acknowledges its authority. 

ARTICLE n. 

There shall be an annual convention of the Church in this State^ 
to be held on the second Thursday in May, in each and every year, 
at such place as shall have been determined by the preceding conven- 
tion — prBvidedj that in case of the prevalence of epidemic, or for 
other urgent cause, the Bishop, or if there be no Bishop, the Standing 
Committee, shall have power to alter the place of meeting, and give 
due notice of the same. The Bishop shall be ex officio President of 
the Convention ; or, in case of his absence, or a vacancy in the Epis- 
copate, a president pro tempore shall be elected by ballot from among 
the clerical members present. A Secretary, who shall, also, be ex 
officio Treasurer of the Convention, shall be chosen at the opening of 
each convention, and shall continue in office till the next annual Con- 
vention. Special meetings of the Convention may be called by the 
Bishop when, in his judgment, the good of the Church shall require 
them ; and when there is no Bishop, by the Standing Conmiittee. 

ARTICLE HI. 

The Convention shall be composed of both clergymen and laymen. 
All ministers of this Church, in regular standing, who shall be offici- 
ating in some parish in the States and aU clergymen prevented by age 
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or infirmity from exercising their clerical functions, clerical instruc- 
tors of youth, and chaplains of the army and navy shall be members 
of the Convention, with right to vote on all matters requiring the suff- 
rages thereof-— provided, that no clergyman shall be entitled to vote 
in Convention unless he has been actually as well as canonically resi- 
dent within the diocese for the space of six calendar months before 
the meeting of the Convention. 

Each parish in the State shall be entitled to a representation by 
three lay delegates ; and, if it consist of more than fifty families, by 
five, to be chosen by the Vestry ; a certificate of whose appointment^ 
signed by the Wardens, or either of them, or by the Secretary of said 
Vestry, or the Rector of the parish, shall, before they are admitted to 
a seat, be laid before the Convention. 

A representation, whether clerical or lay, from one-half of the par- 
ishes in union with this Convention, shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business ; but a smaller number may adjourn. 

ASTICLB IV. 

The clergy and the laity shall deliberate in one body; in all cases 
not hereinafter provided for ; and on every question a majority of votes 
of those present shall decide ; the Bishop or President being entitled 
to a casting vote. 

ABTICI/B V. 

A Standing Committee, to consist of not more than three clergymea 
and three laymen, shall be appointed at each annual meeting of the 
Convention ; any three of whom, always including one clerical mem- 
ber, shall be a quorum for the transaction of business, except for 
such purposes as, by canon of the General Convention, shall re 
quire a larger number. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The Standing Committee shall organize on the day of their election, 
by choosing one of the Presbyters of their body to be their President, 
and another of their body to be their Secretary ; whose duty it shall 
be to preserve a record of all the proceedings of the Committee, in a 
book prepared for that purpose, and present an abstract of the same to 
each annual Convention. The meetings of the Standing Committee 
may be called at the discretion of the President ; and it shall be his 
duty to call a meeting when requested thereto by any two of its mem- 
bers. 
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ARTicjLB yn. 

The election of a Bifihop shall be in the following manner : At leas^ 
six weeks before the convention to be held for the purpose of such 
election, the Standing Committee shall send a notice to the Wardens 
and Vestry of each parish, specifying the business to be laid before 
the Convention. In the election of a Bishop, the clergy and the laity 
shall vote separately ; the clergy choosing by baUot some fit and qual- 
ified person to that office : whereupon, such choice shall be communi- 
cated to the lay delegates ; and| if on ballot the person so chosen is 
approved by the lay order, he shall be declared to be duly elected. 

In the above election, a majority of each order shall determine thd 
choice — ^ovided, two*thirds of the clergy entitled to vote be present, 
and two-thirds of the congregations entitled to vote be represented ; 
otherwise, two-thirds of the vote of each order shall be necessary to 
determine the choice. 

ABTicLB vm. 

At every annual Convention, four presbyters and four laymen shall 
be chosen by ballot to represent this diocese in the General Conven- 
tion. 

In case any deputy appointed as above shall decline such appoint- 
ment, or be unable to attend, it shall be his duty to inform the Bishop, 
or, in case of his absence, or of a vacancy in the Episcopate, the 
President of the Standing Committee ; and the Bishop, or in case of 
his absence, or of a vacancy in the Episcopate, the Standing Com- 
mittee may appoint a substitute fi>r any depu^ so declining or unable 
to attend— ^oou2e<2, that such substitute be a member of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in Louisiana. 

ABTICLB IX. 

This Constitution shaU not be subject to alteration, except at the 
annual meeting of the Convention, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present ; nor nnless such alteration shall have been proposed 
and accepted at a previous annual meeting. 
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CANON L 

OF THE OBOANIZATION OF NEW PARISHES* 

To entitle any new parish to be admitted into union with this 
Convention, it is required of those forming said parish to conform to 
the provisions of an act of the Legislature of Louisiana entitled '' An 
Act providing for the organization of certain corporations in this 
State,^^ and approved April 30th, 1847. And such parish applying 
fi>r admission, besides producing a duly certified record of their compli- 
ance with said act, shall also produce evidence of their having adopted 
resolutions declaring their adherence to the Constitution and Canons 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States ot America, 
and also to the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese of Louisiana. 

CANON IL 

OF FABISH MEETINGS. 

The election of the Wardens, Vestrymen, and Parish Clerk shall 
be made at the annual parish meeting, to be held on Easter Monday; 
which officers shall continue in office till the next annual meeting, or 
till a new election takes place. In case of manifest expediency, a spe- 
cial meeting may be held for that purpose. All persons who own or 
hire a pew, or who, fi>r one year previous to said meeting, shall have 
contributed to the support of the minister of the parish, and during 
that period have belonged to the same, shall be entitled to vote. 

CANON in. 

OF THE WABDENS AND VESTBY, 

It shall be the duty of the vestry to take charge of the property 
of the Church ; to regulate its temporal concerns ; to elect and 
call a minister, and provide for his maintenance ; to keep order in 
the church during the celebration of divine worship, and in general to 
act as helpers to the minister in whatever is appropriate to laymen, 
for the fiu*therance of the goppel. It shall be the duty of the Ward- 
ens especially to provide the elements of the Lord's Supper; to col- 
lect the alms at the administration of the same ; to keep and disburse 
such alms, in case the Church is destitute of a minister ; to provide 
for the celebration of public worship and the instruction of the con. 
gregation by occasional clerical services, or by lay reading, as cir- 
cumstances may permit 
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CANON IV. 

A LIST TO BB M ADB OF THB CLBROY3CBN OF THIS DIOCESE. 

Before the meeting of every Convention of this Diocese, the Bish- 
op, or if there be no bishop, the Standing Committee shall prepare 
or cause to be prepared a list of all the ministers of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, canonically resident in the Diocese and entitled- 
to a seat, and such list shall be laid before the Convention immediately 
afler it shall have been called to order on the first day of meeting, and 
the names of the clerical members called therefrom. The right of 
any clergyman of this Diocese to a seat in the Convention shall, if 
disputed, be determined according to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, by the Convention itself whether his name be inserted in the 
list aforesaid, or omitted. 

CANON V. 

OF THB CONVENTION FUND. 

It shall be the duty of every parish, to send annuaUy te the Treasu- 
rer of the Convention, a sum equal to one per centum on the salary of 
its minister, at least ten dollars annua lly, and the sum so raised shall 
be appropriated by the Treasurer to pay for the publishing of the- jour- 
nals, and other contingent expenses of the Convention. Each parish 
shall be entitled to at least twenty copies of the journals. The Treas- 
urer's annual report to the Convention shall contain a statement of the 
sums received, the parishes from which they were received, and the 
purposes for which they were expended. The Secretary shall have 
the journals published and ready for distribution within sixty days af- 
ter adjournment of the Convention ; and the delegates from each 
parish are required to furnish the Secretary with^ written direc 
tions how and where to transmit their respective copies, and no parish 
shall be entitled to receive the journals unless the amount required by 
Canon shall have been paid. 

CANON VI. 

OF PARISH REGISTERS AND PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

Every minister shall keep a register of baptisms, confirmations^ 
Communicants, Marriages, and funerals within his cure, agreeably to 
the twenty-ninth Canon of the General Convention of 1832. The 
record shall specify the name and time of birth of the child baptized, 
with the names of parents and sponsors ; the names of the adults 



DIOCESE OF LOUISIANA, 1850. 49 

baptized ; the names of the parties married and of the persons buried ; 
and also 'the time when each rite was performed. The register shall 
be kept by the minister, in a book belonging to the Vestry : and in 
case of a vacancy, by the Senior Warden. It shall be the duty of 
the minister to present to the annual Convention a statement of the 
number of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and funerals within 
his cure ; together with the number of communicants ; distinguishing 
the additions, removals, and deaths since his last report. He may 
also include in the statement any other matters tending to throw light 
on the condition of the parish. 

CANON VII. 

DECLARING THE OFFENCES FOR WHICH A CLEROYMAN SHALL BE 

BROUGHT TO TRIAL. 

Disorderly and immoral conduct, vicious and unseemly diversions, 
neglect of duty, disregard of the constitution and canons of the Gene- 
ral or State Convention, and disseminating er countenancing opinions 
which are contrary to the doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal church 
in the United States, are offences for which a clergyman may be 
brought to trial. 

CANON VIII. 

In order to bring a clergyman to trial before an ecclesiastical court, 
a charge shall be made in the first place to the Standing Committee, 
in writing, under the proper signature of at least two persons, one of 
whom shall be a Presbyter in this diocese. And if the Standing 
Committee shall deem the offence charged as coming within the 
offences enumerateCl in the Canons of the Diocese of Louisiana or of 
the General Convention, they shall present the same to the Bishop in 
the following form : 

To A. B., Bishop of the Diocese of Louisiana : — ^The Standing 
Committee of this Diocese respectfuUy represent, that C. D. has been 
accused under the hand of E. F. and G. H., of-^here write the 
charge or charges.]— And the Committee are of opinion that there la 
sufficient ground for presenting the said C. D. for trial, agreeably to 
the Canons in such case made and provided. [Signed bj the Standing 
Committee.] 

Whereupon, the Bishop shall present to the accused, at least sixty 
days belore the time of trial, the names of eight Presbyters resident 
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in the Diocese, any five of whom, selected at the discretion of the 
accused, shall constitute a court for the trial of the charge or charges. 
I( within reasonable time after the reception of the above names, the 
accused shall decline or neglect to make choice of members to consti- 
tute the court, the Bishop himself shall appoint from the number first 
presented, the five Presbyters who shall sit on the trial. 

The Bishop shall determine the time and place of the meeting of 
the court, and forthwith give notice to the Standing Committee, who 
shaU act as prosecutors in the case. The Standing Committee, at 
least sixty days before the trial, shall furnish the accused with a copy 
of the presentment, notice of the time and place of trial, and a speci- 
fication of the facts on which they expect to maintain the charges. 
And the accused, at least thirty days before the trial, shall furnish the 
Standing Committee with a statement of the groynds of his defense 
on each specification. 

At the fixed time for the trial, the members of the court shall choose 
a President of their own number, and a Secretary, either from their 
own number or otherwise, as they shall see fit ; and they shall, before 
they proceed, adopt and declare the rules by which the trial shall be 
conducted — provided, however, that no layman shall advocate for eith- 
er party on the trial ; though both parties may, at their option, em- 
ploy or consult legal or other advbers. 

If the accused shall neglect or refuse to appear, or to answer to 
the charges in the manner herein prescribed, the court shall order 
judgment to be rendered against him by default. But if he shall ap- 
pear, the court shall proceed to a fair and impartial hearing of the 
whole matter, and shall adjudge him guilty or not guiUy, according to 
the evidence ; and if guilty, the sentence which in their opinion ought 
to be pronounced. 

The Secretary shall keep a record of all the proceedings, contain- 
ing a copy of the presentment, of the specifications of the notice of 
the accused, and of his answer, with a statement of all the evidence, 
both oral and written, and the final judgment of the Court ; and an 
attested copy of this record shall be forthwith delivered to the Bishop. 
If the judgment be nci, guilty^ the Bishop shall give a certificate of ac 
cpiital to the accused, embracing a copy of the presentment and spe- 
cifiealions, and the aocused fhall not be subjected to fei second tria^ 
on the same fitcts. If the court judge him guiUy, on one or noore 
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points at issue, the Bishop may disapprove the judgment and order a 
new trial, stating his ground for such decision ; or, he may approve 
ihe judgment ; and, in that case, he shall, within thirty days, proceed 
to such ecclesiastical censure as the case may in his opinion require ; 
whether it be admonition, suspension, or degradation from the minis- 
try. 

CANON IX. 

OF TIIK C0NVENTI0>'. 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and a sermon, and 
the administration of the Lord's Supper; and the preacher shall be 
nominated by the Bishop, or in case of vacancy in that office, by 
the Standing Committee. There shall al?o be prayers every morning 
during the session of the Convention. 
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